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52. From the point of view of the Qur’an, what is
the relationship between the leader and the
people?

There are two types of obedience. Sometimes people are obedient to someone because of fear or greed
or lack of self-confidence, just like the people of Pharaoh were obedient to him

وهطَاعفَا همقَو تَخَففَاس

“So he made his people unsteady, and they obeyed him.”1

And sometimes their obedience is based upon faith, love and passion, for otherwise, as the Qur’an says
to the Prophet SAWA

ولَو كنت فَظا غَليظَ الْقَلْبِ نفَضوا من حولكَ

“Had you been harsh and hard of heart, they would have scattered from about you.”2

In Islam, the relation between the people and the leader is called “Wilayat”. The word “Wilayat” means
following with which alongside there is love. Divine Leaders do not take anything for themselves;

ينّفلَتالْم ننَا ما امو

“Neither am I of those who take things upon themselves.”3

Nor do they prefer themselves over others
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مُثْلم شَرنَا با انَّما

“I am only a mortal like you.”4

Nor do they consider themselves having more rights over others.

During times of danger, the leader does not abandon his followers. Imam Ali AS states that the Prophet
SAWA was closer to the enemy than the rest of us. He was Divinely ordered by Allah SWT to send his
blessings upon people and to pray for them5,

هِملَيع لصو

And likewise people have been order to send their blessings upon the Prophet SAWA

يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا صلُّوا علَيه وسلّموا تَسليما

“O believers, do you also bless him, and pray him peace.”6

So the relationship between the leader and the people is one of love and blessings, not of fear and
terror.

1. Zukhruf 43:54
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