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14. The Ethos Of Prophet Moses

Introduction

Prophet Moses was son of Imran son of Qahath, son of Levy, son of Jacob son of Isaac, son of
Abraham, the friend of Allah. His mother’s name was Yokabid. Historians have recorded the date of his
birth as 3748 years after the fall of Adam. Moses’s story with Pharoah is very strange which is discussed
here briefly.

Some fortune-tellers prophesied of the birth of a baby who would put an end to Pharoah’s reign. Hence

all the baby boys were being killed by Pharoah’s agents.

"...Killing your sons and sparing your women, and in this there was a great trial" (2:49)

This verse refers to the same topic. The night Moses was to be begotten, his father, Imran happened to
be on duty as a guard in Pharoah’s palace. At midnight, Youkabed came to Imran for a business but
soon they had an intercourse and Moses fetus was made. Yet the signs of pregnancy did not appear in
her due to the grace of Allah till Moses was born after six months and two days. Yokabid suckled her
baby for three months but she could not hide him.

So Allah inspired her:

“..then when you fear for him, cast him into the river and do not fear nor grieve; surely we will

bring him back to you and make him one of the apostles.” (28:7)
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Hence Yokabid went to kharbil, the carpenter asking him to make a box for her. The carpenter came to


https://www.al-islam.org
https://www.al-islam.org/
https://www.al-islam.org/ethics-prophets-mohammad-mehdi-taj-langaroodi
https://www.al-islam.org/ethics-prophets-mohammad-mehdi-taj-langaroodi/14-ethos-prophet-moses

know what the box was for. So he went to Pharaoh’s palace to inform him of the event but God made
him dumb. Upon returning from Pharoah’s palace, he could speak once again and he knew it was a sign
of God. Therefore he made the box at once and gave it to Yokabid. She smeared the box with tar, put
the baby in it, fastened it tightly and threw it into Nile River. Pharoah’s daughter, called Anissa who
happened to stroll on the Nile bank took the box. Opening it, she saw a three-month-old baby. Knowing
that he had been thrown into Nile River for tear of Pharoah, she called him Musa meaning, taken out of
water. So she took him to Asya whose heart was filled with the baby’s love then they took the baby to
Pharoah and told him the story. Pharoah decided to kill the baby but was dis38ed from doing so due to

Asya’s intercession.

«And Firon’s wife said: A refreshment of the eye to me and to you; do not slay him; maybe he will

be useful to us, or we may make him for a son; and they did not perceive.» (28:9)
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This verse refers to the same subject.
Moses’ mother was eventually brought to Pharaoh’s palace as a nurse of the baby.

“so we gave him back to his mother that her eye might be refreshed, and that she might not
grieve.” (28:10)
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Moses was in Pharaoh’s palace for forty years till one day Moses killed a man unintentionally and for
fear of being punished, left Egypt for Madyan. He was taking a rest under the shade of a tree when he
saw Prophet Shuayb’s daughters whom he helped to water their sheep from a nearby well. He was then
taken to the house of Shuayb who was to give one of his daughters to him in marriage against ten years
of working for him. Shuayb had seventy rods belonging to the preceding Prophets and gave one to
Moses with his choice. Moses became a shepherd of Shuayb for ten years and married Safuara
(Zipporah). Moses left Madyan for Egypt with his wife and children at the age of 79 and reached the

sacred valley, Tuwa. There was a rainstorm and Moses saw a fire.
He left his wife and children behind and went for the fire hearing the call:

“Surely I am Lord, therefore put off your shoes.” (20:12)
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And he was appointed as a messenger. He cast down his rod and it turned into a big snake which began

running. Moses was frightened and stepped back. There was a call:

“Take hold of it and fear not” (20:21)

Moses took hold of the snake and it turned into rod. Then there was another call:

“And press your hand to your side, it shall come out white” (20:22)
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Then god inspired:

