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> Imam Ali Confirms The Disappearance

Chapter 10: Disappearance of the expected

Imam
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(1) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Iss’haq bin Sinan from
Obayd bin Kharija from Ali bin Uthman from Furat bin Ahnaf that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had

narrated from his fathers:

“Once the Euphrates had overflowed during the age of Imam Ali (as). He, with his sons al-Hasan and
al-Husayn, made a travel. On their way, they passed by (the tribe of) Thageef, who said: “Ali has come

to drive water back!” Imam Ali (as) said:

“By Allah, | and both of my sons will be killed but Allah will send a man from among my descendants at
the end of the time revenging our bloods. He will disappear (for a long time) so that the deviate people

are to be tried until the ignorant will say: Allah has nothing to do with Muhammad'’s progeny.”1
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(2) Muhammad bin Hammam and Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin Jumhoor narrated from
al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin Jumhoor from his father from some of his companions from al-Mufadhdhal
bin Umar that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

A tradition that you perceive is better that ten that you narrate (without perceiving them). Every truth has
a fact and every rightness has a light. By Allah we do not consider a Shiite as a jurisprudent until it is
mistaken before him and he notices the mistake. Amirul Mo'mineen (as) has said from upon the minbar
of Kufa: “There will be dark, blind and dim seditions awaiting you, from which no one will be saved
except the (nooma).”

People asked: “What is the (nooma)?”
He said: “It is one, who knows people but people do not know him.”

Then he added: “Know well that the world will not be empty of an authority (Hujjah) from Allah but Allah
will make His people not see His authority because of their injustice, oppression and excessiveness in
disobedience. If the world remains without an authority (from Allah) for an hour, it will sink with its
people. The authority knows people but they do not know him. It is like Prophet Joseph (as), who knew
people but they denied him. “Alas for (My) servants! There comes not to them a messenger but
they mock at him.2”3
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(8) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Ogda al-Kufi narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad ad-
Daynawari from Ali bin al-Hasan al-Kufi from Omayra bint Ouss from her grandfather al-Hussayn bin
Abdurrahman from his father from his grandfather Amr bin Sa’d that Amirul Mo'mineen Ali (as) one day

had said to Huthayfa bin al-Yaman:

“O Huthayfa, do not tell people of what they do not know (understand) lest they become unbelievers.
Some of knowledge is difficult and unbearable. Mountains will fail to bear it. Our knowledge (principles),
we Ahlul Bayt, will be denied and annulled, the narrators will be killed and whoever mentions something

of it, will be harmed offensively. All that is because of envy at the progeny of the Prophet’s guardian (as).
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O bin al-Yaman, the Prophet (S) has spit in my mouth, passed his hand over my chest and prayed Allah
to me by saying: “O Allah, give my caliph, my guardian, the payer of my debts, the executor of my
promises and deposits, my assistant and supporter against Your enemy and my enemy and the reliever
of my distresses the knowledge that You have given to Adam, the discernment that You have given to
Noah, the magnanimity and good offspring that You have given to Abraham, the patience before
calamities that You have given to Ayyoob (Job), the strength that You have given to David when

confronting heroes and the understanding that You have given to Solomon.
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O Allah, do not hide any thing of this life from Ali until You make it (life) as a small table before him. O
Allah, give him the endurance of Moses and make in his progeny a like of Jesus. O Allah, | pray You to
be the trustee after me for him and his pure progeny, whom You have kept uncleanness away from and
whom You have turned the influence of the Satan away from. O Allah, if Quraysh extorts his right and
prefers others to him, then make him as was Aaron to Moses when Moses left him alone.”
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Then he said to me: “O Ali, many great men of your descendants will be killed before the eyes of people
whereas the people will not try to do anything!! Fie on a nation looking at the progeny of its prophet
being killed unjustly without trying to change anything. The one, who has ordered of killing, the killer and
the one, who sees the killing without trying to change the situation all participate in committing the sin
and all are the same in being damned.
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O ibn al-Yaman, people of Quraysh will not be pleasant nor will their hearts be contented nor will their
tongues be able to pay homage to Ali except unwillingly and lowly. O ibn al-Yaman, Quraysh will pay
homage to Ali and then will break the homage, will fight him and will fabricate great lies against him.
Then after Ali al-Hasan comes and the same will be done to him then comes al-Husayn, who will be
killed by the nation of his grandfather. Damned is a nation that kills the son of its prophet’s daughter,
damned is the leader and damned is the planner of its offenders. By Him, in Whose hand the soul of Al
is, this umma, after killing my son al-Husayn, will remain in deviation, darkness, tyranny, oppression,
disagreement on the religion, changing what Allah has revealed in His Book, spreading heresies,
annulling the Sunna, disorder, personal analogies and leaving the clear laws of Allah until this umma

becomes detached from Islam and immerses in confusion and loitering.
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O Umayyads! May you be not guided! O Abbasids! May calamities afflict you! Everyone among the
Umayyads is unjust and everyone among the Abbasids is offensive, sinful and mutinous against Allah.
They will kill my descendants and trespass my honor. The people of this umma will remain arrogants
rushing madly upon the impermissible pleasures of this life and immersing in seas of destruction and in
valleys of bloods until my son (Imam al-Mahdi) disappears (by the will of Allah) from the sights of people
and the people become so confused whether he is lost, killed or is dead. Then sedition will come upon,
calamities befall, party spirit appears, people exaggerate in their religion and agree upon that the

authority (al-Hujjah) has been gone and the imamate has been annulled.
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In that year the pilgrims, whether the followers or the enemies of Ali, will go to hajj just to spy on the
existence of the guardian (al-Hujjah) and to seek any information about him but with no use nor will any
news be known about him. There will be no guardian and then the Shia of Ali will be abused by their
enemies and will be overcome by the evil and bad people with their protest until the umma becomes so
confused and begins to say that al-Hujjah has perished and the imamate has been annulled. By the god
of Ali, their authority (al-Hujjah) will remain over the umma walking in its roads, entering into its houses
and palaces, roving in the east and in the west, hearing the speech, greeting groups of people and
seeing without being seen until the promised time and determined appointment come and then comes
the call from the heaven: This is the day that brings forth joy to the descendants of Ali and to the Shia of
Ali.”4

This tradition has many evidences confirming the beliefs of the Shia. This saying of Imam Ali (as):
“...until my son (Imam al-Mahdi) disappears (by the will of Allah) from the sights of people” is a sufficient
evidence that confirms the disappearance of the last imam and confirms the thought of those, who

acknowledge this disappearance and believe in the disappeared imam.

Then Imam Ali (as) says: “...and the people become so confused whether he is lost, killed or is dead...
and agree upon that the authority (al-Hujjah) has been gone and the imamate has been annulled.” Does
this not comply with the opinion of most of the people now, who think that the belief of the Shia

concerning the disappearance is unreal and nonsense?

Then he says: “In that year the pilgrims will go to hajj just to spy on...” and they really have done so but

without any use.

And he says: “...and then the Shia of Ali will be abused by their enemies and will be overcome by the
evil and bad people with their protest”. He means that they protest against the Shia by saying: Where is
your imam? Can you show him to us? They abuse the Shia by ascribing contradiction, weakness and
ignorance to them for they say that their imam is existent but cannot be seen. The saying of Imam Ali
(as) confirms the truthfulness of the Shia and describes their opponents of being ignorant and opponents
to the truth. He swears by his god when saying: “By the god of Ali, their authority (al-Hujjah) will remain
over the umma walking in its roads, entering into its houses and palaces, roving in the east and in the

west, hearing the speech, greeting groups of people and seeing without being seen”.

Does this not refute any doubt about the subject? Does it not confirm the matter and confirm the

previous tradition saying: “Know well that the world will not be empty of an authority (Hujjah) from Allah



but Allah will make His people not see His authority because of their injustice, oppression and
excessiveness in disobedience”? Then he gives an example by mentioning Prophet Joseph (as). Imam
al-Mahdi (aj) is existent in substance and person but at his time he sees and he is not seen until-as
Amirul Mo'mineen (as) says: “the promised time and determined appointment” when the call comes from

the heaven: “This is the day that brings forth joy to the descendants of Ali and to the Shia of Ali.”
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(4) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad ad-Daynawari from Ali bin
al-Hasan al-Kufi from Omayra bint Ouss from her grandfather al-Hussayn bin Abdurrahman from
Abdullah bin Dhamra that Ka’bul Ahbar had said:

“On the Day of Resurrection the human beings will be resurrected in four categories; riders, walking
people, groveling people and deaf, dumb and blind people, who do not understand, are not spoken to
and not permitted to apologize. These are whom (the fire shall scorch their faces, and they therein shall

be in severe affliction).”
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It was said to him: “O Ka’b, who are these people, whose condition will be so?”

