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Chapter 15: Another Session with Al-Ridha’
(a.s.) and Al-Ma'mun on the Infallibility of the
Prophets

15-1 Tamim ibn Abdullah ibn Tamim al-Qurashi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Hamdan ibn Soleiman al-Neishaboori, on the authority of Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Al-Jahm that he entered a session held by Al-Ma’mun. Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)
was also there. Al-Ma’mun asked him, “O Son of the Prophet! Don’t you say that the Prophets (a.s.) are

innocent?”
Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) replied, “Yes.”

Al-Ma’'mun asked, “Then what is meant by the following Quranic verse, ‘... Thus did Adam disobey his
Lord, and allow himself to be seduced.’1*

Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “The Almighty God told Adam, ‘Dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden. And
eat of the beautiful things therein as (where and when) ye will, but approach not this tree.’2 He pointed to
the wheat tree.3 God added, ‘Or ye run into harm and transgression.’4 God did not tell them, ‘Do not eat

of this tree and other trees of the same type.’
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The two of them did not approach that tree, nor did they eat from it. However, after being tempted by
Satan they ate from another tree.5 Satan told them, ‘... Your Lord only forbade you this tree, lest you
should become angels or such beings as live forever.’6 Satan swore to them that he was their sincere
advisor. Adam and Eve had never seen anyone falsely swear to God before. ‘So by deceit he brought
about their fall...’7 Thus trusting his oath they ate from the tree. This happened before Adam's
Prophethood. It was not a major sin to make him deserve to enter the Fire. But it was a minor sin which
God forgives.8 Such sins are also permitted for the Prophets before their appointment. Once God
appointed Muhammad (a.s.) to Prophethood, he became innocent and did not commit any minor or
major sins. God says, ‘... Thus did Adam disobey his Lord, and allowed himself to be seduced. But his
Lord chose him (for His Grace): He turned to him, and gave him guidance.’9 God also says, ‘God did

”

choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the family of Imran above all people.” 10

Al-Ma’mun asked, “What is then meant by the saying of the Almighty God, ‘But when He giveth them a

"

goodly child, they ascribe to others a share in the gift they have received...” 11

Then Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “Then Eve delivered five hundred times for Adam - each time a boy

and a girl. Adam (a.s.) and Eve made a covenant with the Almighty God that they would be grateful if



God gave them a healthy child. .. /f Thou givest us a goodly child, we vow we shall (ever) be
grateful."12 But when God granted them a healthy generation lacking any illnesses, that generation set
up others that God had given them as partners to God. They did not thank God the Almighty as their
parents had. The Almighty God said, ‘.. But God is Exalted High above the partners they ascribe to
Him.”13

Then Al-Ma’'mun said, I testify that you are truly the son of God's Prophet. Then tell me about the
meaning of the Almighty God's words about Abraham (a.s.), ‘When the night covered him over, he saw a

star. He said, 'This is my Lord...”"14

Then Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “In fact, Abraham (a.s.) had to deal with three groups (of people). One
group worshipped Venus (a planet). Another group worshipped the moon, and the third group
worshipped the sun. This happened when he left his underground hiding - the place that
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‘When the night covered him over, he saw a star. He asked, ‘Is this my Lord?’ He saw Venus. He asked
‘Is this my Lord?’ in the form of questioning and denying. ‘But when it set, he said, ‘I love not those that
set.”15 He said this since setting is one of the characteristics of the created, not one of the
characteristics of the Eternal. ‘When he saw the moon rising in splendour, he said, This is my Lord. ”E
He asked s this my Lord?” in the form of questioning and denying. ‘But when the moon set, he said,
‘Unless my Lord guide me, | shall surely be among those who go astray. ”17 He meant that he would
have gone astray, if his Lord had not guided him. On the next morning, ‘When he saw the sun rising in
splendour, he said (in a questioning and denying manner,) ‘This is my Lord. This is the greatest (of all).
But when the sun set’18, he faced the three groups of people and said, ‘O my people! | am indeed free
from your (guilt) of setting partners for God. For me | have set my face, firmly and truly, towards Him
Who created the heavens and the Earth, and never shall | set partners for God.’19 Abraham (a.s.) said
this to clarify for them the wrongness of their beliefs. He wanted to prove to them that it is not right to
worship things like Venus, the moon or the sun, but their (Venus, the moon and the sun) Creator - the
Creator of the heavens and the Earth deserves to be worshipped. The reasons which he presented to
his people were God the Almighty's revelations. God had revealed them to Abraham (a.s.) as the
Almighty God says, ‘That was the reasoning about us, which We gave to Abraham (to use) against his
people.”’20

