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13) Hadith Al-Thagalayn: Clarifying The
Confusions Of Ibn Taymiyyah (Part 1)

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) says:
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As for that which is narrated by (Imam) Muslim, that at Ghadir Khumm he (the Prophet) said: “I am

leaving behind over you the two weighty things (al-thagalayn): the Book of Allah” — and he mentioned

the Book of Allah and focused exclusively on it, then he said — “and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. |

remind you, by Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt” three times, this is one of the reports which are documented by

(Imam) Muslim alone, and al-Bukhari did not record it. Al-Tirmidhi narrated it, and recorded an

additional part for it: “Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-

Fount.”
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Many of the hadith scientists have criticized this additional part, and he said: “It is not part of the hadith”.
As for those who believed in its authenticity, they said, “It only proves that the ‘itrah as a whole, who are
the Banu Hashim, will never agree on an error.” This is what a group from the Ahl al-Sunnah say, and it

is from the replies of al-Qadhi Abu Ya'la and others.

And the hadith in (Sahih) Muslim — if the Prophet, peace be upon him, really said it — there is nothing in it
except a command to follow the Book of Allah (alone); and the command for this matter had already
been given before that during the Farewell Hajj, and he did not give a command to follow the offspring
(‘itrah).

Rather, he said, “I remind you, by Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt.” The remembrance of them by the Ummah
means that they must remember what had previously been commanded before that, in terms of giving
them their rights and refraining from oppressing them. And this matter had already been explained
before Ghadir Khumm. 1

He also says:
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As for his statement “and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each other
until they meet me at the Lake-Fount”, this is recorded by al-Tirmidhi. Ahmad b. Hanbal was asked
about it, and he declared it dha’if, and many of the people of knowledge equally classified it as dha’if and
said, “It is not authentic”. A group have also replied it with that which proves that his Ahl al-Bayt
altogether do not agree on an error. They said “We too say that” as al-Qadi Abu Ya'la and others
mentioned.2

The arguments of our Shaykh, in simplified forms, are:

There are only two versions of Hadith al-Thaqalayn: that of Sahih Muslim and the other of Sunan al-
Tirmidhi.

The version of al-Tirmidhi was declared dha’if by Ahmad and the other people of knowledge.
The version of Sahih Muslim is doubtful too, which is why lbn Taymiyyah says about it: “if the Prophet

really said it”.

The version in Sahih Muslim only commands the Ummah to follow the Qur'an alone. It contains no order
to follow the Ahl al-Bayt.

So, no one is obliged to follow the Ahl al-Bayt.



The ‘itrah of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, are all of Banu Hashim, including all those who are

not from his offspring.

These submissions of our dear Shaykh — as usual — contain several levels of misleading information.
First and foremost, every single version of the hadith is sahih as we have proved so far — whether that of
Sahih Muslim, or Sunan al-Tirmidhi or others. None of them is dha’if. So, even if Ahmad b. Hanbal and
some other Sunni ‘ulama had declared some versions of the hadith as dha’if, they would have made
such statements in error. Meanwhile, errors of scholars are not followed in Islam, nor are they accepted
as hujjah. All the various versions of Hadith al-Thagalayn have been narrated through sahih or hasan

chains. As such, there is no doubt about their authenticity.

Secondly, as Ibn Taymiyyah himself admits, the Prophet had described the Qur'an and the Ahl al-Bayt
as “the Two Weighty Things” (thagalayn). This, of course, was primarily to stress the significance of
following them both! Let us remind the esteemed reader of the words of Imam Ibn al-Athir (d. 606 H), a

leading classical Sunni hadith linguist, in this regard:
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[l am leaving among you the Two Weighty Things: the Book of Allah and my offspring], he named them
both thagalayn because holding fast to them both and following them are weighty (responsibilities). And
every priceless weighty thing is called thagal. Therefore, he named them thagalayn to highlight their

significance and to extol their importance.3

So, it is absolutely proved from that term — thagalayn — alone that the Messenger was forcefully
commanding his entire Ummah to follow both the Qur'an and the Ahl al-Bayt after him. The conclusion
of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah is, therefore, a clear misrepresentation of the true instruction of the Prophet of

Islam.