He said: “It is those, who have kept on deviation, apostasy and breaking the homage. Evil is that which
their souls have sent before for them when they will meet Allah with the sin of fighting the caliph and the
guardian of their prophet, their most aware jurisprudent, their most virtuous master, the bearer of the
banner, the guard of the pond, the hope and the hoped one out of all this world, the knowledge that is

never ignored, the straight path, from which whoever deviates will perish and fall in Fire. It is Ali, by the



god of Ka'b, who is the most aware of them, the senior in peace (Islam) and the most discerned of all of

them. | wonder at those, who prefer others to Ali.
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From among the descendants of Ali is al-Qa’im al-Mahdi, who will change the world into another one
and by whom Jesus Christ (as) will argue against the Christians of Rome and China. Al-Qa’im al-Mahdi
is the most similar one to Jesus Christ (as) in form, character, nobility and dignity. Allah will give him all
what He has given to the prophets and more than that and He will prefer him to the all. Al-Qa’im, the
descendant of Ali (as), will disappear like the disappearance of Prophet Joseph (as) and will reappear
like the reappearance of Jesus the son of Mary (as). He will reappear, after his disappearance, with the
appearance of the red star, the destruction of az-Zawra’ (ar-Riy),5 the sinking of al-Muzawarra
(Baghdad), the rising of as-Sufyani,6 the war of the progeny of al-Abbas7 against the people of Armenia
and Azerbaijan, in which thousands and thousands will be killed. Each one of the warriors will seize on
an adorned sword, over which black banners will flutter. It will be a war full of red death and terrible

plague.”8
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(5) The previous series of narrators narrated from al-Hussayn bin Abdurrahman from his father from his

grandfather Amr bin Sa’d that Amirul Mo'mineen (as) had said:

“The Day of Resurrection will not come until the eye of the world is gouged out and redness appears in
the sky, and this redness is the tears of the bearers of the Throne weeping for the people of the earth,
and until a bad gang appears propagandizing for my progeny whereas in fact they are free from my

progeny. It is a gang with no morals, prevailing over the evils, deceiving the tyrants and destroying the



kings (rulers). It is a gang that appears in Kufa headed by a black-faced and black-hearted man, who is
weak in faith, with no morals, hybrid, mean and rude. He is circulated among prostitute mothers from the
worst progenies. May Allah have no a bit of mercy upon them. They will appear in the same year, in

which my disappearing son with the red banner and the green flag will reappear.
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What a terrible day for the deviants between Anbar and Heet9 it will be! A day, on which a great
misfortune will occur to the Kurds and the (Kharijites), on which there will be the destruction of the house
(city) of the Pharaohs (tyrants), the abode of the arrogants, the shelter of the unjust rulers, the mother of
calamities and the sister of shame! O Amr bin Sa’d, by the god of Ali, it is Baghdad! May Allah damn the
mutineers of the Umayyads and the Abbasids; the traitors, who will kill my virtuous descendants, who
will never regard my sanctity when killing them and who will not fear Allah when doing anything to my
progeny. Woe unto the followers of the Abbasids from a war that will break out between Nahawand and
ad-Daynour. It will be the war of the paupers of Ali’s Shia headed by a man from Hamadan, 10 whose

name will be like the name of the Prophet (S).”11
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(6) Salama bin Muhammad narrated from Ali bin Dawood from Ahmad bin al-Hasan from Imran bin al-
Hajjaj from Abdurrahman bin Abu Najran from Muhammad bin Abu Omayr from Muhammad bin Iss’haq
from Ossayd bin Tha’laba that Umm Hani’ had asked Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Baqjr (as): “What

is the meaning of the Qur’anic verse, “But nay! | swear by the stars that recede?”12 He said:

“O Umm Hani’, it is an imam receding until his news will be ignored by people in the year two hundred
and sixty and then immediately he will appear like a burning meteor in a dark night. If you remain alive

until that time, then your eyes will be delighted!”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob from Ali bin Muhammad from Ja'far bin Muhammad
from Musa bin Ja'far al-Baghdadi from Wahab bin Shathan from al-Hasan bin Abur-Rabee’ al-
Hamadani from Muhammad bin Iss’haq from Ossayd bin Tha’laba from Umm Hani’. 13
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(7) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from some of his companions from Sa’d bin Abdullah from Ahmad
bin al-Hasan from Umar bin Yazeed from al-Hasan bin Abur-Rabee’ al-Hamadani from Muhammad bin
Iss’haq from Ossayd bin Tha'laba that Umm Hani’ had said: Once | met Abu Ja'far bin Muhammad al-
Bagqir (as) and asked him about (the meaning of) these verses, “But nay! | swear by the stars that

recede, that run their course (and) hide themselves.”14 He said:



“(The stars) that recede is an imam receding until his news is ignored by people in the year two hundred
and sixty then he appears like a burning meteor in the darkness of night. If you live till that time, then

your eyes will be delighted!”15
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(8) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ahmad bin Mabindath from Muhammad bin Malik from
Muhammad bin Sinan from al-Kabhili that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiqg (as) had said:

“O people, interconnect and be pious and kind to each other! By Him, Who has split the seed and

created man, that a time will come to you that none of you will find a place for his dinar and dirham.” 16
Al-Kahili asked him: “And when will that be?”

He said: “When you miss your imam and you remain so for a time until he appears to you like the sun
while you are so desperate. Beware to doubt and suspect. Drive doubts away from yourselves. | have

warned you, so be careful! | pray Allah to guide you and to make you succeed.”17
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(9) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah bin Younus narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah az-Zuhri
from Ahmad bin Ali al-Himyari from al-Hasan bin Ayyoob from Abdul-Kareem bin Amr al-Khath’ami
from Muhammad bin Issam that al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar had said: Once | was with Abu Abdullah as-

Sadig (as) in his meeting and there were others. He said to us:
“Beware of allusion!” He meant with the name of al-Qa’im.
| noticed that he had intended other than me. He said to me:

“O Abu Abdullah, beware of allusion! By Allah, he (al-Qa’im) will be hidden (by the will of Allah) for a
period of time and he will be ignored until it will be said that he has died or perished or (it is unknown
that) which valley he has followed. The believers will weep bitterly for him. There will be turning-over as
a ship among the waves of the sea until no one will be saved except those, who has promised Allah
sincerely, whom Allah has assisted with a mercy of Him and in whose hearts Allah has fixed faith.
Twelve suspicious banners will be raised, none of which will be distinguished from the other.”

(Al-Mufadhdhal said) | began to cry. He said to me: “What for are you crying?”

| said: “May | die for you! How do | not cry whereas you say that twelve suspicious banners will be
raised that none of them will be distinguished from the other?”

He looked at an aperture in the house, from which the sun shined into the place of his meeting, and said:

“Is this the sun that is shining?”



| said: “Yes, it is.”

He said: “By Allah, our matter (the imamate of al-Mahdi) is brighter than the sun.”18
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(10) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik and Abdullah bin Ja'far al-
Himyari from Muhammad bin al-Husayn bin Abul-Khattab, Muhammad bin Eessa and Abdullah bin
Aamir al-Qasabani from Abdurrahman bin Abu Najran from Muhammad bin Musawir that al-Mufadhdhal

bin Umar al-Ju’fi had said: | heard the sheikh-he meant Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) - saying:

“Beware of allusion! By Allah he (Imam al-Mahdi) will be hidden (by the will of Allah) for a period of time
and he will be ignored until it will be said that he has died, perished or be lost in an unknown valley. The
eyes of the believers will shed a lot of tears for him. Turning over will occur as a ship in a rough sea. No
one will be saved except those, whom Allah has promised, fixed faith in their hearts and assisted with
His mercy. Twelve suspicious banners will be raised, none of which will be distinguished from each

other.”
| began to cry and then | asked him: “What will we do then?”

He looked at a ray of the sun shining into the shed and said to me: “O Abu Abdullah (al-Mufadhdhal), do



you see this sun?”
| said: “Yes, | do.”
He said: “By Allah, our matter is clearer than this sun.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Muhammad bin Yahya from Ahmad
bin Muhammad from Abdul-Kareem from Abdurrahman bin Abu Najran from Muhammad bin al-Musawir
from al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar.19

Imam Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) intended by his saying to refer to the serious troubles that the Shia
would face such as the terrible deviating seditions, the invalid and confused doctrines, the suspicious
banners pretending to have inherited the imamate from the progeny of Ali bin Abu Talib (as) and the

many mutinous people, who looked forward to the rule and leadership in every age.

Whoever tries to deprive Ahlul Bayt of their rights-and how many they are-will perish no doubt and just
a few, who have believed in the infallible imams and whom Allah has fixed faith in their hearts and

assisted with His mercy, will be saved from that rough sea of seditions.

Definitely Allah will fix the true believers on the straight path of His guardians in spite of the seditions, the
different doctrines, the contradicted opinions and the betraying of the apostates, who have deviated from
the right path of the divine imamate and will reward them with the best of His favors by joining them to
His honored guardians.
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(11) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni narrated from Ali bin Muhammad from al-Hasan bin Eessa bin
Muhammad bin Ali bin Ja'far from his father from his grandfather from Ali bin Ja'far that his brother Imam
Musa bin Ja'far (al-Kadhim) (as) had said:



“If the fifth one of the descendants of the seventh20 one is missed then you are to keep fast to your
religion and let nothing turn you aside from it because the executor (al-Qa'im) of this task (reviving the
religion) must disappear until many of those, who have believed in him, will apostate. It will be a test, by
which Allah will try His people. If your fathers and grandfathers had found a religion better than this, they

would have followed it.”
| said: “O my master, who is the fifth of the seventh’s descendants?”

