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1. Tracing The Fairytale: Explicit Athar Naming
‘Abd Allah B. Saba

Reports and statements in Sunni books mentioning the name “Abd Allah b. Saba” are generally of three

types:
1. Riwayat with full chains of transmission.
2. Riwayat with NO chain of transmission.

3. Unsupported testimonies and submissions of Sunni ‘u/lama who were never eye-witnesses to the

events.

Apparently, the last two categories are mursal by default, and are therefore dha’if evidences. Chainless
and unsupported testimonies are not acceptable as proof, especially in crucial matters like this. So, we

will naturally confine ourselves only to reports in the books of the Ahl al-Sunnah with chains of narration.

Narration One

Imam Ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 H), in his Tarikh, records:
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Al-Sirri - Shu’ayb - Sayf - ‘Atiyyah - Yazid al-Faq’asi:

‘Abd Allah b. Saba was a Jew from the people of San’a (the capital of Yemen). His mother was black.
He accepted Islam during the rule of ‘Uthman. Then he roamed the cities of the Muslims trying to turn
them into heretics. He started with the Hijaz (in Saudi Arabia), then Basra (in Iraq), then Kufa (in Iraq),
then Syria. But he did not achieve his aim with any of the people of Syria. Rather, they expelled him and
he went to Egypt, and he settled among them. Then, he said to them, “It is strange of he who claims that
‘Isa will return but rejects that Muhammad will return. Meanwhile, Allah the Almighty has said, ‘Verily, He
Who has ordained the Qur’an upon you (O Muhammad) will surely bring you back to a place of return’
(28:85). As such, Muhammad is more entitled to return than ‘Isa.” So, it was accepted from him, and he
created for them (the doctrine of) a/-raj’ah, and they spoke about it. Then he said, “Muhammad is the
last of the prophets and ‘Ali is the last of the designated (immediate) successors (of prophets).” Then he
added after that, “Who is more unjust that he who did not fulfil the testamentary will of the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him and jumped over the desighated successor of the Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him and administered the affairs of the Ummah?” Then he said to them, “Verily, ‘Uthman

unjustly seized it, and this (‘Ali) is the designated successor of the Messenger of Allah.”1

The same report, with very slight variations, is later re-narrated by Imam Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H) as well:
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Abu al-Qasim Isma’il b. Ahmad — Ahmad b. al-Nuqur — Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-‘Abbas —
Abu Bakr b. Sayf — al-Sirri b. Yahya — Shu’ayb b. Ibrahim — Sayf b. ‘Umar — ‘Atiyyah — Yazid al-
Faq'asi:

lbn Saba was a Jew from the people of San’a (the capital of Yemen), from a black slave-woman. He
accepted Islam during the rule of ‘Uthman. Then he roamed the cities of the Muslims trying to turn them
into heretics. He started with the Hijaz (in Saudi Arabia), then Basra (in Iraq), then Kufa (in Iraq), then
Syria. But he did not achieve his aim with any of the people of Syria. Rather, they expelled him and he
went to Egypt, and he settled among them. Then, he said to them, “It is strange of he who claims that

‘Isa will return but rejects that Muhammad will return. Meanwhile, Allah the Almighty has said, ‘Verily, He



Who has ordained the Qur’an upon you (O Muhammad) will surely bring you back to a place of return’
(28:85). As such, Muhammad is more entitled to return than ‘Isa.” So, it was accepted from him, and he
created for them (the doctrine of) a/-raj’ah, and they spoke about it. Then he said, “There were one
thousand prophets, and each prophet had a designated successor. And ‘Ali was the designated
successor of Muhammad.” Then he said, “Muhammad is the last of the prophets and ‘Al is the last of
the designated (immediate) successors (of prophets).” Then he added after that, “Who is more unjust
that he who did not fulfil the testamentary will of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and jumped
over the designated successor of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and administered the
Ummah?” Then he said to them, “Verily, ‘Uthman unjustly embezzled funds, and this (‘Ali) is the

designated successor of the Messenger of Allah.”2

This riwayah of Yazid al-Faq’asi is the only one — with a chain of narration - throughout all books of the
Ahl al-Sunnah that makes the following claims:

1. ‘Abd Allah b. Saba, /a’natullah ‘alaihi, had a black slave mother.
2. He accepted Islam during the rule of ‘Uthman.

3. He believed that Imam ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was the designated successor of Prophet Muhammad,

sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi.
4. He believed in the ‘agidah called al-raj’ah.

So, if the report collapses, all the four points above go down with it. There would be absolutely nothing

else to base those assertions upon. Therefore, let us examine the narrators.

