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19) Habituate yourself to patient endurance in

afflictions

19. Habituate yourself to patient endurance in afflictions; the best of moral traits is to constrain
yourself to patience in the (path of) truth.
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The factor which protects man in confronting hardships or against desires contrary to the religion is
called perseverance. It has different shapes which are dealt with in the following tradition:
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"Patience is of three kinds; patience during calamities, patience in obeying Allah and patience in

refraining from sins”. 1

The important point in patience is that practice in it will broaden our capacity to stand firm in the face of
hardships. On the contrary, those people who lack this asset will lose their resistance in time of
difficulties. For this reason, in Islam, worship and prayer are adopted as somewhat hard, such as
prayers, fasting, pilgrimage, holy wars and the like with the practice of which man becomes strong. The
Holy Qur’an, which mentions the word patience more than seventy times, relates a lot of good to it. The
Holy Qur’an, talking about appointing an Imam for the Israelites and fulfilling God's promises of their

victory over their enemies, puts patience as the criterion for their prosperity:
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"And We made of them imams to guide by our command when they were patient"2
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Elsewhere, the Qur'an says:
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"And the good word of your Lord was fulfilled in the children of Israel because they bore up
sufferings patiently"3

In another connection, where the Qur’an mentions divine help for the holy war fighters, the issue of
patience once more is raised:
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"Yea! If you remain patient and are on your guard, and they come upon you in a headlong
manner, your Lord will assist you with five thousand of the havoc-making angels" 4

The Qur’an in one occasion praises the truth-seekers and believers and mentions that these people's
success is due to the fact they were patient:
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"These shall be granted their reward twice, because they are steadfast and they repel evil with
good and spend out of what we have given them'.5

In the Surah al-Furgan, after describing the day and night schedule of the believers and after praising
their behavior with God and with the people, God comes to the conclusion that

oz

lshien Loy 5301 550 QT
"These shall be rewarded with high places [in the paradise] because they were patient, and shall

be met therein with greetings and salutations’.6

And in the Surah al-Insan [Man], the Qur’an describes many virtues for the Prophet’s Household and
concludes that they have got these rewards because of their patience:
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"Therefore, Allah will guard them from the evil of that day and cause them to meet with ease and
happiness; and reward them, because they were patient, with garden and silk".7

And in the Surah al-Ra’d [Thunder], after enumerating eight adjectives for the men of understanding
[Ulu'l albab], the Qur'an mentions that God let them and their parents and their spouses and their
children enter paradise and the angels enter upon them from every gate and send peace upon them
telling them they attained this because of their patience:
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"The gardens of perpetual abode which they will enter along with those who do good from among
their parents and their spouses and their offspring; and the angels will enter in upon them from

every gate: Peace be upon you because you were constant, how excellent, is then, the issue of
the abode."s

Thus, we see that all this prosperity is due to patience. This indicates that the base for all human traits is
patience. None of these traits flourishes except with patience.9

In the Islamic traditions, emphasis is put on the constructive role of patience. Some of these traditions
are mentioned here:

Imam ‘Ali has said:
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'Patience in relation to faith is like the head to the body; there is no good in a body without a head, or in
faith without patience. "10

Imam Bagqir has said:
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'Paradise is encircled with afflictions and patience; so whoever patiently endures misfortunes in this

world enters paradise. Hell is encircled with pleasures and desires. Therefore, whoever grants his self its
pleasures and desires enters the Fire.”11



Abu Basir says that he has heard Imam as-Sadiq saying:
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"A free person is free in all conditions. If an affliction befalls him, he is patient, and if misfortunes press
upon him they do not break him even if he is taken captive and oppressed, and his ease is substituted
with hardship - as in the case of Yusuf, the veracious and trustworthy, Allah’s blessings on him. His
freedom was not harmed when he was enslaved, oppressed and taken captive, and the darkness and
loneliness of the well did not harm him when God favoured him and made the insolent tyrant, who had
been his king, into his slave. God sent him as a Prophet and had mercy on a nation through him. Thus,
patience has good results, therefore be patient, and accustom yourselves to patience and you will be
rewarded. "12

It is because of this constructive role of patience that Imam ‘Ali orders his son "Habituate yourself to

patient endurance in afflictions; the best of moral traits is to constrain yourself to patience".

The poet says:

Patience is bitter, but later

Will give you the fruit of importance.

In this nature, any nation will be miser,

Which gets used to the act of pleasure-taking.

In his letter to ‘Uthman b. Hunayf, Imam ‘Ali emphasizes this fact:
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'Be aware that the trees of the desert have harder wood, and the green trees on the river have more

delicate barks. Desert vegetation burns more fiercely and its embers die down more slowly". 13
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