He said: “O my son, your minds are smaller than to perceive this matter and your patience is weaker

than to bear it. If you live until then, you will know who he is.”21
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(12) Abu Sulayman Ahmad bin Hawtha al-Babhili narrated from Ibraheem bin Iss’haq an-Nahawandi from
Abdullah bin Hammad al-Ansari from Abul-Jarood that Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as) had said to him:

“O Abul-Jarood, if the orbit turns and people say that he (al-Mahdi) has died, perished or followed an
unknown valley and the opponents say that how he will be back whereas his bones have been perished,
then you are to expect him and if you hear of his appearance, you are to join him even if crawling on the
ice.”22
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(13) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Hameed bin Ziyad from al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin
Suma’a from Ahmad bin al-Hasan al-Maythami from Za’ida bin Qudama from some of his companions
that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“When al-Qa’im reappears, people will say: How can that be whereas his bones have been
perished?”23
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(14) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah bin Younus narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah az-Zuhri
from Ahmad bin Ali al-Himyari from al-Hasan bin Ayyoob from Abdul Kareem bin Amr from Muhammad

bin al-Fudhayl that Hammad bin Abdul Kareem al-Jallab had said: Once al-Qa’im (as) was mentioned

before Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as). He said:

“If he appears people will say: How can that be whereas his bones have been perished since so and

s0?724
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(15) Ali bin Ahmad al-Bandaneeji narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi al-Abbasi from Musa bin
Sallam from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Abu Nasr from Abdurrahman from al-Khashshab from Abu

Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) from his fathers (as) that the Prophet (S) had said:

“The example of my family is like the stars of the sky. Whenever a star sets another shines until a
certain star shines and you glance at it and point at it with your fingers then the Angel of Death comes to
take it (him) with him. After that you remain a period of time. The progeny of Abdul Muttalib25 become
the same in this regard26 and none will be distinguished from the other then your star will reappear.

Praise Allah and accept it!"27
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(16) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik and Abdullah bin Ja'far al-
Himyari from Muhammad bin al-Husayn bin Abul-Khattab, Muhammad bin Eessa and Abdullah bin
Aamir al-Qasabani from Abdurrahman bin Abu Najran from al-Khashshab from Ma’roof bin Kharrabooth
from Abu Ja'far al-Bagqir (as) that the Prophet (S) had said:

“The example of my family among this umma is like the stars of the sky. Whenever a star sets another
shines until when you stretch your eyebrows towards (a shining star) and point with your fingers at it, the
Angel of Death comes to take it with him. Then you remain a period of time unknowing which one it is
and so the progeny of Abdul Muttalib become the same in this regard. While you are so, Allah will make

your star shine again. Then you are to praise Allah and to accept your star.”28

17 Z o o oo olin e el e il o paalal on e o 1l <IN gy o dane lias
Jlﬁﬁfﬁg@i&dﬁﬂ&ldjﬂz

oSie dlll iz (Sialony ilag (Saslialy 1,80 15 in pai b pad ole LS telaall o 52 opmi e
oo Tsaaali (Sand ol B3l (sl oy (6 Caym o ls ullaall sge sy o sials (S,

(17) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni narrated from Ali bin Ibraheem bin Hashim from his father from

Hannan bin Sadeer from Ma’roof bin Kharrabooth that Abu Ja'far al-Bagir had said:

“We are like the stars of the sky. Whenever a star sets another shines until when you point with your
fingers at a shining star and turn your eyebrows towards it, Allah takes your star away from you. Then
the progeny of Abdul Muttalib become the same that no one is distinguished from the other. If your star

reappears, then praise your God!”29
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(18) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya from Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-Razi from
Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi from Eessa bin Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Umar bin Ali bin Abu Talib from



his father from his grandfather that his father Amirul Mo'mineen Ali bin Abu Talib (as) had said:

“The master of this matter (deliverance) will be from my progeny. It is he, about whom it will be said: Has
he died or perished? Or which valley has he followed?”30
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(19) Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi narrated from Younus bin Ya'qoob that al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar had
said: “| asked Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as): “What will the sign of al-Qa’im be?” He said:

“When the orbit will turn and it will be said: Has he died, perished or which valley has he followed?”
| said: “May | die for you! Then what will happen?”

He said: “He will appear with the sword.”31

20 — weal ge cielow o dane o guuadl Wiaa 1 3sSI 05 o apan lias :Jl aloa o dane lias
Js (il adll e o wie (S5 2 o S ae e dalad g 80l e« aigall uaall o

Sellus ols 5T 8 cella sf Sole Uy im SN iy (s oll3 oSy il

Sellall 5t Loy sulss

JOLITE S0 P syaal s L.

(20) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Hameed bin Ziyad al-Kufi from al-Hasan bin Muhammad

bin Suma’a from Ahmad bin al-Hasan al-Maythami from Za’ida bin Qudama that Abdul Kareem had



said: Once al-Qa’im was mentioned before Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as). He said:

“How will that be and yet the orbit has not turned nor has it been said: Has he died, perished or which
valley has he followed?”

| (Abdul Kareem) asked him: “What is the turning of the orbit?”
He said: “It is the disagreement of the Shia among themselves.”32

These traditions refer to the conditions of the different groups that are ascribed to Shiism. They have
deviated from the real Shia, who believe in the imamate of the twelfth imam Muhammad bin al-Hasan
bin Ali al-Mahdi (aj).

The Sunni say when talking about the expected imam: Where is he? How can his disappearance and
reappearance be? Until when will he disappear? How long will he live and eighty33 years have passed
since he has disappeared till now? Some of them say that he is dead. Others deny his being born and
deny his existence at all. They scorn those, who believe in him. Some think that the period is too long

and that Allah is unable to make His guardian live so long in concealment and then reappear again!

We have seen many people of our time outliving for more than a hundred years. They have been sane
and healthy until the last moment of their lives. Then how do thy deny the ability of Allah to make His
authority outlive for more than that and to make that as one of His great signs among His people? Have
they not read the story of Moses (as) mentioned in the Qur'an?

When Moses (as) was born, a great number of women and children were killed in order to prevent the
will of Allah from being realized but in spite of all what the Pharaoh had done; Allah had carried out His
will. The great sign of Allah was that the Pharaoh, who had killed the great number of women and
children in order to perish the chance of bringing life to the expected prophet, himself had brought Moses
up and in his own palace since being a baby until becoming a young man. “Such has been the course of
Allah that has indeed run before, and you shall not find a change in Allah's course.”34

O people of understanding, learn a lesson and you, the Shia, keep to what Allah has guided you to and

praise Him for the great favor He has distinguished you with.

Other Traditions
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(1) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from al-Qassim bin Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Hazim
from Obayss bin Hisham an-Nashiri from Abdullah bin Jibilla from Fudhayl as-Sa’igh from Muhammad
bin Muslim ath-Thaqafi that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“If people miss the imam, they will stay many years unknowing which one he is and then Allah will make
him appear to them.”35
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(2) Abdullah bin Jibilla narrated from Ali bin al-Harith bin al-Mugheera that his father had said: | asked

Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as): “Will there be a time, in which the Muslims will not know who their imam
is?”

He said: “It is said so.”
| said: “what will we do then?”

He said: “If that occurs, then keep to the previous one until the next one becomes clear to you.”36
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(3) Abdullah bin Jibilla narrated from Muhammad bin Mansoor as-Sayqal from his father that Abu
Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“If you spend a day and a night without finding an imam of Muhammad’s progeny, then still love whom
you have loved before, hate whom you have hated before, follow whom you have followed and wait for



the deliverance day and night.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Muhammad bin Yahya from Ahmad
bin Muhammad from ibn Fadhdhal from al-Hasan bin Ali al-Attar from Ja'far bin Muhammad from
Mansoor from someone from Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as).37
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(4) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Abdullah bin Ja'far al-Himyari from bin Eessa and al-
Husayn bin Dhareef from Hammad bin Eessa that Abdullah bin Sinan had said: My father and | went to
Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as). He said:

“What will you do if you become in a time that you do not find an imam of guidance nor any banner and
then no one will be saved from that confusion except one, who will pray Allah with the prayer of
drowner?”

My father said: “By Allah, this is a great calamity. May | die for you! What will we do then?”

He said: “If that occurs—and you will not attain it-then keep to that you have had until the matter
becomes clear.”38

5 - wuli i J Wl s of e s uatll 5puiall r &l e sk o prually puse o1 dane g ey
Selld e eni 2ySs (Gl a8sy Se¥ ia ualis Gl 55 U]

o< o in dele i il J¥ 5e¥U 1 sSnes .

(5) Muhammad bin Eessa and al-Hasan bin Ddhareef narrated that al-Harith bin al-Mugheera an-Nasri



had said: | said to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as): “We have tradition saying that the imam will be missed

in some period of time. What will we do then?”

He said: “Keep to the previous one that you have kept to until the matter becomes clear.”39
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(6) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from some narrators that Abban bin Taghlub had said: Abu

Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said:

“A time will come to people, in which knowledge will be bound as a snake bound in its hole. While they

are in such a condition, a star will shine to them.”
| said: “What do we do during that time?”

He said: “Keep to what you have kept to until Allah makes your star shine to you.”40
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(7) Abban bin Taghlub narrated that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“What will you do if a time comes to you between the two mosques,41 at which knowledge will be bound
as a snake bound in its hole and the Shia will disagree among themselves, will call each other as liars
and will spit at the face of each other?”

Abban said: “What goodness will be in that?”

He said: “All the goodness will be in that.” He said it three times and he meant that deliverance would be

near.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from some of his companions from
Ahmad bin Muhammad from al-Hasan bin Ali al-Washsha’ from Ali bin al-Husayn from Abban bin
Taghlub from Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as).42
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(8) Ahmad bin Hawtha al-Bahili narrated from Ibraheem bin Iss’hag an-Nahawandi from Abdullah bin
Hammad al-Ansari from Abban bin Taghlub that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:



“O Abban, a period of time will come to people, at which knowledge will be bound between the two

2

mosques as a snake bound in its hole. As they are in such a condition, their star will shine to them.’
Abban said: “May | die for you! What will we do and what will happen then?”

He said: “Keep to what you have kept to until Allah brings the master (of the matter).”43

These traditions confirm the truth of the disappearance (of Imam al-Mahdi) and of the limitation of
knowledge, which refers to the authority. Throughout these traditions, the infallible imams have ordered
the Shia to keep on what they have believed in and to wait for that they have been promised of. They

are excused when not seeing their authority and imam during the period of the disappearance.