In the chain of the riwayah, there is Shu’ayb b. Ibrahim. Who was he? Was he reliable or not? Al-Hafiz
(d. 852 H) helps us out here:
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Shu’ayb b. Ibrahim al-Kufi: the narration of the books of Sayf was by him. There is obscurity
concerning him. Ibn ‘Adi mentioned him and said, “He is unknown. He narrated ahadith and stories,
and there is some repugnancy concerning him. Among his narrations are those which are prejudiced
against the Salaf.” In al-Thigat, Ibn Hibban said, “Shu’ayb b. Ibrahim, from the people of Kufah. He
narrated from Muhammad b. Aban al-Balkhi and Ya’qub b. Sufyan narrated from him”. It is possible that
he (i.e. the Shu’ayb mentioned by Ibn Hibban) was him (i.e. the Shu’ayb who narrated from Sayf), but

what is obvious is that he was not him.3



Therefore, Shu’ayb b. Ibrahim is majhul (unknown). Ordinarily, we should simply ignore the other
narrators in the chain. This singular fact about Shu’ayb itself has torpedoed the entire report. But, there

iSs more!

Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) wants us to know about Sayf too:
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Sayf b. ‘Umar al-Tamimi al-Usaydi: He is also called al-Dhabi al-Kufi, author of Kitab al-Futuh, Kitab
al-Riddah and others. He narrated from: Jabir al-Ju’fi, Hisham b. ‘Urwah, Isma’il b. Abi Khalid, ‘Ubayd
Allah b. ‘Umar, and a lot of unknown narrators and storytellers. Those who narrated from him are: al-
Nadhar b. Hamad al-‘Atki, Ya’qub b. Ibrahim al-Zuhri, Shu’ayb b. lbrahim al-Kufi, Abu Ma’mar Isma’il
al-Qat’i, Jabarah b. al-Muglis, and others. Yahya b. Ma’in said: “He is dha’if in hadith”. Abu Hatim
said, “He is matruk (rejected), the same kind with al-Wagqjidi”. Abu Dawud said, “He is nothing.” Ibn
Hibban said, “He is accused of disbelief”. And ‘Abbas narrated that Yahya said, “Sayf b. ‘Umar al-
Dhabi narrated ahadith from al-Muharibi. He is dha’if.” Al-Nasai said the same thing. Al-Hakim said,
“Sayd b. ‘Umar al-Dhabi. He is accused of disbelief, and he is a failure as long as hadith narration is
concerned.” Ibn Hibban narrates with a chain that he used to fabricate ahadith.4

‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) also says:
Sl Jgste callgr " aall” g adll JG spn sl e S £ gl ¢ sae o i Lol

As for Sayf b. ‘Umar, he is well-known. However, he has been accused of fabricating reports. Al-
Dhahabi said in al-Mughni: “He wrote books. He is rejected (matruk) by consensus.”5

Elsewhere, the ‘Allamah adds:
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| say: There is an error in this, for most of the indicated chains, their pivot is Sayf b. ‘Umar and al-
Wagqidi, and they both were LIARS.6



Apparently, no one can ever be more unreliable than Sayf!

It is even further interesting that the man who was supposed to have witnessed all of ‘Abd Allah b.
Saba’s actions — including all his journeys and experiences in Hijaz, Basra, Kufa, Syria and Egypt —
Yazid al-Faq’asi is completely and absolutely unknown (majhul). It is so bad that he does not even have

a single entry in any Sunni book of rijal!

With the above, it is crystal clear that the only report throughout all Sunni books - which connects one
‘Abd Allah b. Saba with Judaism, Yemen, a black mother, the doctrine of a/-raj’ah, the wisayah
(designated succession) of Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, and acceptance of Islam during ‘Uthman’s rule — is

absolutely mawdu’ (fabricated). No report can be more worthless than it is.

Narration Two

So, let us find out if there is an alternative Sunni report which refers explicitly to ‘Abd Allah b. Saba.
Through our investigations, we discovered that only six more exist, apart from the mawdu’ one above.

