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14. The Sunni Chase Of Shadows: The Name Of
His Father Is ‘Abd Allah?

The other claim made by Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) is that the name of the Mahdi’s father is Abd Allah,

and not al-Hasan. He repeats it again:
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The Ithna ‘Ashariyyah who claim that this is their madhhab, the name of their Mahdi is Muhammad b. al-
Hasan. But the described Mahdi, who was described by the Prophet, peace be upon him, his
name is Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah. This is why a group deleted the mention of the father from the
statement of the Messenger, so that it does not contradict what it (the group) falsely claims. Another
group also distorts it and says, “His ancestor was al-Husayn and his agnomen was Abu ‘Abd Allah.

Therefore, its meaning is that he is Muhammad, son of Abu ‘Abd Allah; and it (the second group) makes
the agnomen a name. One of those who did this was Ibn Talhah in his book which he named Ghayat al-
Sul fi Managqib al-Rasul. Whoever has the least observation knows that this is a clear distortion and a lie
upon the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. Is there anyone who understands from his
statement “his name corresponds with my name and the name of his father is the name of my
father” anything other than that the name of his father is ‘Abd Allah? Does this statement indicate

that the agnomen of his ancestor is Abu ‘Abd Allah?1
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He still has more words:
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The ahadith that are relied upon as hujjah (proof) for the coming out of the Mahdi are sahih
ahadith. Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhi, Ahmad and others narrated them in the hadiith of Ibn Mas’ud and of
others, like his statement, peace be upon him, in the hadith which was narrated by Ibn Mas’ud: “If there
remains only one more day left for this world, Allah will elongate that day till a man from me, or from my
Ahl al-Bayt, comes out. His name will correspond with my name, and his father's name will be the
name of my father. He will fill the earth with equity and justice just as it is filled with oppression and
injustice.”2

But, is there really any reliable Sunni hadith establishing that the name of the Mahdi’s father is the same

as that of the Prophet’s father? Let us check the riwayat to find out.

We start with this report of Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H):
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Abu Bakr b. Darim al-Hafiz — Muhammad b. ‘Uthman b. Sa’id al-Qurashi — Yazid b. Muhammad al-
Thaqgafi — Hibban b. Sadir — ‘Amr b. Qays al-Malai — al-Hakam — Ibrahim — ‘Algamah b. Qays and
‘Ubaydah al-Salmani — ‘Abd Allah b. Mas’ud, may Allah pleased with him:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, came to us ... and said: “We, Ahl al-Bayt, Allah has
chosen the Hereafter for us over this world. Verily, my Ahl al-Bayt will, after me, suffer expulsions and
fright in the towns, until the black flags rise from the East. So, they will demand the right, but they will not
give it. Then, they will demand it, but they will not give it. Then, they will demand it, but they will not give
it. As a result, they will fight and will be helped to achieve victory (by Allah). Whosoever amongst you or
your descendants meets it (i.e. that time), he must go to the Imam of my Ahl al-Bayt, even if he has to

crawl on snow, for they are flags of guidance. They will submit them to a man from my Ahl al-Bayt. His



name corresponds with my name, and the name of his father is the name of my father. He will rule
the earth by kingdom, and will thereby fill it with equity and justice just as it had been filled with

aggression and injustice.”3

Al-Hakim is quiet about this hadith, while Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) declares:

This is mawdhu’ (a fabrication).4
This, obviously, is no evidence.
Imam al-Maruzi (d. 288 H) gives us the second Sunni “proof™:
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Al-Walid and Rishdin — Ibn Luhay’ah — Israil b. ‘Ibad — Maymun al-Qidah — Abu al-Tufayl, may Allah be
pleased with him:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The Mahdi, his name is my name and the name of

his father is the name of my father.”5

Dr. al-Bastawi has a simple verdict too:
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Its chain is dha’if.6

Well, the sanad is actually dha’if jiddan (very weak), due to its multiple weaknesses. Al-Bastawi himself

gives these details about it:
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Al-Walid b. Muslim narrated in an ‘an-‘an manner. However, he has been seconded by Rishdeen who is
dha’if. But, both of them narrated from Ibn Luhay’ah who is (also) dha’if. As for Maymun al-Qidah, | did
not find any biographical entry for him (in the rijjal books).7



In any case, this riwayah is impotent too.

Imam al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463 H) records the third one:
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Al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. Balsha — Abu Sulayman Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali al-Harrani —
Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Qutaybah — Ahmad b. Muslim al-Halabi — ‘Abd Allah b. al-Sarri al-Madaini

— Abu ‘Umar al-Bazzaz — Mujalid b. Sa’id — al-Sha’bi — Tamim al-Dari:

| said, “O Messenger of Allah! | did not see any Roman city which is like a city called Antioch. And | did
not see any with more rains than it.” So, the Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “Yes. That is because
there are in it a/l-Tawrah, the staff of Musa, the pieces of the tablets and the table of Sulayman b.
Dawud, in one of its caves. There is no cloud which stands above it from any side except that it empties
completely all the blessings in it on that valley. The days and the nights will not end until a man from my
offspring resides in it. His name is my name and the name of his father is the name of my father.
His creation will resemble mine, and his character will also resemble mine. He will fill the earth with

equity and justice just as it had been filled with injustice and aggression.”8

Again, Dr. al-Bastawi says about the hadith:
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The hadith is mawdhu’ (a fabrication).9

