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Chapter 1: Family

1.1: The Forming of a Family

1. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “What is it that prevents a believer from forming a family?! It might be that
Allah may grant him some children who will bring value to the earth by [saying] ‘There is no god but
Allah’.”1

2. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The best among my ummah are the married ones, and the unmarried

are the worst ones of my ummah.”2

3. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is nothing built in Islam more loved by Allah the Exalted than

marriage.”3

4. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Establish a family, as it will increase your sustenance.”4
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1.2: Seeking to have a Child

5. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Seek in wanting and having a child, for it is the source of comfort and the

happiness of the heart.”5

6. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “None of you should give up seeking to have a child, for when a person

dies without having a child, his name will discontinue.”6
7. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A house that does not have children does not have blessings.”7

8. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “There is no child born in a family without the family gaining honour they

did not previously enjoy.”8
9. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The scent of a child is a breeze from Paradise.”9

10. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A child for a father is a sweet-basil from Allah which he smells, and He

has distributed it among His worshippers.”10

11. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A child is the fruit of the heart, and indeed it is the source of fear, envy

and sorrow.” 11
12. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Verily, everything has a fruit, and the fruit of one’s heart is his child.”12

13. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, narrating from al-Ash’ath ibn Qays who said: “I went to the Messenger of Allah
(s.a.w.) accompanied by the representatives of the tribe of Kindah and he asked me: “Do you have a
child?” | answered: “At the time | left home to come to you, a boy was born to me from the daughter of
Jadd13, but | wished that instead of that | could satiate my family.” The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Never say
that, because in children is the comfort of the eye [if they stay alive] and they are the cause of reward if
they are taken away. However, if you say that they are the cause of fear and sorrow then yes they are

the cause of fear and sorrow.”14
14. Imam al-Sajjad (a.s.) said: “A part of a man’s happiness is having a child who assists him.”15

15. Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) said: “A person is happy when he sees an offspring for himself before his
death.”16

16. a/-Kafi, narrating from Bakr ibn Salih who wrote to Abu al-Hasan [Imam al-Kazim] (a.s.): “I have
been avoiding having a child for five years, and it's because my wife does not like it and she says that it
will be difficult to raise them due to lack of wealth. What is your opinion?” He wrote back: “Seek in
having a child, for Allah will provide their sustenance.”17

17. Imam al-Ridha18 (a.s.) said: “Indeed if Allah the Exalted wishes goodness for a servant, He will not

cause him to die until He shows him an offspring.” 19
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1.3: The Virtue of a Righteous Child

18. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Among the happiness of a man is to have a righteous child.”20
19. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A righteous child is indeed a flower from the flowers of Paradise.”21

20. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A righteous child is a flower that Allah has distributed among His
creation, and verily my two flowers in this world are Hasan and Husayn. | named them from the names
of two children of Bani Isra’il, Shubbar and Shubair.”22 23

21. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “From the blessings of Allah upon a man is that his child looks like
him.”24

22. al-Kafi, narrating from Muhammad ibn Sanan, from someone who narrated to him that if ‘Ali ibn al-
Husayn [Imam al-Sajjad] (a.s.) was given glad tidings about [the birth of] a child, he did not ask whether
it was a boy or a girl rather he would ask: “Is it healthy?” If it was healthy, he would say: “Praise be only

to Allah who did not create anything unhealthy from me.”25

23. Imam al-Bagqir (a.s.) said: “From among the signs of a man’s happiness is that his son may be

similar to him in body, morals and behaviour.”26
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1.4: The Believers’ Offspring will be with them in Heaven

“The faithful and their offspring who follow them in faith —We will make their offspring join them,
and we will not stint anything from [the reward of] their deeds. Every man is a hostage to what he
has earned. 27

24. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, regarding Allah’s saying: The faithful and their offspring who follow them

}’ [

in faith —We will make their offspring join them™: “The deeds of the offspring are less than that of their

fathers, so the offspring will be join their fathers to comfort them.”28
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1.5: The Virtue of Tolerating the Troubles of a Child

25. al-Kafi, narrating from Muhammad ibn Muslim who said: “I was sitting in the presence of Imam al-
Sadiq (a.s.) when Yunus ibn Ya’qub entered and | saw him wailing, so Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.)
asked him: “Why do | see you wailing?”

He said: “Because of my child who disturbed me the whole night.”

Abu ‘Abdullah (a.s.) said to him: “O Yunus! My father Muhammad ibn ‘Ali narrated from his forefathers
(a.s.), from my grandfather the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) that Gabriel descended onto the Messenger
of Allah while he and ‘Ali (a.s.) were upset, and Gabriel said: “O beloved of Allah! Why do | see you

upset?”

The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “From two children who have troubled us with their crying.”



