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53: To Bear Hardships, Denials And Other
Testing Circumstances For The Sake Of Imam
(As)

There is no doubt that the Almighty Allah subjects us to all kinds of examinations regarding the Ghaibat
of His Wali, in order to distinguish the righteous ones from the sinful. So that He may reward the
righteous slaves and gather the wrong doers with other evil creatures and dispatch them to Hell. The
Almighty Allah says:

ما كانَ اله ليذَر الْمومنين علَ ما انْتُم علَيه حتَّ يميز الْخَبِيث من الطَّيِبِ

On no account will Allah leave the believers in the condition which you are in until He separates
the evil from the good. (Qur’an, Surah Aale Imran 3:179)

Now this is not something new because before this Allah has taken the examination of all the previous
nations and those who would come in the future. Allah also says:

. احسب النَّاس انْ يتْركوا انْ يقُولُوا آمنَّا وهم  يفْتَنُونَ

هِملقَب نم لَقَدْ فَتَنَّا الَّذِينو

Do men think that they will be left alone on saying, We believe, and not be tried? And certainly
We tried those before them…(Qur’an, Surah Ankabut 29:2-3)

Hazrat Ali (as) says, “O Men! The Almighty Allah has kept you away from oppression but He has not
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given you exemption from trials because Allah says:

وانَّ لَم ف انْعام لَعبرةً

Most surely there are signs in this, and most surely We are ever trying (men).1

I say: One of the greatest examinations for a believer is when he sees that vicious and evil people are
living in style and splendor while the righteous have to undergo untold difficulties and penury, and no
one pays any attention to them. No one even lends ear to their pleading and they are oppressed by the
tyrants of this world. They are made the butt of ridicule and people make fun of their belief with regard to
Ghaibat of Imam az-Zaman (aj). This causes a contradiction of reason and desire. The carnal desires
command us to follow falsehood and spend our lives in enjoyment while reason advises us to be patient
in the difficulties and to bear their falsification.

That it is necessary to follow the truth in order to achieve everlasting life in the hereafter in addition to
the rightful kingdom. Thus the best people are those who strive for good consequences and remain
patient in calamities. See what Imam Ja’far Sadiq (as) says to Humran in a correct lengthy tradition, in
Rauda Kafi, when he asked His Eminence: How will these (Bani Abbas) people rule? Or when would we
rid of them? Imam Ja’far Sadiq (as) said: Don’t you know that everything has a tenure? He replied: Why
not? I said: Does it benefit you to know that when this matter occurs it will not come even a moment
earlier.

Indeed, if you knew their condition in the view of Allah, you will be more angry with them and if with all
the people of the world try to worsen their condition from sin and crimes – you will not be able to do so.
Thus Shaitan will not deviate and worry you. Because indeed, honor from the Almighty Allah is for the
Messenger of Allah (S), and for the believers, but the hypocrites don’t know, do you not know that one
who awaits for our kingdom, and is patient on all hardships and troubles, will be in our group tomorrow
[in Qiyamat].2

In Tohaful Uqool, it is mentioned among the advices of Imam Ja’far Sadiq (as) to Momin Taq: O Son of
Noman, a servant will not be a faithful believer before he learns three characteristics; one from God, one
from His Messenger, and one from the Imam. The characteristic he should learn from God is the
concealment of secrets. God the Glorified says:

عالم الْغَيبِ فََ يظْهِر علَ غَيبِه احدًا

The Knower of the unseen! so He does not reveal His secrets to any, (Qur’an, Surah Jinn 72:26)

The characteristic he should learn from the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) is that he should
treat people courteously. The characteristic he should learn from the Imam (peace be upon him) is to be



steadfast against situations of misfortune and crises until relief comes about…3

Also, in Rauda Kafi, through the author’s own chain of narrators it is narrated from Hasan bin Shazan
Wasiti that he said: I wrote a letter to Abul Hasan Imam Reza (as) in which I complained about the
oppressions of the people of Wast.

Since in that city there were groups of Uthmanis, they used to trouble me. The Imam replied as follows:
Allah, the blessed and the High has taken a covenant from our followers to observe patience in the rule
of tyrant rulers. So be patient at the command of your Lord and when the leader of the creatures arises,
they shall say:

قَالُوا يا ويلَنَا من بعثَنَا من مرقَدِنَا ۜ ۗ هٰذَا ما وعدَ الرحمٰن وصدَق الْمرسلُونَ

O woe to us! who has raised us up from our sleeping-place? This is what the Beneficent God
promised and the apostles told the truth.4

I say: ‘Leader of the creatures denotes His Eminence, Qaim (aj) and their saying: ‘O woe to us! who has
raised us up from our sleeping-place? This is what the Beneficent God promised’ implies that His
Eminence, by the leave of the Almighty Allah, would make them alive and take revenge from them, as is
mentioned in traditional reports.