Thirdly, our Shaykh has defined the ‘itrah of the Prophet as being the whole of Banu Hashim. This
obviously converts the meaning of the word from “offspring” to “clan”. However, this contradicts the
default, customary definition of the term. Ibn Manzur, the ace Sunni lexicographer, submits on the word
“‘itrah”:
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The common masses claim that it (i.e. ‘itrah) refers to the offspring of the man alone, and that the ‘itrah

of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, are the offspring of Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with



her. This was the statement of Ibn Sayyiduh.4

Of course, the Messenger of Allah was certainly speaking in the language of the common masses to all
of humanity!

Even then, the “offspring” in Hadith al-Thagalayn are only a few people, and not everyone who is
descended from the Prophet. As ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) records, he identified those intended as
his offspring in the ahadith as his khalifahs:
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| am leaving behind over you TWO KHALIFAHS: the Book of Allah - a rope stretching between the
heaven and the earth — and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each

other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.5

Then, the ‘Allamah comments:

G
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Therefore, anyone who is not a khalifah from the progeny of Muhammad — however pious or
knowledgeable he or she is - is excluded from the “offspring” in the ahadith. This automatically excludes
all females from the loins of the Messenger. A female can never be a legitimate khalifah in Islam.
Moreover, even the number of these male khalifahs from the Ahl al-Bayt is only twelve, as declared by

the Prophet himself.
Therefore, only twelve people from the bloodline of Muhammad are included in Hadith al-Thagalayn.

Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) has this authentic hadith:
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‘Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Mumal b. Isma’il - Hammad b. Salamah —
Dawud b. Hind — al-Shu’bi — Jabir b. Samurah:
| heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “There will be for this Ummah TWELVE KHALIFAHS.”7

Shaykh al-Arnaut says:
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It is a sahih hadith.8

So, any other khalifah apart from these twelve is NOT “for” this Ummah. He is only an impostor. This

riwayah is extremely significant.
Ahmad again documents:
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‘Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Hashim — Zuhayr — Ziyad b. Khaythamah — al-
Aswad b. Sa’id al-Hamdani — Jabir b. Samurah:

| heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying, or the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, said: “THERE WILL BE AFTER ME TWELVE KHALIFAHS, all of them from Quraysh.”9

Al-Arnaut comments:

It is a sahih hadith10
There will no be more than twelve khalifahs after the Rasul. This hadith is explicit and emphatic.

Another point to note is that the khilafah of the twelve from Quraysh, from the Prophet’s offspring, shall
remain continuous, unbroken and uninterrupted till the Last Hour. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records in this

regard:
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Qutaybah b. Sa’id and Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah — Hatim b. Isma’il — al-Muhajir b. Musmar — ‘Amir b.
Sa’d b. Abi Waqgas:



| sent a letter to Jabir b. Samurah through my servant, Nafi’, to inform me of something he heard from
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. So, he wrote in reply back to me: “I heard the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, saying on a Friday, on the eve of the stoning of al-Aslami, saying: ‘The
religion will never cease to stand until the establishment of the Hour or as long as there are twelve

khalifahs over you, all of them from Quraysh.” 11

In simpler words, the rule of the twelve khalifahs will remain uninterrupted as long as Islam, as a religion,
“stands” on the surface of the earth. Meanwhile, Islam will never fall until the Hour. So, the rule of the
twelve khalifah will last continuously till al-Qiyamah. The very moment their rule ceases, Islam will

collapse.
The same point is emphasized in this hadith of Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H):
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Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali — Sunayd b. Dawud — Hajjaj — Ibn Jurayj — Muhammad b. Talhah — Mu’awiyah b. Abi
Sufyan, who said while on the pulpit:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “There will never cease to be a wali from
Quraysh.”12

Al-Albani comments:
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A sahih hadith. 13

The authority of the wali is called al-wilayah. A reference is made to this, in an hadith of Imam Muslim:
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lbn Abi ‘Umar — Sufyan — ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Umayr — Jabir b. Samurah:

| heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “The affairs of humanity will never cease to continue as
long as twelve men rule them by wilayah.” Then, the Prophet, peace be upon him said a sentence which

was not clear to me. So, | asked my father: “What did the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, say?”



