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26. The Ethos Of Prophet Muhammad

The Personality Of The Holy Prophet

The holy Prophet of Islam, Muhammad Ibn-Abdullah was born in Mecca in the Year of the Elephant
(A.D.570) 6163 years after the Fall of Adam. His father was Abdullah Ibn -Abdul-Muttalib Ibn -Hashim
Ibn —Abd Munaf and his mother was Amina daughter of Wahab Ibn —Abd Munaf.

When Amina was only one month pregnant, Abdullah made a trip to Medina but became sick after fifteen
days and passed away. His body was buried in Darolnabeqa. It was Friday night of the 17th of Rabeeul
Awwal when Amina went to a chamber to weep over her husband. When birth-pangs overtook her,
there was a split in the ceiling of house and four beautiful ladies came down saying: Fear not, for we
have come to serve you. Each took a seat near her and a secret voice called: O Amina! When your child
is born, say: | place him under the protection of the One God from the evil of every envious one and
every rebellious creature waiting in ambush whether standing or sitting.

1.

30185 106 om 3ol b simsly S50 Lo 0 0S5 sl S 56 0n sl Shae

Several women in heavenly garments too came with crystal bowls of sherbet giving her the glad tidings
of Muhammad who was born at dawn on Friday while falling in prostration before Ka’ba with both hands

raised towards heavens saying: There is no god but Allah.

It was a custom among the Arabs to entrust their children to nurses so that their wives will give birth to
more children. Most of these nurses were from among the Bedouins. This made children more valiant
and eloquent. It is on this basis that the holy Prophet said; | am more eloquent than Quraish, for | was
nursed by the tribe of Sa’d lbn -Bakr.
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To sum it up, in each season of spring or fall, nursing women from Arab tribes which were near Mecca,
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went to that city to take with them infants for nursing. In the year Muhammad was born, Halima of
Sa’adieh along with her husband and her nursing child came to Mecca for the same purpose. They were
taken to Amina’s house where Muhammad was given to her. Halima took him in her arms putting her

breast into his mouth. Muhammad never sucked Halima’s left breast leaving it for his foster brother.

The holy Prophet lost his mother at the age of six. The story is that Amina went to Abdul-Muttalib asking
him to give her permission to visit her maternal uncles of the tribe of Bani-Adan Ibn -Najjar who were in
Medina and to take Muhammad with her to show him to the relatives. Abdul-Muttalib gave her the
permission to do so. Hence, Amina, accompanied by Umm-Ayman who attended the holy Prophet
proceeded to Medina. She stayed for a month in Darolnagbega where Abdullah was buried, visited her
relatives and went back to Mecca but she became sick and eventually died at Abwa midway between
Mecca and Medina where she was buried. Umm-Ayman brought Muhammad back to Mecca where he
was placed in the charge of his grandfather Abdul-Muttalib.

The holy Prophet lost his grandfather too at the age of eight. When Muhammad was 12 old years, he
accompanied his uncle, Abo-Taaleb to Damascus on a trade trip. He married Khadija at the age of 25
and was ordained as Prophet on Rajab 27th at the age of forty. The arch-angel, Gabriel appeared to

him in Hira Cave saying:

‘Read in the name of Your Lord Who created. He created man from a clot.” (96: 1-2)
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Coming down, Muhammad could hear from every tree he passed by eloquently: Peace be upon you,

Prophet of Allah. Peace be upon you O messenger of Allah.
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Muhammad entered his house where Khadijah saw a special light on his face. Asked what kind of light it
was, Muhammad said: The light of Prophethood! Khadijah said: | have known you as a Prophet for

years. She further said: There is no go but Allah. Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.
Muhammad said: Wrap me. Khadija did so and when he felt better, God inspired:

"0 you who are clothed! Arise and warn, and your lord do magnify." (74: 1-3)
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After three years of secretly inviting people to worship Allah, Gabriel came down with the following verse:



"Therefore declare openly what you are bidden and turn aside from the polytheists." (15:94)
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Then, he went to mount Safa and called out each tribe of Quraish saying: Ya Sabaha, an Arabic word
used when someone asks for help in looting. Hearing it, people rushed to him asking: O Muhammad!
What has happened? He said: Will you believe me if | inform you of a great army in ambush behind this
mountain or will call me a liar? They said: We have never heard a word of lying from you. Muhammad
said: Now that you believe me, | am but a warner to you. Abo-Lahab said: May you be perished, is that
what you called us for? O people! My nephew has gone mad, disperse!
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Then he took a stone with the intention to throw it at the holy Prophet as a threat. At this moment, God

sent the Quranic chapter — the flame — as follows:

"Perdition overtake both hands of Abo-Lahab, and he will perish. His wealth and what he earns
will not avail him. He shall soon burn in fire that flames, And his wife, the bearer of fuel, upon her

neck a halter of strongly twisted rope."(111:1-5)
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A short time after this event, God sent the verse:

"And warn Thy near relations" (26:214)
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Following the revelation of this verse, the event of the Day of Warning happened which has been
mentioned in the books written by both Shiite and Sunni Muslims. On that day, only Ali believed in the
holy Prophet of Islam yet some of those present showed hostility to such degree that verses 90-93 of

the Quranic chapter — Bani-Israel — describe them as follows:

"And they say: We will by no means believe in you until you cause a foundation to gush forth
from the earth for us. Or you should cause the heaven to come down upon us in pieces as you
think, or bring Allah and the angels face to face (with us) or you should have a house of gold, or
you should ascend into heaven, and we will not believe in your ascending until you bring down



to us a book which we may read. Say: Glory be to my Lord; am | aught but a mortal apostle?" (17:
90-93)
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Hostility mounted to such a degree that they decided to murder the holy Prophet. Hence, Abo-Talib
gathered the sons of Abdul-Muttalib and Hashem sending them with their women and children to a
valley called Shib of Abo-Talib. All the sons of Abdul-Muttalib whether believers or unbelievers decided
to protect the holy Prophet save Abo-Lahab who joined his enemies. Hamzeh and Abo-Talib were

among the ardent protectors of the holy Prophet.

Realizing that they could not harm the holy Prophet, forty enemies made a pact not to treat the sons of
Hashem kindly, not to give their daughters to them in marriage, not to marry their daughters, not to trade
with them, and never to breach this till they surrender the holy Prophet to them. They wrote this pact on
a paper, sealed it and gave it to the aunt of Abo-Jahl to safeguard. The supporters of the holy Prophet
were in Shib except for the Hajj season which was a sacred month during which they came out to
prepare food and went back to Shib. Three years passed as such till one day when the supporters and

opponents had gathered near Ka’ba, Abo-Talib entered the gathering.

Some of the people had the impression that he had been tired of protecting the holy Prophet and that he
had come to surrender him. But he started speaking as follows: O people! My nephew has informed that
God has missioned the termite to eat away all the words of pact only except the name of God which has
been left. Now bring that pact here. If what | say is true, you can not possibly deny it and if what | say is
a lie, then | will surrender him to you to kill him. People agreed and went away in order to bring the pact.
Opening it, they found that all the words had been eaten away and only the name of Allah they used to
write on the top of the letters during the era of ignorance, was there.

A person rose up saying: We hate this pact hence he tore it into pieces. The following day, a group of
people went to Shi’b of Abo-Talib bringing the children of Abdul- Muttaleb to Mecca and giving them
abode in their houses. Staying in Shib of Abo-Talib lasted for three years and the holy Prophet took
advantage of the season of Hajj rituals during which people came to Mecca from other places to
propagate his divine message. Ansar’s allegiance started from this same place. One day the holy
Prophet was standing in a place near Mena where six people by the name of As’ad Ibn -Zarareh, Ebatat
Ibn —Samet, Rafe Ibn Malek, Qatbeh Ibn —~Ame, Agaba lbn -Amer, and Jaber Ibn —Abdullah were
passing by him. The holy Prophet invited them to have a few words with them. He started his words by
saying: | am the messenger of Allah and invite you to the One God and my Prophethood. The holy
Quran is my miracle. Then, he started reciting parts of the holy Quran. By hearing the holy Quran, they

believed in it saying: The people of Medina are two tribes, namely Aus and Khazraj, and we belong to



Khazraj tribe. These two tribes are always at war. If you permit, we go back to Medina, resolve our
differences, and will come back here next year to take you with us to Medina. The holy Prophet taught
them parts of the holy Quran and they left Mecca for Medina informing people of the holy Prophet’s
ordainment, and reciting the holy Quran for them. The following year when Hajj season came, the
noblemen of Medina gathered and sent twelve persons to Mecca as their representatives to invite the
holy Prophet to Medina. This twelve-man team came to the holy Prophet who became happy to meet
them. They took the oath of allegiance to the messenger of God. This was called the first allegiance.
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The holy Prophet ascended to heavens from the Sacred Mosque in Mecca twelve years after his
Prophetic mission at the age of 52. The story of the holy Prophet’s ascension has been mentioned in the
holy Quran and historic books.

The holy Prophet migrated from Mecca to Medina at the age of 53 when his enemies whose
obstructionism was abortive decided to kill him by choosing a valiant man from each tribe so that they
will shed his blood with their swords in a way that paying his blood-money and fighting of one tribe

against several tribes would be made easy. However, God informed His messenger of this plan.

"And when those who disbelieved devised plans against you that they might confine you or slay
you or drive you away; and they devised plans and Allah too had arranged a plan; and Allah is
the best of planners." (8:30)
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Thus the holy Prophet was commissioned to migrate from Mecca to Medina. After sunset when the
atheists of Quraish gathered around the holy Prophet’s house to kill him after midnight, the holy Prophet
called on Imam Ali to lie in his bed instead of him, to turn the trusts with him to their owners and to join
him in Medina later. The holy Prophet came out of house reciting the Quranic chapter — Ya Seen —
through Verse:

"And We have made before them a barrier and a barrier behind them, then We covered them over
so that they do not see." (36:9)
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Then, he took a handful of dust throwing at those people saying : May your faces be ugly.