The ignorant, who are not aware of what the infallible imams have said through their traditions about the
disappearance of al-Qa'’im (as), ask to be led to the person and the place of al-Qa’im (as). They ask to
see him with their eyes and they deny his disappearance because they are far away from knowledge
and jurisprudence. They deny the sayings of the infallible imams whereas they have been ordered to
obey Allah, His messenger and His guardians and have been warned of disobeying them. Allah has
said:
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“...Therefore let those beware who go against his order lest a trial afflict them or there befall them
a painful chastisement.”44
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“O you who believe! obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from among
you.”45
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“And obey Allah and obey the messenger and be cautious; but if you turn back, then know that
only a clear deliverance of the message is (incumbent) on Our messenger. ”46

In the fourth tradition it was said “...that you do not find an imam of guidance nor any banner”. This
referred to what had really happened and confirmed the matter of the deputies, who had been between
the imam and his Shia but their job stopped after some time. The deputy between the imam, during his



disappearance, and the Shia was like the banner. When people were afflicted with the ordeal, the
banners disappeared and would not reappear until the expected imam would reappear. Also the
confusion that the infallible imams had told of occurred. The second disappearance of al-Qa’im (as) also

took place. It will be discussed in a next chapter.

Other Traditions
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(1) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from some of his companions from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin
Khalid from his father from someone from al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had
said:

“This group (the Shia) will be closer to Allah and Allah will be more pleasant with them when they miss
the authority of Allah by being hidden from them whereas they are certain that the authority of Allah and
His promise will not be annulled. Then you are to wait for the deliverance day and night. The bitterest
wrath of Allah upon His enemies will be when they miss the authority of Allah forever. Allah knows that
the true believers will not doubt; otherwise He will never hide His authority for a while. That will not be

except with the evil people.”47
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(2) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni narrated from Ali bin Ibraheem bin Hashim from his father from



Muhammad bin Khalid from someone from al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar, also narrated by Muhammad bin
Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Muhammad bin Yahya from Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Eessa from his father

from some of his companions from al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“People will be closer to Allah and He will be more pleasant with them when they miss His authority and
he (the authority) does not appear to them nor they know his place although they know that the authority
of Allah will never be annulled. Then you wait for the deliverance day and night because the bitterest
wrath of Allah will be upon His enemies when they miss His authority forever. Allah has known that His
true believers will never doubt; otherwise He will never hide His authority from them for a while. That will

not be except with the evilest people.”48

Imam Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) has praised his followers by saying that Allah will be more pleasant
with them when they will miss the authority by being hidden from them and in spite of that they know well
that the authority of Allah will never be annulled. He has described his followers by saying that they will
never doubt because if Allah knows that they will doubt, He will never hide His authority from them for a

while.

Praise be to Allah, Who has made us from among those, who do not doubt, suspect or deviate from the
straight way into the way leading to blindness and perishment!

Jsts A1 sian G camanw 1l uliSIl oy 50

iyl 3 o pel d all elay el s 2ol ol gy oo b 448 5¥T Tia ualia ().

(38) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Muhammad bin al-Mufadhdhal, Sa’dan bin Iss’haq
bin Sa'eed, Ahmad bin al-Husayn and Muhammad bin Ahmad bin al-Hasan al-Qatawani all from al-
Hasan bin Mahboob from Hisham bin Salim al-Jawaleeqi that Yazeed al-Kinasi had heard Abu Ja'far al-

Bagqir (as) saying:

“The master of this matter (al-Qa’im) has a likeness to Prophet Joseph and his mother is a black

bondmaid.49 Allah will make him succeed within a night.”50
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(4) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi from Ahmad bin al-Husayn from Ahmad
bin Hilal from Abdurrahman bin Abu Najran from Fudhala bin Ayyoob that Sadeer as-Sayrafi had said: |
heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) saying:

“The master of this matter has a likeness to Prophet Joseph (as).”
| said: “As if you want to tell us about a disappearance or confusion!”

He said: “Why do this damned people, who are like the pigs, deny this matter (the disappearance of
imam al-Mahdi)? The brothers of Prophet Joseph (as) were skilled, intelligent and sons of prophets.
When they came to him, they talked and dealt with him and although they were his brothers they could

not know him until he himself told them that he was their brother Joseph.
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Then why do this umma deny that Allah may want to hide His authority from people for a certain time?
Prophet Joseph (as) was the king of Egypt and there was between him and his father a distance of
eighteen days-travel. If he wanted to inform his father of his place, he could do that. By Allah, Jacob (as)
and his sons, after having heard the news of Joseph, traveled from their village to Egypt within nine
days. So why do this umma deny that Allah may do for his authority (al-Mahdi) as He has done for
Prophet Joseph (as)?
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Perhaps the master of this matter (al-Qa'im), who has been wronged and whose right has been denied,



goes and comes among people frequently, walks in their markets and sits on their mats but they do not
know him until the will of Allah permits him to introduce himself to them as Allah has permitted Prophet
Joseph (as) to introduce himself to his brothers by saying: (They said: Are you indeed Yousuf? He
said: | am Yousuf).51

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Ali bin Ibraheem bin Hashim from
Muhammad bin al-Husayn from ibn Abu Najran from Fudhala bin Ayyoob from Sadeer as-Sayrafi from
Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as).52
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(5) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa from Abdullah bin Jibilla from al-Hasan bin Abu
Hamza that Abu Baseer had said: | heard Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as) saying:

“The master of this matter has aspects like those that four of the prophets have had; an aspect of
Moses, one of Jesus Christ, one of Joseph and one of Muhammad (peace be upon them).”

| said: “Which aspect of Moses (as)?”

He said: “Afraid and lying in wait.”

| said: “Which one of Jesus Christ (as)?”

He said: “It will be said about him (Imam al-Mahdi) as that has been said about Jesus Christ (as).”
| said: “Which of Joseph?”

He said: “Prison and disappearance.”

| said: “Which of Muhammad (as)?”

He said: “If he (Imam al-Mahdi) appears, he will imitate his grandfather Muhammad (as) but he will
unsheathe his sword for eight months, during which there will be commotion, until Allah becomes

pleased.”
| said: “How will it be known that Allah becomes pleased?”
He said: “Allah will put mercy into his (the imam’s) heart.”53

Look, O you people of understanding, attentively at these sayings of Imam al-Bagqir (as) and Imam as-
Sadiqg (as) concerning the disappearance of Imam al-Mahdi and the aspects of the prophets he has and
that Allah will make him succeed and prevail within a night. Definitely he will remove all the heresies
created by the heretics, whom Allah has not let taste the sweetness of faith and knowledge. Then the
little group, whom Allah has favored with faith and belief in the imamate and let not deviate as much
many groups have deviated and followed the Satan wherever he goes; left or right, is to thank and
praise Allah for this great blessing in not being among those, whom the Satan has made hate faith and
truth and like deviation. Let this little group be so grateful to Allah for making them obey His guardians,
whom He has ordered to be obeyed. Allah says when talking about Iblis:
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“He (Iblis) said: Then by Thy Might I will surely make them live an evil life, all except Thy servants
from among them, the purified ones. 54
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“And most certainly | will lead them astray and excite in them vain desires. 55
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‘1 will certainly lie in wait for them in Thy straight path. ’56

Imam Ali says (as) in one of his speeches:
ored! Goleall diguy aay oaaanf dils e al daall Uly ceituall bleall Gls (el atll Joa G,
“l am the firm ‘rope’ of Allah. | am the straight path. | am the authority of Allah over His people after His

messenger Muhammad (as)...”

Then Allah says when talking about Iblis:

E
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“And certainly the Satan found true his conjecture concerning them, so they follow him, except a
party of the believers.”57

Be awake from the doze of advertence and fancy. Do not let what the infallible imams (as) have said go
in vain! Care for it with attentive hearts and reflecting minds! Be guided that Allah may keep the Satan

away from you in order not to be among his (Satan’s) submissive followers where Allah says:
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“Surely, as regards My servants, you have no authority over them except those who follow you of
the deviators. ’58
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(6) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Abbad bin Ya'qoob
from Yahya bin Ya’la that Zurara had said: | heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) saying:

“Al-Qa’im (as) will disappear before his rising.”

| asked: “Why?”

He said: “He fears (people) although he is the expected one. O Zurara, his birth is suspected. Some say
that his father has died without leaving offspring, some say that he has disappeared and others say that
he has born some years before his father’s death. He is the expected imam but Allah will try the hearts

of the Shia and then might those have doubted, who follow falsehood.”
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| said: “May | die for you! If | live until that time, what shall | do then?”

He said: “O Zurarra, when you live until then, pray with this prayer: (O Allah, let me know You because if
You do not let me know You, | can never know Your prophet. O Allah, let me know Your prophet



because if You do not let me know Your prophet, | can never know Your authority. O Allah, let me know

Your authority because if You do not let me know Your authority, | shall deviate from my religion.”
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Then he said: “O Zurara, a young boy will be killed in Medina then.”

| said: “Is he not the one, who will be killed by the army of as-Sufyani?”

He said: “No, but he will be killed by the army of bani59 so and so. This army will enter into Medina and
people will not know why the army has come. Then the young boy will be taken and killed unjustly and
offensively. When the boy is killed, Allah will not respite them and then the deliverance will be expected

soon.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Ali bin Ibraheem bin Hashim from
al-Hasan bin Musa al-Khashshab from Abdullah bin Musa from Abdullah bin Bukayr from Zurara from
Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as).