“go to Firon, surely he has exceeded all limits." (20:24).
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Moses along with his brother, Haroun went to Pharoah who recognized him saying: Are you not the
same person who were with us for years killed a man and escaped for Egypt? Moses said: Yes, | am the
same man, but now | am God’s messenger and sent to invite you to worship Allah. Pharoah told the

courtiers that the man was mad

"So he cast down his rod, and lo! It was an obvious serpent.” (26:32).
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Those who were present ran away and Pharoah fell from his throne. Then Moses pressed his hand to
his side and his hand flashed with light. Pharoah attributed magic to Moses saying: We can do magic
too. Then he gathered 72 magicians and invited people to come to Nile bank to watch their magic works.
The magicians cast down their ropes shaped as snakes. People were made to believe that they were

shakes. But at this time, Moses was inspired:

"Fear not surely you shall be the uppermost" (20:68)
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Moses cast down the rod. It turned into a serpent which devoured the magicians’ snakes.
"And the magicians were thrown down prostrate; they said: We believe in the lord of the worlds."
(26: 46-47)
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Threatening the magicians, Pharoah said:

"Certainly 1 will cut off your hands and your feet on opposite sides, and certainly I will crucify you
all."” (26:49)
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Then the beautician of Pharoah’s family and his wife, Asya believed in the Lord but they were killed at
once. Moses had the mission to take the children of Israel form Egypt to Kan’an but Pharoah opposed it.
To punish him, Moses struck the Nile with his rod and the water of it turned into blood. Pharaoh agreed
to the exodus of Bani-Israel provided that the water of Nile would turn to its normal state. Moses
accepted and struck Nile River with his rod making blood turn into water but Pharoah broke his promise.
Moses once again struck Nile River with his rod making it to be filled with frogs in way people were
horrified. Pharoah agreed to the exodus of Bani-Israel provided that the disaster was removed. Yet he

kept breaking his promise when the disaster was removed.

This time, Moses struck the ground with his rod making people to be affected by lice. After seven days,
this disaster too was removed. But he was denied exodus. Moses prayed to God to affect them with
gnats which filled the whole city. After seven days. Pharoah sent a message saying: | will allow you to
make sacrifice for your Lord. But Moses did not accept. Pharoah allowed them to go out but not too far,
provided that the disaster of gnats would be removed. But when gnats disappeared with Moses’ prayer,

Pharoah denied Bani-Israel the exodus.

At this time, all cattle, sheep and camels belonging to Coptic in desert died all of a sudden. Pharoah was
as obstinate as ever before.

At this time, Moses and Haroon (Aaron) brought some ashes before Pharoah and threw it into the air
making people affected with a bad smallpox. Yet Pharoah kept on denying them exodus. Moses struck
the ground with his rod making a dark cloud appear followed by rainstorm. Pharoah agreed to Bani-

Israel’s exodus but as soon as the disaster was removed, he was the same as before.

This time Moses struck the ground with his rod making locusts to eat all plants which was a horror to
people. Pharoah asked Moses to remove the disaster. Moses did so but Pharoah did not change.



This time, with Moses’s prayer, dark overwhelmed everywhere in a way that people could not see one
another for three days. Pharoah was forced to allow exodus. After finding Joseph’s ark in the Nile River,

Moses made their way out of Egypt with the children of Israel by night.

"So go forth with my servants by night; surely you will be pursued.” (44:23)
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At this time, Pharoah decided to chase and punish them. He moved with thousands of soldiers till he
reached the shore of the sea where Bani-Israel had set up their tents. Seeing the army of Pharoah, the
children of Israel became anxious. But Moses said:

"Surely my Lord is with me: he will show me a way out. Then we revealed to Musa: Strike the sea
with your staff. So it had cloven asunder." (26:62-63)
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Moses came to the edge of the sea, struck the sea with his rod making twelve gates for Bani-Israel to
pass through. Being astonished by the event, Pharoah and his army followed Bani-Israel into the sea.
When the last of Moses’s followers came out of the sea and the last of Pharoah’s soldiers entered the

sea, the signs of torment appeared to Pharoah who said:

'l believe that there is no god but He in Whom the children of Israel believe." (10:90)
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At this time, Gabriel threw a handful of dust at his mouth saying:

"What! Now? And indeed you disobeyed before and you were of the mischief-makers." (10:91)
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So there came upon them of the sea that which came upon them." (20:78)

The sea water came back to its former state drowning Pharaoh with his army.