Imam Ali put a green sheet on him and lay in the bed of the holy Prophet. At this time, verse 207 of the



Quranic chapter — the Cow — was revealed to the holy Prophet:

"And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah; and Allah is Affectionate
to the servants." (2:207)
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When they decided to carry out their plan, one of the atheists said: Let Bani-Hashem Know in the
morning that all tribes have a hand in shedding his blood. When they entered the house early in the
morning, they found Imam Ali there asking: O Ali! Where is Muhammad? Imam Ali said: You had not

entrusted him to me.

To sum it up, the holy Prophet took refuge in Thawr Cave on Thursday, the first of Rabeeul Awwal, 13
years after his Prophetic mission while the atheists were chasing him but failed to know his
whereabouts. Finally, after spending three nights in the cave, at the dawn of the third night, the holy
Prophet set out for Medina along with Abo-Bakr and entered Quba district and after a few days Abo-
Bakr asked the holy Prophet to enter Medina. The holy Prophet said: | will not enter Medina as long as
my brother, Ali has not joined me. After returning to their owners what the people has entrusted to the
holy Prophet for safekeeping, Imam Ali set out for Medina and finally joined the holy Prophet with sore in
his feet. They founded Quba Mosque which was the first ever built by the holy Prophet with the
assistance of People.

Then they set out for Medina where the chiefs of Ansar tribes were competing with one another to
receive the holy Prophet but the holy Prophet said: Let loose the harness of the she-camel. One version
says that the she-camel sat down at Abo-Ayyub Ansari’s house. Abo-Ayyub’s mother who was blind
rushed to the door joyfully saying to herself: | wish | had eyes to see the messenger of Allah. The holy
Prophet put his hand on her eyes and she could see. Thus her wish was fulfilled. This was the holy
Prophet’s first miracle in Medina. The holy Prophet stayed in Abo-Ayyub’s house for seven months and
then moved to his own house. The holy Prophet departed from this world after living in Medina for ten

years.

The holy Prophet lived for 63 years and his Prophethood lasted for 23 years. The detailed account of the
holy Prophet’s life is to be found in the books of history.

Sublime Morality

‘In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Noon. | swear by the pen and what the angels
write. By the grace of your Lord you are not mad. And most surely you shall have a reward never
to be cut off. And most surely you conform (yourself) to sublime morality." (68: 1-4)
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The Holy Quran Testifies To His Compassion

"Certainly an Apostle has come to you from among yourselves; grievous to him is your falling
into distress, excessively solicitous respecting you; to the believers (he is) compassionate,
merciful.” (9: 128)
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The Holy Quran Testifies To His Leniency

"Thus it is due to mercy from Allah that you deal with them gently, and had you been rough,
hard-hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from around you; pardon them therefore and
ask pardon for them, and take counsel with them in the affair; so when you have decided, then
place your trust in Allah; surely Allah loves those who trust.”
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His Features

When the holy Prophet was seven years old, one day he asked his foster mother, Halimeh Sa’adieh:
Where are my brethren? She said: My son! They have taken out to pastures the sheep God has given
us thanks to your blessing. The holy Prophet said: O Mother! You have not treated me in a fair manner.
Halimeh asked: What for? The holy Prophet said: Is it fair that | am in shade and drink from the milk of

those sheep while my brethren are out under the hot sun?
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His Respect For Those Having Moral Virtues

Imam Ali has said: When the captives of Tay Tribe were brought to Medina, among them there was a girl
who said to the holy Prophet: Set me free and expose me not before the Arab’s blame, for | am the



daughter of the generous man of the tribe. My father used to set the captives free, give to the poor,
support the weak, receive guests, give food to the needy, clothe the bare, and remove sorrows from the
hearts of the grief-stricken. | am the daughter of Hatam Tay. The holy Prophet said: Set her free, for her

father, Hatam Tay Was fond of moral virtues.

¥y e (AT ol Gl o] 355 Ll o Bl L 156 L UL L G 22301 4l Suie gall Sl Jla
:jﬁméﬂgﬂgru@d@w&w@ur@@lu& o8 8 Byl S A slal y ciaitd

Ol e IJJA ubmmruLAJm (b ils it _,vwsurug@% psanall k(s wilall il

His Permanent Request From God

The holy Prophet used to weep a great deal beseeching God to bestow moral virtues upon him. In his
prayer, he used to say: O God! Make my nature and temper good. He also said: O God! Keep me away

from vices.
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His Moral Virtues Before Prophethood

The holy Prophet even before his Prophethood, was endowed with twenty moral virtues of Prophets one
of which in a person would make him noble let alone all to be gathered in a single person. He was
trustworthy, truthful, ingenious, of noble birth, dignified, eloquent, giver of advice, wise, learned, pious,
devout, generous, moderate, modest, forbearing, merciful, zealous, patient, agreeable, accompanying,

and never associated with any star-gazer, fortune-teller and augury.
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His Six Fold Features

The holy Prophet used to eat on the earth, sit like servants, repair his shoes with his own hands, patch
his clothes with his own hands, ride on a bare donkey with another person in the back. Seeing that there

was a painted curtain hanging from the top of door, the holy Prophet said to his wife: Bring it down, for



whenever | look at it, | remember the world and its embellishments.
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Recommending Moral Virtues

Quoting his fathers, Imam Reza has reported that the holy Prophet said: Be adorned with moral virtues,
for God has delegated me with them. Some of moral virtues are: To forgive one who has oppressed him,
to be bounteous to one who has deprived him, to unite with one who has cut off relation and to visit one

who does not come to visit him.
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His Fair Attitude

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that the holy Prophet divided among his
companions the time he spent among them. He used to cast his look at them equally. The holy Prophet
never stretched his legs while he was among his companions. If a man shook hands with him, the holy
Prophet never withdrew his hand till the man did so. When people knew about it, they would immediately

withdrew their hands after shaking hands with him.
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His Smile While Speaking

It has been reported on the authority of Abi-Darda that whenever the holy Prophet began to speak, he

was smiling.
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His Association With The Needy

The holy Prophet used to sit and eat with the needy. He fed them with his own hands; he honored the
learned people; he was fond of the noble men; he treated them kindly; and he had a love of kinship while
not deeming his relatives superior to others.
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His Four Features

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn —~Abbas that the holy Prophet used to sit and eat on the
ground, take care of the sheep, and accept the salves’ invitation and ate oat bread with them.
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Imam Ali’s Description Of His Virtues

Describing the holy Prophet, Imam Ali said: The messenger of Allah was the most generous, the
bravest, the most truthful and the most faithful of people, and in term of temper, the most lenient and in
term of association, the most honorable. Any one seeing him for the first time was filled with awe and

any one associating with him, loved him. | never saw his like before and after him.
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Helping Others

A Sunni hadith relates that the holy Prophet was on a trip when he ordered his companions to slaughter
a sheep and prepare a meal. One of the companions said: | will slaughter the sheep. The second one
said: | will skin it, the third one said: | will be engaged in cooking it. The holy Prophet said: | will go to the
desert to gather wood for making fire. The companions said: O Messenger of Allah! We would do it.
Then he said: | know you would do it. But Allah hates to see his servant enjoy a state of privilege among
his friends and companions and distinguish himself over others. Then, he proceeded towards the desert

and fetched the necessary twigs and thorns.
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Helping His Own Family Members

The holy Prophet used to help his family members with work: he would sit humbly at table, lick his
fingers and never belch. He milked the sheep himself; mended his shoes and clothes; did his personal
works; broomed the house; tied the camel, fed the watering camel; helped the servant with grinding the
wheat and kneading of flour; carried home what he had shopped; prepared with his own hand water for
purification and ablution at night; sat with the needy, ate food with them and fed them with his own

hands.
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His Reaction To An Arab’s Impudence

Anas Ibn -Malek reported that once an Arab clashed with the holy Prophet by sharply pulling his aba
(cloak open front) in a way that scratched his neck saying: O Muhammad! Order to give me of God’s
wealth which is with you. The holy Prophet turned to him with a smile and ordered to give something to
him.
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His Behavior At Home

Imam Husayn said: | asked my father concerning the holy Prophet’s behavior at home. He said: The
holy Prophet used to go home whenever he felt like at home, he would divide his time into three parts;
one portion for prayer, one portion for the household and one portion for himself. He would issue orders
to companions to look into people’s affairs out of the portion he had devoted to himself and would not do

anything for himself.
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His Behavior Outside Home

The holy Prophet’s behavior outside home was such that he held his tongue from what was
unnecessary. He was fond of people and did not keep aloof from them. He honored the nobleman of
each nation, considering him superior to others. He always bewared of people and guarded himself
against them without turning his face away from them of being bad-tempered. He showed kindness to
his companions and appeased them. He asked after people, praised every good deed and denounced
every bad deed and was moderate in all affairs. He would not go into extremes. He was not negligent of
people’s affairs lest they would deviate from the right path. He never neglected the truth nor exceeded it.
His associates were from among good people and the best of them were those who would give more
advice to them and the greatest of them were those who were fair to their brothers-in-faith and wished

them well.

uwwkjsf;ﬁﬁd o250 ¥y il 51 iyl IS Lo Y] Gl 387 A agle it Tis o0 5w S8
@mewuldhudﬂwf}‘:o is.l;ydb‘)_nu.!..\alu&L;\}IQJUIJJ.QU.QV.Q.LAL}UJJAJJ&LJIJ.LAJJFQJ.LL
Y\s IJ.LQ.U bfi.ajuf;_;la:niﬁ.ajy gALAiiJ./c_),AYIJJ.L’.A <‘Ll\9.é.15 /C'UAJIC"A'U 4.|_:5§.|_:5 ;)_/m/a.”u.wa.u U.uLl.”

2.4 - ,u/?;/ EY v EE R

amrg.okgl\su@“ﬂwﬁmlamV.gJ..dls..b)LnauuLdlwd_ULu.‘ﬂlm‘)\ga.l}f\gdaﬂu.c_y.a&
Z,)rﬁ,burﬁﬁmmﬁ.

His Behavior In Meetings

The holy Prophet attended no meeting without remembering God. He did not choose a special place for
himself in a meeting. He especially forbade others to do so whenever he attended a meeting, he would

sit where there was an empty place.

