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3) Hadith Al-Thagalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir
Khumm (Part 1)

Immediately after his last Hajj, on his way back to Madinah — his capital city, at a place called Ghadir
Khumm, the Prophet of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, repeated his instruction at ‘Arafat to mankind.
Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) documents:
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Sulayman b. ‘Ubayd Allah al-Ghilani — Abu ‘Amir — Kathir b. Zayd — Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali — his
father — ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast
to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah — one end of which is in the Hand of Allah and the other

in your hands — and my Ahl al-Bayt.”1

Concerning the first narrator, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states:
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Sulayman b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Amr b. Jabir al-Ghilani al-Mazini, Abu Ayub al-Basri: Saduq (very
truthful).2

As for the second narrator, this is what al-Hafiz has to say:
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‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Amr al-Qaysi, Abu ‘Amir al-‘Agadi: Thigah (trustworthy).3

The third narrator is reliable too, as declared by al-Hafiz:
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Kathir b. Zayd al-Aslami, Abu Muhammad al-Madani b. Mafannah: Saduq (very truthful), made

mistakes.4

He did not make “a lot” of mistakes. Therefore, his mistakes were not serious, were minimal and did not
affect the quality of his ahadith.

Al-Hafiz tells us about the fourth narrator as well:

Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib: Saduq (very truthful).5

And this is the status of the fifth narrator, according to al-Hafiz:
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‘Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib al-Hashimi: Thigah (trustworthy).6
So, all the narrators are fully reliable, and the sanad is well-connected. As such, it is a hasan chain, at

the least. This is what Shaykh al-Arnaut concludes as well:
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The third is the hadith of ‘Ali, recorded by lbn Abi ‘Asim in al-Sunnah (1558), and by al-Tahawi in Sharh
Mushkil al-Athar (1760) from two routes from Abu ‘Amir al-‘Agadi, from Kathir b. Zayd, from Muhammad
b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali, from his father, from him (i.e. ‘Ali) from the Prophet, with the wording: “I have left behind
over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah — one end of which is

in the Hand of Allah and the other in your hands — and my Ahl al-Bayt.” And its chain is hasan.7

The above riwayah is only an abridged version of a more detailed hadith. Imam Ishaq b. Rahwayh (d.
238 H) and some other classical Sunni scholars recorded the full version. For instance, Imam al-Tahawi



(d. 321 H) documents:
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lbrahim b. Marzuq - Abu ‘Amir al-‘Agadi — Kathir b. Zayd — Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali — his father -
‘Al:

Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came out, holding
the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “O mankind! Do you not testify that Allah the Almighty is your Lord?” They
said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are more entitled to you
than yourselves and that Allah the Almighty and His Messenger are your Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we
do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and His Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one — or ‘Ali - is his
mawla. | have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of

Allah — one end of which is in your hands — and my Ahl al-Bayt.”8

Shaykh al-Arnaut comments:
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Its chain is hasan.9

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asgalani also copies the riwayah of Ishaq b. Rahwayh:
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Ishaq said: Abu ‘Amir al-‘Agadi — Kathir b. Zayd — Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali — his father - ‘Ali:

Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came out, holding
the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your Lord?” They said, “Yes, we do.” He
said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are more entitled to you than yourselves and that

Allah and His Messenger are your Awliya?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and



His Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one (i.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. | have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah — one end of which is in His Hand

and the other in your hands — and my Ahl al-Bayt.” 10

Then, al-Hafiz comments:

This chain is sahih.11

Imam Ahmad al-Busiri (d. 840 H) as well documents:
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Narrated ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him:

The Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came out, holding the
hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your Lord?” They said, “Yes, we do.” He said,
“Do you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah
and His Messenger are your Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and His
Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one (i.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. | have left behind over you that which if
you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah — one end of which is in His Hand and the

other in your hands — and my Ahl al-Bayt.”12

And al-Busiri has this simple verdict about it:
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Ishaq recorded it with a sahih chain.13

‘Allamah al-Muttaqi al-Hindi (d. 975 H) too records the hadith:
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Narrated ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him:

The Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came out, holding the
hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your Lord?” They said, “We do.” He said, “Do
you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah and
His Messenger are your Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and His
Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one (i.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. | have left behind over you that which if
you hold fast to it you will never go astray while following it: the Book of Allah — one end of which is in

His Hand and the other in your hands — and my Ahl al-Bayt.”

Then al-Hindi says about it:
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Narrated by (Ishaq) lbn Rahwayh, Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi ‘Asim, and by al-Muhamali in his Amali, and he (al-

Muhamali) declared it sahih. 14
The messages in these reports are very powerfully conveyed:

Muslims can acquire true guidance after their Prophet only by holding fast to both the Qur’an and his Ahl
al-Bayt together.

Muslims can remain upon true guidance after their Prophet only by holding fast to both the Qur’an and
his Ahl al-Bayt together.

Muslims automatically lose the true guidance after their Prophet any moment they fail to hold fast to the

Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt together.
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