In Usool Kafi, it is narrated from Imam Ja’far Sadiq (as) that he said: The Messenger of Allah (S) said: A
time will come upon the people when rulership will not be obtained except through killing and oppression
and wealth will not be obtained except through usurpation and miserliness and love and friendship will
not be got except through throwing out the religion and following selfish desires; thus one who lives till
that time should be patient on poverty even though he may be able to obtain riches.

And he should be patient on the enmity of the people even though he may be able to earn love of the
people by giving up his religion and following carnal desires. And he should be patient on humiliation
even though he might be capable of becoming powerful; the Almighty Allah will give him the reward
equal to that of fifty Siddiqs (truthful ones) who have testified me.5

It is mentioned in Kharaij, that the Messenger of Allah (S) said: After you will come a people such that
one of them alone will earn the reward of fifty of you. They asked: O Messenger of Allah (S), we
accompanied you in Badr, Uhad and Hunain and the Qur’an descended among us! The Prophet said:
You cannot bear that which would descend on them and you don’t have as much patience as they have.

I say: This is with reference to the condition of patient believers in the period of occultation of the Imam
of the Age (as) as proved by other traditional reports.

It is mentioned in Burhan under the interpretation of the verse:



يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا اصبِروا وصابِروا ورابِطُوا واتَّقُوا اله لَعلَّم تُفْلحونَ

O you who believe! be patient and co-operate in patience and remain steadfast. (Qur’an, Surah
Aale Imran 3:200)

That Imam Ja’far Sadiq (as) said: Be patient on the troubles you have to face in our path. The narrator
asked: What does, ‘co-operate in patience and remain steadfast,’ mean? The Imam replied: Co-operate
with your Wali regarding your enemies and be steadfast with your Imam.

There are numerous traditional reports regarding this but to quote them all would prolong the discussion.
All these are in addition to other verses and traditional reports that have come in praise of patience and
command to observe it, because patience on calamities during the period of occultation of Imam (as) is
among the most important and clear implication of patience as is obvious.

Thiqatul Islam, Kulaini (r.a.) has mentioned a number of correct and good traditions from Imam Ja’far
Sadiq (as) that he said: Patience is to faith what the head is to the body, if the head goes, so does the
body, in the same way if patience goes, so does faith.6

In the same book, in another tradition from Hafas bin Ghiyath it is mentioned that he said: His Eminence,
Abu Abdullah Imam Sadiq (as) said:

One who observes patience has to be patient for a short while and one who is impatient, remains
impatient for a short while. Then he said: It is necessary for you to be patient in all your affairs as Allah,
the Mighty and Sublime sent His Eminence, Muhammad (S) and commanded him patience and
forbearance and He said:

ًيما جرجه مهرجاهقُولُونَ وا يم َلع بِراصو .

ًيقَل مِلْههمو ةمالنَّع ولا ذِّبِينالْمو نذَرو

And bear patiently what they say and avoid them with a becoming avoidance. And leave Me and
the rejecters, the possessors of ease and plenty. (Qur’an, Surah Muzzammil 73:10-11)

The Almighty Allah also said:

يممح لو نَّهاةٌ كدَاوع نَهيبنَكَ ويذَا الَّذِي بفَا نسحا ه بِالَّت فَعةُ ۚ ادِىيالس نَةُ وستَوِي الْحتَس و .

يمظع ّظذُو ح ا الَقَّاها يموا وربص الَّذِين ا الَقَّاها يمو



Repel (evil) with what is best, when lo! he between whom and you was enmity would be as if he
were a warm friend. And none are made to receive it but those who are patient, and none are
made to receive it but those who have a mighty good fortune. (Qur’an, Surah Fussilat 41:34-35)

Thus the Messenger of Allah (S) maintained patience till he was even accused of serious things [like
sorcery and insanity] and the Almighty Allah revealed:

. ولَقَدْ نَعلَم انَّكَ يضيق صدْركَ بِما يقُولُونَ

اجِدِينالس نم نكِكَ وبدِ رمبِح ِحبفَس 

And surely We know that your breast straitens at what they say. Therefore celebrate the praise of
your Lord, and be of those who make obeisance. (Qur’an, Surah Hijr 15:97-98)

After that they rejected His Eminence, and made allegations against him; so he became sad. Therefore
the Almighty Allah revealed:

. قَدْ نَعلَم انَّه لَيحزنُكَ الَّذِي يقُولُونَ ۖ فَانَّهم  يذِّبونَكَ ولَٰن الظَّالمين بِآياتِ اله يجحدُونَ