He ordered to do the same to the companions paying his due respect to each of the guests. No one had
this impression that others were more respectable than him to the holy Prophet. The holy Prophet was
patient to whomever he sat with till that person would rise up and leave. Whoever asked the holy
Prophet anything, his need was either met or he was convinced with the holy Prophet’s sweet words. His

temper was so good that people considered him as a kind father.

People were all equal to him. His meeting was that of forbearance, modesty, truthfulness, and trust and
no voice was raised or any one disgraced. If any one blundered, no one spoke of it elsewhere. Those in
his meeting treated themselves in a fair manner. Their behavior towards each other was like friendship
with the pious. They were humble to each other. They respected the elderly and were kind to younger



ones. They gave superiority to the needy and took care of the homeless.
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His Behavior Towards His Associates

The holy Prophet was always lenient and of sunny disposition to his associates. He was not rough, rude,
frivolous, foul-mouthed or fault-finder. He did not eulogize anyone and turned a blind eye to what he did
not like in a way that people never get disappointed with him. He kept himself away from three things
namely dispute, verbosity, and saying what is useless. He abstained from three things in relation to
people: He never reproached any one, never found fault with any one, and never pointed out people’s

mistakes unless in a place where there was a hope for pious deed.

When speaking, he attracted the audience so much so that no sound of breath was heard from any one,
and when he kept silent, they would start speaking. People never disputed over anything in his
presence. If any one of them started speaking, the rest would keep silent till he would stop speaking.
They spoke in turn before the holy Prophet. Whenever those present in a meeting started laughing, the

holy Prophet too would smile. He would be surprised at what they surprised at.

He was patient to impolite treatment by a stranger in conversation or questioning to a degree that the
companions would take him out of meeting. The holy Prophet used to say: Help those in need. He never
accepted eulogy from any one unless his eulogy was a sign of thanks to him. He never interrupted any
one unless the speaker exceeded his limits in which he would interrupt the speaker with a sign or by

rising up.
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His Silence

The holy Prophet Kept silent in four situations: Forbearance, caution, fate and meditation. His silence
over fate and measuring was aimed to view people equally and to listen to them equally but his silence
in meditation was aimed to meditate about mortal and immortal affairs, and his silence in forbearance
was due to patience in a way that he never became furious nor hated anything. His silence in caution
was related to four things: He would do good deed so that the others would follow suit; he abstained
from doing any indecent acts so that people would keep away from them. He endeavored for a sound
decision aimed to improve the affairs of ummah and would rise for all in which there was the good of the

world and the hereafter.
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How Would He Sit?

The holy Prophet used to sit in three ways:

1- On his feet that is he would keep his shins above the ground holding his knees between his hands

while leaning on his forearm.
2- He would sometimes sit on his knees.
3- He would sometimes fold one leg putting the other on it. He would never sit with legs crossed.

It has been reported that the holy Prophet used to sit mostly facing Qibla.
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How Would He Sleep

The holy Prophet used to sleep on straw mat with nothing underneath. Whenever he wanted to sleep, he
would first brush his teeth, then would lie on his right side when sleep overtook him while he was putting



his right arm under his face saying: O God! Preserve me from You chastisement on the Day You will

raise us.
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How Would He Enter A House

When the holy Prophet entered a house he would take sit in the lowest side of the house.
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How Would He Take Part In A Funeral

Whenever the holy Prophet took part in a funeral, sorrows would overtake him in a way that he spoke to
himself and uttered few words.
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On Facing The Corpse Of Those In Debt

It has been reported on the authority of Moawieh Ibn Wahab that one day | said to Imam Sadeq : We
have been in informed that a man from Among Ansar (the Helpers) has passed away while he is in debt.
The holy Prophet did not perform corpse prayer for him, forbidding others too, till his debt was paid.
Imam Sadeq said: This report is authentic. The holy Prophet did not perform corpse prayer for that man

so that people will obey what is right, will pay each other’s debt, and will not underestimate debt.
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His Concern About A Martyr In Debt

Imam Ali said: Having performed his prayer with the companions, the holy Prophet said: Is there anyone



of the tribe of Bani-Najjar here? One of their friend has been kept in front of paradise denied permission

to enter it, for he owes a Jew three Dirhams (though the person in debt was a martyr).
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He And Pasture

It has been reported on the authority of Ammar: One day when | was feeding my sheep and the holy
Prophet too was feeding his own sheep, | said: O Muhammad! Shall we feed our sheep in Fakh near

Mecca where the green pasture dazzles man’s eyes? The holy Prophet responded positive.

The following day when | went to that pasture, | found out that the holy Prophet had come sooner but
had not let his sheep go to the pasture, saying: Since | had promised to come here, | did not like to feed

my sheep before yours.
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His Eight Fold Virtues

The holy Prophet was the most graceful of all in his meetings. His look was lowered and lasted more
upon the ground that towards the sky. He was the most modest among people. He honored his

companions more than others. He never stretched his legs while he was among his companions. He
would make room whenever there was no room for sitting and his knees were never ahead of those

sitting with him.
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A Child Polluting His Clothes

Whenever an infant was brought to the holy Prophet to be blessed or to be given a name, he would put
the infant on his lap in order to respect its family. Sometimes the infant happened to wet the holy

Prophet’s clothed hence those seeing the scene, yelled at the infant. However, the holy prophet used to



say: Do not stop the infant from doing so. Let the infant be free and the parents joyfully took the infant
and saw no disturbance in him. The holy Prophet washed his clothes and purified himself when they

went away.
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Inquiring After Brothers In Faith

When the holy Prophet would not see one of his companions for three days, he would inquire after them.
He would pray for his companion if he was on a trip, would visit him if he was ill or at home.
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His Personal Affairs

On one of his trips, the holy Prophet dismounted from his camel to prepare for the preliminaries of prayer
but returned immediately, the companions asked: Where are you going? The holy Prophet said: To tie
my she-camel. They said: We will tie her. The holy Prophet said: Do not ever ask for help from others

for your personal Affairs as small as tooth-pick.
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When Visited

Salman al-Farisi has reported: One day, | went to visit the holy Prophet. He was leaning on a cushion.
Seeing me, he placed it for me saying: O Salman! God will forgive every Muslim who places a cushion

for his brother-in-faith to honor him.
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Never Finding Faults With Others

Anas has reported: | was serving the holy Prophet for nine years. Yet | never remember the holy Prophet

having said to me; why have you not done such and such work. He never Found fault with me.
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His Pleasantries

Husayn Ibn Zeid has been reported as saying: | said to Imam Sadeq: May | be sacrificed for you, did the
holy Prophet ever use humor? The Imam said: God describes him as one endowed with sublime
morality. There is a bit stiffness in all prophets whom God has appointed but He appointed Muhammad
with compassion and mercy. It was out of his compassion that he used humor in relation to his
companions so that his magnanimity will not stop them from looking at them and asking their needs.
Then Imam Sadeq said: Quoting his grandfathers and Imam Ali, my father reported: Whenever the holy
Prophet found one of his companions sorrowful, he would make them happy humor saying: God does

not like one who faces his brothers—in-faith with sour.
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An Example Of His Pleasantries

An old woman from among Ansar asked the holy Prophet to pray for her to enter paradise, the holy
Prophet said: The old people will not enter paradise. The woman started crying. The holy Prophet

started laughing and said: Haven'’t you heard God’s words:

"Surely we have made them to grow into a (new) growth, then We made them virgins." (56:35-36)
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A Similar Humor

The holy Prophet said to an old woman of Ashjaiah: The old people do not enter paradise. Bilal found
that woman crying, so he told the Prophet about it. The holy Prophet said: Neither do the black. Both sat
down and started to cry. Abbas saw those two and told the holy Prophet about it. The holy Prophet said:
Nor the old men. After some time, he called them and appeased them saying: God will make all
beautiful, young, and illuminated and will make them enter paradise. Then he added: Those in paradise

are bare, with no hair on their face but their eyes are touched by surmadust.
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His Laughter Before Others Humor

Finding a jar of honey in the hand of a bedouin, a man by the name of Noaiman took it and set out for
Aisha’s house with him, saying: Take it. The holy Prophet who was in Aisha’s house thought it was a gift
from Noaiman but after some time when the bedouin said: O people of house! Return the honey or pay
for it, the holy Prophet know all about it. He paid for the honey and said to Noaiman: Where on earth did
you do it? He said: | know that the messenger of God liked honey on the one hand and the bedouin had
a jar of honey on the other. So | decided to do so. The holy Prophet stared laughing without showing any

sign of displeasure.
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Showing Pleasure Before Others Humor

Moammar Ibn khallad has reported: | said to Abol Hasan: May | be sacrificed for you, there are words
exchanged among people who laugh at them. He said: It is not bad as long as it is not foul. | thought he
meant obscenity. Then he said: A man used come to the holy Prophet giving him a gift and later on
saying: Pay for my gift. The holy Prophet then started laughing and remembered the bedouin’s act
anytime he was sad saying: | wish he would come to us again.
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Shaking Hands When Meeting Others

Whenever the holy Prophet met people, he would take the lead in shaking hands.
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A Person Who Had Feared Him

Ibn-Massood has reported: A man came to the holy Prophet but when he started to speak, he was
overwhelmed with fear. The holy Prophet said: Do not fear, for | am not a king.
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Honoring Those Who Embrace Islam

Jarir Ibn —Abdullah has reported: When the holy Prophet was appointed by God, | went to him to
express my allegiance to him. The holy Prophet said: O Jarir, what are you here for? | said: | came here
to embrace Islam at your hand, O messenger of Allah! Then, the holy Prophet sported his Aba (cloak
open front) for me and then turned to his companions saying: Whenever a nobleman of a tribe comes to

you, honor him.
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Honoring Guests

The holy Prophet honored whomever came to visit him. On many occasions, he spread his Aba for him

and placed his own cushion for him.
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A Man Who Came To Visit Him In Mosque