Also it was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob from al-Husayn bin Ahmad from Ahmad bin Hilal from

Uthman bin Eessa from Khalid bin Nujayh from Zurara from Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as).60
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(7) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated that Abdullah bin Atta’ al-Mekki had said: | said to Abu Ja'far al-
Bagqir (as): “Your Shia in Iraq are so many and there is no one like you from among your family. Why do

you not rise?” He said:

“O Abdullah bin Atta’, you have given your ears to the fools. By Allah, | am not your man (the one, whom
you think to be al-Qa’im).”

| said: “Then who is he?”

He said: “See whose birth will be vague to people, it will be him. No one of us, who is pointed at with
fingers or circulated by tongues, unless he will be killed or will die.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from al-Husayn bin Muhammad and
others from Ja'far bin Muhammad from Ali bin al-Abbas bin Aamir from Musa bin Hilal al-Kindi from
Abdullah bin Atta’ al-Mekki from Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as).61
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(8) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi from Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Qalanisi
from Ali bin al-Hasan from al-Abbas bin Aamir from Musa bin Hilal that Abdullah bin Atta’ al-Mekki had
said:

“I came from Wassit62 to perform the hajj. | visited Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali (al-Bagir) (as). He
asked me about the people and the markets there. | said: the people have looked forward to you. If you

rise, a great number of people will follow you.”
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He said: “O bin Atta’, you have spread your ears to the fools. By Allah, | am not your man. None of us,
who is pointed at with fingers or towards whom eyebrows are stretched, unless he is killed or he dies

because of anger until Allah will send one, whose birth will be vague.”
| said: “And who is he, whose birth will be vague?”

He said: “See who that people do not know whether he is born or not. That will be your man.”63
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(9) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from some of his companions from Sa’d bin Abdullah that Ayyoob
bin Noah had said: “| said to Abul Hasan ar-Redha64 (as):

“We hope that you are the man of the matter and that Allah may pave the way to you peacefully and
without fighting. Homage has been paid to you and money is coined with your name.”

He said: “None of us that letters has been sent to, has been pointed at with fingers, has been asked
about religious matters and monies (legal religious rights) have been sent to, unless he is killed or he
dies in his bed until Allah will send for this matter a boy from our progeny, whose birth and early life will

be unknown but his lineage will be not unknown.”65
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(10) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Abbad bin Ya'qoob
from Yahya bin Ya’la from Abu Maryam al-Ansari that Abdullah bin Atta’ had said: | said to Abu Ja'far
al-Bagir (as): “Would you tell me about al-Qa’'im?” He said:

“By Allah, it is not me and it is not one, whom you stretch your necks towards. It is the one, whose birth

will be unknown.”
| said: “What will he do?”
He said: “He will do as the Prophet (S) has done. He will annul all heresies that have been established

before him and he will establish new principles.”66
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(11) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Abdullah bin Ja'far al-Himyari from Muhammad bin Eessa
from Salih bin Muhammad from Yaman at-Tammar that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“The man of this matter will disappear for a period of time, during which one, who still keeps to his
religion, is like one, who lathes thorns of al-Qatadé67 with his bare hand. Which of you can grasp at the

thorns of al-Qatad?”

Then he pondered for a while and said: “The man of this matter will disappear for a time so people are



to fear Allah and to keep to their faith.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Muhammad bin Yahya and al-
Hasan bin Muhammad from Ja'far bin Muhammad al-Kufi from al-Hasan bin Muhammad as-Sayrafi
from Salih bin Khalid from Yaman at-Tammar.68

Who is this one, who will disappear, but the expected Imam? Who is this one, whose birth and early life
most of people will doubt? Who is this one, whom people will be indifferent to and will not believe in his
rising nor in his existence even? It is he, whom the infallibles imam (as) have mentioned and described
his loyal believers during his disappearance as ones, who grasp at the thorns of al-Qatad with bare
hands. It is this little sincere group that is distinguished from the great masses of people, whose fancies
have taken them too far away and whose hearts have become too narrow to bear the truth and its
bitterness. They find themselves unable to believe in the existence of the Imam while his person is
absent and his disappearance has lasted long. Only the little group has believed and kept on believing in

the expected Imam (as) following, by that, the saying of Amirul Mo'mineen (as):
Sy oo A8) gagll Basbs (8 1 sibin giwi ¥,

“Do not feel desolate in the way of guidance when its followers are very few!”

Al-Qa’'im Disappears Twice
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(1) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Oqda narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan at-Taymali from Umar
bin Uthman from al-Hasan bin Mahboob from Iss’haq bin Ammar as-Sayrafi that Abu Abdullah Ja'far bin

Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“Al-Qa’im disappears twice; one is a short disappearance and the other is long. In the first
disappearance some of his close Shia knows his place and in the other one no one knows his place
except the guardians of his religion.”69
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(2) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya from Muhammad bin al-Husayn from
al-Hasan bin Mahboob from Iss’hag bin Ammar that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“Al-Qa'im disappears twice; one is a short disappearance and the other is long. In the first
disappearance some of his close Shia knows his place and in the other one no one knows his place

except his guardians of his religion.”70
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(3) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan from Abdurrahman bin Abu Najran
from Ali bin Mahziyar from Hammad bin Eessa from Ibraheem bin Umar al-Yamani that Abu Ja’far al-

Bagqir (as) had said:
“The man of this matter disappears twice.”
Also he had said: “Al-Qa'im will rise and he has never paid any homage to anyone on the earth.”71
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(4) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya from Ahmad bin Muhammad from al-
Husayn bin Sa'eed from ibn Abu Omayr from Hisham bin Salim that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had
said:

“Al-Qa'im will rise and he has never paid any homage to anyone nor has he had a covenant or a bond

with anyone.”72
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(5) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from al-Qassim bin Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Hazim
from Obayss bin Hisham from Abdullah bin Jibilla from Ibraheem bin al-Mustaneer from al-Mufadhdhal
bin Umar al-Ju’fi that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“The man of this matter disappears twice. The first one lasts long until some people say that he has
died, some say that he has been killed and others say that he has gone. None of his companions will
still believe in him except a very few people. No one knows his place except the guardian, who manages

his affairs.”73
If there is no any other tradition narrated about the disappearance except this one, it will be sufficient for

whoever ponders on it.
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(6) Abdullah bin Jibilla narrated from Salama bin Janah that Hazim bin Habeeb had said: | came to Abu
Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) and said to him: “My parents died without performing the hajj. Allah has granted

to me good livelihood. May | offer the hajj on behalf of them?”
He said: “Yes, you may because that will benefit them.”

Then he said to me: “O Hazim, the man of this matter disappears twice and he reappears after the

second disappearance. Do not believe whoever comes to you saying that he (al-Qa'im) has died.”

Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah az-Zuhri from Ahmad bin Ali



al-Himyari from al-Hasan bin Ayyoob from Abdul Kareem bin Amr from Abu Haneefa as-Sayiq that
Hazim bin Habeeb had said: “I said to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as):

“My father, who was a foreigner man, died and | wanted to offer the hajj and give charities in favor of
him. What do you say about it?”

He said to me: “Do that because he will be rewarded by it.”

Then he said: “O Hazim, the man of this matter will disappear twice....” He mentioned the rest of the
tradition as the one above.74
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(7) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed bin Ogda narrated from Muhammad bin al-Mufadhdhal bin
Ibraheem bin Qayss, Sa’dan bin Iss’haq bin Sa'eed, Ahmad bin al-Husayn bin Abdul Melik and
Muhammad bin Ahmad bin al-Husayn al-Qatawani all from al-Hasan bin Mahboob from Ibraheem bin
Ziyad al-Kharigi that Abu Baseer had said: | said to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) that Abu Ja'far al-Bagir

(as) often said:
“Al-Qa'im of Muhammad'’s progeny will disappear twice; one will be longer than the other.”

He said: “Yes, but that will not be until the army of the tribe of so and so disagrees, life becomes so
difficult, as-Sufyani rises, distresses and calamities increase and death and killing spread among people
until they resort to the sanctum of Allah (the Kaaba) and the sanctum of the Prophet (S) (the Prophet’s
mosque).”75
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(8) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah from Ahmad bin Ali al-
Himyari from al-Hasan bin Ayyoob from Abdul Kareem bin Amr from al-Ala’ bin Razeen from

Muhammad bin Muslim ath-Thagafi that Abu Ja'far al-Baqjir (as) had said:

“Al-Qa'im disappears twice. In one of them it will be said: He has perished or it is unknown which valley
he has followed.”76

9_C).!L;LLQLcgéﬂiglcc)gw[&(w)dl&mf\gﬁoémMA:JUQMC){M
Justs !l aie Ul a1 jae o1 Jumdall s GaiS o cpansll aie e oluas

Al oty 5T & cella :Jlay a3 dal ) laalaa] & wa s orine 5ol 1ia cualial ).

selld oK 153) e S rels

alie Lpsd s il pilaall elli e 5 51Tuls ;:u el ol 1.

(9) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya and Ahmad bin Idreess from al-Hasan
bin Ali al-Kufi from Ali bin Hassaan from Abdurrahman bin Katheer that al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar had
said: | heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) saying:

“The man of this matter disappears twice. After one of his disappearances, he comes back to his family

and in the other one it is said that he has perished or (it is unknown that) which valley he has followed.”
| said: “If that takes place, then what will we do?”

He said: “If someone pretends that (he is al-Qa'im), you are to ask him about the great matters, which

no one will answer except him (al-Qa'im).”77

These traditions mention that al-Qa'im (as) disappears twice. Allah has confirmed the sayings of the

infallible imams (as).

The first disappearance was the one, during which the deputies between Imam al-Mahdi (aj) and the
people were apparent in persons and positions. By them the obscure matters of knowledge and vague
judgments were cleared. The answers to all questions and problems, which were asked about, were
given by these deputies. This was the short disappearance, whose period had elapsed.