Then Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Prophet of God! How excellent! Let me know about the meaning of
what Abraham said, ‘... ‘My Lord! Show me how Thou givest life to the dead.” He said, ‘Dost thou not
then believe?’ He said, ‘Yea! But to satisfy my own understanding.””21

Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) replied, “The Almighty God revealed to Abraham, 7 will choose a friend for Me
from among My servants such that | will even revive the dead for him if he asks Me to do so.’ Then
Abraham (a.s.) thought that he was that friend. Thus he said, ‘My Lord! Show me how Thou givest life to
the dead?’ He said, ‘Dost thou not then believe?’ He said, 'Yea! But to satisfy my own understanding.’
Here Abraham (a.s.) meant that he wanted to satisfy himself as to his being God's friend. Then God
said, ‘Take four birds. Tame them to turn to thee. Put a portion of them on every hill and call out to them.
They will come to thee (flying) with speed. Then know that God is Exalted in Power, Wise. 22
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Then Abraham (a.s.) took an eagle, a peacock, a duck and a rooster. He chopped them into pieces and
mixed them up. He then placed a part of their mixed flesh on top of (each of) the ten hills around there.
He held each bird’s beak in his hand. He placed some seeds and water near himself and called out to
them. The various parts of each bird started to fly towards each other and formed a perfect body. Each
body went towards its own head and joined it to become a live bird. Then Abraham (a.s.) let their beaks
go. The birds flew and then landed. They drank the water and ate some seeds and said, ‘O Prophet of
God! You have revived us. May God revive you.” Abraham (a.s.) said, ‘It is God who revives and takes
away life. He has power over all things.”

Then Al-Ma’'mun said, “Excellent! O Abul Hassan! Then tell me about the Almighty God's saying, ‘... And

Moses struck him with his fist and made an end of him. He said, This is a work of Evil (a.s.atan).’23“

Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “Moses entered one of the towns of Pharaoh without them knowing about
his coming there. This happened between the evening and the night. .. And he found there two men
fighting, one of his own religion appealed to him against his foe.’24 Then according to the decree of God,
Moses (a.s.) ruled against the enemy and hit him with his fist causing the foe to die. Then Moses said,
‘This is the work of Satan.” He was referring to the fighting between the two men. He was not referring to

the killing of that man. That is, .. For he is an enemy that manifestly misleads!’25*

Then Al-Ma’'mun asked, “Then what do the following words of Moses (a.s.) mean?, ‘O My Lord! | have
indeed wronged my soul!’’26

Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “He meant by entering that town that he had placed himself in a condition
which he should not have. Then when he said ‘Faghfirly27 he meant hide me from my enemies so that

they do not find me and kill me. (‘Faghfirly’ in the Quranic verse (‘So (God) forgave him28 for He is the



Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.’29) has been translated by Yusuf Ali as “then forgive me.” The real
meaning of ‘Ghufran in Arabic is hiding. It seems that it must have been that he said ‘Agfirny.) Then
Moses (a.s.) said, ‘O My Lord! For that Thou hath bestowed Thy Grace on me ...’30 with a power such
that | can kill a man with a blow of my fist, ‘never shall | be a help to those who sin!’g But | will strive in
your way with this power so as to please You. ‘So he saw the
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morning...’32 and Moses (a.s.) was in the town, Tooking about, in a state of fear, when behold, the man
who had, the day before, sought his help called aloud for his help (again). Moses said to him, ‘Thou art
truly, it is clear a quarrelsome fellow. "33 You were fighting with a man yesterday and you are fighting
with someone else today. | will discipline you. He decided to hit him. ‘Then, when he decided to lay hold
of the man who was an enemy to both of them, that man’ - the one who was his follower - said, ‘O

Moses! Is it thy intention to slay me as thou slewest a man yesterday? Thy intention is none other than



”

to become a powerful violent man in the land, and not to be one who sets things right!34

Al-Ma’mun said, “O Abul Hassan! May God grant you good through His Prophets. What is the meaning
of what Moses told Pharaoh, 7 did it then, when | was in error.35”

Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “When Moses (a.s.) returned to Pharaoh, Pharaoh told him, ‘And thou didst
a deed of thine which (thou knowest) thou didst, and thou art an ungrateful (wretch)!36’ However, Moses
(a.s.) replied to Pharaoh, ‘That happened when | feared you and fled. However, my Lord granted me

Wisdom and appointed me as one of His Messengers.””