This is one of those six, recorded by Imam Ibn Asakir:
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Abu al-Barakat al-Anmati — Abu Tahir Ahmad b. al-Hasan and Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. al-Hasan —
‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah — Abu ‘Ali b. al-Sawaf — Muhammad b. ‘Uthman b. Abi
Shaybah — Muhammad b. al-‘Ala — Abu Bakr b. ‘Ayyash — Mujalid — al-Sha’bi:

The first one to tell a lie was ‘Abd Allah b. Saba.7
This chain, however, is mawdu’ too! Imam al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463 H) documents under his

biography of Muhammad b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Shaybah:
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‘Ali b. Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Dagaq — al-Husayn b. Harun — Abu al-‘Abbas b. Sa’id — ‘Abd Allah
b. Usamah al-Kalbi: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is A LIAR. He took the books of Ibn ‘Abdaws al-Razi.
We have ALWAYS known him as A LIAR”.

lbn Sa’d — Ibrahim b. Ishaq al-Sawaf: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is A LIAR. He steals the ahadith of the
people and he falsely attributes things to people which are never part of their ahadith.”

lbn Sa’d — Dawud b. Yahya: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is A LIAR. He FABRICATED a lot of things. He

falsely attributes things to people which they never narrate at all.”

Ibn Sa’d — ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yusuf b. Kharash: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is a LIAR within the matter.
He falsely adds and connects names to the chains (of narrations) and he FABRICATES ahadith.”

Ibn Sa’d — Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hadhrami: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is A LIAR. We have
ALWAYS known him as A LIAR since he was a child.”

Ibn Sa’d — ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is a LIAR....

lbn Sa’d — Ja’far b. Muhammad b. Abi ‘Uthman al-Tayalisi: “This Ibn ‘Uthman is A LIAR. He attributes



to people ahadith which they never narrated since he started hearing (as a child). I know him very

well”...
Ibn Sa’d — Muhammad b. Ahmad al-‘Adawi: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is a LIAR...”

lbn Sad — Muhammad b. ‘Ubayd b. Hammad — Ja’far b. Huzayl: “Muhammad b. ‘Uthman is A
LIAR....”8

We need not comment further about him!

In the chain is another problematic narrator: Mujalid. Imam al-Dhahabi says about him too:
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Mujalid b. Sa’id al-Hamdani: well-known, a narrator of hadith, with weakness in him.

He narrated from Qays b. Abi Hazim and al-Sha’bi, and Yahya b. al-Qattan, Abu Usamah and a group
narrated from him.

lbn Ma’in and others said, “He is not accepted as a hujjah (proof).” Ahmad said, “He attributes to the
Prophet lots of what people do not attribute to him. He is nothing.” Al-Nasai said, “He is not
strong.” Al-Ashja’ mentioned that he was a Shi’i. Al-Daraqutni said, “Dha’if’. Al-Bukhari said, “Yahya
b. Sa’id declared him dha’if, and Ibn Mahdi did not narrate from him.”9

Apparently, this second narration is extremely mawdu’ as well! Yet, we constantly see some Sunni

brothers proudly quoting it as evidence!

Narration Three

Let us now examine the third existing Sunni report on ‘Abd Allah b. Saba. Imam lbn Asakir documents:
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Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Tarkhan b. Baltakin b. Yahbakum — Abu al-Fadhail Muhammad b. Ahmad b.
‘Abd al-Bagi b. Tawq — Abu al-Qasim ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Ali b. ‘Ubayd Allah al-Ragi — Abu Ahmad ‘Ubayd
Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Muslim — Abu ‘Umar Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahid — al-Ghatafi — his men —
al-Sadiq — his pure fathers — Jabir:

When ‘Ali was given the ba’yah (oath of allegiance), he addressed the people. Then, ‘Abd Allah b. Saba
stood up to him and said, “You are the Dabbah from the Earth.” He (‘Ali) said, “Fear Allah.” He (‘Abd
Allah b. Saba) said, “You are the King.” He (‘Ali) replied, “Fear Allah.” He (‘Abd Allah b. Saba) told him,

“You created the creation and you spread the rizg (sustenance)”. Then, he (‘Ali) ordered his execution.

But the Rafidhah gathered and said, “Leave him. Instead, banish him to Sabat of al-Madain. If you killed
him in Madinah, his companions and followers would rebel against us.” Therefore, he (‘Ali) banished him
to Sabat of al-Madain. So, the Qaramitah and the Rafidhah re-grouped (there). Then a group called al-
Sabaiyyah rose to him (‘Ali) and they were eleven men. He (‘Ali) said, “Recant, for | am ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.
My father was well-known, and so was my mother. And | am the cousin of Muhammad, peace be upon
him.” They replied, “We will not recant. Call your caller.” So, he (‘Ali) burnt them with fire, and buried
them in eleven well-known deserts. Those who survived, whose heads were not exposed among them,
said, “We know that he is Allah.” And they used the words of Ibn ‘Abbas — “None punishes with fire

except its Creator” as proof.