In the second disappearance there were no deputies or mediators. It was the will of Allah to try His

people and to sift them after letting confusion spread among them. Allah said:
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“On no account will Allah leave the believers in the condition which you are in until He separates
the evil from the good; nor is Allah going to make you acquainted with the unseen.”78

The second disappearance has taken place. We pray Allah to make us from among those, who keep to
the truth and not among those, who slip away after the sifting of seditions. It is this that has been meant

by “two disappearances” or “disappears twice”.
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(10) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from al-Qassim bin Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin
Hazim from Obayss bin Hisham from Abdullah bin Jibilla from Ahmad bin al-Harith from al-Mufadhdhal
bin Umar that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“The man of this matter will recite in one of his (two) disappearances, “So I fled from you when |

feared you, then my Lord granted me wisdom and made me of the messengers. 79”80
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(11) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from al-Hasan bin
Muhammad bin Suma’a from Ahmad bin al-Harith al-Anmati from al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar that Abu
Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“When al-Qa'im (as) rises, he will recite this Qur’anic verse, “So I fled from you when [ feared you.”81
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(12) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah bin Younus narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah from Ahmad
bin Ali al-Himyari from al-Hasan bin Ayyoob from Abdul Kareem bin Amr al-Khath’ami from Ahmad bin
al-Harith from Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) that Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagjir (as) had said:

“When al-Qa'im (as) rises, he will recite, “So I fled from you when I feared you, then my Lord

granted me wisdom and made me of the messengers. 82
These traditions confirm the traditions saying: “...he has an aspect of Prophet Moses...he is afraid and

lying in wait.”
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(13) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from al-Hasan bin
Muhammad as-Sayrafi from Yahya bin al-Muthanna al-Attar from Abdullah bin Bukayr from Obayd bin
Zurara that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“People will miss an imam. He attends the seasons (of hajj). He sees the people but they do not see
him.”83
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(14) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya from Ja'far bin Muhammad from
Iss’hag bin Muhammad from Yahya bin al-Muthanna from Abdullah bin Bukayr that Obayd bin Zurara
had heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) saying:

“People will miss their imam. He attends the seasons of hajj. He sees the people but they do not see

him.”84

15 _ oo cgomeall e o aaal lina 1 J6 Uy o dane o vead lina (Jl all sye o anlsll e liaa
ot lll wie Ul conan 16 85103 oo o giiedl o s 5Ss ol oo csee o Sl e e cuall

i Ys ool 5 gl sall sy csa ol 5500 Y a1 s cloalaa] (& aa oine (Sl o).

(15) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah from Ahmad bin Ali al-
Himyari from al-Hasan from Abdul Kareem bin Amr from ibn Bukayr and Yahya bin al-Muthanna that
Zurara had heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) saying:

“Al-Qa'im (as) disappears twice. He comes back after one of them but in the second disappearance, no

one knows where he is. He attends the seasons of hajj. He sees the people but they do not see him.”85
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(16) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni narrated from al-Husayn bin Muhammad from Ja'far bin
Muhammad from al-Qassim bin Issma’eel from Yahya bin al-Muthanna from Abdullah bin Bukayr from
Obayd bin Zurara that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“Al-Qa'im (as) disappears twice. During one of his disappearances, he attends the seasons of hajj. He

sees the people but they do not see him.”86
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(17) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ahmad bin Mabindath from Ahmad bin Hilal from Musa bin
al-Qassim from Mo’awiya al-Bajali that Ali bin Ja'far had asked his brother Musa bin Ja'far al-Kadhimgz
(as) about the interpretation of the Qur’anic verse, “Say: Have you considered if your water should
go down, who is it then that will bring you flowing water.”88 Imam al-Kadhim (as) said:

“It means: if you lose your imam, then who will bring you another imam?”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Ali bin Muhammad from Sahl bin
Ziyad al-Aadami from Musa bin al-Qassim bin Mo’awiya al-Bajali from Ali bin Ja'far from his brother
Musa bin Ja'far al-Kadhim (as).89
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(18) Ali bin Ahmad al-Bandaneeji narrated from Abdullah bin Musa al-Alawi al-Abbasi from Muhammad
bin Ahmad al-Qalanisi from Ayyoob bin Noah from Safwan bin Yahya from Abdullah bin Bukayr that

Zurara had said: | heard Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as) saying:

“Al-Qa'im (as) disappears and his kin (companions) deny him.”



| said: “Why is that?”

He said: “He fears.” And he pointed with his hand at his abdomen showing that he fears to be killed.”90
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(19) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi from Ahmad bin al-Hasan from his father
from ibn Abu Bukayr from Zurara that Abdul Melik bin A’yun had said: | heard Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as)
saying:

“Al-Qa'im (as) disappears before his rising.”
| asked: “Why?”

He said: “He fears” and he pointed with his hand at his abdomen. He meant “killing”.91
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(20) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Ali bin al-Hasan at-Taymali from al-Abbas bin

Aamir bin Rabah from ibn Bukayr that Zurara had said: | heard Abu Ja'far al- Baqir (as) saying:



“Al-Qa'im disappears before his rising.”
| asked: “Why?”
He said: “He fears” and he pointed with his hand at his abdomen. He meant “killing”.92
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(21) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Ahmad bin al-
Mustawrid al-Ashja’iy from Muhammad bin Obaydillah Abu Ja'far al-Halabi from Abdullah bin Bukayr
that Zurara had said: | heard Abu Abdullah Ja'far as-Sadiq (as) saying:

“Al-Qa'im disappears before his rising.”
| asked: “Why?”
He said: “He fears” and he pointed with his hand at his abdomen. He meant “killing”.

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni from Muhammad bin Yahya from Ja'far
bin Muhammad from al-Hasan bin Mo’awiya from Abdullah bin Jibilla from Abdullah bin Bukayr from

Zurara from Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as).93
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(22) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Ahmad bin Maytham
from Obaydillah bin Musa from Abdul A’la bin Hussayn ath-Tha’labi that his father had said:

“Once | met Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali (al-Bagir) (as) in a season of hajj or a minor hajj. | said to
him: | became so old and weak and | do not know whether | meet you again or not. Please promise me

and tell me when deliverance will be.”

He said: “The homeless, fugitive and alone man, who will be separated from his family, who will lose his
father, who will be surnamed with his uncle’s name and whose name will be like a prophet’s name, will

the man of the banners.”
| said: “Would you please repeat that to me?”
He asked for a piece of leather or a tablet and wrote that down to me.”94

(23) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Abu Abdullah Yahya bin Zakariyya bin Shayban
from Younus bin Kulayb from Mo’awiya bin Hisham from Sabah from Salim al-Ashall that Hussayn at-
Taghlubigs had said: “Once | met Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali (al-Bagir) (as) in a season of hajj or a
minor hajj. | said to him: | became so old and weak and | do not know whether | meet you again or not.
Please promise me and tell me when deliverance will be.” He said: “The homeless, fugitive and alone
man, who will be separated from his family, who will lose his father, who will be surnamed with his
uncle’s name and whose name will be like a prophet’s name, will be the man of the banners.” When he
finished his talk, he looked at me and said: “Did you memorize it or shall | write it down to you?” | said:
“If you like!” He asked for a piece of leather or a tablet. He wrote down what he said to me and gave me
the book.” Salim said: “Hussayn showed us the book. He read what there was in it before us and then
said: This is the book of Abu Ja'far (al-Bagir) (as).”96
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(24) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Abbad bin Ya'qoob
from al-Hasan bin Hammad at-Ta’iy from Abul Jarood that Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir (as)
had said:

“The man of this matter is the homeless, fugitive man, who loses his father, who is surnamed with his
uncle’s name, who is separated from his family and whose name is like a prophet’s name.”97

25 _ sane o ouuall a1 JU GUS o dale 81,8 0l o1 aran bina :JB daw o1 dane o dead lina
chngu:Ju&hiur@fc,g(@rgu&gﬁ&wﬁw&m&ﬁgmb:Ju(g‘wg}r
Z.L:il\sc,.!:

olae¥ S o Sl sl cumy ill s s 3K oo gas L ¢3S0 ora i Lol oysasis sl sl 3]
8yl oy lazl.

(25) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Hameed bin Ziyad from al-Hasan bin Muhammad
al-Hadhrami and also it was narrated by Younus bin Ya'qoob from Salim al-Mekki from Abut-Tufayl
Aamir bin Wathila that Abu Ja'far bin Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“The one, whom you want and expect, will rise (and set out) from Mecca. He will not rise until he sees

what pleases him even if he is obliged to eat the leaves of the trees.”98

Is there another way clearer than the way, with which the infallible imams (as) have declared and
explained the matter of the disappearance to their Shia? Will one doubt the disappearance and the

reappearance of al-Qa'im (as) after all these clear traditions?
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(26) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ahmad bin Mabindath from Ahmad bin Hilal from Ahmad
bin Ali al-Qayssi from Abul Haytham al-Maythami that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“If three names (of the infallible imams); Muhammad, Ali and al-Hasan succeed, then the fourth will be
al-Qa'im.”99
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(27) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Abdullah bin Ja'far al-Himyari from Muhammad bin Eessa
bin Obayd that Muhammad bin Abu Ya'qoob al-Balkhi had heard Abul Hasan ar-Redha (as) saying:

“You are going to be tried with a great test. You are going to be tried with the fetus while still in its
mother’s womb and with the suckling100 until it is said: he has disappeared and he has died. They say:
“There is no Imam.” The Prophet (S) has disappeared and disappeared and | am going to die as

well.”101
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(28) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ahmad bin Mabindath and Abdullah bin Ja'far al-Himari

from Ahmad bin Hilal that al-Hasan bin Mahboob al-Zarrad had said: Imam ar-Redha (as) said:

“O Hasan, There will be a dark sedition, in which close friends and near relatives will perish. That will
occur when the Shia miss the fourth descendant of mine. The people of the earth and the inhabitants of
the Heaven will be sad for missing him. Many faithful men and faithful women will be regretful, confused

and sorrowful because of missing him.”
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He pondered for a while and then he raised his head and said: “He is the namesake of my grandfather
(Prophet Muhammad). He looks like me and looks like Prophet Moses (as). Upon him there are rays of
light emitting from the light of the Divine holiness. As if | see that people despair of him so much but they



will be called with a call heard by the all whether far or near they are. He will be as mercy upon the

believers and as torment upon the unbelievers.”
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| said: “May my father and mother die for you! What will that call be?”

