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10) Hadith Al-Ada, Investigating Its Authenticity

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states:
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His statement “None can discharge on my behalf except ‘Ali” is a lie. 1
This hadith is recorded by Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) in his Sunan:

s ele Al lon all Jguy JU 10 8ulin 0 gian oo Ga] ol e i Wian g ot Jue Lo lfua
e sf UT Y] e ugi¥s e oo Uls o e oL

Isma’il b. Musa — Sharik — Abu Ishaq — Habashi b. Junadah:

(13

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “’Ali is from me and | am from ‘Ali, and none can

discharge on my behalf except myself or ‘Ali.2

Al-Tirmidhi comments:

This hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain)3

Al-Albani (d. 1420 H) also says:

Hasan.4
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The Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, further put this declaration into practice during his
lifetime. Imam lbn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H) records:
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‘Affan — Hamad b. Salamah — Simak — Anas:

The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr with Barat to Makkah. But, he recalled him and sent ‘Ali

(instead), and said, “None can convey it except a man from my Ahl aI-Bayt.”§

This chain is apparently sahih. ‘Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about ‘Affan, the first narrator:
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‘Affan b. Muslim b. ‘Abd Allah al-Bahili, Abu ‘Uthman al-Saffar: thigah (trustworthy), thabt

(accurate).6

‘Allamah al-Albani also says:

‘A)Lw die i :JG cr.'.uua cH QL&.; e

u{.;g,.;ﬁ.” Jl;_}wiﬁiuh:& (f))uuu.c@;m.sl.uu! IMJ s

Narrated ‘Affan b. Muslim: | was with Salam....

| say: This chain is sahih up to Salam, and ‘Affan is thiqah, from the narrators of the two Shaykhs.7
What of the shaykh of ‘Affan b. Muslim, that is, Hamad b. Salamah? Al-Hafiz again states:
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Hamad b. Salamah b. Dinar al-Basri, Abu Salamah: Thigah (trustworthy), ‘abid (a great worshipper of
Allah), the most reliable person with regards to Thabit. His memory weakened at the end (of his life).8

‘Allamah al-Albani agrees on his trustworthiness, but with a mistaken reservation:
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Aswad — Hamad b. Salamah — Qatadah — ‘lkrimah — lbn ‘Abbas:

Its narrators are all thigah (trustworthy), narrators of (Sahih) Muslim. However, despite that high status
of Hamad, in his ahadith from other than Thabit, there is a problem. This is why (Imam) Muslim never
records his ahadith except those from Thabit. This is (also) why al-Hafiz says in a/-Taqrib: “Thigah
(trustworthy), ‘abid (a great worshipper of Allah), the most reliable person with regards to Thabit. His
memory weakened at the end (of his life)”.9

The above submission is inaccurate, actually. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) has, for instance, recorded this
chain:
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Hadab b. Khalid al-Azdi — Hamad b. Salamah — Simak b. Harb — Jabir b. Samurah10

As we shall soon prove, ‘Allamah al-Albani himself also accepts that Hamad authentically transmitted

from Simak.
Concerning the last narrator, Simak, Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) says:
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Simak b. Harb, Abu al-Mughirah al-Hazali al-Kufi: Saduq (very truthful).... | say: Muslim had relied
[upon him] as a hujjah in his reports, from Jabir b. Samurah, al-Nu’man b. Bashir, and a group of
others. 11

So, the chain is sahih upon the standard of Sahih Muslim.
Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) further records
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‘Abd Allah — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) ‘Abd al-Samad and ‘Affan — Hamad al-Ma’ni — Simak —
Anas b. Malik:



Verily, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr al-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with
him, with Barat (to Makkah). But, when he reached Dhu al-Halifah, he (the Prophet) — as narrated by
‘Affan — said: “None can convey it except myself or a man from my Ahl al-Bayt.” So, he sent ‘Al

with it (instead). 12
Note that Hamad b. Salamah is occasionally referred to as al-Ma’ni, as documented by lbn Asakir (d.

571 H):
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.... Abu Shibl and Hasan, that is Ibn Musa — Hamad b. Salamah al-Ma’ni — Thabit.... 13

Therefore, there should no confusion due to this new phrase “al-Ma’ni”.

