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9. Finding The True Mahdi: He Is A Sinless

Fatimid Imam

It is without question that the Mahdi, ‘alaihi al-salam, is from the House of Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi
wa alihi. Imam Ibn Majah (d. 273 H) records:
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‘Uthman b. Abi Shaybah — Abu Dawud al-Hafari — Yasin — Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyyah — his

father — ‘Ali:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The Mahdi is from us, the Ahl al-Bayt. Allah will
make him fit within a night.”1

Commenting on this riwayat, ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) declares:
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Obviously, the phrase “Ahl al-Bayt” in the hadiith is a reference to that of the Prophet himself. Imam Abu

Dawud (d. 275 H) also documents a witness, in this report about the Mahdi:
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‘Uthman b. Abi Shaybah — al-Fadhl b. Dukayn — Fisr — al-Qasim b. Abi Barzah — Abu al-Tufayl — ‘Ali,
may Allah the Most High be pleased with him — the Prophet, peace be upon him:

“Even if there remains only one more day left before the end of Time, Allah will surely SEND a man
from MY AHL AL-BAYT. He will fill it with justice just as it had been filled with injustice.”3

‘Allamah al-Albani says:
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Dr. al-Bastawi, commenting upon the same hadith, also states:
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Therefore, the Mahdi’s membership of the Ahl al-Bayt of the Messenger is undisputable. As such, we
can only look for him within the Prophetic Family of our Ummah, and nowhere else. With that, one can
confidently declare that whosoever is not from the House of Muhammad is automatically disqualified

from being the Awaited Imam.

Moreover, the Imam — being from the Ahl al-Bayt — is apparently one of those intended in this noble

ayah:
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Allah intends but only to keep impurity away from you, O Ahl al-Bayt, and to purify you absolutely.6

The above revelation — better known as the “Verse of Purification” - is part of the thirty-third ayah of
Surah al-Ahzab. However, its history must be understood, in order to truly understand its meaning. That
statement was revealed as an independent verse, with no connection whatsoever to the surrounding
verses and sentences. This fact is extremely crucial, since the mainstream Sunni fafsir of it is based
entirely upon reading the neighbouring verses into it7. This approach, however, is both very incorrect
and very misleading, in view of its history. Unfortunately, this failure to take the history of the ayah into
consideration in its interpretation has led to unnecessary tensions and divisions within our blessed

Ummah.

Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) has documented how the verse descended:
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Qutaybah — Muhammad b. Sulayman b. al-Asbahani — Yahya b. ‘Ubayd — ‘Aila b. Abi Rabah — ‘Umar b.
Abi Salamah, the dependent of the Prophet, peace be upon him:

When THIS VERSE {Allah intends but only to keep impurity away all from you, O Ahl al-Bayt, and
to purify you absolutely} was revealed upon the Prophet, peace be upon him, in the house of Umm
Salamah, he called Faimah, Hasan and Husayn and spread a cloak over them while ‘Ali was behind
him. Then, he covered them with a cloak. Then, he said, “O Allah! These are my Ahl al-Bayt. So,
keep impurity away from them and purify them absolutely”. Umm Salamah said, “Am | with them, O

Prophet of Allah?” He replied, “You are upon your place and you are upon a good thing.”8

‘Allamah al-Albani comments:
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Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) also records:
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Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Salman al-Fagih and Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad b. Ya’qub — al-Hasan b. Mukram
al-Bazzar — ‘Uthman b. ‘Umar — ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah b. Dinar — Sharik b. Abi Nimr — ‘Ala b.

Yasar — Umm Salamah:

In my house, it was revealed {Allah intends but only to keep impurity away all from you, O Ahl al-Bayt,
and to purify you absolutely}. Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent for ‘Ali, Fasimah,
al-Hasan and al-Husayn and said: “O Allah! These are my Ahl al-Bayt.” 10

Al-Hakim says:
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This hadith is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari. 11

Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees with him:
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Upon the standard of al-Bukhari. 12

It is clear that the statement was revealed as an independent “verse” in the house of Umm Salamah. We
also see that the “Ahl al-Bayt” in it are only those of Muhammad, according to his own tafsir. The
Prophet equally went ahead to physically identify his “Ahl al-Bayt” as ‘Ali, Fasimah, al-Hasan and al-
Husayn, ‘alaihim al-salam. Our righteous mother, Umm Salamah, radhiyallahu ‘anha, understood from
his declaration “O Allah! These are my Ahl al-Bayt” that he was excluding everyone else alive. ‘Ali,
Farlimah, al-Hasan and al-Husayn alone were being identified as the “Ahl al-Bayt” in the ayah. So, she

asked, to clarify:
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Am | with them, O Prophet of Allah?

In the literal sense, the word “Ahl al-Bayt” customarily includes the wives of the master of the house.
This obviously was Umm Salamah’s understanding too, until when she saw that the Messenger of Allah
was giving the term — as used in the verse - a special, restricted meaning. Her blessed husband gave

her a beautiful reply:
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You are upon your place and you are upon a good thing.

She was right there and then standing upon her own place outside the cloak, and her place too was
good. However, she did not belong under the cloak with those covered with it. Their place was under the
cloak of the Messenger, and her place was outside of it. So, she was not with them, and they were the
Ahl al-Bayt13.