"And We saved Musa and those with him, all of them." (26:65)
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In addition to what was narrated here, there stories a bout Moses and Qarun which are found in the
History of Prophets. Moses passed a way 3868 years after the fall of Adam at the age of 120 and his
body was buried in the valley of Mavab near Beit-Faqgfoor.

Moses’ Devotion

n

"And mention Musa in the Book; surely he was one purified, and he was an apostle, a Prophet.
(19:51)
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Moses’ Advice

‘Musa said to his people: Ask help from Allah and be patient; surely the land is Allah’s; He
causes such of His servants to inherit it as He pleases, and the end is for those who guard
(against evil)." (7: 128)
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Advice On Reliance

"And Musa said: O my people! If you believe in Allah, then rely on Him (alone) if you submit (to
Allah)." (10:84)
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Seeking Help God

'He said: O my Lord! Expand my breast for me, And make my affair easy to me, and loose knot
from my tongue, that they may understand my word." (20:25- 28)
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Asking For Deliverance

"And a man came running from the remotest part of the city. He said: O Musa! Surely the chiefs
are consulting together to slay you, therefore depart (at once); surely | am of those who wish well
to you. So he went forth therefrom, fearing, awaiting, (and) he said: My Lord! Deliver me from the
unjust people." (28:20- 21)
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Need For God

When Moses helped Shuayb’s daughters with watering the herd near the well in Madyan, he went back
to the shade and said:

"Surely | stand in need of whatever good Thou mayest send down to me." (28:24)

Keeping Away From Lustful Look

When Shuayb’s daughters told him about Moses’ help with watering the herd, he told one of them to go
back and invite Moses to reward him. She came back to him saying: My father invites you to reward you

for having watered our flocks.

Moses stood up and she walked in front of him. Wind blew and caused her robe to stick to her rump. So
Moses said: Walk behind me and lead me the way. If | take the wrong way, throw a pebble before me so
that | may take another route, for we are of the people who do not look at women’s rump. When Moses
entered Shuayb’s house, one of the daughter said: Reward this strong and trustworthy man. Shuayb
said: | know about his being strong since he drew the bucket out of well all by himself, but what is his

being trustworthy for? His daughter told him about what had happened on the way.
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Modesty And Humility Before God

Moses used to go to a place where no one could see him whenever he wanted to wash himself.
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Moses used to rub his cheeks on the earth immediately after performing his prayer.
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Deeds For God

When Moses entered Shuayb’s house, he was preparing the supper. So he invited him to have supper
with them. Moses said: | seek refuge with Allah. Shuayb asked him: Aren’t you hungry? Moses said:
Yes, | am, but | am afraid you regard this supper as my compensation for having watered for them, and |
am from a family that does not sell any deed for the hereafter even if the price was the fill of the earth
with gold. Shuayb said to him: No, by Allah, O young man! This is only my custom and the custom of my

forefathers. We always shelter and feed our guests. Only then Moses sat and ate with him.
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Moses And The He-Goat

It has been reported that when Moses was still the shepherd of Shuayb, a he-goat fled from the flock to
the top of the mountain. Moses chased him all day long and when he came up to him, he kissed his
face, removed dust from his head and apologizingly said: O hapless one, | made you suffer for coming
after you but | did not mean to take and sell you, rather | feared wolves might tear you apart. He then put
the goat on his shoulders and brought him back to the flock. When Moses’ good temper became perfect,
he was inspired: “O Moses, now you deserve to be a messenger. Go to Pharaoh and speak softly to him

perhaps he will remember and fear Allah.”