With the total collapse of these three ahadith, we are left with only reports of ‘Asim b. Bahdalah, also
known as ‘Asim b. Abi al-Najud. Every other hadith which contains the phrase “and the name of his
father is the name of my father” has the name of ‘Asim in its chain. For instance, Imam al-Tabarani (d.
360 H) documents:
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‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — Abu Nu’aym — Fiisr b. Khalifah — ‘Asim b. Abi al-Najud — Zirr b. Hubaysh — ‘Abd
Allah b. Mas’ud:

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “The world will not end until Allaah sends a man from my Ahl al-
Bayt. His name will correspond with my name and the name of his father is the name of my
father.”10

Concerning that ‘Asim, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states:
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‘Asim b. Bahdalah, and he was lbn Abi al-Najud al-Asadi, their freed slave, Abu Bakr al-Mugi....

lbn Sa’d said: “He was thigah (trustworthy), except that he made A LOT OF MISTAKES in his hadith”
... Ya’qub b. Sufyan said: “There is muddle in his hadith, and he is thigah (trustworthy)” ... Ion Abi
Hatim narrated that his father said: “... His status in my opinion is sidq (truthfulness), salih al-hadith (i.e.
his standalone reports are weak), and his status is NOT to say he is thigah (trustworthy). He was not a
memorizer.” Ibn ‘Ulayyah talked about him and said, “Everyone whose name was ‘Asim had a
defective memory.” Al-Nasai said, “There is no problem with him.” Ibn Kharrash said, “There is
repugnancy in his hadith”. Al-‘Aqili said, “He had no problem except (his) defective memory.” Al-
Daraquisni said, “There is a problem with his memory”... Abu Bakr al-Bazzar said, “He was not a
memorizer, and we do not know anyone who abandoned (narrating) his hadith due to that. He was
well-known.” Ibn Qani’ said: “Hammad b. Salamah said: ‘Asim became confused during the last part

of his life.” Ibn Hibban mentioned him in a/-Thiqat, and al-‘ljli said, “He was an ‘Uthmani”.11
So, his problems are:

1. He made a /ot of mistakes in his ahadith.

2. He used to muddle things up in his ahadith.

3. He had a defective memory.



4. There is repugnancy in his ahadith.
5. He became confused during the last part of his lifetime.

Apparently, all his problems — each of which is very serious - resulted mainly from his defective memory.
There is obviously no doubt that ‘Asim was dha’if, in fact very weak. Narrators with milder conditions are
readily thrown out of the windows by Sunni scholars of hadith and rijal. Therefore, the standalone

transmissions of ‘Asim too are dha’if — all of them! With this, our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah lose all

possible bases for their claim that the name of the Mahdi’s father is ‘Abd Allah.
But, there is need to address two more reports. Dr. al-Bastawi quotes the first of them here:
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The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “This world will not end until Allah sends a man from
my Ahl al-Bayt. His name will correspond with my name and the name of his father is the name of
my father.” 12

We do not have any ‘Asim here. But, al-Bastawi himself clarifies the situation in the footnote:
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Obviously, “Asim” has been dropped in this chain, for | did not find any report by Fisr from Zirr. Also, all

the narrators of this hadith agree on his (i.e. Fisr’s) narration of it from ‘Asim from Zirr. And Allah knows
best. 13

Therefore, there actually is ‘Asim in that sanad. As such, it is dha'if.

Al-Bastawi also gives us what is apparently the strongest Sunni evidence on this matter:
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Abu Nu’aym recorded it in Akhbar Asbahan: Abu Muhammad b. Hayyan — Abu Bakr b. al-Jarud —



Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Zajjaj — Abu Nu’aym — Filsr — Abu Ishaq AND ‘Asim — Zirr — ‘Abd Allah:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Even if there remained only one (more) day for the
earth, Allah the Almighty will send a man from my Ahl al-Bayt. His name will correspond with my
name and the name of his father is the name of my father.” 14

Here, ‘Asim is seconded by Abu Ishag. In the right circumstances, this corroboration would have
neutralized the problem created by ‘Asim’s defective memory. However, the mutaba’ah of Abu Ishaq is

even more useless than the original chain. Concerning him, al-Hafiz states:
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‘Amr b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ubayd .... Abu Ishaq al-Sabi’i: Thigah (trustworthy); narrated a lot (of ahadith), a
great worshipper (of Allah), from the third (fabagat). He became confused (in his narrations) during
the end part of his lifetime. 15

This then divides his narrations into two: those before his confusion and those after it started. His
ahadith before his memory collapse are naturally authentic from him. However, all those reports that he
narrated during his confusion were only products of a deranged mind. They are not just dha’if; they are
dha’if jiddan! Luckily for us, a list of those who heard from him before his confusion is available. It allows
us to know which of his ahadith is reliable, and which is deranged or confused. So, this verdict of Shaykh
Dr. Asad about another report of Fisr from Abu Ishaq hits the nail right on the head for our own

investigation:
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Ilts chain is dha’if. Ficr b. Khalifah is NOT mentioned among those who narrated early (i.e. before
the confusion) from Abu Ishaq. 16

So, the corroboration of Abu Ishaq is only a deranged, confused riwayat. This makes it completely
worthless, whether as a proof or as a support. It must be added further that ‘Asim himself - apart from
having a defective memory, making “a lot” of mistakes in his narration and muddling up his ahadith - he
too became confused later in life. Therefore, the best Sunni evidence is actually nothing but a

dha’if, confused report.
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