Shockingly, Shaykh al-Arnaut says about the above chain of Musnad Ahmad'
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lts chain is da’if due to the repugnancy of its matn (content) 14

This is a rather disturbing manner of weakening asanid! So, if someone does not like the content of a

hadith, he is free to declare its patently reliable sanad as dha’if only on that basis?!

Meanwhile, al-Arnaut has authenticated a very similar chain in the same book:
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‘Abd Allah — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — ‘Abd al-Samad and ‘Affan — Hamad — Thabit — Anas.... Its

chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim. 15

The only difference is: instead of Simak, there is Thabit. But, what does al-Arnaut say about Simak?

Here are his words:
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‘Abd Allah — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - Mu’awiyah b. ‘Amr — Zaidah — Simak b. Harb — ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. al-Qasim — his father — ‘Aishah.... Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Sahih)



Muslim. 16

In other words, Shaykh al-Arnaut is fully well aware that the chain of Hadlith al-Ada — which he
baselessly discredits — is truly sahih upon the standard of Sahih Muslim!

Imam al-Tirmidhi too records about the Prophet’s practicalization of the hadith:
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Muhammad b. Bashar — ‘Affan b. Muslim and ‘Abd al-Samad b. ‘Abd al-Warith — Hamad b. Salamah —
Simak b. Harb — Anas b. Malik:

The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr with Barat to Makkah. But, he recalled him and said, “It
is NOT right for ANYONE to convey this except a man from my family.” So, he summoned ‘Ali and
gave it to him.17

Al-Tirmidhi says:

This hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain)18

‘Allamah al-Albani concurs:

lts chain is hasan19

Imam Abu Ya’'la al-Mawsili (d. 307 H) also documents:
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Zuhayr — ‘Affan — Hamad b. Salamah — Simak — Anas:

Verily, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr with (Barat) to the people of Makkah.

Then he recalled him, and sent ‘Ali (instead), and said, “None can convey it except a man from my



Ahl al-Bayt.”20

Shaykh Dr. Asad says:
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Its chain is hasan.21

Shaykh Muhammad Ghazali al-Saqga (d. 1416 H) has his own submission too:
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The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, appointed Abu Bakr the amir over the Hajj, in order to lead
the Muslims in the performance of the Hajj rites. So, he left Madinah, driving camels ahead of him,
turning his face towards the Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah). Then, wahy (divine revelation) descended
with Surah Barat after Abu Bakr had left and had reached al-Hajij.

So, it was suggested to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, to send a messenger with the
verses to him (i.e. Abu Bakr) so that he could recite it to all the pilgrims. But the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, had the opinion that he should send ‘Ali b. Abi Talib with it (to the Hajj, instead),
saying: “None can discharge on my behalf except a man from my Ahl al-Bayt.”22

‘Allamah al-Albani says about the report:
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It is a hasan hadith. |Ibn Hisham (2/328) recorded it, from Ibn Ishaq, from Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. ‘Al
in a mursal manner. However, it has corroborating reports that strengthen it. Ibn Kathir (also) mentioned
it in his Tarikh (5/37-38).23

Finally, Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records Ibn ‘Abbas’ testimony, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, that Hadlith al-Ada

is an exclusive merit of ‘Ali:
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Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ja’far b. Hamdan al-Qati’i — ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal — my father (Ahmad b.
Hanbal) Yahya b. Hamad — Abu Awanah — Abu Balj - ‘Amr b. Maymun:

| was sitting in the company of Ibn ‘Abbas when nine men came to him and said, “O Ibn ‘Abbas! Either
you debate with us, or tell these folks that you prefer a private debate.” So, Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I would
rather participate with you.” In those days, he had not lost his eye-sight yet. So they started talking, but |

was not sure exactly what they were talking about.

Then he came, squeezing his robe, and saying: “Nonsense! They are attacking a man who has ten
EXCLUSIVE merits.... The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent so-and-so with Surat al-
Tawbah. But, he sent ‘Ali to go after him and take it from him, and said, “None goes with it except a

man who is from me and | am from him.”24

Al-Hakim says:

This hadith has a sahih chain.25

Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) corroborates him:

s

Sahih.26

‘Allamah Ahmad Shakir also declares about the sanad:
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Its chain is sahih.27

‘Allamah al-Albani too says concerning its chain:
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Its chain is hasan.28

Dr. Al-Jawabirah says the same thing:
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Its chain is hasan.29

Imam al-Busiri is not left out either, concerning the chain:
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A sahih chain.30
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