JW}A@;;/L‘AJ” l._\.a.‘AA/N /MMQA‘;;QJ[A?MI‘L&M s "‘;L;.QIL;:;;:)[S‘AMIM.L:L’_“)}A:)I;S;)

Gl saie r,mJuJ@ywurﬂleqédggm Gl Gl Jlall Gug) S aes Bole o Gyt
da DU 5 Wi Ta3adt (< wulfdymlulsydglur%wﬁﬂr lia Gliiadl ol gall



oz ’f}a/a P - vy

SR WERSTH A [T R R B AT P

Thanking God During His Childhood

During his Childhood, when he was with Pharaoh, Moses sneezed and said: Praise is due to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds. Pharaoh was infuriated and slapped him on the face and said: What is this that you

are saying?
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Sympathy And Prayer For Asieh

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn —Abbas that once Pharaoh was tormenting his wife, Asieh to
force her to convert to his religion when Moses passed by her. Asieh complained to Moses with a sign of
her finger. Moses invoked God to ease the torment. After this invocation, Asieh felt no pain any longer

but she remained under Pharaoh’s torment till she passed away.
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Seeking God’s Pleasure

It has been reported that once Moses said: O Lord! Guide me to an affair in which there is Your
pleasure. God inspired: O son of Imran! My pleasure is a difficult task for you and you can not endure it.
Moses fell into prostration, started weeping and said; O Lord! You have spoken to me whereas You had
not spoken to any human being before. Why then don’t You guide me to an act to win Your pleasure?
God inspired: My pleasure lies in that you are pleased with what | have destined for you.
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His Humility

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that God inspired Moses: O Musa! Do you know
why among all my creatures, | have chosen you as interlocutor (one to whom God speaks)? Moses said:
No, O my Lord! God again inspired: | did not find on the earth any one more humble than you. So,
Moses prostrated, rubbed his cheeks on the earth as a sign of humility to his Lord, the Most Honored,
the Most Exalted.
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No Way To Escape From Death

Ibon-Ammareh quoting his fathers said: | asked Imam Sadeq how Moses had passed away. The Imam
said: When his term came to an end and his life was to terminate and his sustenance had been cut off,
the angel of death came to him and said: Peace be upon you O one to whom God spoke! Moses said:
Peace be upon you too, who are you? He said: | am the angel of death. Moses asked him: What brought
you here? The angel said: | have come to take you soul away. Moses asked him: Which part are you

going to take away first?

Angel said: Your mouth. Moses said: How so since | spoke to my Lord from it. The angel said: Then
your hand. Moses said: How so since with them did | carry Torah? The angel said: Then your feet.
Moses said: How so since they trod Mount Sinai? The angel said: Then your eyes. Moses said: How so
since they have always been looking to my Lord with hope? The angel said: Then you ears. Moses said:

How so since through them did | hear the words of my Lord?
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It was then that God inspired to the angel of death saying: Do not take away his soul till he is the one
who asks you to do so. Therefore, the angel of death left him. Moses remained in this world for the time
God had destined. He then called upon Joshua son of Nun, the executor of his last will, and asked him



to keep the news of his death to himself. He also told him who he should choose as the executor of his

last will after him.
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Then Moses disappeared from his people. He happened to pass by a man digging a grave. Moses
asked him: shall | help you dig this grave. The man responded positively. Moses helped him dig it. Then
Moses lied down in it to see how it felt to be inside a grave. It was then that the veil was removed from
his eyes, and he saw his place in paradise. Moses said: O Lord! Do take my soul to Yourself! the angel
of death took his soul right there and then buried him in that grave and turned the soil on him. The man
whom Moses had helped dig the grave was angel of death himself who had assumed a human form.
Upon his death, a voice from heavens was heard saying: Moses has died, who does not?!
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God’s Command Above Mother's Request