ۚ ولَقَدْ كذِّبت رسل من قَبلكَ فَصبروا علَ ما كذِّبوا واوذُوا حتَّ اتَاهم نَصرنَا

We know indeed that what they say certainly grieves you, but surely they do not call you a liar;
but the unjust deny the communications of Allah. And certainly apostles before you were
rejected, but they were patient on being rejected and persecuted until Our help came to them.
(Qur’an, Surah Anaam 6:33-34)

At that time His Eminence (S) made his heart firm on patience till those people crossed all limits of
shamelessness and torture and they mentioned Allah, the High and the Mighty with disrespect and
denied Him. The Holy Prophet (S) said: I remained patient regarding myself, my family and my honor but
I cannot be patient on disrespect to my Lord. So Allah, the Mighty and Sublime revealed the following
verse:

.ولَقَدْ خَلَقْنَا السماواتِ وارض وما بينَهما ف ستَّة ايام وما مسنَا من لُغُوبٍ

فَاصبِر علَ ما يقُولُونَ



And certainly We created the heavens and the earth and what is between them in six periods and
there touched Us not any fatigue. Therefore be patient of what they say. (Qur’an, Surah Qaf
50:38-39)

His Eminence, (S) remained patient in all circumstances till he was given glad tidings about the Imams
from his progeny and they were described to be having patience as Allah, the Mighty and Sublime said:

وجعلْنَا منْهم ائمةً يهدُونَ بِامرِنَا لَما صبروا ۖ وكانُوا بِآياتنَا يوقنُونَ

And We made of them Imams to guide by Our command when they were patient, and they were
certain of Our communications. (Qur’an, Surah Sajdah 32:24)

His Eminence, (S) said: Patience is to faith, like the head is to the body; then the Almighty Allah
recompensed him for patience and revealed the following verse:

 وتَمت كلمت ربِكَ الْحسنَ علَ بن اسرائيل بِما صبروا ۖ ودمرنَا ما كانَ يصنَع فرعونُ وقَومه وما كانُوا يعرِشُونَ

And the good word of your Lord was fulfilled in the children of Israel because they bore up
(sufferings) patiently; and We utterly destroyed what Firon and his people had wrought and what
they built. (Qur’an, Surah Araaf 7:137)

The Holy Prophet (S) said: This is a glad tiding and revenge that Allah, the Mighty and Sublime has
allowed war against the polytheists. And the Almighty Allah revealed:

فَاقْتُلُوا الْمشْرِكين حيث وجدْتُموهم وخُذُوهم واحصروهم واقْعدُوا لَهم كل مرصدٍ

Then slay the idolaters wherever you find them, and take them captives and besiege them and lie
in wait for them in every ambush. (Qur’an, Surah Taubah 9:5)

And:

موهفْتُمثَق ثيح ماقْتُلُوهو 

And kill them wherever you find them. (Qur’an, Surah Baqarah 2: 191)

Thus the Almighty Allah destroyed them through the Messenger of Allah (S) and his followers and made
it a reward of their patience in addition to what is stored for His Eminence in the Hereafter. So one who
remains patient and is forbearing in the path of Allah, he will not leave the world till the Almighty Allah



does not make him happy with regard to (the fate) of his enemies, in addition to what is stored for him in
the Hereafter.7

In the same book, in a correct traditional report from Abu Sabbah Kinani it is narrated that he said: I was
in the company of His Eminence, Abu Abdullah Imam Sadiq (as) when an old man came to His
Eminence and said: O Aba Abdillah, I have brought a complain to you about my children and their
thanklessness and my brothers and their oppression, when I have become old. His Eminence, Abu
Abdullah Imam Sadiq (as) said: O man, indeed there is a kingdom for truth and a kingdom for falsehood,
and each is degraded during the rule of other, and the least that can reach the believer during the rule of
falsehood is disobedience of children and injustice of the brothers.

And there is no believer who gets any comfort or luxury during the rule of falsehood, except that he has
to bear hardships before his death, either physically or regarding his children or his property so that the
Almighty Allah may purge him from that which he has obtained during the rule of falsehood and He
increase his share in the kingdom of truth. So remain patient and glad tidings to you.

In the same book, it is narrated from His Eminence, Abu Ja’far Imam Baqir (as) that he said: When the
final moments of my father, Ali bin Husain (as) approached, he embraced me and said: My son, I advise
you that which my father advised me at the time of his passing away and mentioned that which his father
had advised: My son, be patient on truth even though it may be bitter.8

In Kamaluddin, through the author’s own chain of narrators it is quoted from Imam Reza (as) that he
said: “How good is patience and awaiting for the reappearance! Have you not heard Allah, the Mighty
and Sublime say?