The holy Prophet was sitting by himself in mosque. At this time, a man entered the mosque and went
towards the holy Prophet who rose up and stood back a little. The man said: O Messenger of Allah! The
space is wide here, for what you stood back? The holy Prophet said: A Muslim’s right to a another
Muslim is to observe his private space and stand back a little.
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Loving Children

The holy Prophet said: There are five Things | will not give up till | pass away...Saluting children is one

so that it will become a tradition after me.
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Being Kind To Children Was A Habit Of The Messenger Of Allah

Anas Ibn -Malik said: The Messenger of Allah on his way came across several children. He greeted

them and gave food to them.
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Kissing Of His Own Children

A man by the name of Ya’ala Ameri left the presence of the Messenger of Allah for a party to which he
had been invited. He saw Husayn playing with the children in front of the house. After a short while, the
Messenger of Allah along with his companions left home. Seeing Husayn, he opened his arms and
leaving his companions, he went toward Husayn to catch him. The child was running here and there.
The Messenger of Allah was after him smilingly and finally caught him. Putting a hand under the child’s
chin and another hand on his neck, the holy Prophet put his lips on Husayn’s lips and kissed him.
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A Person Who Did Not Kiss His Child

The Messenger of Allah was kidding Hasan and Husayn when a man by the name of Agra Ibn -Habess
said: O Messenger of Allah! | have ten children but never kissed them. The Messenger of Allah said: It is

not my fault that God has taken the roof of mercy off your heart.
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Eating With The Needy

At the time of the Messenger of Allah, the needy passed the night in mosque. One night, the Messenger
of Allah ate food cooked in a stone-pot with thirty of them near the pulpit and sent the remaining food for

his wives. They ate their fill too.
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His Behavior Toward Female Bedouins

Quoting Imam Sadeq Hasan Saiqgel has reported: A Bedouin woman passed by the Messenger of Allah
who was sitting on the ground. She said: O Messenger of Allah! You eat and sit as a servant does. The
Messenger of Allah said: Woe to you! Which servant is there to be better than me? She said: Give me a
morsel of what you are eating. He gave her a morsel. She said: No, give out of what is in your mouth.
The messenger of Allah gave her out of food in his mouth. Imam Sadeq said: The woman was never

afflicted with any pain as long as she lived.
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His Forbearance Towards The Bedouins Impudence

It has been reported that a bedouin of Bani-Solaim tribe had come from desert with a lizard. But the
animal escaped and he went after it. Catching the animal, he put it in his sleeve and came towards the
holy Prophet crying loudly: O Muhammad! You are an enchanter and a liar. You believe that there is a
God who has appointed you over everything. | swear by the Lat and Ozza! | would kill you with my
sword and rid all of you if | did not have the fear of being called hasty by my tribe. At this moment Omar
khattab rose up to attack him. The messenger of Allah said: Sit down, O Aba Hafass. The forbearing
person is hoped to enjoy Prophethood. Then the holy Prophet turned to that bedouin, saying: O brother
of Bani-Solaim! Thus treated us the Arabs. They attacked on us and were harsh in their speech. O
Bedouin! | swear by God who has truthfully raised me as a messenger, anyone harming us in this world

will be in the Fire in the hereafter.
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Facing The People’s Impudence

Anas has reported; | was with the holy Prophet while he was wearing a striped garment with a rough
hem. At this time, a bedouin came pulling the garment in a way that its hem injured the holy Prophet’s
neck. The bedouin said: O Muhammad! Load these two camels of mine with God’s wealth which is with
you, for it is neither yours nor that of your father. The Messenger of Allah kept silent and then said: The
wealth belongs To Allah and | too am His servant. Shall | do to you what you did? The bedouin said: No,
for you do not recompense evil with evil. The Messenger of Allah smiled and then ordered to load one of

his camels with oat and another with date.
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Accepting An Apology

Habbar Ibn -Muttalib is the one who horrified Zeinab, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah into
aborting her child. Hence, the holy Prophet declared the shedding of his blood permissible. He came to
the holy Prophet apologizing for his bad deed, saying: O messenger of Allah! We were atheists but God
guided us through you and saved us from perdition. Now forgive my ignorance and what has befallen
you. | admit my bad deed. The messenger of Allah said: | forgave you. Know that God has been most

kind to you for guiding you unto Islam. Islam too forgoes the era of ignorance.
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His Attitude Towards Abusive Poet

Abdullah Ibn -Zaba’ari As-Sahmi was one of the most famous poets among Quraish who dispraised
Muslims in his poems urging others to kill them. Reportedly, he had gone so far in his satirizing that he
was even impudent to the Messenger of Allah. On the conquest day of Mecca, he fled but after a few
days came back to the holy Prophet apologizingly. The holy Prophet accepted his apology and he too
became a Muslim. While embracing Islam and offering his apology, he composed a quatrain the prose
translation of which is as follows: | beg your pardon. The pardon of one whom | used to abuse. | was
bewildered and astray. Then forgive my offense. May my parents be sacrificed for you, for you are truly

the giver of mercy and receiver of mercy.
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Looking Into People’s Needs

One of the features of the holy Prophet was that he would always warmly welcome the learned men and
honored them to the extent of their virtues in religion. The holy Prophet met their demands accordingly.
The Messenger of Allah encouraged them to remove their flaws, asked them about the ummah

(community) and made necessary remarks saying: Let those who are present convey my message to



those who are absent and convey to me demands of those who have no access to me. Let it be known
to you that whoever takes the needs of them to a king, God will make his step firm on the Day of

judgment.
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Observing Others Turn

It has been reported that a man of Ansar (the Helpers) came to the holy Prophet and asked a question.
Then there came a man of Thagqif clan. The Messenger of Allah said: O brother of Thaqafi! the Ansari

has come before you. Wait until it is your turn.
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An Uninvited Guest

A tribe of Medina invited the Messenger of Allah along with five of his companions to dine with them. On
the way a sixth person joined them. When they reached the house, the holy Prophet said to that man:

You have not been invited. Wait here till | get permission for You.
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Carrying Goods Home

The Messenger of Allah used to personally carry home whatever he bought. The person accompanying
him would say: O Messenger of Allah! Let me carry it. But the holy Prophet said: The owner of goods is
best to carry them.
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Planting Trees And Milking With His Own Hands

The Messenger of Allah used to suck the stone of date in his mouth and then put it in the ground to

grow.
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Imam Sadeq said: The Messenger of Allah used to milk goat with his own hands for his family.
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How Would He Walk?

Ibn-Abbas has reported that the Messenger of Allah used to walk in a way that showed he was neither
week ill.
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How He Would Drink Water

Imam Sadeq has reported that when the Messenger of Allah was drinking water, he would say: Praise is
due to Allah who has given us the clean, pleasant and sweet water not the bitter or salty one and did not

take us to task for our sins.
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Avoiding Eating Hot Food

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a hot food was taken for the holy Prophet. He
said: God has not set us the food out of fire. Let it get cool. Truly hot food is not blessed, for Satan has a

share in it.
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Contentment With Bread And Vinegar

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that when the Messenger of Allah entered
UmmSalamah’s house, she brought him a piece of bread. The holy Prophet said: Is there any stew
here? She said: No, O Messenger of Allah! There is nothing but vinegar. He said: What an excellent
thing is vinegar, for any house having vinegar will not taste poverty (to be content with bread and

vinegar)

4l w8 i ol () Ealla aF 1 sl el T o1 (g, U5 500 A3l el aie f o

ofall alayl i wally aule (It Jin Jlad CLay Y] saie Lo adll Jow] G ¥ redld Sal) e Ja 3yl

NEQTERCRH N

The Night He Retired To Bed Hungry

Anas Ibn Malik has reported: | served the Messenger of Allah for ten years. During this time, he never
said fie to me or why have you done this and have not done that. When the holy Prophet observed fast,
he usually broke it with milk, pieces of a loaf, and sherbet in the evenings and Sahar (dawn). One day, |
knew that the holy Prophet was fasting; so | arranged for his Iftar but he did not appear for his
companions had invited him. So | drank the milk myself and retired. But the holy Prophet entered the
house an hour after night prayer. So | asked one who was with him whether the holy Prophet had eaten
anywhere or had been invited by companions. The answer was no. Only God knew how ashamed | was
that night. There was nothing | would be able to offer if the holy Prophet asked for food. Nevertheless,
he went to bed hungry and rose up hungry at dawn while he was still fasting. The Messenger of Allah

never mentioned it during his lifetime.
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Eating A Little And Fearing God

The messenger of Allah said: We are people who do not eat unless we are hungry and when we eat, we

do not eat our fill.
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Imam Sadeq said: The Messenger of Allah liked nothing in world more than going without food and

fearing God.
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The Messenger of Allah never ate his fill.
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Quoting his father and grandfather, Imam Reza reported: Imam Ali said: | was digging the moat with the
Messenger of Allah. In the meantime, Fatima came bringing with her a piece of bread which she offered
to her father. The Messenger of Allah said: What is this? She said: This is a loaf of bread | have baked

for Hasan and Husayn. | have brought you a piece of it. The Messenger of Allah said: O Fatima! This is

the first meal | have after three days.
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Aisha said: Three days passed yet the Messenger of Allah did not eat his fill till he passed away. He
could eat his fill but he had opted it for himself.
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Milk Mixed With Honey

Imam Sadeq reported: The messenger of Allah broke his fast in Qoba Mosque one Thursday evening
and then said: Is there any drinks left? A man by the name of Aous Ibn -Howli Ansari brought the holy
Prophet a bowl of milk mixed with honey. The holy Prophet sipped at it saying: One of these two drinks
will suffice. | will not drink any more nor will | forbid it. This is due to my humbleness before God.
Whoever is humble before God, God will raise him to high positions and whoever is arrogant, God will
abase him. Whoever is moderate in earning a living, God will give him sustenance. Whoever is
extravagant God will derive him of sustenance. And Whoever remembers death frequently, God will love

him.
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His Food And Fuel

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: Do not ever be covetous of one who is above you
and sufficient is what God said to the Messenger: Let not their wealth and children surprise you. And
Also God said:

And do not stretch your eyes after that with which we have provided different classes of them,
(of) the splendor of this worlds life. (20:131)
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And if you fear to be so, remember the life of the Messenger whose food being oat bread, his sweet

being date and his fuel being the branches of date tree, whenever found.
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His Heedlessness To The World’s Glitter

Ibn-Sanan has quoted Imam Sadeq as saying: A man came to the Messenger of Allah while he was
sitting on a straw mat leaving its impression on his body and having a pillow of date bark leaving under

his head impression on his face.