Tha’lab said, “But, Abu Bakr, the shaykh of Islam, may Allah be pleased with him, had punished with fire
before ‘Ali. It was when a man called al-Faja was brought to him, and they accused him of insulting the
Prophet, peace be upon him, after his death. Then he (Abu Bakr) took him out into the desert and burnt

him with fire. So, Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Abu Bakr also punished with the fire. Therefore, worship him too.” 10

First and foremost, there is a man called al-Ghatafi in the sanad. He is completely unknown amd
untraceable. Worse still, he narrated from “his men”, who are also completely unknown and untraceable!

As such, the chain is at least doubly majhul, and therefore very dha’if, on account of these facts alone!

Apart from its severe weakness, the report is also historically inaccurate. It assumes that there were



groups called the Rafidhah, the Qaramita, and the Sabaiyyah during the rule of Amir al-Muminin! That
simply is ridiculous. This, for instance, is what Shaykh lbn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) has to say about the
origin of the Rafidhah:
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But the word “Rafidhah” (Rejecters) was first used when they rejected (rafadhu) Zayd b. ‘Ali b. al-
Husayn during the khilafah of Hisham, and the incident of Zayd b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn occurred after 120
H, 121 H or 122 H, during the last days of the khilafah of Hisham. 11

Elsewhere, he reiterates:
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| say: the correct opinion is that they were named Rafidhah when they rejected Zayd b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn
b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, when he rebelled in Kufah during the days of Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik. Al-Ash’ari and
others have also mentioned this. 12

So, the Rafidhah and their name surfaced only almost a century after the death of Imam ‘Al

Narration Four

At this point, we move to the fourth, explicit Sunni report on ‘Abd Allah b. Saba. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah
submits in his Minhay:
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Abu ‘Asim Khashish b. Asrama recorded in his book; and through his route, Abu ‘Amr al-Talmanki
documented it in his book on a/-Usul. Abu ‘Asim said: Ahmad b. Muhammad and ‘Abd al-Warith b.
lbrahim — al-Sanadi b. Sulayman al-Farisi — ‘Abd Allah b. Ja’far al-Raqqi — ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Malik
b. Migwal - his father:

| said to Amir al-Sha’bi, “Why did you leave these people, while you used to be their head?”

He replied, “Their opinions are derived from invalid sources. They lack any basis.” Then he said, “O
Malik, If I had demanded that they became my slaves or filled my house with gold, or made Hajj to this
house of mine, and that in exchange | would lie upon ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, they would
have done so. But, by Allah, | will never lie upon him, never! O Malik, | have studied the various sects.
However, | have never seen among them any which is more stupid than the Khashabiyyah. If they were
from birds, they would have been vultures; and if they had been from animals, they would have been
donkeys. O Malik, they did not enter Islam out of hope in it from Allah, nor from fear of Allah. Rather, it
was due to the hatred of Allah upon them, and their rebellion upon the people of Islam. They seek to
corrupt the religion of Islam as Paul b. Yusha’, king of the Jews, corrupted Christianity. Their salat never
exceed their azan. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, had burnt them with fire, and
banished them from the towns. Among them was ‘Abd Allah b. Saba the Jew from the Jews of San’a. He
banished him to Sabat (of the Madain area). As for Abu Bakr al-Karus, he banished him to al-Jabiyyah.
He (also) burnt a group among them who came to him and said, ‘You are Him.” He asked, ‘Who am 1?’

"

They replied, “You are our God.” So, he ordered for a fire.13

In the chain is ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Malik b. Migwal. Al-Hafiz says about him:

Jlﬁd ul.’\S JJIJJ{TJGJ gi]j)ln MJL\.”& .\AAIJG &Acyb @fu‘-(.;jj JJAAO{&IJLAuJuAAJJlm
8L Gl o pey Sludll JUy candl iiny 850

‘Abd al-Rahman b. Malik b. Migwal: he narrated from his father and al-A’mash. Ahmad and al-
Daraqutni said: “Matruk (rejected)”. Abu Dawud said, “A LIAR”, and also said, “he FABRICATED
ahadith”. Al-Nasai and others said, “He is NOT trustworthy.” 14

‘Allamah al-Albani also states about another chain containing his name:
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| say: Its narrators are trustworthy except ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Malik b. Migwal, AND HE WAS A LIAR, as
stated by Abu Dawud. And al-Daraqutni said, “Matruk (rejected)”, and he is the defect in this chain. 15

As if this was not enough, al-Sanadi b. Sulayman al-Farisi — also in the chain under inspection — is



absolutely majhul, with no trace in the Sunni books of rijal'! We honestly wonder how Shaykh Ibn

Taymiyyah dared to use such a report as evidence to establish points about the Shi’ah.