يبقر معم ّنوا ابتَقارو

And watch, surely I too am watching with you. (Qur’an, Surah Hud 11:93)

رِيننْتَظالْم نم معم ّنوا ارفَانْتَظ

Wait then, I too with you will be of those who wait. (Qur’an, Surah Araaf 7:71)

Thus you must be patient because there is deliverance after despair and those before you were more
patient than you.”9

In the same book it is narrated from Muhammad bin Muslim that he said: I heard Abi Abdullah (as) say:
“Before the rising of the Qaim, Allah will appoint signs for the believers. I asked: What are those, may I
be sacrificed on you? He replied: They are mentioned in the saying of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime:



That is before the advent of the Qaim the believers will be tested through fear and hunger and loss of
property and lives and fruits; and give good news to the patient.

ابِرِينرِ الصّشباتِ ۗ ورالثَّمنْفُسِ واالِ ووما ننَقْصٍ مو وعالْجفِ والْخَو نم ءَبِش مَّنلُولَنَبو

And We will most certainly try you with somewhat of fear and hunger and loss of property and
lives and fruits; and give good news to the patient…(Qur’an, Surah Baqarah 2:155)

He said: “The believers will be tested through the fear of the last ruler of Bani so-and-so. Hunger
through rise in prices. Loss of property and lives and fruits means loss in business and agriculture. And
give good news to the patient means those who await for the reappearance.” Then he said: “O
Muhammad, this is the interpretation of the saying of the Almighty:

لْمالْع خُونَ فاسالرو ۗ هال ا وِيلَهتَا لَمعا يمو

…but none knows its interpretation except Allah, and those who are firmly rooted in
knowledge…10

In Tafseer Nishapuri, it is narrated from the Holy Prophet (S) that he said: Enjoin good to each other and
forbid evil; thus when you see a debased person being obeyed and carnal desires being followed, and
materialism being preferred, and every person liking his own view, it is necessary for you to leave
yourself and public affairs and indeed, after that there will come a time when patience will be like a
burning coal on your hand; the doers of good in that time will be given a reward equal to that of fifty
persons in other times.

In Ghaibat Nomani through the author’s own chain of narrators it is narrated from Imam Ja’far Sadiq (as)
from his father that he said: The believers are tested and purified by Allah. Allah has not assured the
believers from calamities and distresses of this life but He has assured them from being wretched in the
afterlife.

Then Imam Muhammad Baqir (as) said: His Eminence, Husain bin Ali arranged his martyrs side by side
[in Kerbala] and said: Our martyrs are the martyrs of prophets.11 In the same book through the author’s
own chain of narrators it is narrated from Imam Zainul Abideen (as) that he said: I wish I was permitted
to talk to people three times (about three things) and then Allah might do to me whatever He liked. But it
is the will of Allah that we are to be patient and to wait. Then he recited the following verse of Qur’an:

مزع نكَ منَّ ذَٰلتَتَّقُوا فَاوا وبِرنْ تَصاا ۚ ويرثذًى كوا اكشْرا الَّذِين نمو ملقَب نم تَابْوتُوا الا الَّذِين نم نعملَتَسو
امورِ



And you shall certainly hear from those who have been given the Book before you and from
those who are polytheists, much annoying talk; and if you are patient and guard (against evil),
surely this is one of the affairs (which should be) determined upon. (Qur’an, Surah Aale Imran
3:186)

In the same book another tradition is quoted from His Eminence, which we shall present in the sub-topic
of Marabat, Insha Allah, in which he says: “…the believers will remain steadfast and persevere until
Allah determines and He is the best of judges.”12 There are many other traditional reports also, that
have been mentioned at appropriate places.13 The conclusion is best worded in a poetical composition
of Amirul Momineen (as):

If evil and hardships increase upon him, he increases the level of his patience. He is like Musk
under the tools of pulverizing it, because fragments of Musk are such that their perfume and
fragrance increases due to the tools if patience is observed.

Note: Our discussion so far shows that patience during the period of the occultation of the Imam (as) is
of few types:

1. Patience of the prolongation of occultation so that impatience in this regard may not harden ones
heart; because impatience with regard to Imam (as) can lead to doubts as explained in the twenty-
second duty.

2. Patience of the believer on difficulties, ridicule and rejection etc from his opponents.

3. Patience on different calamities and hardships that befall him as mentioned in the verse:

هبِال كَ اربا صمو بِراصو

And be patient and your patience is not but by (the assistance of) Allah. (Qur’an, Surah Nahl
16:127)

4. Patience on different calamities and hardships at the hands of the opponents, that he cannot ward off
and defend himself from them; in this instance his duty is to observe patience and pray. And there are
other types of patiences that a believer has to observe in difficult times.
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