Drawing his hand on the holy Prophet’s body, the man said: Kassra and Kaiser were not content with
this way of living, for they used to sleep on fine silk and brocade but you are sitting on this straw mat?!
The Messenger of Allah said: | amw superior and more noble than those two. | swear by God that | have
nothing to do with the example of a rider who passes by a shady tree, takes a rest under it and departs

when the shade disappears.
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The Impression Of Straw Mat On His Side

It had been reported on the authority of Ibn —Abbass that once Omar came to the holy Prophet while he
was sitting on a straw mat with its impression on his two sides. Omar said: O messenger of Allah! | wish
you would choose another mat. The holy Prophet said: What have | to do with the world. The example of
me and the world is the example of a rider who, on a summer day, rests under a shady tree for an hour

and then departs.
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The Messenger of Allah never took heed of what made him attached to the world.
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A House Devoid Of Luxury

Ibn Abi-Yafoor has quoted Imam Sadeq as saying: A man of Ansar sent a bowl of date for the



Messenger of Allah as a gift. The holy Prophet said to the maid servant who had brought it: Go into the
room and bring me a bowl or a plate if you can find any. She went inside but returned empty-handed.
The Messenger of Allah cleaned part of the ground with the corner of his garment, saying: Put it here.
Then he said: By God in whose hands my life is. The world is worth a mosquito or it would not have
been given to atheists of hypocrites.
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The Blessed 12 Dirhams

The Messenger of Allah gave Imam Ali twelve Dirhams to buy him a shirt. Imam Ali says: | went to the
market and bought a shirt for twelve Dirhams. Seeing the shirt, the holy Prophet said: | want a different
shirt, can the seller take it back? | said: | do not know and took the shirt to the seller saying: The
messenger of Allah wants a less expensive shirt. Kindly take it back. The man took it back and refunded
the money. Hence the Messenger of Allah and | left for the market to buy another shirt. On the way, the
Messenger of Allah saw a slave girl weeping. The Messenger of Allah asked; what is your crying for?
She said: O Messenger of Allah! My master gave me four Dirhams to buy something but I lost it. Hence |
do not dare to go back home.

The Messenger of Allah gave four Dirhams to her telling her to go back home. Then we went to the
market together and he bought a shirt for four Dirhams, wore it and thanked god and set out. On the way
the Messenger of Allah saw a man who was bare and saying: Who will cover me so that God will cover
him with heavenly garment. The Messenger of Allah took off his shirt and gave it to man and returned to
the market to buy another shirt for four Dirhams. He wore the shirt and thanked God and set out for
home. On the way he saw the same slave girl sitting in a corner.

The Messenger of Allah said: Why did not you go home.? She said: | am late and afraid to be beaten.
The Messenger of Allah said: Come with me and show the house of your master. Coming at the door,
the Messenger of Allah said: Peace at the upon you, O the people of the house! They did not answer.
The Messenger of Allah saluted again but there was no answer. He saluted for the third time. This time,
they said: And peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah and a mercy of Allah and his blessings. The
Messenger of Allah said: How come you did not answer the first and second time | saluted you? They
said; We heard your salaam but we liked to hear it again and again. The Messenger of Allah said: This
girl is late. Do not take her to task. They said: We set her free thanks to your coming here. The

Messenger of Allah said: Thanks God! | saw no more blessed 12 Dirhams than this, for it clothed two



bare men and set a slave free.

sda da 2 de g Ghgo St il 4] Jaad G sf L udg Al le il Tis it Jowy 155 f s

Gty Ld o Site iy Loyl 4 a5l sialt ) Cutad DGl ke Lo J oaill Gf 1 S0 pal, 3
¥ Eali sl Galo i () SnT 1 Gk Kle g 4] SRS T ale o1 s a1 Jsw)y Sl
(utsl8 G55 Usf 2yt 130 % a8 T agle o) T il g o) sl ualin ) Eind Qi1 S (0!
M1 S Loy ol 3l J) e i oy aule ol o ol sy J) 4y St L300 LI 338 et
Gl gishel gud Jal 5l Jsw)y b s Selilis Lo (o) 4l 5] e DU (S el e 3o s 25
Sl ! J65 12,5 BT il Jsw) Lale B oqal] )T o Yan T 36 iz Ll s (g o (55288 (a1,
e T8 iR Al Aan Ll ald dan,l Uarad 5ia 6 g siull ) (Go) dll Jsu) unls cella

05 it 3L il oill mgad (o) a1 sy o8 Il Ol e 1 LS gL o <51 Ll se
e $3018 ALl 1315 o5 ] 55 o Sy Ll AT Lol iy 201 2,0 5,506 gl ) 625
paele ST 6 ) ) ) b readls scllaf o ¥ el aule [T ) gy Lol S o3 a0

% G 8 PP £ “s_ G s . PR P % G0 2 PP EEEE £ ¥
L £ 08 FR e 1o s

st o8 20l Se i § puad 8 (/Jrlnaﬁgr’s!heﬁm :J6 o )l b e Gy Jia T ale ol
SIS 4l Zan gl Jaw)  adCull Slyle 1S 23l SLe i,

e 5iSEud of lga (8 Sadls liaels ol Jgu U 15l 115 fyiurggfggggg; (S5 oS 1l
YOI g PR PRI ¥ uﬁyﬁyﬁj@ﬁb‘&;i@w@ ol el ale il Tis ddlt gy JE8

ol Lol Gk coda oy BT phtel o Jie it &l Lo ol Sai1 (o) gy JU8E (SLia)
Fasi L ey

Care For Children

It has been reported on the authority of Ummel-Fazl, the wife of Abbas Ibn -Abdul-Motalleb, Imam
Husayn’s nurse: One day the Messenger of Allah took from me Husayn who was then an infant. The
infant made the holy Prophet’s garment wet. | sharply took away the infant from the Messenger of Allah
in a way that he started crying. The holy Prophet said: O Ummel-Fazl! My garment can be cleaned and

purified but what can remove the displeasure of my son, Husayn?
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Care For Children’s Personality

The Messenger of Allah was preparing for prayer while Hasan was with him. The holy Prophet kept him
on his side and rose up for prayer. One of the holy Prophet’s prostrations lasted longer than usual. The
reporter of this Hadith says: Raising my head after prostration, | saw that Hasan was sitting on the holy
Prophet’s shoulders. When the prayer was completed, those present in mosque said: O Messenger of
Allah! We had not seen such long prostration before. We thought that you are being inspired. The
Messenger of Allah said: | was not being inspired! My son was on my shoulder so | did not want to

hasten and to put him down. Therefore, | waited for the child to come down himself.
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Behavior Towards Other Children

The holy Prophet’s behavior toward children was such that when he returned from a trip, he would stop
and order to bring children to him. Then he would take some of them in his arms, put some others on his
back and shoulder and order his companions to take them in arms and put them on their shoulders.
Children were filled with joy and would never forget its sweet memory. On many occasions when they
would get together, they used to tell the story for one another. Taking pride in it, one would say: The holy
Prophet took me in his arms but he put you on his back. The other one would say: The holy Prophet

ordered his companions to put you on their back.
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Being Kind To Children While Praying

The holy Prophet was performing prayer with a group of Muslims in a certain place. Imam Husayn was
then a small child. Now when the holy Prophet went into prostration, Husayn sat on the holy Prophet’s
back while moving his legs and saying: Go! go! Every time the holy Prophet raised his head from
prostration, he would take and put him at his side on the ground. This was repeated several times. A
Jew, seeing it, come to the holy Prophet after the prayer and said: You treat your children in a way we
never treat them. The holy Prophet said: Should you believe in Allah and His messenger, You would be



kind to children. The holy Prophet’s kindness to the child impressed the Jew so much that he said: | truly

believe in Allah and his messenger. He had truly embraced Islam.
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Shortening Of Prayer

The Messenger of Allah was such that whenever in prayer he heard a child crying, he would shorten or
performed it more quickly so that the child’s mother who was in the congregational prayer would take

care of the child.
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Not Rejecting Any Needy Person

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: The Messenger of Allah was such that he would

never reject any needy person. He would give away if he had anything or would say: May God give it!
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Giving Away His Own Shirt

It had been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: The Messenger of Allah was such that whoever
asked anything from him, he would give it to him. One day a woman sent her son to the Messenger of
Allah saying: Go to him and ask something from him and in case he says | do not have anything with

me, say: Give me your own shirt. The boy came to the holy Prophet and he gave away his own shirt
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The Most Generous Man On The Earth

Gabriel said: | have examined all families on the earth but found no one to be more generous than the

Messenger of Allah in giving away his possessions.
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His Generosity In The Eye Of Imam Ali

Imam Ali has reported that the holy Prophet was the most generous and honorable among people. Any

one associating with him started to love him.
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An Ailing Beggar On His Knees

It has been reported that a companion was in the holy Prophet’s house. While they were eating, a
disabled beggar came to the door. The appearance of the beggar was such that every one was reluctant
to make contact with him. Giving him permission to enter the house, the holy Prophet made him sit on
his knees and inviting him to eat with them. A man from Qureish who was there showed disgust and

averted from him. As a result, that man of Queish died with the same disability.
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Kind Behavior Towards The Poor

It has been reported that a man came to the holy Prophet asking him to give him something. The holy
Prophet said: There is nothing with us for the moment but come along with me. If anything is brought to
us, | will give it to you. Omar said; O Messenger of Allah! God has not made you duty-bound to what is



beyond your power. The holy Prophet did not like this comment. The man said: Give alms and fear not
the Possessor of the throne for its being a little. The Messenger of Allah liked these words, smiled and

joy could be seen in his face.