Narration Five

A twin report is further documented by Ibn Taymiyyah:
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Abu Hafs b. Shahin recorded in Kitab al-Latif fi al-Sunnah: Muhammad b. Abi al-Qasim b. Harun —
Ahmad b. al-Walid al-Wasiti — Ja’far b. Nasir al-Tusi al-Wasiti — ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Malik b. Migwal —
his father:

Al-Sha’bi said to me, “l warn you concerning these heretical sects, and the worst of them are the
Rafidhah. They do not enter Islam out of hope (in it from Allah), nor from fear (of Allah). Rather, they do
so out of hatred of the people of Islam and in rebellion against them. ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him,
had burnt them with fire and banished them to towns. Among them was ‘Abd Allah b. Saba, a Jew from
the Jews of San’a. He (‘Ali) exiled him to Sabat (of al-Madain). 16

In the chain is ‘Abd al-Rahman, who was a liar and hadith fabricator. So, the riwayah is mawdhu’.

Besides, this is what al-Hafiz records about al-Sha’bi:
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Abu Sa’d b. al-Sam’ani said: “He (al-Sha’bi) was born in 20 H, and it is said 31 H, and he died in 109
H.17
Meanwhile, this is what Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah himself confesses about the term “Rafidhah”:
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But the word “Rafidhah” (Rejecters) was first used when they rejected (rafadhu) Zayd b. ‘Ali b. al-
Husayn during the khilafah of Hisham, and the incident of Zayd b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn occurred after 120



H, 121 H or 122 H, during the last days of the khilafah of Hisham. 18

In simpler words, al-Sh’abi had already died before that word was ever used in human history! How then
did he manage to tell ‘Abd al-Rahman’s father about the Rafidhah from his grave?!

Narration Six

Al-Hafiz gives us the sixth existing explicit Sunni report on ‘Abd Allah b. Saba:
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Abu Ishaqg al-Fazari narrated from Shu’bah from Salamah b. Kuhayl from Abu al-Za’ra from Zayd b.
Wahb that Suwayd b. Ghaflah entered upon ‘Ali during his rule, and said, “I passed by a group who
were mentioning Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, claiming that you hold the same views towards them both. Among
them was ‘Abd Allah b. Saba, and he was the first to manifest that. So, ‘Ali said, “What does this evil
black man want from me?” Then he said, “I seek Allah’s refuge. My opinion of them both (i.e. Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar) is nothing but good and beautiful.” Then he sent a messenger to ‘Abd Allah b. Saba and
exiled him to al-Madain, and said, “He shall not live in the same town as me ever again”. Then he
rushed to the pulpit and gathered the people, and delivered a long speech to praise them both (i.e. Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar). At its end, he said, “Verily, if it reaches me that anyone places me above them both, |
will whip him with the whipping of a lying slanderer.”19

So, who was Abu al-Za'ra? Al-Bargani (d. 425 H) disagrees with a popular choice here, as documented

by al-Hafiz:
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Al-Bargani narrated in the text from the route of Shu’bah from Salamah b. Kuhayl from Abu al-Za'ra,
and from Zayd b. Wahb that Suwayd b. Ghaflah entered upon ‘Ali during his rule, and said, “O Amir al-
Muminin! | passed by a group who were mentioning Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.” The hadiith. Al-Bargani said:
“This Abu al-Za’ra was Hujayyah b. ‘Adi, and not the companion of Ibn Mas’ud, whose name was
‘Abd Allah b. Hani.”20



Al-Bargani has corroboration from Imam Muslim (d. 261 H), who identifies Hujayyah as:
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Abu al-Za’ra Hujayyah b. ‘Adi al-Kindi21

However, these positions of both al-Bargani and Muslim are of no convincing basis in the eyes of al-
Hafiz, who submits elsewhere in the same book that only three people — excluding Hujayyah — were
actually known as Abu al-Za'ra:
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Those whose kunya was Abu al-Za'ra:

1. Abu al-Za’ra al-Azdi al-Akbar: his name was ‘Abd Allah b. Hani.
2. Abu al-Za’ra al-Jashmi al-Asghar: his name was ‘Amr b. ‘Umar.
3. Abu al-Za’ra al-Tai: his name was Yahya b. al-Walid al-Kufi.22

In his Tagrib, he has equally omitted “Abu al-Za’ra” from the names of Hujayyah23. Meanwhile, other
major Sunni rijjal scholars who have also conspicuously omitted “Abu al-Za’ra” from the names of
Hujayyah include: Imam Ibn Sa’d (d. 230 H)24, Imam al-ljli (d. 261 H)25, Imam lbn Abi Hatim (d. 327
H)26, Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H)27, Imam al-Mizzi (d. 742)28, and Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H)29.