Even after the descent of the ayah in the room of our blessed mother, Umm Salamah, the Prophet, on
some other occasions, made sure to publicly display that the phrase “O Ahl al-Bayt” in it referred to

none but ‘Ali, his wife and his sons. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) has documented one of those instances:
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Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah and Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Numayr — Muhammad b. Bishr — Zakariya —
Mu’sab b. Shaybah — Safiyyah bint Shaybah — ‘Aishah:

The Prophet, peace be upon him, went outside one morning wearing a striped cloak, made from the
black (camel’s) hair. Then, al-Hasan b. ‘Ali came, and he (the Prophet) entered him (under the cloak).
Then, al-Husayn came, and he (the Prophet) entered him (i.e. al-Husayn) with him (i.e. al-Hasan).
Then, Faslimah came and he entered her; then, ‘Ali came and he entered him. Then he said, “Allah
intends but only to keep impurity away all from you, O Ahl al-Bayt, and to purify you absolutely.” [A/-
Ahzab 33:33]14

So, the matter is settled. Here is the Prophet himself addressing ‘Ali, his wife and his sons with the verse
— and with the phrase “O Ahl al-Bayt” in the verse. This shows that it was revealed for them, and that

they were the ones meant by the address “O Ahl al-Bayt” from Allah, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

Meanwhile, Prof. Ibn Yasin has for us the fahm (understanding) of one of the “righteous” Salaf
concerning the purpose of this blessed verse:
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Al-Tabari recorded with his hasan chain from Qatadah, concerning His Statement (Allah intends but
only to keep impurity away all from you, O Ahl al-Bayt, and to purify you absolutely): They are an Ahl
al-Bayt. ALLAH PURIFIED THEM FROM EVIL, and He gave them a special mercy from Himself.” 15

As such, Allah purified ‘Ali, Faslimah, al-Hasan and al-Husayn absolutely from impurity, from evil. So,
they were absolutely pure. Of course, the master of the Bayt (the House) in the ayah was the Prophet
himself. Therefore, he was naturally covered by it. That “Ahl al-Bayt” had a merit that Allah never gave
to any other among His creatures: absolute purity from anything impure or anything evil. He never, and
has never, qualified anyone else - apart from the Ahl al-Bayt of Muhammad - with absolute purity. They

are the only absolutely pure creatures of the Lord of the worlds.

But then, the Messenger — in some other ahadith of his — included some other persons under the verse.



Those were not alive during his lifetime. So, it was impossible for him to have entered them too under
his cloak. However, he indicated in his statements that the verse was revealed about them too.
Therefore, had they been alive, he would have joined them with the other four under the cloak. One of

such ahadith is this (which we quoted above):
el Jal (s sagall

The Mahdi is from us, the Ahl al-Bayt.

Being one of them — the Ahl al-Bayt — he naturally is also absolutely pure from all impurities and evil, like
the other members. What further strengthens this submission, is this hadith of Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360
H):
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‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — ‘Amr b. ‘Awn al-Wasilsi — Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah — al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd Allah — Abu
al-Dhuha — Zayd b. Argam:

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty
Things (al-thagalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never
separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.” 16

Shaykh al-Arnaulsl says about this hadith:
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It is sahih17

Of course, whosoever never separates from the Qur’an for even a single millisecond in any situation or
circumstance — in his thoughts, words, feelings and actions — is certainly an absolutely pure creature of
Allah. In fact, purity means adherence to the Qur'an; and, the purer we are, the more inseparable we
become to the Book of our Lord. Therefore, from the last part of the hadith above, we know that the “Ahl
al-Bayt” mentioned in it are equally included in the Verse of Purification. Interestingly, these “Ahl al-
Bayt” are only from the “offspring” of Muhammad, and they exist continuously on the earth till a/-

Qiyamah.

The Mahdi, without any doubt, is from these “pure” offspring of the Prophet. Imam Abu Dawud



documents the confirmation:
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Ahmad b. lbrahim — ‘Abd Allah b. Ja’far al-Raqqi — Abu al-Mulayh al-Hasan b. ‘Umar — Ziyad b. Bayan
— ‘Ali b. Nufayl — Sa’id b. al-Musayyab — Umm Salamah:

| heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying: “The Mahdi is from my offspring, from the
descendants of Fasiimah.”18

Al-Albani declares:

o

Sahih19

Obviously, our Imam, al-Mahdi, is a Faislimid too — from the descendants of our mistress, Fasimah,
alaiha al-salam. This is equally crucial in determining the true Mahdi from the huge list of claimants and

sponsored candidates. Whoever is not a Failimid is not the Mahdi, even if he claims the title for himself.
We must note too that Imam al-Mahdi is — without question - a khalifah from the offspring, the Ahl al-

Bayt of our Prophet. Therefore, this hadith copied by ‘Allamah al-Albani definitely covers him:
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| am leaving behind over you two khalifahs: the Book of Allah - a rope stretching between the
heaven and the earth — and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from
each other until they meet me at the Lake-Font.20

Then, the ‘Allamah comments:
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This then strengthens the conviction that the Mahdi is absolutely pure too, like Muhammad, ‘Ali,



Faslimah, al-Hasan and al-Husayn. He is included in the divine purification mentioned in the Verse of
Purification; and he is from the pure offspring who never separate from the Book of Allah in absolutely
any instance, circumstance, situation or millisecond — in their thoughts, feelings, deeds and words.

Anyone who cannot meet all these criteria is not the Awaited Mahdi.
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