He said: “There will be three sayings in the month of Rajab; the first is “Now surely the curse of Allah is

"7

on the unjust,”102 the second is “The threatened Hour is nigh, O believers!” and the third is that people

will see a protruding hand with the disk of the sun calling: “Allah has sent so-and-so to destroy the
unjust”. Then deliverance comes to the believers and Allah relieves their hearts and takes distresses

away from them.”103
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(29) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Muhammad bin
Ahmad al-Madeeni from Ali bin Asbat from Muhammad bin Sinan that Dawood bin Katheer ar-Riqqi had
said: | said to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiqg (as):

“May | die for you! Deliverance has not come. Our hearts are depressed and we are about to die of

sadness.”



He said: “Deliverance comes when people become desperate and distressed to the full and then a caller

will call out from the Heaven with the name of al-Qa'im and the name of his father.”
| said: “May | die for you! What is his name?”

He said: “His name is like the name of one of the prophets and his father’s name is like the name of one

of the guardians.” 104
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(30) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Muhammad bin Ali at-Taymali from Muhammad
bin Issma’eel bin Buzay’ and also it was narrated from some ones from Mansoor bin Younus bin Bazraj

from Issma’eel bin Jabir that Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagjir (as) had said:

“The man of this matter will disappear in one of these mountain passes-he pointed with his hand
towards Thi Tuwa. 105 Before his rising, the guardian, who has been with him, comes to meet some of

his companions. He asks them: How many persons are you?”

They say: “We are about forty men.”

He says: “What will you do if you see your man?”

They say: “By Allah, if he wants us to move the mountains for him, we will do.”

Then he says to them: “Choose ten of your chiefs or the best of you!”

They do and he sets out with them to meet their man. He promises to meet them in the next night.”
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Then Abu Ja'far al-Bagqir (as) added: “By Allah, as if | see him leaning against the Rock (of the Kaaba)
and saying: “O people, whoever argues with me about Allah, | am worthier of Allah than all of the
people. O people, whoever argues with me about Adam, | am worthier of Adam than all the people.
Whoever argues with me about Noah, | am worthier of Noah. Whoever argues with me about Abraham, |
am worthier of Abraham. Whoever argues with me about Moses, | am worthier of Moses. Whoever
argues with me about Jesus Christ, | am worthier of Jesus Christ. O people, whoever argues with me
about Muhammad, | am worthier of Muhammad. Whoever argues with me about the Book of Allah, | am
worthier of the Book of Allah.” Then he comes to the temple (of Abraham) and offers two rak’as—prayer
before it. By Allah, he is the distressed one, about whom Allah has said, ‘Or, Who answers the
distressed one when he calls upon Him and removes the evil, and He will make you successors

in the earth... 2’106 This verse has been revealed about him and for him.”107

31 = e colball b o sl o sane lian :JB (g olall pwse o Wl e e caand o e liaa

Jsds Hian L e 1 (JJJ[A..H‘;.JO.C coliw 041 dana:

Slas o of G fssm ¥ oo a1 igd el cay in 153 ¥ sl Y.

(31) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa al-Alawi from Muhammad bin al-Husayn bin Abul
Khattab from Muhammad bin Sinan from Abul Jarood that Abu Ja'far al-Bagqir (as) had said:

“People are still (confused and distressed) expecting until Allah sends for this matter (deliverance) one

that people have not known whether he has been created yet or not.” 108
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(32) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Muhammad bin al-
Husayn bin Abul Khattab, and Abdullah bin Ja'far al-Himyari narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin

Eessa all from Muhammad bin Sinan from Abul Jarood that Abu Ja'far al-Bagqir (as) had said:

“You stretch your heads towards any one of us and say: It is he (our man). And Allah makes them (the
imams) die one after the other until He sends for this matter one, whom you do not know whether he is

born or not or whether he is created yet or not.” 109
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(33) Ali bin Ahmad narrated from Obaydillah bin Musa from Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Qalanisi from
Muhammad bin Ali from Muhammad bin Sinan from Abul Jarood that Abu Ja'far al-Bagqjr (as) had said:
“Whenever you turn your eyes toward a man and say that it is he (the man of this matter), he goes to the

better world until Allah sends one, whom you do not know whether he has been created yet or not.”110
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(34) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya al-Attar from Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-
Razi from Muhammad bin Ali from Muhammad bin Sinan from someone that Abu Ja'far al-Bagqjr (as) had

said:

“You still expect (deliverance) until Allah sends for this matter one, whom you do not know whether he is

created or not.”111

These traditions are clear in referring to the twelfth imam (al-Mahdi) because there has not been any

disagreement about the birth of any one of the other eleven imams or about their existence or



inexistence besides that none of people has said that any of these eleven imams has disappeared or
that seditions have occurred in religion during their periods or confusion has spread among people about

the condition of those imams except this imam (al-Qa'im).

Imam Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) has declared that when saying: “If three names (of the imams);

Muhammad, Ali and al-Hasan succeed, the fourth (imam) will be al-Qa'im.”

The will of Allah has determined to make this imam disappear in order to try the people during this
disappearance of the authority of Allah and to sift the pure ones, who submit to Allah by believing in His
authority even if the authority is not among them and who believe that Allah will never leave the world
without an authority even if the person of that authority is absent.
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(85) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Abbad bin Ya'qoob
from Yahya bin Salim that Abu Ja'far al-Bagqir (as) had said:

“The man of this matter is the youngest and obscurest one of us.”

Yahya asked him: “When will that (deliverance) be?”

He said: “When delegations go to pay homage to a young boy and every fort (powerful chief) raises a

flag (becomes independent) then you expect deliverance.”112

No one of the infallible imams has become imam while he is yet too young except this imam (al-Mahdi),
whom Allah has granted the imamate and wisdom while he is yet a child as Jesus Christ and Yahya bin
Zachariah, whom Allah has granted the Book, prophethood, knowledge and wisdom while yet children.

The evidence for that is the saying of Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) “He (al-Qa'im) has aspects of four
prophets...). One of them is Jesus the son of Marry (as), who has been granted wisdom, knowledge and

prophethood while yet a child.
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(36) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ahmad bin Mabindath from Ahmad bin Hilal that Umayya
bin Ali al-Qayssi had said: | said to Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-Jawad113 (as): Who is the

successor after you?”

He said: “My son Ali and Ali’s two sons.”

He pondered for a while and then raised his head and said: “Confusion will occur then.”
| said: “If that occurs, where will we go then?”

He kept silent and then said: “Nowhere!” He repeated it three times.

| repeated my question.

He said: “To Medina.”

| said: “Which Medina?”

He said: “This Medina. Is there another one than ours?”

The same was narrated by Ali bin Ahmad from Obaydillah bin Musa from Ahmad bin al-Husayn from
Ahmad bin Hilal from Umayya bin Ali al-Qayssi. 114
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(37) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Issam from Abu Sa'eed Sahl
bin Ziyad al-Aadami from Abdul Adheem bin Abdullah al-Hasani that Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali al-
Jawad (as) had said:

“When my son Ali dies another lamp will shine after him and then disappearance will be there. Woe unto
the doubter and blessed is he, the stranger and the fleer with his religion. After that there will be terrible

events that make the young old and make mountains move from their places.” 115

Which confusion is greater than this one, which has made masses of people deviate from the straight
path because of doubting, weak faith and impatience before sufferings? Only the sincere believers, and
how few they are, has succeeded in this test and has kept to the path of Muhammad (as) and the
progeny of Muhammad (as).
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(88) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob al-Kulayni narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya from Ahmad bin Idreess
from Muhammad bin Ahmad from Ja'far bin al-Qassim from Muhammad bin al-Waleed al-Khazzaz from
al-Waleed bin Agaba from al-Harith bin Ziyad that Shu’ayb bin Abu Hamza had said:

“Once | came to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiqg (as) and said to him: Are you the man of this matter?”
He said: “No.”

| said: “Is he your son?”

He said: “No.”

| said: “Is he your grandson?”

He said: “No.”

| said: “Is he your grandson’s son?”

He said: “No.”

| said: “Who is he then?”

He said: “It is he, who will fill the world with justice after it has been filled with injustice and oppression.
He will come after a cessation of imams as Prophet Muhammad (as) has been sent after a cessation of

prophets.”116
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(89) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Ali bin Muhammad from some of his companions from
Ayyoob bin Noah that Abul Hasan ar-Redha (as) had said:
“If your knowledge has been removed from among you, then expect deliverance to come soon.” 117
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(40) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Abu Ali al-Ash’ari from Muhammad bin Hassaan from
Muhammad bin Ali from Abdullah bin al-Qassim from al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar that Abu Abdullah as-
Sadiq (as) had been asked about this Qur'anic verse, “For when the trumpet is sounded,”118and he
had said:

“From among us there will be a hidden imam. When Allah wants him to rise, He will prick him in the

heart and he will appear to execute the order of Allah.”119
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(41) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from some of his companions from Ahmad bin Muhammad from
al-Hasan bin Ali al-Washsha’ from Ali bin Abu Hamza from Abu Baseer that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq

(as) had said:

“The man of this matter must disappear and he is to be in isolation during his disappearance. How good
abode Tayba120 is! No loneliness is among thirty!”121
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(42) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from some of his companions from Ahmad bin Muhammad from
Ali bin al-Hakam from Abu Ayyoob al-Khazzaz from Muhammad bin Muslim that Abu Abdullah as-
Sadiqg (as) had said:

“If you are informed that your man has disappeared, do not deny that.”