He replied, “All of them will be from Quraysh.”14
This hadith, which is extremely crucial, establishes the following points:
The authority of the twelve men is over all of humanity.

As long as human affairs continue on the earth, then one of these twelve men is exercising wilayah over

them.
There is always a wali from Quraysh over humanity as a whole at every point in time.
Human affairs on our planet will end with the wilayah of the twelve men only.

Another key fact about these twelve men is that they are all kings. They are all royal khalifahs, in a

dynastic system. Imam Ahmad here presents the relevant hadith:
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‘Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - Yunus b. Muhammad — Hammad b. Zayd —
Mujalid — al-Sha’bi — Jabir b. Samurah:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon to us at ‘Arafat and said, “This affair
will never cease to be strong, invincible and victorious over whoever opposes it as long as twelve

(people) rule by kingdom. All of them....”

(Jabir said): | did not understand what was said after that. So, | said to my father, “What did he say after

‘all of them...”?”. He replied, “All of them will be from Quraysh.”15

Al-Arnaut says:
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A sahih hadith16
Imam lbn Hibban (d. 354 H) here documents a mutaba’ah for Mujalid:
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Ibrahim b. Nasr al-Anbari — ‘Ali b. Khashram — ‘Isa b. Yunus — ‘Imran al-Qubi — al-Sha’bi — Jabir b.

Samurah:

| heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying during the Farewell Hajj: “The affair of this Ummah will
never cease to be victorious over whoever opposes it as long as twelve khalifahs rule by kingdom.”17

Meanwhile, Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) has recorded an interesting shahid:

JE JG 8550 o e @olaidl i ye ool Wias rllo o dslae liua Olin o s llia puie o1 woaf liua
Ol el L g le all Lin alll s,
Ahmad b. Mani’ — Zayd b. Hubbab — Mu’awiyah b. Salih — Abu Maryam al-Ansari — Abu Hurayrah:
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “THE KINGDOM is in Quraysh.”18

‘Allamah al-Albani comments:
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Imam Ahmad has written it too:
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‘Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Zayd b. al-Hubbab — Mu’awiyah b. Salih — Abu
Maryam — Abu Hurayrah:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “THE KINGDOM is in Quraysh.”20

Assessing the sanad, al-Albani says:
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This chain is sahih. Its narrators are thigah (trustworthy), narrators of (Sahih) Muslim, apart from Abu

Maryam, and he is al-Ansari, and he is thiqah (trustworthy) as stated in al-Taqrib.21

Then, he adds:
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| say: Zayd is thigah (trustworthy), saduq (very truthful) as stated in al-Mizan, and he has narrated it in a
marfu’ manner. It is a ziyadah which must be accepted as it has been repeatedly mentioned in al-
Mustalah.22

In another hadith, the Prophet interchanged “kingdom” and “khilafah”. Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim records:
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Abu Salih Hudbah b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab — al-Nadhr b. Shumayl — Shu’bah — Habib b. al-Zubayr — ‘Abd
Allah b. Abi al-Hudhayl:

We were sitting with ‘Amr b. al-‘As, discussing al-figh. Then, a man from Bakr, said, “If Quraysh do not
desist, Allah will place this affair in another group among Arabs.” So, ‘Amr b. al-‘As replied, “You lied! |
heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying: ‘The khilafah is in Quraysh till the

establishment of the Hour.””23

And ‘Allamah al-Albani says:
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Its chain is good.24

lbn Abi ‘Asim further documents:
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Abu Bakr — ‘Affan — Sikkin b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — Abu al-Minhal Sayyar b. Salamah:

| went with my father to Abu Barzah while | was a still boy, and he (Abu Barzah) said: “The Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘The Imams are from Quraysh.””25

Al-Albani comments:
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It is a sahih hadith. Its chain is hasan.26

We know from all these authentic ahadith that each true khalifah is a royal king, a wali, and an Imam. By
extension, we also see that the khilafah is kingdom, wilayah and Imamah. Notably, since the khilafah is
kingdom, it necessarily follows that it is both hereditary and dynastic in nature.
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