Besides, the riwayah transmitted by Hujayyah (which is also often quoted on Ibn Saba) is very different
from that narrated by “Abu al-Za’ra”. Imam Ibn Abi Khaythamah (d. 279 H) reports:

@Gae ot aaa e dabw e liegl! ulie onsladl aie U JB i U Jl Sell slie o danne lfua
eloguall onl gay all Lo GISy g3l s gl copanll 13a o sdas ope s say el e Ule cufy: sl



Muhammad b. ‘Abbad — Sufyan — ‘Abd al-Jabbar b. ‘Abbas al-Hamdani — Salamah — Hujayyah b. ‘Adi
al-Kindi:

| saw ‘Ali upon the pulpit and he was saying, “Who will excuse me of this evil black CONTAINER, who
tells lies upon Allah?” He meant /bn al-Sawda.30

For Allah’s sake, how exactly does the above look like this one:
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Abu Ishaq al-Fazari narrated from Shu’bah from Salamah b. Kuhayl from Abu al-Za’ra from Zayd b.
Wahb that Suwayd b. Ghaflah entered upon ‘Ali during his rule, and said, “I passed by a group who
were mentioning Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, claiming that you hold the same views towards them both. Among
them was ‘Abd Allah b. Saba, and he was the first to manifest that. So, ‘Ali said, “What does this evil
black MAN want from me?” Then he said, “I seek Allah’s refuge. My opinion of them both (i.e. Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar) is nothing but good and beautiful.” Then he sent a messenger to ‘Abd Allah b. Saba and
exiled him to al-Madain, and said, “He shall not live in the same town as me ever again”. Then he
rushed to the pulpit and gathered the people, and delivered a long speech to praise them both (i.e. Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar). At its end, he said, “Verily, if it reaches me that anyone places me above them both, |

will whip him with the whipping of a lying slanderer.”

Where is the similarity? Do they even resemble in any way or by any means? Apparently, there is
NOTHING in common between them. Yet, we find some Sunni brothers referring to the first report as
evidence that Abu Za'ra in the second is Hujayyah?! In fact, some of them go as fas as claiming that

both reports are the same?!! How do these people reason?

So, as we can see, many top Sunni rijal scholars contradicted the suggestion that Hujayyah had the
nickname “Abu al-Za’ra”. Also, what Salamah narrated from “Abu al-Za’ra” was fundamentally different,
in all aspects, from what he narrated from Hujayyah. These facts, obviously, sufficiently confirm that the
“Abu al-Zar’a” in the riwayah of al-Fazari was NOT Hujayyah b. ‘Adi.

In that case, which of the three Abu Za'ras identified by al-Hafiz was the “Abu al-Za’ra” of al-Fazari’s

report? Imam al-Mizzi helps us out here. He states about the first of them:
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‘Abd Allah b. Hani al-Kindi, al-Azdi, Abu al-Za'ra al-Kufi al-Kabir, from Banu al-Bada b. al-Harith.
He was the uncle of Salamah b. Kuhayl.

He narrated from ‘Abd Allah b. Mas’ud and ‘Umar b. al-Khattab. His nephew, Salamah b. Kuhayl,

narrated from him.

Al-Bukhari said, “He is NOT followed in his hadith.” ‘Ali b. al-Madini said, “Most of the reports of Abu
al-Za’ra are from ‘Abd Allah b. Mas’ud. | do not know anyone who narrated from him except
Salamah b. Kuhayl, and his name was ‘Abd Allah b. Hani.” Al-Nasai said the like of that too....

With regards to this Abu al-Za’ra al-Akbar, there is NO known narration by him except from Ibn
Mas’ud and ‘Umar b. al-Khattab, and there is NO known narrator from him except Salamah b.
Kuhayl. Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah never met him, nor did anyone else among his (i.e. Sufyan’s)

contemporaries.

Ibn Hibban mentioned him in Kitab al-Thigat. Al-Tirmidhi narrated a single hadith from him, and al-

Nasai narrated the other.31
Apparently, this is our guy!
Concerning the second Abu al-Za’ra, al-Mizzi also submits:
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‘Amr b. ‘Amr, and he is also called Ibn ‘Amr, Ibn Malik b. Nadhlah al-Jashmi, Abu al-Za’ra al-Kufi,
nephew of Abu al-Ahwas al-Jashmi.