The same was narrated by Muhammad bin Ya'qoob from Ali bin Ibraheem bin Hashim from Muhammad

bin Abu Omayr from Abu Ayyoob al-Khazzaz from Muhammad bin Muslim. 122
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(43) Ali bin al-Husayn al-Mass’oodi narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya al-Attar from Muhammad bin
Hassaan ar-Razi from Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi from al-Hasan bin Mahboob from Abdullah bin Jibilla
from Ali bin Abu Hamza that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“When al-Qa'im (as) rises, people will deny him because he will come back to them as a young man. No
one will remain believing in him except those, with whom Allah has made a covenant since the first

creation.”

In another tradition he had said:
TS L istnny s Ul i bs o] o of uldll (laef e L.

“It is a great affliction that when their man (al-Qa'im) appears to them young while they think that he is

an old man.”123
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(44) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Ja'far bin Muhammad bin Malik from Umar bin Tarkhan
from Muhammad bin Issma'eel from Ali bin Umar bin Ali bin al-Husayn (as) that Abu Abdullah Ja'far bin

Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“Al-Qa'im is one of my descendants. His old is like Abraham’s old; one hundred and twenty years. He is
recognized and then he disappears for a period of time and then he reappears as a young man of thirty—
two years old. Some groups of people deviate from him. He fills the world with justice after it has been

filled with injustice and oppression.” 124
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(45) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya al-Attar from Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-
Razi from Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi from Ibraheem bin Hashim from Hammad bin Eessa from Ibraheem
bin Umar al-Yamani that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had said:

“Al-Qa'im will rise and he has not paid homage to anyone at all.” 125
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(47) Muhammad bin Ya'qoob narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya from Ahmad bin Muhammad from al-
Husayn bin Sa'eed from ibn Abu Omayr from Hisham bin Salim that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) had

said:

“Al-Qa'im will rise and he has not paid homage to any one nor has he had a bond or a covenant with

anyone at all.” 126



Imam Ali Confirms The Disappearance

There are some traditions narrated from Imam Ali (as) confirming the occurrence of the disappearance
of Imam al-Mahdi (aj). The traditions talk about confusion and seditions (that occur during the absence
of al-Qa'im) that no one will be saved from except those, who will be patient before sufferings and

distresses.
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(1) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Yahya al-Attar from Muhammad bin Hassaan ar-
Razi from Muhammad bin Ali al-Kufi from Muhammad bin Sinan from Abul Jarood from Muzahim al-

Abdi from Akrima bin Sa’sa’a that his father had said: Ali (as) often said:

“The Shia come to a day that they become like the goats. The lion does not know which of them to

catch. They will have no honor nor will they have a supporter to depend upon in their affairs.” 127
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(2) Ali bin al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad bin Sinan from Abul Jarood from Abu Badr from Olaym

that Salman al-Farisi had said:

“The believers come to a day that they become like the goats. The lion does not know which of them to

catch. They will be with no honor nor will they have an assistant, to whom they refer their affairs.”
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(3) Abul Jarood narrated that Abdullah (bin Agaba) al-Sha’ir (the poet) had said: | heard Ali (as) saying:

“O people of Shia, as if | see you wandering about like the camels looking for a pasture but without

finding any.”128
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(4) Bin Sinan narrated from Yahya bin al-Muthanna al-Attar, also it was narrated by al-Hakam that Abu

Ja'far al-Bagqjir (as) had said:

“How about you if you go and you do not find anyone (to resort to) and you come back and you do not
find anyone?”129
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(5) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah narrated from Muhammad bin Ja'far al-Qarashi from Muhammad bin al-
Husayn bin Abul Khattab from Muhammad bin Sinan that Abul Jarood had heard Abu Ja'far al-Bagir (as)
saying:

“You still wait until you become like frightened goats that the butcher does not care on which of he puts

his hand. You will be of no honor and no supporter, to whom you refer your affairs.”130

Have these traditions referred save to the disappearance of the imam of deliverance, who is the honor,
with which the Shia are honored, and to the disappearance of the means (the deputies) between him
and his Shia? Are the deputies not the supporters, whom the Shia refer their affairs to during the

disappearance of their imam (as) to be delivered to the imam?

By losing the imam and the means between them and their imam, the Shia become like the goats
subjected to the test to be tried that which of them is to perish and which of them is to be saved.



These are what | have in my mind of traditions concerning the disappearance of Imam al-Mahdi (a)),

whereas there are so much many other traditions talking about the subject.

1. Ithbat al-Hudat, vol. 224, Kamal ad-Deen p.302-303, Dala’il al'lmama p.292, I'lam al-Wara p.400, Biharul Anwar, vol.51
p.112, 119.

2. Qur'an, 36:30.

3. Biharul Anwar, vol.51, p. 112, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.532, Awalim al-Uloom, vol.3 p.526, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-
Mahdi, vol.5 p.366.

4. Biharul Anwar, vol.28 p.70, Awalim al-Uloom, vol.3 p.304, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.73.

5. In Persia.

6. (From Sham-Syria).

7. Al-Abbas was the Prophet’s uncle. His progeny ruled in Baghdad.

8. Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.225, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.532, Muntakhab al-Athar p.300.

The verifier: Perhaps this is the only tradition saying that Imam al-Mahdi is like Jesus Christ (as) in his form whereas the
traditions narrated by the Sunni and the Shia say that he looks like his grandfather Muhammad (as).

9. Anbar and Heet are two cities in Irag.

10. Nahawand, ad-Daynour and Hamadan are cities in Persia.

11. Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.226.

12. Quran, 81:15.

13. Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.137, Tafseer al-Burhan, vol.4 p.433, al-Mahajja feema nazala fil Hujjah p.244-245, Mo’jam
Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.5 p.480.

14. Qur'an, 81:15-16.

15. Al-Kafi, vol.1 p.341, al-Hidaya al-Kubra p.88, Kamal ad-Deen p.2 p.324, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.5
p-480.

16. He means that no one will find a place to spend his money when al-Qa’im (as) will appear because people will not be in
need of anything by the mercy of Allah and the virtue of His guardian

17. lgd ad-Durar p. 171, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol. 3 p.533, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.146, Bisharatul Islam p.147, Mo’jam Ahadeeth
al-lmam al-Mahdi, vol.4 p.58.

18. Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.147, Bisharatul Islam p.148, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.429.

19. Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.281, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.429.

20. He means the twelfth imam (al-Mahdi).

21. Al-Kafi, vol. 1 p.336, al-Hidaya la-Kubra p.361, Ithbat al-Wassiyya p.224, 229, Kamal ad-Deen p.359, llal ash-Sharayi’
p.244, Kifayatul Athar p.264, Dala’il al-lmama p.292, I'lam al-Wara p.406, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.4
p.138.

22. Kamal ad-Deen p.326, I'lam al-Wara p.402, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.468, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.136, Mo’jam
Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.232.

23. Al-Ghayba by at-Toossi p.59, 423, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.499, 513, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p. 148, 225, vol.52 p.291,
Muntakhab al-Athar p.276, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.369.

24. Al-Ghayba by at-Toossi p.59, 423, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.499, 513, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p. 148, 225, vol.52 p.291,
Muntakhab al-Athar p.276, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.369.

25. The prophet’s grandfather.

26. That no one knows who the imam is from among the progeny of Abdul Muttalib.

27. lthbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.547, Biharul Anwar, vol. 51 p.22, 76, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.1 p.267.

28. Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.547, Biharul Anwar, vol. 51 p.22, 76, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-lmam al-Mahdi, vol.1 p.267.

29. Al-Kafi, vol.1 p.338, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.138.

30. Al-Ghayba by at-Toossi p.425, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.514, 533, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p. 114, Muntakhab al-Athar
p.262, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-lmam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.66.

31. Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.148, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.4 p.45.



32. Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.227, llzam an-Nassib, vol.2 p.161, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.421.

33. It was mentioned so when the author had composed his book.

34. Quran, 48:23.

35. Ithbat al-Hudat, vol. 3 p.533, Biharul Anwar, vol.51 p.148, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.369.

36. Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.132.

37. Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.132.

38. Kamal ad-Deen p.348, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.533, Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.133, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi,
vol.3 p.399.

39. Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.133.

40. Kamal ad-Deen p.349, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.534, Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.134, Bisharatul Islam p. 149, Mo’jam
Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.398.

41. He might mean the Kaaba and the mosque of the Prophet (S).

42. Kamal ad-Deen p.1 p.340, Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.134, Mo’jam Ahadeeth al-Imam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.444.

43. Kamal ad-Deen p.349, Ithbat al-Hudat, vol.3 p.534, Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.134, Bisharatul Islam p. 149, Mo’jam
Ahadeeth al-lmam al-Mahdi, vol.3 p.398.

44. Qur'an, 24:63.

45. Qur'an, 4:59.

46. Quran, 5:92.

47. Al-Kafi, vol.p.1 p.333, Kamal ad-Deen p.337, 339, Taqreeb al-Ma’arif p. 188, al-Ghayba by at-Toossi p.457, lilam al-
Wara p.404, Biharul Anwar, vol.52 p.94.
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