Gabriel said: “O Muhammad, be patient, for soon there will be followers sent for this group of people and
if one of them weeps, his crying will be like uttering ‘There is no god but Allah’ until he becomes seven
years old, and from seven years old on until he reaches puberty, his crying will be seeking forgiveness
for his parents, and when he passes his age of puberty, every good deed he performs will be [a reward]
for his parents, but any bad act he commits will not affect them.”29
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1.6: Abundant Children

26. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Marry a virgin and fertile woman and do not marry a good and beautiful
barren, for | will boast of you [your abundance] over other nations on Judgment Day.”30

27. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Marry a kind and fertile woman, for | will be proud of you [your

abundance] over other nations on Judgment Day.”31

28. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Leave the beautiful and barren and marry the unattractive and fertile,
as | will boast of you [your abundance] over other nations on Judgment Day.”32

29. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Increase your children, for tomorrow | will boast of your abundance

over other nations.”33

30. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “When Yusuf (a.s.) met his brother [Benjamin], he told him: “O brother!



How were you able to marry women after [losing] me?”

He said: “My father commanded me, saying: “If you are able to have an offspring who will weigh down

the land by glorifying [Allah], then do so0.”34
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1.7: The Virtue of Girls

31. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “From among the goodness of a woman is that her first child is a girl.”35

32. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “The scent of a child is from the scent of Paradise, and no one likes girls

other than a believer.”36

33. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Sons are bounties and daughters are rewards,37 and Allah asks about

the bounties and recompenses for the rewards.”38



Bl WS 568 of 8hall gt e sy dilde atll Lis atll Jguu.
32050 Y1 Coliflt Suad ¥ g A sy ope Tl gy sl dyle Al Lo dic.

33l e Lt 5 cuaill e Jlat A1 5 Sl BN G g osiall sadladl agle Galall aloyl .

1.8: The Reward of Upbringing Girls

34. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “How blessed of a child are girls who are chaste. Whoever has one of
them, Allah will appoint her as a cover for him against Hellfire. Whoever has two, Allah will make him
enter Paradise because of them, and if he has three, or like them but sisters, the obligation of

[recommended] jihad and charity will be removed from him.”39

35. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Girls are sympathetic, helpful, and blessed. Whoever has one of them,
Allah will appoint her as a cover for him against Hellfire. Whoever has two, Allah will make him enter
Paradise because of them, and if he has three, or like them but sisters, the obligation of [recommended]
Jjihad and charity will be removed from him.”40

36. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Whoever raises two girls until they grow up, he and | will enter Paradise

like this —putting his (s.a.w.) index and middle fingers together-."41

37. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who raises three daughters until they marry will be veiled by them
from Hellfire.”42
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1. 9: Taking Care of Daughters

38. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “He who goes to the market and buys a present and takes it to his
family is like one who carries charity to a needy group. He should begin with the females before the
males, because whoever makes a female happy is as if he has freed a slave from among the offspring
of Isma’il. He who comforts his son is as if he has wept out of reverence of Allah, and he who weeps

from revering Allah, Allah will make him enter the blissful Paradise.”43
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1.10: The Censure of Disliking Girls

39. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “Do not hate girls because they are friendly company and precious.”44

40. Kitab Man la Yahduruhu al-Fagih: “The Prophet (s.a.w.) was informed of the birth of a daughter, and
so he looked at the faces of his companions and saw displeasure in them. He said: “What is the matter
with you? She is a flower which | smell, and her sustenance is from Allah the Exalted’.”45

41. al-Kafi, narrating from al-Jarud ibn al-Mundhir who said: “Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) said to
me: “| have been informed that a daughter was born to you and you feel resentful to her. What harm can
she bring to you? She is a flower which you smell and you have been guaranteed her sustenance, and
the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) himself was the father of [a few] daughters.”46

42. al-Kafi, narrating from lbrahim al-Karkhi from a trustworthy person from among our [Shi’ah]
companions who said “I got married in Medina and Abu ‘Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (a.s.) asked me: “How did

you find marriage?”

| said: “There is no man that has found any goodness in a woman in the way | saw her, but she betrayed

»

me.



He asked: “What betrayal was it?”
| answered: “She gave birth to a female.”

He said: “It seems that you hate her. Allah says: “..your parents and your children —you do not know

which of them is likelier to be beneficial for you.”47 48

43. Kashf al-Ghummah, narrating from Ayyub ibn Nuh who said: “Yahya ibn Zachariah [his wife] was
expecting a child, so he wrote to him [i.e. Imam al-Hadi] (a.s.), saying: “l am expecting a newborn, so
please beseech Allah to grant me a son.”

He [the Imam] (a.s.) wrote back to him: “Many a time it is that a daughter is better than a son!” And a

daughter was born to him.”49
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1.11: The Bane of Having a Bad Child

44. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A bad child destroys honour and denigrates the ancestors.”50

45. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A bad child disgraces the ancestors and destroys the offspring.”51
46. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “A disobedient child is [the cause of] trouble and misfortune.”52
47. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The worst of calamities is a bad offspring.”53

48. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “The worst of children is a disobedient one.”54

49. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Beware of doing acts that would make others scorn us, for a father is
scorned due to the acts of his bad child.”55
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1.12: Beseeching Allah for a Righteous Family

50. a/-Kafi, narrating from Abu Basir: “Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) told me: “If one of you get married, what

does he do?”
| said: “I do not know.”