When Moses was leaving Madyan for Egypt along with his wife and children, he visited his mother’s
house as a guest but his mother did not recognize him. On that night, they were having pottage, Moses
was sitting in a corner of the house when his brother Aaron arrived. He asked his mother: Who is this
man? The mother said: A guest. Then they ate together and while talking, Aaron asked the guest: Who
are you? He said: | am Musa. Both stood up and embraced each other. When they showed courtesy,
Moses said: O Harun! Let us go to Firawn (Pharaoh), for God has given us the mission. Aaron said: | will
come with you. When their mother heard about it, she cried saying: For god sake, do not go to him, for
he will kill you. Moses and Aaron did not take heed of her and set out to do what God had commanded.
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Warm Welcome Given To Shuayb

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Reza that Shuayb (Moses’ father-in-law) used to visit

Moses once a year. During the meals, Moses used to cut the bread into pieces for Shuayb.
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The late Sayyed Nematollah Jazayeri while narrating it said: This proves that the host must serve the

guest.

Asking For An Advice From Khidr

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when Moses decided to depart from Khidr, he

asked him to give him pieces of advice. A few words of advice by Khidr were:

Stop being obstinate;

Do not go after anything unless you need to,

Do not laugh without reason;

Have your errors in mind and beware of people’s errors.
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Thanking God For Drowning Pharaoh

When God drowned Pharaoh and his army, Moses and Israelites (Bani-Israel) praised God.
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Moses Broken Heart

God inspired Moses by asking: Do you know why | have made you supplicate and appointed you as a
messenger towards people? He said: No, O my Lord! God said: It is because | have tried my servants

but found no heart as humble as yours. For this reason, | loved to give a sublime position for | am to be



found in the broken hearts.
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Seeking Advice From Khidr

Moses said to Khidr: | would like you to give me an advice whereby God will benefit me. Khidr said: A
speaker is less bored that a listener. Hence, when you are speaking take care not to be boring. Know
that you heart is as a Container. Therefore, take note of how you fill this container. Also detach from the
world and leave it behind, for the world is not your abode nor a permanent resting-place for you, but a
place for promoting the servants to sublime positions and attaining a provision for the Day of Judgment.
Deny yourself’ to be rescued from sin.

O Moses! Prepare yourself for knowledge if you wish, for knowledge belongs to one who has prepared
himself for it. Neither speak too much nor be an idle talker, for speaking too much does not befit the
scholars making them appear ugly and silly. But observe moderation, for it is both a success and
rightfulness. Keep away from ignorant ones and be patient towards them, for this is what the wise men
do and an ornament for them. Keep silent when an ignorant person swears at you, be patient and pass
by him cleverly. Add to your patience and cleverness if he keeps on swearing at you.
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Son of Imran! You do not know that you have been given but a little knowledge. To quarrel with
someone and to commit cruelty is a source of hardship and trouble. O son of Imran! Never open a door

you cannot close and never close a door you cannot open.

Son of Imran! How can one — whose greed of the world never comes to an end and whose love of

world does not expire, who is mean and is not content with God’s — be pious? How can one — whose



carnal desires control him — check his lusts? How can one who is overwhelmed by ignorance benefit

from knowledge? How can one endeavor for the hereafter while he loves the world?

Mosa! Practice what you have learnt. Never learn in order to relate, for it will bring ruin for you and light
for others. O Musa, the son of Imran! Make piety your garment and knowledge and God’s remembrance
your discourse. Do good deeds as much as possible, for you are exposed to evil things. Let your heart
beat with the fear of God, for it will please your Lord. Perform good deeds so that you will not do evil
acts. This is my advice if you wish to act on it. Then Khidr turned his back and left and Moses became

sad and started weeping.
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