One who is hopeful of his favor will never be deprived of it nor will a neighbor return from his house

without being honored.
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His Foster Mother

Abot-Tofeil says: Being a small boy, | saw a woman coming to visit the holy Prophet who spread his
cloak for her. The woman sat on it. | asked who this woman was. | was told she was his foster mother.
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Respect For Foster Sister

Imam Sadeq has reported: One day the holy Prophet’s sister came to visit him. The holy Prophet who
was happy spread his sheet for her to sit on it and started talking with her. He looked at her face and
Laughed with her. When his foster sister left and her brother came, the holy Prophet did not receive him
warmly. It was asked: O Messenger of Allah! How come you treated her better than him. The holy

Prophet said: she was more kind to her parents than he was.
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Meeting People’s Demand Between 2 Prayers

It has been reported that the holy Prophet used to shorten his prayer when he saw that some one was
sitting near him. He would complete his prayer, would ask about his demand and after meeting his

demand would continue with his prayer again.
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In His Headquarters

During one of the battles, the holy Prophet was saying his prayer in his headquarters. At this time some
riding Muslims passed by him. They stopped and inquired after the holy Prophet. Praying for the holy
Prophet and saying that they would wait for him to complete his prayer if they were not in a hurry, the
riders left that place. When the holy Prophet was through with his prayer, he turned to the companions
wrathfully and said: it is strange that a group of Muslims stopped before you while inquiring after me and

sending their greetings but you did not respect them nor did you prepare any food for them.
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A Thirsty Cat

Imam Ali said: While the Messenger of Allah was performing ablution, the cat of the house took refuge to
him. The Messenger of Allah knew that the cat was thirsty. So he took the bowl of water to the cat which

drank from the bowl. Then the Messenger of Allah used the rest of water for ablution.
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The Holy Prophet And Bedouin

It has been reported that a nomadic rough Arab came to the holy Prophet demanding a charity. The holy
Prophet gave him something. But he was not pleased. The holy Prophet said: Was | benefactor? The
man said: No. The companions lost their temper and were about to harm him but the Holy Prophet
prohibited them. Later on, the Prophet took bedouin to his home and favored him with some more. The
Prophet asked: Am | a benefactor? The man said: Yes. May Allah bless you and your family.

The holy Prophet said to him: You uttered harsh words which provoked the wrath of my companions.
Now that you have said kind words in my presence, could you repeat the same in front of my
companions so as to ease the wrath which they have against you. The bedouin agreed. The following
day the holy Prophet turned his face to his companions and said: This man says he is pleased with me.
The bedouin replied: Yes! He repeated what he had said privately to the holy Prophet. Then the
Messenger of Allah said: the example of me and this man is like a man whose camel startled and ran

away.

The people began shouting and running after the camel, thinking they would help the camel’s owner. But
the camel hoicked more and speeded up. The owner of the camel shouted: Let my camel be at ease. |
know better how to calm it. So he went and picked up a handful of herbs and took his position gently in
front of the camel. Then he easily grasped the bridle of his camel and set out on his way. The holy
Prophet said: If | had let you free yesterday, surely you would have killed this poor bedouin.
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Negus’ Envoys

It has been reported on the authority of Abi-Qatadah: When Negus’ envoys came to the holy Prophet,
he personally received them. His companions said: We are prepared to receive them in your place. But
the holy Prophet said: When our companions had gone there, they were honored. Therefore, | would like

to recompense too.
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The Son Of Hatam Tai

Imam Ali said: When Adi Ibn -Hatam came to the holy Prophet, the Messenger of Allah took him to his
home where there was nothing but a straw mat. The holy Prophet spread it for him and sat on the

ground himself.
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His Detachment From The World

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: One day the messenger of Allah left home while
he was sad. At this moment, an angel came to him with keys to all the world treasures. The angel said:
O Muhammad! These are keys to the world. Your Lord says: Open and take of it whatever you wish, for
nothing will be reduced of what is with Me. The Messenger of Allah said: The world is the home of one
who has no home and whoever accumulates wealth for the world, is not wise. The angle said: By God
who appointed you truthfully, | heard the same in the fourth heaven from the angel who gave me the

keys.
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Living A Simple Life

The Messenger of Allah was brought a gift. He found no bowl to put the gift in. He said: Put it on the
ground, | am a servant like the other servants of God.
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Good Behavior

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: One day when Aisha was with the holy Prophet, a
man came to the door and asked for permission to visit him. The holy Prophet said: He is a bad brother
for the tribe. Aisha rose up and went inside the room, the holy Prophet gave him permission to enter and
treated him kindly. When the man left, Aisha said: O Messenger of Allah! You said he was not a good
man yet you treated him kindly. The holy Prophet said: The worst servants of Allah are those with whom

people are reluctant to associate due to their bad language.
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Conclusion Of Speech

It has been reported that whenever the holy Prophet completed his speech and intended to rise up, he
would say: O God, forgive us our sins, our faults, what we have done intentionally, openly or secretly
and what You know of us best. You are the Giver and the Retarder. There is no god but You.
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Flattery

A bedouin came to the holy Prophet saying: Aren’t you superior to us in terms of both ancestor and
children? You were superior to us in the era of ignorance and you are our leader in Islam now. The holy

Prophet became furious saying: Behind how many veils does your tongue lie? He replied: Two veils



namely lips and teeth. The holy Prophet said: Neither of two could avert the vehemence and freedom of
your tongue. Then he said: Among all things given to man, there is nothing more harmful than glibness
for his hereafter, Then in order to silence that man, he ordered Imam Ali to cut that man’s tongue.
People thought Imam Ali was going to cut that man’s tongue but he gave him a few Dirhams and the

man kept silent.
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False Esteem

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a man of Bani-Fahd was beating his slave in a
thorough-fare. The slave was constantly seeking refuge in Allah hoping that the name of Allah would

stop his master from beating him.

The holy Prophet happened to pass by. Seeing the holy Prophet, the slave sought refuge in Muhammad.
Hearing the name of Muhammad, the master of the slave stopped beating him. Addressing the man, the
holy Prophet said: This slave was seeking refuge with Allah but you didn’t care. However, when he
sought refuge in Muhammad, you stopped seating him. Whereas Allah is the one in Whom one should
seek refuge. Being aware of his bad deed, the master set the slave free for the sake of Allah. The
Messenger of Allah said: By the one who has appointed me as a Prophet, your face would be burnt in

fire if you did not set him free.

fJl;.?.;#z;;}mgﬂjgﬁwf);;mggl;ﬁllééqﬂlﬂw;fﬁml:Ju‘iﬁdlgﬁmﬂl:\#@f@
iy sl g Ty e ) s ) gy dalt Sl G i A0 o (T8 iy s 1) 58 s
j Al iy Saieald wanley Sl S6ad 3 allly S5l sy e o1 T Al Y gy QS oyl i sl
Jai o o8 G 5l s a1y s(0m) el U Ol 4230 55 52 0250 JIah o oo 235le 5L
S SA ag

Exaggeration

Imam Ali has said: One day the Messenger of Allah came to a group of his companions. Joyfully and
politely they said: Hail our Master and Lord! The Messenger of Allah became angry saying: Do not
speak like that. Rather say: Hail our Prophet and the Messenger of our Lord! Speak truthfully. Do not

exaggerate in your speech or you will go astray.
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Seeking Heal From His Aba (Cloak)

Bahre Saga has quoted Imam Sadeq as saying: Good temper brings about joy. Then, he said: Would
you like me to tell you a hadith none of the people of Medina knows? | said: Yes. Then the Imam said:
One day when the messenger of Allah was in mosque, a small girl of Ansar entered the mosque and
caught hold of the holy Prophet’s Aba (cloak). The Messenger of Allah rose up without saying anything.
The girl too did not say anything. This was repeated for three times. When the holy Prophet rose up for
the fourth time, the girl was behind him. Having pulled a thread of the holy Prophet’s Aba, the girl left the
mosque. People asked the girl: What was it you were doing to the holy Prophet by driving him into a
corner, for neither you nor the holy Prophet were saying anything, what did you mean? She said: There
is a person sick in our home. So they sent me to take a thread of the holy Prophet’s Aba so that he will
be healed. | decided to do it myself but the holy Prophet noticed it and | was ashamed. | did not want to
ask him either. Therefore | eventually managed to take a thread of his Aba.
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Shaking Hands

Imam Sadeq has reported: Meeting Hozaigah, the holy Prophet stretched his hand for shaking hands
with him but Hozaigah held back his hand. The holy Prophet said: O Hozaigah, | stretched my hand
towards you but you are holding back your hand? Hozaiqah said: O Messenger of Allah! | am willing to
shake hand with you but since | am polluted, | don’t want to touch your hand. The holy Prophet said:
Don’t you know that when Muslims shake hands when meeting, their sins will fall down like the leaves of

a tree.

GG 850 Ty wle a2 A0 S8 B3N ol wle o T 23 ] adull qgle 0t ae S oe

&law;gzisailauésg&a;;mag{;g@@ggqbg;&réu;ﬁram‘mwn



130 Gypabuaadl G (T Lo () ol U8 Lt Ul 33 s Guind 1 Sa (B8 G S i e 31 By

il 555 il LS Laga 5id ilad adloaid Laill,

Two Circles Of Believers

One day when the holy Prophet entered the Mosque, his glance fell on two groups, one engaged in
prayers and supplications while the other busy in discussing the Islamic sciences. Being asked about
them, the holy Prophet said: Both groups are engaged in useful activities but the group engaged in
teaching and learning is superior and he sat with them.
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Zeal

The Messenger of Allah said: Prophet Ibrahim was zealous but | am more zealous than him. May God

curse believers and Muslims who have no zeal.
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Seeking Help From God On The Day Of Badr

Imam Ali said: On the day of Badr, | went to see what the holy Prophet was doing with the strong enemy
on the horrible scene. | found him prostrating and saying constantly: O the Living One, O the self-
subsisting! | waited for some time but he was still in prostration and kept on saying the same words till

God made him victorious in the battle.
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Listening To The Holy Quran

Ibn—-Masood says: The Messenger of Allah said: Recite for me some verses of the Quran. Ibn-Masood
said: shall | recite for you the holy Quran while it has been revealed to you? The holy Prophet said: Yes,



| like to have the pleasure of listening to it. Ibon-Masood says: | started reciting the Chapter of An-Nisa

(the women) until | reached the following verse:

“(O Prophet) How will it be, then, when We bring from every people a witness and bring you as a

witness against these?” (4:41)

Just as | recited the verse, the Prophet wept and then said: Indeed, that is enough for today.
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Weeping

The messenger of Allah used to weep for fear of God so much that his prayer mat would become wet

though he had committed no sin.
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Showing No Desire For Revenge

It has been recorded in 28s that the Messenger of Allah never revenged himself on any one, rather he

forgave all those who persecuted him.
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Forbidding Backbiting

The Messenger of Allah used to say to his companions: Do not talk behind each other’s back before me,

for | like to come to you with a sound heart.
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Enjoying No Privilege

It has been reported on the authority of Abu Dharr that the Messenger of Allah used to sit among the

companions without any privilege and any one not knowing him had to ask which one he was.