He narrated from ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Utbah b. Mas’ud, ‘Ikrimah freed slave of Ibn ‘Abbas, and
his uncle Abu al-Ahwas ‘Awf b. Malik b. Nadhlah al-Jashmi.

Sufyan al-Thawri narrated from him and named him ‘Amr b. ‘Amir. Sufyan lbn ‘Uyaynah also narrated

from him, as well as ‘Ubaydah b. Humayd.32

Without doubt, this is not the Abu al-Za'ra in the report on ‘Abd Allah b. Saba! Salamah did not narrate
from him. The same was the case with the third Abu al-Za'ra:
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Yahya b. al-Walid b. al-Musayyar al-Tai al-Sinbasi, Abu al-Za’ra al-Kufi.

He narrated from Sa’id b. ‘Amr b. Ashwa’ and Muhil b. Khalifah al-Tai.

And the following narrated from him: Zayd b. al-Hubab, Suwayd b. ‘Amr al-Kalbi, Abu ‘Asim al-Dhahhak
b. Mukhlid, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mahdi, Abu Hamid ‘Isam b. ‘Amr al-Baghdadi, and Yahya b. al-
Mutawakil al-Bahili.33

Needless to say, “our guy” is only the first of them: ‘Abd Allah b. Hani. Meanwhile, al-Mizzi has
confirmed that “there is NO known narration by him except from Ibn Mas’ud and ‘Umar b. al-Khattab.”
This reveals an filla (hidden defect) in all narrations by this Abu al-Za’ra from other than lbn Mas’ud and
‘Umar. All of them are disconnected and therefore dha’if, and so is this particular narration of his from
Zayd b. Wahb as well!

A “counter—proof” often deployed by our opponents is this report, quoted by al-Hafiz:
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Al-Bargani narrated in the text from the route of Shu’bah from Salamah b. Kuhayl from Abu al-Za'ra,
AND from Zayd b. Wahb that Suwayd b. Ghaflah entered upon ‘Ali during his rule, and said, “O Amir

al-Muminin! | passed by a group who were mentioning Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.” The hadith.34

They argue that Salamah narrated from both Abu al-Za’ra and Zayd b. Wahb. As such, whether Abu al-
Za'ra’s report is dha’if or not would be inconsequential, as there would be a separate route to establish
the riwayah. However, al-Bargani (d. 425 H) never met Shu’bah (d. 160 H), and the sanad between
them is unknown. Therefore, it is impossible to rely upon this report of al-Bargani. Most probably, one of
the unknown narrators in the truncated chain muddled up the isnad. So, basically, our opponents have
no valid objection, and the riwayah of Abu al-Za’ra ‘Abd Allah b. Hani from Zayd b. Wahb is dha’if.

In addition, the riwayah is equally, historically inaccurate. The report, for example, is quick to point out
that the first ever human being to “mention” Abu Bakr and ‘Umar negatively was ‘Abd Allah b. Saba.
This, however, is untrue! Amir al-Muminin himself had earlier described both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar with

shocking words. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) quotes ‘Umar saying to both Imam ‘Ali and ‘Abbas:
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When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, died, Abu Bakr said: “I am the wali of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.”.... So both of you (‘Ali and ‘Abbas) thought him (i.e.
Abu Bakr) to be a liar, sinful, a traitor and dishonest. And Allah knows that he was really truthful,
pious, rightly-guided and a follower of the truth. Abu Bakr died and | became the wali of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and the wali of Abu Bakr. So both of you thought me to be
a liar, sinful, a traitor and dishonest.35

Amir al-Muminin declared both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar to be traitors, sinful and dishonest liars! This, of
course, was during the lifetimes of both of them, long before ‘Abd Allah b. Saba could ever have
surfaced.

Besides, what “praise” exactly would Amir al-Muminin have had for Abu Bakr and ‘Umar in view of his
extremely negative opinions of them? It is simply illogical to assume that Amir al-Muminin would ever

consider people whom he thought to be “liars, traitors, sinful and dishonest” as better than himself!

What seals the series of fallacies in the report is its last sentence:



“Verily, if it reaches me that anyone places me above them both, | will whip him with the whipping of a

lying slanderer.”