He (a.s.) said: “When a person decides to get married, he should perform two units of prayer, praise
Allah, and then say: “O Allah! | wish to get married, so appoint for me from among the women a wife
who is the most chaste, the most protective of her self and of my wealth, the most affluent in her
sustenance and the greatest among them in blessings. And grant me a pure child that You make to be a

righteous successor both in my life and after my death.”56
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1. . Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih, vol. 3, p. 382, h. 4340, narrating from Jabir from Imam al-Baqir (a.s.). Makarim al-
Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 429, h. 1454.

2. Jami’ al-Akhbar, p. 273, h. 748. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 103, p. 221, h. 32.

3. . Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Fagih, vol. 3, p. 383, h. 4343, narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Hakam from Imam al-Bagjr
(a.s.). Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 429, h. 1456.

4. . al-Kafi, vol. 5, p. 329, h. 6, narrating from Ibn al-Qaddah from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) from his father (a.s.). Bihar al-

Anwar, vol. 103, p. 217, h. 1.

. Makarim al-Akhlaqg, vol. 1, p. 480, h. 1665. al-Firdaws, vol. 1, p. 79, h. 242. Both narrating from Ibn ‘Umar.

. al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, vol. 23, p. 210, h. 369, narrating from Hafsah. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 281, h. 44469.

. al-Firdaws, vol. 5, p. 359, h. 8435, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 274, h. 44425.

. al-Mu’jam al-Awsat, vol. 7, p. 244, h. 7395. Tarikh Isbahan, vol. 2, p. 77, h. 1139. Both narrating from Ibn ‘Umar.

. al-Mu’jam al-Awsat, vol. 6, p. 82, h. 5860, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas. Rawdah al-Wa'izin, p. 403.

.. ‘Uddah al-Da’i, p. 76. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 98, h. 68.

1. . Musnad Abu Ya’la, vol. 2, p. 10, h. 1028, narrating from Abu Sa’id. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 284, h. 44486.
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12. . al-Firdaws, vol. 1, p. 204, h. 779. Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 16, p. 457, h. 45415, narrating from al-Bazzar, with ‘tree’
instead of ‘thing’. Both narrating from lon ‘Umar.

13. . In some traditions instead of ‘the daughter of Jadd’, it says ‘the daughter of Jamd’, and he is Jamd ibn Walighah al-
Kindi.

14. . Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 8, p. 196, h. 21899. al-Mu’jam al-Kabir, vol. 1, p. 236, h. 646.

15. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 2, h. 2. Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Fagih, vol. 3, p. 164, h. 3598.

16. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 4, h. 3. ‘Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha (a.s.), vol. 1, p. 480, h. 22.

17. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 3, h. 7. Makarim al-Akhlaqg, vol. 1, p. 480, h. 1664.

18. . In Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Faqih this tradition is recorded from Abu al-Hasan (a.s.) with no mentioning of another
name, but in Makarim al-Akhlaq it mentions the same tradition and ascribes it to Imam al-Ridha (a.s.).

19. . Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Fagqih, vol. 3, p. 481, h. 4690. Makarim al-Akhlag, vol. 1, p. 472, h. 1615.

20. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 3, h. 11, narrating from al-Sakuni from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.), and h. 6. ‘Uddah al-Da’i, p. 76.

21. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 3, h. 10, narrating from al-Sakuni from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.). Kitab Man la Yahdarhu al-Fagih, vol. 3,
p. 481, h. 4688.

22. . Shabbar and Shabbir are the names of Aaron’s children and they were two names which Gabriel brought for the
Prophet of Allah, and their Arabic equivalent is Hasan and Husayn. Tarikh Dimashq, vol. 14, p. 119, h. 4313. Kashf al-
Ghummah, vol. 2, p. 151.

23. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 2, h. 1, narrating from al-Sakuni from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.).

24. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 4, h. 1, narrating from al-Sakuni from Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.). Kitab Man la Yahdurhu al-Fagqih, vol. 3,
p. 484, h. 4708. Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 477, h. 1645.

25. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 21, h. 1. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 7, p. 439, h. 1754.

26. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 4, h. 2, narrating from Sadir. Makarim al-Akhlaq, vol. 1, p. 477, h. 1644, narrating from Imam al-
Sadiq (a.s.).

27. . Quran, 52:21.

28. . al-Kafi, vol. 3, p. 249, h. 5, narrating from Ibn Bakir. al-Tawhid, p. 394, h. 7, narrating from Abu Bakr al-Hadrami.
29. . al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 52, h. 5. ‘Awali al-La’ali, vol. 3, p. 284, h. 23.
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