Abu Dharr says: We asked the holy Prophet to give permission to make a bench for him so that
newcomers would recognize him. Having acquired the permission, we made a bench of clay on which

the holy Prophet would sit and we too took a seat on his two sides.
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His Trustworthiness

Imam Sadeq has been quoted as saying: Do not breach trust, for the Messenger of Allah would return to

its owner even if he was given a needle and thread in trust.
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Keeping Promise

Imam Sadeq has been quoted as saying: The Messenger of Allah who had an appointment with a man
by the side of a rocky place, waited for a long time but the man did not show up. The sun was extremely
hot in a way that the holy Prophet suffered pain. A companion said: O Messenger of Allah! How good it
was if you would go to shade from sunlight. The holy Prophet said: | had made arrangement to meet him

in this place. If he does not come, it is his fault.
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Eating With Guests

Quoting his brother, Musa lbn -Ja’afar, Ali lbn -Ja’afar reported that whenever the Messenger of Allah

received guests, he would eat with them and would not stop eating till the guests would stop.
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Never Speaking Ironically

It has been reported on the authority of Mas’adah: | heard from Imam Sadeq saying to his disciples: Do
not taunt one who is your friend with his flaws nor reproach him for his wrongs, for this is not part of the
ethos of the Messenger of God nor those of the Imams.
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Salutation And Greeting

The Messenger of Allah would meet the demand of anyone coming to him with a need whether he was a
free man or a slave (Man or woman). He was not harsh or bad-tempered. He never raised his voice on
the marketplace. He never recompensed evil with evil but forgave all wrongs. He was the first to greet

whomever he met.
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Moral Mission

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted as saying: | have been tutored by God and Ali has been
tutored by me. My Lord has enjoined me generosity and good deeds and has forbidden me envy and
tyranny.
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Eating With Others

Imam Sadeq has reported that whenever the Messenger of Allah ate with people, he was the first to eat

and the last to stop eating. In this way people were not ashamed of eating.
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Never Disgracing People

The holy Prophet was such that when it was said that someone had done something wrong, he never

blamed him in the presence of others so as not to disgrace him.
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Equal Division

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a certain amount of goods was brought to the
holy Prophet. The Messenger of Allah decided to divide it among the companions of Soffeh but since it
was not much, some of them could not have a share. So the Messenger of Allah went to the deprived
ones apologizingly lest they would become broken-hearted saying: | was brought something. | wanted to
divide it equally among you but it was not enough. So | gave it only to those feared to be hungry and

impatient.
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Weight-Lifter

The Messenger of Allah passed by a gathering among whom there was a man who could lift a big stone.
People were amazed with his strength. Seeing it the holy Prophet asked: What is this gathering for?
People told him about the strong man lifting a big stone. The Messenger of Allah said: Do you know who
is stronger than this man? Stronger than this man is one who is abused but he can endure it and one
who overcomes his carnal desire, the Satan of himself and the Satan of the abuser.
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In Ummi-Salmah’s Home

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq: The Messenger of Allah was one night in Ummi-
Salamah’s house. It was midnight when Ummi-Salamah woke up and noticed that the holy Prophet was
not in his bed. She was worried about what had happened. She got up and began to search for the
Prophet. She found the holy Prophet standing up in a dark corner, raising his hands towards the sky,
shedding tears and saying: "O God! Do not take from me the good things that you have granted me Do
not let the enemy and the jealous blame me! My God! Do not let me return to the evils from which you

have saved me! My God! Do not leave me alone as much as the twinkling of an eye!

Hearing these words, Ummi-Salama started crying. The Messenger of Allah who noticed it asked: Why
are you crying? She said: May my parents be sacrificed for you. Why should | not cry? You who have
such a rank and great position with God and you fear Him to the extent that you ask Him not to leave
you alone for a moment! So, woe to me and other persons like me! The holy Prophet said: How could |
feel sure and not fear!? Prophet Yunus was left alone for a moment and it befell him what you know

about it.
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Endeavor In Prayer

It has been reported on the authority of Abdullah that O mar Ibn -khattab came to the Messenger of
Allah while he was very ill or had fever. Omar said: O Messenger of Allah! How high your temperature
is? The holy Prophet said: Yet it did not prevent me from reciting thirty chapters of the holy Quran
among which seven were the longest. Omar said: O Messenger of Allah! Allah has forgiven you your
faults in the past and in the future and yet you make such an endeavor!? The holy Prophet said: Should

| not be then a thankful servant?
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Prostration

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Bager that the Messenger of Allah never woke up without

falling in prostration to God — Almighty and Glorified.

P

ol Ja5 50 dl 52 Y1 18 0 e ol aule dlll JTin o) sy Bl 0l D30l ale Sias i 2.

Daily Praise And Thanks

The Messenger of Allah used to thank God 360 times that is the number of blood vessels saying: All

praise is due to the Lord of the worlds.
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Repentance

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that the Messenger of Allah used to repent seventy

times a day without having committed any sin saying: | repent unto Allah.
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Thankfulness

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that the Messenger of Allah who was riding his
she-camel on a trip came down from the camel, unexpectedly performed five prostrations and then
mounted his camel. His companions said; O Messenger of Allah! We saw you doing what you would not
do before. The Messenger of Allah said: Yes Gabriel came to me with several glad tidings from Allah —
Almighty and Glorified. Therefore, | performed one prostration for every glad tiding.
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Ibrahim

Anas Ibn -Malek has been quoted as saying: | saw that the holy Prophet’s son, Ibrahim was dying.
Shedding tears, the Messenger of Allah said: Eyes are weeping and heart is sorrowful. | do not say
anything save what pleases our Lord and we are sorrowful for you O Ibrahim.
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His Wrath

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Ali that the Messenger of Allah was never wrathful for the

sake of the worldly affairs but when he was wrathful for the sake of God, no one could change his mind.
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When Riding

When the Messenger of Allah was riding, he would not let anyone to go with him on foot. The holy
Prophet either make him ride with him and in case he did not accept, the Messenger of Allah would say:

You go first and wait for me in a certain place.
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Inhibition

The holy Prophet has been quoted as saying: Among the first things from which my Lord inhibited me

was quarrel with people.
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How He Would Walk?

It has been reported that the Messenger of Allah would take his steps fast when on a trip and when he
reached a vast desert, his pace became faster. A companion of his has said: | saw no one faster than

the Messenger of Allah in walking as if the earth contracted under. His feet and we could hardly catch up

with him.
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He And The Orphans

When Ja’afar Tayyar son of Abo-Taleb was martyred in a battle and the news reached Medina, the
Messenger of Allah went to his house. Addressing his wife, Asma the daughter of Amees, the holy
Prophet said: Bring me the children of Ja’afar. He took them into his arms, smelled them and was kind to
them. Abdullah Ibn -Ja’afar says: | remember well the day the Messenger of Allah came to my mother,

gave the news of my father’s martyrdom and then drew his hand on my head and my brother’s head.
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Condolence To The Son Of Zeid Ibn -Hareseh

When Zeid Ibn -Hareseh was martyred, the Messenger of Allah went to see his family. Seeing the holy
Prophet, Zeid’s daughter burst into tears in a way that the holy Prophet too started crying. A companion
asked: O Messenger of Allah! What state was it? The holy Prophet said: This is the eagerness of a

friend towards his friend.
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Visiting The Sick And Taking Part In Funeral

It has been reported on the authority of Anas Ibn -Malek that the Messenger of Allah used to visit the
sick, take part in the funeral of Muslims, accept the slaves’ invitation and ride on an ass. On the day of
Khaybar, Gorayzah and Nazeer, he rode on an ass whose rein was a rope of date fiber with sackcloth

underneath him.
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Prayer For The Unjust

It has been reported that when four teeth of the Messenger of Allah were broken and his face was hurt in
the Battle of Ohod, his companions became upset, so they said: O Messenger of Allah! We wish that
you would curse them! The Messenger of Allah said: | was not delegated to curse people but to pray

and be a mercy for them. O God! Guide my people for they do not know the truth.
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Explanation

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn-Abbas that whenever the Messenger of Allah related a

hadith or was asked a question, he would repeat it three times to make it fully understood.
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When He Felt Proud

Whenever the Messenger of Allah saw a Jew, a Christian, a Sabian, a Zoroastrian or any other person
of non-Muslims, he used to say: Praise is due to Allah who has made me excel you with Islam being my
faith, the holy Quran my book, Prophethood my mission, Ali being my Minister, my brothers being the
believers and Ka’aba being my Qibla.
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Humiliating Others

Imam Bager and Imam Sadeq have been polyquoted as saying: Abu Dharr humiliated a man by calling
him, O son of a black since his mother was black. The Messenger of Allah said: O Abu Dharr! Are you
humiliating him because of his mother?! Abu Dharr rubbed his head and face against the earth

(regretted) so much that the Messenger of Allah was pleased with him.
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Three Other Virtues