Many of the Sahabah, radhiyallahu ‘anhum, and Tabi’in actually considered him to be the best of the
entire Ummah after the Messenger of Allah, and he never condemned or punished them. Imam Ibn ‘Abd
al-Barr (d. 463 H), among others, submits:
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Salman, Abu Dharr, al-Migdad, Khabab, Jabir, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri and Zayd b. Argam narrated that ‘Ali
b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, was the first to accept Islam, and they considered him the
most superior (among the Sahabah).36

Al-Hafiz adds about another Sahabi, Abu al-Tufayl, radhiyallahu ‘anhu:
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Abu ‘Umar said: He accepted the merit of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar but he considered ‘Ali to be the most

superior.37

Did ‘Ali ever reproach Khabab, Jabir, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, Zayd b. Argam and Abu al-Tufayl or anyone

like them? The answer is a loud “no™

Narration Seven

Imam Abu Nu’aym al-Isfahani (d. 430 H) in his a/-Hilya records the last report:
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Ibrahim b. Muhammad — ‘Abd Allah — Yusuf b. Asbat — Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Tamimi al-Kufi
— Mughirah — Umm Musa, who said:

It reached ‘Ali that Ibn Saba was placing him (i.e. ‘Ali) in merits and virtues above Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.
So, he decided to kill him. But, it was said to him, “Will you kill a man who only thinks highly of you and

considers you superior?” Then, he said, “Surely, he shall not live with me in the same town.”



‘Abd Allah b. Khabiq narrated from al-Haytham b. Jamil who said: “He was permanently exiled to a town

in al-Madain.”38

Concerning Yusuf b. Asbat, ‘Allamah al-Albani says:

Yusuf b. Asbat is dha’if t0o.39

Elsewhere, he comments about a sanad containing Yusuf’s name:
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| say: This chain is dha’if, due to Yusuf b. Asbat. Abu Hatim said: “He was a devout worshipper. He
buried his books, and he used to make A LOT of mistakes, and he was a righteous man. He is NOT

accepted as a hujjah” as stated in a/-Jarh (4/2/418).40

Also, Mughirah in the chain is a mudalis, and has narrated in an ‘an-‘an manner. Al-Hafiz submits:

oo Lapw Yy puluy S 6l ¥ (e 288 ae¥ L3S alia sl oa¥go gl yall uuSy puia o 8 el
sl

Al-Mughirah b. Migsam al-Dhabi, their freed slave, Abu Hisham al-Kufi, the Blind: Thigah (trustworthy),
precise, except that he used to do tadlis, especially from Ibrahim.41

‘Allamah al-Albani too says about him:
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| do not know how al-Dhahabi missed it, while he personally has included this al-Mughirah in his
Manzumah among the mudalisin (i.e. those who do fadlis)?! And it is well-known, published several
times. Others from the classical and later hadith scientists also included him (i.e. al-Mughirah) among
them (i.e. mudalisin). The last of them, al-‘Asqalani, included him (i.e. al-Mughirah) in the third
tabaqat among them, those who did tadlis A LOT. Therefore, the Imams do not accept their

ahadith as hujjah except what they explicitly transmit with sima’.42



The last defect in the sanad is Umm Musa, the main narrator herself. Al-Hafiz declares about her:
Wit dana Jads 1AL Lol S o G yu puga af

Umm Musa, mistress of ‘Ali. It is said that her name was Fakhtah or Habibah: Magbulah (i.e. accepted

only when seconded).43

While analyzing another riwayah of Mughirah from the same Umm Musa, ‘Allamah al-Albani also says:
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| say: These are two problems with it:

The first: is that this Umm Musa, her ‘adalah (uprightness) and truthfulness are NOT established.
Al-Dhahabi has himself mentioned her in the “Chapter on Majhulah (Unknown) Women” in a/-
Mizan, and he said concerning her: “Mughirah b. Migsam was the only one who narrated from her. Al-

"

Daraqutni said: ‘Her ahadiith are recorded for support purposes.’”” This is why al-Hafiz in a/-Taqrib did
NOT declare her thiqgah (trustworthy). Rather, he said concerning her “maqbulah”, that is (she is

accepted) where she is seconded.

The other: is that al-Mughirah — and he was Ibn Migsam al-Dhabi — even though he was thigah
(trustworthy), precise, except that he used to do fadlis, as al-Hafiz stated. And he has narrated it in

an ‘an-an manner.44

The bottomline is that the report of Abu Na’im is dha’if jiddan (very weak). It has several serious defects
in it: Yusuf b. Asbat is dha’if; al-Mughirah is a mudalis and has narrated in an ‘an-‘an manner; and Umm
Musa is majhulah (unknown) or magbulah and has NOT been seconded in her report. Besides, there
were many of the Sahabah who considered Amir al-Muminin to have been superior to Abu Bakr and
‘Umar — and he never punished or killed them! This exposes the clear fallacy of the fairytale from Abu

Na’im.
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