Al-Ridha’ added, “(One can cite similar instances. For example) When the Honorable the Exalted God
asked his Prophet Muhammad (S), ‘Did He not find thee an orphan and give thee shelter (and care)?’37
it means, ‘Did not God find you alone and guide the people towards you?’ Moreover, ‘And He found thee
wandering... 38 means you were lost while being near your own tribe. Also “..and He gave thee
guidance’39 means He guided them towards recognizing you. ‘And He found thee in need, and made

thee independent’40 means He fulfilled your prayers, thus He made you independent.”

Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Prophet of God! How excellent! Let me know about the meaning of what
the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘When Moses came to the place appointed by Us, and his Lord
addressed him, he said, ‘O my Lord! show (Thyself) to me, that | may look upon thee.’41 How could it
be the case that Moses, the son of Imran (a.s.), who is the interlocutor of God did not know that the

Blessed the Sublime God is not visible and ask such a question?”
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Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “The fact is that Moses, the son of Imran (a.s.), who is the interlocutor of God
knows that the Sublime God is more majestic than to be seen by the human eyes. The Honorable the
Exalted God spoke to him (a.s.), ‘and made him draw near to Himself for mystic (converse). 42 However,
when Moses (a.s.) returned to his people and informed them that the Honorable the Exalted God had
spoken to him, ‘and made him draw near to Himself for mystic (converse)’, they told him, °.. We shall
never believe in thee... 43 until we hear His Words just as you did. There were seven-hundred thousand
people in his nation. Moses (a.s.) chose seventy-thousand of them. He then chose seven-thousand
people from this seventy-thousand chosen ones. Finally, Moses (a.s.) chose seventy of them to take
along with him to meet His Lord. He went to Mount Sinai with them. He made them stay at the foot of the
mountain. Moses climbed the mountain and asked the Sublime God to speak to him and make them
hear His Words. Then the Sublime God spoke to him, and they heard His Words from the top, the
bottom, the left, the right, from the back, and from the front. That was because the Honorable the
Exalted God created His Words in the Tree and made the sound come out of the Tree to the extent that
they heard it from all directions. °.. We shall never believe in thee...” that what we heard are God’s words
until we see Allah manifestly...’44 When they said this haughty statement and became arrogant and
tyrannical, God sent down upon them a thunderbolt which overtook them because of their transgression.
They died. Then Moses (a.s.) said, ‘O My Lord! How shall | answer the Children of Israel when | return
to them and they say, ‘You took them along and killed them, for you were not truthful when you claimed
that the Honorable the Exalted God had invited you to Himself for mystic (converse).” Then God brought
them back to life and sent them along with Moses. They said, ‘If you ask God to let you see him, He will
fulfill your request. Then you can tell us how He looks so that we get to know him well.” Moses (a.s.)
said, ‘O my people! The Sublime God cannot be perceived by the eyes. He has no quality (of being).
Rather, He is recognized through His signs and is known through symbols. ‘When Moses came to the
place appointed by Us, and his Lord addressed him, He said, ‘O my Lord! show (Thyself) to me, that |
may look upon thee.” Allah said, ‘By no means canst thou see Me (direct); But look upon the mount; if it
abide in its place, then shalt thou see Me.” However, they said, .. We shall never believe in thee... 45
until you ask Him. Then Moses (a.s.) said, ‘O Lord!
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You heard what the Children of Israel say. You know best what is good for them.” Then God - the
Exalted the Magnificent - revealed to him, ‘O Moses! Ask Me what they have asked you, for I will not
hold you responsible for their ignorance. It was then that Moses (a.s.) said, “..O my Lord! show (Thyself)
to me, that | may look upon thee.’ Allah said, ‘By no means canst thou see Me (direct); But look upon the
mount, if it abide in its place, 46 (Moses (a.s.) had by then climbed down the mountain), ‘then shalt thou
see Me.’47 Using one of His many Signs, ‘when his Lord manifested His Glory on the Mount, He made it
as dust. And Moses fell down in a swoon. When he recovered his senses he said, ‘Glory be to Thee! to
Thee | turn in repentance...’48 Moses (a.s.) meant 1 will return from my state of ignorance of my people
to the state of Your recognition, and | am the first to believe’49 that You cannot be seen.”

Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Prophet of God! How excellent! Let me know about the meaning of what
the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘And (with passion) did she desire him, and he would have desired

her, but that he saw the evidence of his Lord... 50“

Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “She tried to seduce Joseph (a.s.). Were it not that he had seen the manifest
evidence of his Lord, he would have done to her just as what she had done to him. However, Joseph
(a.s.) was Immaculate, and the Immaculate neither commit sins nor think of committing them. Indeed my
father As-Sadiq (a.s.) told me that she intended to do it, but he decided not to.”

Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Prophet of God! How excellent! Let me know about the meaning of what
the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘And remember Thun-nun, when he departed in wrath: He
imagined that We had no power over him!...’51



Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “This refers to Yunus ibn Matta (Jonah). He departed from his nation in anger. “He
imagined,” means “he was sure”, and ‘He imagined that We had no power over him!...’52 means “We
would not restrict his daily sustenance”. There is a similar meaning in what the Honorable the Exalted
God said in the following verse, ‘But when He trieth him, restricting his subsistence for him...’53 So he
called out among the shadows, namely the shadows of the sea and of the stomach of the whale. There
is no god but You! Glory belongs to You; | was indeed wrong in my leaving this worship by which You

have given me free time
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in the stomach of the whale. So Allah answered him, and He, the Great and Almighty, said, ‘But had it
not been that he was of those who glorify (Us), he would certainly have tarried in its stomach to the day

when they are raised. 2’

“..But he cried through the depths of darkness’s4. That is he called out among the shadows, namely the

shadows of the sea and of the whale’s stomach, that There is no god but Thou: glory be to Thee: | was



indeed wrong!’s5 for abandoning such acts of worship whose means of performing You have provided
for me here in the stomach of the whale. Then God accepted his prayers and the Honorable the Exalted
God said, ‘Had it not been that he (repented and) glorified Allah, he would certainly have remained

inside the fish till the Day of Resurrection. 56

Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Prophet of God! How excellent! Let me know about the meaning of what
the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘(Respite will be granted) until, when the apostles give up hope (of

”

their people) and (come to) think that they were treated as liars, there reaches them Our help...””57

Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said that the Honorable the Exalted God said, “Our help will come when the apostles
give up hope (of their people)... and the people consider the Prophets to be liars...”58

Al-Ma’mun said, ‘O son of the Prophet of God! How excellent! Let me know about the meaning of what
the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘That Allah may forgive thee thy faults of the past and those to
follow... ”’59

Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “In the eyes of the Meccan atheists, no one was more sinful than God’s Prophet
(8)60, since they used to worship three-hundred and sixty idols before the Prophet’s appointment to the
Prophethood when Muhammad (a.s.) began to invite them to say, ‘There is no god but God.’ This was
hard for them to bear and they said, ‘Has he made the gods (all) into one Allah? Truly this is a wonderful
thing! And the leader among them went away (impatiently), (a.s.aying), ‘Walk ye away, and remain
constant to your gods! For this is truly a thing designed (against you)! We never heard (the like) of this
among the people of these latter days: this is nothing but a made-up tale!”’61 But when the Honorable
the Exalted God conquered Mecca for His Prophet (S), God told him (a.s.), ‘O Muhammad! Verily We

have granted thee a
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manifest Victory that Allah may forgive thee thy faults of the past and those to follow; fulfill His favour to
thee, and guide thee on the Straight Way. 62 That was the same thing that was considered to be a sin
(a.s.aying There is no god but God) by the Meccans before, and even then. Only some of the atheists in
Mecca accepted Islam while others left Mecca. Those who remained in Mecca were not able to object to
the Prophet of God (a.s.) about the principle of Unity when he (a.s.) invited the people to declare the
Unity of God, since once the Prophet (S) overcame the atheists by conquering Mecca what they

previously considered to be a sin (a.s.aying There is no god but God) was longer considered to be a sin.

Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Prophet of God! How excellent! Let me know about the meaning of what
the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘Allah give thee grace! Why didst thou grant them until... 63

Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, ‘This is a case of addressing someone in speaking while actually intending to have
someone else hear what you are saying. In this verse, God seems to be addressing His Prophet (S), but
the real intention is for the nation of Islam to hear. That is similar to the following two verses in which the
Sublime God says, “../f thou wert to join (gods with Allah, truly fruitless will be thy work (in life), and thou
wilt surely be in the ranks of those who lose (all spiritual good). 64 and what the Honorable the Exalted
(God) said, ‘And had We not given thee strength, thou wouldst nearly have inclined to them a little. 65

Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Prophet of God! You are right. Please tell me what is meant by what the
Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘Behold! Thou didst say to one who had received the grace of Allah
and thy favour: ‘Retain thou (in wedlock) thy wife, and fear Allah.” But thou didst hide in thy heart that
which Allah was about to make manifest: thou didst fear the people, but it is more fitting that thou
shouldst fear Allah...””66

Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “God’s Prophet (S) went to the house of Zayd ibn Haritha ibn Sharahil al-Kalbi for
some reason. He saw his wife making ablutions and told her, ‘Glory belongs to Him who has created
you!’ By that he meant to make it clear that the claim of those who think that the angels are the
daughters of God does not apply to the Creator, the Honorable the Exalted. The Honorable the Exalted

God said, ‘Has then your Lord (O Pagans!) preferred for you sons, and taken for Himself
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daughters among the angels? Truly ye utter a most dreadful saying!’67

God’s Prophet (S) had seen her making ablutions and told her, ‘Glory belongs to Him who has created
you!” Muhammad (a.s.) meant that God is not one to have children who are in need of purification as she
was. When Zayd came home, she told him about the Prophet (S) coming there and saying to her 'Glory
belongs to Him who created you.”” Zayd did not understand what the Prophet (S) meant by that. He
thought that the Prophet (S) had said that because he (a.s.) admired her beauty. So he went to the
Prophet (S) and told him (a.s.), ‘O Prophet of God! My wife has a bad temper, and | want to divorce her.’
Then the Prophet (S) told him, °..Retain thou (in wedlock) thy wife, and fear Allah... 68

The Honorable the Exalted God had already informed Muhammad (a.s.) about the number of his wives,
and that this woman was to be one of them. The Prophet (S) kept this to himself and did not say
anything to Zayd fearing that the people might say that Muhammad orders the slave which he himself
has freed, ‘your wife will be mine!’, and thus blame the Prophet (S). Thus the Honorable the Exalted God
revealed, ‘Behold! Thou didst say to one who had received the grace of Allah...” that means by Islam,
‘and thy favour’ that means by freeing him, °..Retain thou (in wedlock) thy wife, and fear Allah.” But thou
(Muhammad) didst hide in thy heart that which Allah was about to make manifest: thou didst fear the
people, but it is more fitting that thou shouldst fear Allah... 69



Then Zayd ibn Ha’ritha divorced her and she completed her waiting period. Then the Honorable the
Exalted God married her off to His Prophet Muhammad (S), and revealed (the following verse in) the
Qur'an in this regard. The Honorable the Exalted (God) said, ‘.. Then when Zayd had dissolved (his
marriage) with her, with the necessary (formality), We joined her in marriage to thee: in order that (in
future) there may be no difficulty to the Believers in (the matter of) marriage with the wives of their
adopted sons, when the latter have dissolved with the necessary (formality) (their marriage) with them.
And Allah’s command must be fulfilled. 70

The Honorable the Exalted God knew that the hypocrites would criticize the Prophet for marrying her, so
the Sublime God revealed, ‘There can be no difficulty to the Prophet in what Allah has indicated to him
as a duty...’71
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Al-Ma’mun said, “O son of the Messenger of God! You have calmed me down and clarified what | had

doubts about. May God reward you well on behalf of His Prophets and Islam.’

Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Jahm added, “Then Al-Ma’mun stood for the prayer. He took Muhammad ibn
Ja'far ibon Muhammad’s hand who was also present in that meeting, and took him out along with him. Al-
Ma’'mun asked him, ‘How did you find your nephew?” Muhammad (ibn Ja'far ibn Muhammad) said, ‘He is

a scholar. | have never seen him associate with any of the men of knowledge before.””

Al-Ma’mun said, “Surely, your nephew is from among the Household of the Prophet (S) about whom the
Prophet (S) has said, ‘Verily, the pious ones of my family and the good ones of my offspring are the
most forbearing of the people when they are young and the most knowledgeable of the people when



they are old; therefore, do not teach them, for they are more learned than you are. They do not bring you

out of guidance; nor do they make you enter a door to loss.”

Then Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) went home. The following morning | went to his house and told him (a.s.) about
what Al-Ma’mun had said and the answers of his uncle Muhammad ibn Ja’far. Then Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)
smiled and said, “O Obn Al-Jahm! Do not be fooled by what you heard. Al-Ma’mun will kill me, and the

Sublime God will take my revenge against him.”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, This is a strange tradition narrated on the authority of
Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Jahm due to his being one of the Nasibites72, and his hatred and animosity
with the Members of the Holy Household (a.s.).
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