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Chapter 10: On Reasons For The Formation Of The Waqifites1

10-1 Ali ibn Abdillah al-Warraq - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdillah quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abi Abdillah al-Barqi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Rabi ibn Abdurrahman, “I swear by God that Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) was extremely intelligent. He knew
those who will stop believing in Divine Leadership after him, and not accept the next Divine Leaders.
However, he (a.s.) quenched his anger and did not divulge what he (a.s.) knew about them. That is why
he (a.s.) is called 'Kazim.2“

10-2 Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Husayn ibn Sa'eed, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Jomhoor, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Fadhl, on the authority of Yunus
ibn Abdurrahman, “A lot of wealth was collected and was in the possession of each of the
representatives of Abul Hassan (a.s.) when he (a.s.) passed away. This was a reason they denied his
death, and considered the Imamate to be terminated with him (a.s.). Ziyad al-Qandi had seventy-
thousand Dinars, and Ali ibn Abi Hamzeh had thirty-thousand Dinars (for example). When I noted this
and the truth became clear to me, and I recognized that Abil Hassan Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) is in charge of
affairs, I expressed what I knew and invited the people to (follow) Al-Ridha’ (a.s.). Those two people
sent for me and asked, ‘Why are you doing this? We will make you needless if you are after money.’
They offered me ten-thousand Dinars and asked me to stop. But I replied, ‘Those two Imams (a.s.) were
narrated to have said, ‘Whenever innovations became known, it is incumbent upon the knowledgeable
ones to express what they know. Else they will be deprived of the light of faith.’ I am not one who would
stop my struggling in the way of God.’ Thus those two (Ziyad al-Qandi and Ali ibn Abi Hamzeh) became
my enemies.”
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باب السببِ الَّذِي قيل من اجله بِالْوقْفِ علَ موس بن جعفَرٍ علَيه السالم

1 ‐ هدِ البع با ندُ بمحدَّثَنا اح :ه قالدِ البع ندُ بعدَّثَنا سح :قال نْهع هال ضر اقره الودِ البع نب لدَّثَنا عح
البرق، عن ابيه، عن ربِيع بن عبدُ الرحمن قال: كانَ واله موس بن جعفَرٍعلَيهِما السالم من المتَوسمين، يعلَم من
ماظال مفَس منْهم عرِفُهم ما يبدِي لَهو ال ي هِملَيع غَيظَه مظانَ يَف ،هتمامدَ اعب مامدُ االجحيو هتودَ معب هلَيع فقي
.لذلكَ

2 ‐ ندَ بمحا نع ،طَّارالع يحي ندُ بمحدَّثَنا مح :قال نْهع هال ضيدِ رلالو ندَ بمحا نن بسالح ندُ بمحدَّثَنا مح
الحسين بن سعيدٍ، عن محمدِ بن جمهورٍ، عن احمدَ بن الفَضل، عن يونُس بن عبدِ الرحمن قال: لَما مات ابو
الحسن علَيه السالم ولَيس من قُوامه احدٌ اال وعنْدَه المال الثير، فَانَ ذلكَ سبب وقفهِم وجحودِهم لموته، وكانَ
.عنْدَ زِيادٍ القَنْدِيِ سبعونَ الْف دِينارٍ وعنْدَ عل بن ابِ حمزةَ ثَالثُونَ الْف دِينارٍ

،هلَيا النَّاس توعدو لَّمتَت فترما ع المالس هلَيِضا عالرنسالح برِ امن ام فترعو قالح ل نيتَبكَ وذل تياا رفَلَم
قال: فَبعثا الَ وقاال ل: ما يدْعوكَ ال هذا؟ ان كنْت تُرِيدُ المال فَنَحن نُغنيكَ وضمنا ل عشَرةَ الْف دِينارٍ وقاال ل:
ظْهِرن يا مالعال َلتِ البِدَعُ فَعرذا ظَهقالُوا: ا منَّها مالا السهِملَيعادِقَينالص نِينا عونّا رما: الَه فَقُلْت ،يتبفَا فك
علمه، فَان لَم يفعل سلب نُور االيمانِ، وما كنْت الدعَ الجِهاد ف امرِ اله عز وجل علَ كل حالٍ، فَناصبان واظمرا
.العداوةَ

10-3 My father and Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may God be pleased with
them - narrated that Mohammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Husayn
ibn Sa'eed, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Jomhoor, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Hammad,
“Uthman ibn Isa Ar-Ravasay was one of the representatives (of Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)) who lived in
Egypt. A lot of (Imam Al-Kazim's (a.s.)) property and six slave maids were in his possession. Abul
Hassan Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) sent someone to him and asked him to return the slave maids and the property.
Uthman ibn Isa Ar-Rawasi wrote a letter in response and said, ‘Your father has not died yet.’ Imam Al-
Ridha’ (a.s.) wrote a letter to him and said, ‘My father (a.s.) has passed away and we have divided up
his possessions. There is correct news to confirm his death.’ Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) presented some
proofs. Uthman wrote to him (a.s.) in reply, ‘If your father is alive, you have no rights over his property. If
he (a.s.) has died as you say, he (a.s.) has not given me any orders to dispose of these possessions to
you. I freed the slave maids and married them.’”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) was not a man who would collect
wealth. However, he lived during the region of (Harun) Ar-Rashid and had a lot of enemies. He could
not give the collected property to the deprived, so he gave them secretly to a few to divide among the
poor people. This is how this wealth was collected. He did not want to do what the ill-wishers told Ar-
Rashid about him. Things like ‘he has collected a lot of wealth’, ’he believes he is the Imam’, ’and he



incites the people to revolt against you,’ etc. If it were not for these accusations, he would have given the
wealth to various people. Rather it consisted of gifts that his friends had brought for him in order to honor
him.”3

1. See footnote (1) of Section 4, No.4-1
2. That means one who quenches his anger.
3. It seems that this is not the best justification. The followers of Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) used to pay their one-fifth levy to
him. Since he was imprisoned, they had to give it to his representative.
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