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq Allah would never answer negatively to people’s
demands. He would give to needy person if he had something with him. If he had nothing with him, he
would say God willing it would be fulfilled. He would never reproach people because of their wrong acts
and he would participate in battles along with other combatants since the time the Quranic verse "Fight

them in Allah’s way; this is not imposed on you except in relation to yourself' was revealed to him.
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Camel Race

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Sadeq that a bedouin came to the holy Prophet saying: O
Messenger Allah! Would you like your she-camel to race with my she-camel? The Messenger of Allah

accepted it and the Bedouin happened to win the race.
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Brushing The Teeth

It has been reported that the Messenger of Allah would never go to bed without having toothbrush at his
bedside. He would brush his teeth when he woke up and would say: | have been enjoined to brush my
teeth in a way | feared it would become an obligatory act.
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Brushing The Teeth At Night

The holy Prophet used to brush his teeth three times a night, once before going to bed, the second time
when he woke up for performing night prayer and the third time before the morning prayer.
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New Clothes

It has been reported on the authority of Ibn —Abbas that whenever the Messenger of Allah wore new

clothes, he would praise Allah and then performed two Rak’at prayer.
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In Prayer

When supplicating, the Messenger of Allah used to raise his two hands as a needy person begging food.
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The Holy Prophet’'s Oaths

One of the oaths taken by the holy Prophet was: Nay, | seek forgiveness of Allah.
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Kissing The Hand Of A Worker

Anas Ibn -Malek reported: When the Messenger of Allah was returning from Tabook battle, a man by
the name of Sa’ad Ansari welcomed the holy Prophet shaking hand with him, finding that the man’s
hands coarse, the holy Prophet said: What has happened to your hands? The man said: O Messenger
of Allah! | have wielded spade and rope so much that my hands have become coarse. | earn my living in
this way. Kissing the man’s hands, the holy Prophet said: This is the hand the Fire will not touch.
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Tidying Up

Quoting his father, Imam Sadeq has reported that a man came to the door of the holy Prophet and
asked to see him. Leaving his chamber to see the man, the holy Prophet, instead of Looking into a
mirror, stood in front of bowl! of water to tidy himself. When the holy Prophet returned, Aisha asked: O
Messenger of Allah! For what did you stand before the bowl of water when going to see that man and
made yourself look tidy? The Messenger of Allah said: O Aisha! God loves a Muslim who makes himself

tidy when he goes to see his brother-in-faith.

It has been reported that the Messenger of Allah made himself look tidy to his companions and to a
greater extent to his wife saying: Surely God loves a person who makes himself tidy when he goes to

see his brothers-in-faith.
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Abo-Jahl’s Confession

A man by the name of Akhnas Ibn -Shareeq met Abo-Jahl on the day of Badr saying: O Abol-Hakam!
There is no one here but you and me to hear our words. Now tell me whether Muhammad is truthful or
liar? Abo-Jahl said: By God! Surely Muhammad is truthful and he has never told a lie.
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Akramah Son Of Abo-Jahl

Akramah Ibn -Abo-Jahl was one of the ardent enemies of the Messenger of Allah. He was among four
persons the shedding of whose blood the holy Prophet had made permissible allowing people to kill
them wherever they found them even though they might catch hold of Ka’ba’s curtain. Akramah who had
fled Mecca went to sea and embarked on a ship but there was a storm in the sea and he vowed with his
Lord that should he be saved from drowning he would come to the Messenger of Allah and swear
allegiance with him and embrace Islam. By chance, he was saved and when he came to the holy
Prophet to embrace Islam, the Messenger of Allah rose up and gave him a hug saying: Bravo to the
riding traveler. Muslims used to call him the son of Allah’s enemy (Abo-Jahl)! Akramah went to the holy
Prophet complaining of it. Hence, the Messenger of Allah forbade them and appointed him to collect
Zakat (Alms).
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Habits

Anas has reported: When someone was telling the holy Prophet something privately, he would listen
carefully; when he shook hands with a person, he never withdrew his hand till that person withdrew his
hand; he would rise up when receiving and seeing someone off; his knees were never ahead of other
persons knees; he was the first to greet and shake hands; he never stretched his legs in the presence of
his companions; he respected the guests and on many occasions spread his own clothes for them to sit
on; he would put a mattress and cushion for them and if they refused he would insist on it; he would
mention his companions title to honor them and would call them by the fairest names and designation,

and never interrupted any one.
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Water Carrying

It has been reported that the holy Prophet was on a trip and the water for his ablution was with Abo-
Qatadah. The day was hot and people felt extremely thirsty. Hence, they rushed to the Messenger of
Allah asking for water. Having quenched their thirst with the rest of the ablution water, the holy Prophet
turned to Abo-Qatadah and said: Drink some water! Abo-Qatadah said: No, O Messenger of Allah! You
drink it. The holy Prophet said: The water carrier (Saaqi) should drink last. Abo-Qatadah drank water
and after him, the Messenger of Allah, started drinking water. Evidently this is one example of the moral
virtues which the holy Prophet’s companions had acquired. Nevertheless, the holy Prophet was always

leading in this connection and set example for them.
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Those Resembling Him

The Messenger of Allah said: Shall | inform you which one resembles me more than the others? They
said: Yes, O Messenger of Allah! He said: The one who is the most affable, the one who is the most
forbearing, the one who is the most kind to his relatives, and the one who is the fairest among you in

anger and pleasure.
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Greeting Women

It has been reported on the authority of Asma, the daughter of Yazid: The Messenger of Allah passed by

a group of women and greeted them.
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General Pardon

When Mecca was conquered, both friends and foes asked for revenge. Therefore a bloodshed was
expected. Addressing Abo-Sofian, the banner-bearer of Islam chanted the following slogan: Today is
the day of revenge; today is the day of disrespect; today is the day of disgrace of Quraish. Hearing this
from the banner-bearers of Islam, Abo-Sofian cried out! O Messenger of Allah! Is it you who have
ordered to kill us while you are the most merciful and the most kind of people! The holy Prophet who
heard it, paused a little and then said: O Abo-Sofian! Today is the day of mercy and honor for Quraish.
Hence, the slogans of revenge turned into that of mercy. Then the holy Prophet pardoned all the
enemies of Islam saying: | will treat you as Joseph treated his brothers. "There shall be no reproof

against you this day; Allah may forgive you, and He is most Merciful of the merciful".
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Respect For The Elderly

Anas said: An old man came to the Messenger of Allah. Those present did not respect the old man as
they should. The holy Prophet said: He who is not kind to our children and does not respect our elderly

people is not from us.
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Meeting A Worker

On day when the Messenger of Allah was sitting among his companions, he saw a strong man who was
busy doing his job since early morning. The companions said: How good it was if he would use his
strength in the way of God! The holy Prophet said: What you say is not right, for this man works to earn
his living in order to preserve himself from the abjectness of begging. In this way, he is following the path
of God. Even if he works hard for his weak parents and children in order to meet their needs, he is still
walking in the path of God. But if he works to amass further wealth and to be proud of it, then he is in the

way of Satan.
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Meeting An Idle Person

Seeing a man whose appearance surprised him, the Messenger of Allah asked : Does he have an
occupation? If the answer was negative, he would say: He is disfavored with me. They asked: For what
O Messenger of Allah? The holy Prophet said: This is because if a believer has no occupation, he will

earn his living with his religion (sells his religion).
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Learning How To Use Weapons

Realizing that Muslim’s conquest and war affairs required some of his companions should get familiar
with new weapons and their use, the Messenger of Allah sent two of his companions to a village in

Yemen to be trained.
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Seeking Refuge To God

The Messenger of Allah said: O God! | seek refuge to You from inability, idleness, cowardice, envy,
decrepitude, cruelty, ignorance, destitution, abjectness, poverty and | seek refuge to You from poverty,
blasphemy, immoral life, discord, hypocrisy, and infamy and | Seek refuge to You from deafness,
dumbness, dumbness, insanity, leprosy, vitiligo and bad diseases.
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In another supplication, the Messenger of Allah said: O God! | seek refuge to You from a knowledge that
will not benefit anyone, a heart devoid of compassion, a prayer which is not heard and a soul which is
not insatiable. O God | seek refuge to You from these four.
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The Greater Jihad

The Messenger of Allah sent a group of people to war. When they returned, the holy Prophet said; Bravo
to the people who have done the lessor Jihad and should now do the greater Jihad. It was asked: O
Messenger of Allah! What is the greater Jihad? The holy Prophet said: Jihad against one’s self.
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Advice

Addressing a group of people who were engaged in pleasantry, the Messenger of Allah said: Remember
death. | swear by the One in Whose Hand my life is, if you would know what | know, you would certainly

laugh a little and would cry frequently.
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Adulteration

The Messenger of Allah passed by a man selling food. The holy Prophet asked: How is the quality of
your food? The man answered: At this moment, the holy Prophet who was inspired by God to taste the
food found out that it was adulterated so he said: To us does not belong one who is fraud.
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Advice To Survivors

The Messenger of Allah passed by a grave in which a man had been buried the previous night and at its
side his wife and children were crying. The holy Prophet said: Two Rak’at of prayer of which you make

light work is more worthy than the whole world.
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Children Of The End Of The World

Looking at some children, the Messenger of Allah said: Woe to the children of the end of the world due
to their fathers. A man asked: Polytheist fathers? The holy Prophet said: No, due to their believing
fathers who do not teach them anything of religious duties and forbid their children when they
themselves learn some of the Islamic injunctions and are only content that their children acquire

something of the worldly profit. | am clear of them and they are clear of me.
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Practical Lesson

During one of his trips, the holy Prophet accompanied by his companions arrived at a barren and arid

area. The holy Prophet said: Gather some fire—wood? The companions said: O Messenger of Allah! We
are in a barren area where there is no single piece of wood. The holy Prophet said: Whatever it may be,
everyone must gather a quantity of wood as much as he can. The companions tried to pick up even the

small pieces of wood. When all of them piled up what they had gathered, the holy Prophet said: Minor



sins are just the same as these small pieces of wood. Avoid minor sins, for there is a searcher for

everything and the Recorder of sins writes whatever people offer to leave behind them.

“We have recorded every thing in a clear writing.” (Ya Seen: 12)
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