
Published on Al-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt in Building the Virtuous Community Book Six: The System of Social
Relations of the Virtuous Community > Part 2: The Superstructure Of Social Relations > Chapter 1:
Superstructure Of Various Aspects Social Relations > Special Treatment > Neighbors
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Prelude

The superstructure of social relations denotes the details of the system of association as tackled by
books of traditions (i.e. hadith). This system is composed of a set of obligatory laws on social etiquette
and manners, deals with the various forms of association with others, and presents the ideal and most
accurate outline for building social relations.

Islam has identified the aspects of this concept, outlined its foundations and rules and established (S)

In the coming chapters, we will briefly discuss the details of this concept and the relationship between
these details and the two aspects of the Islamic concept of social relations. The correlation between the
rules of the concept and its features on the one hand and the superstructure or details, on the other, will
be made unmistakably clear.

However, details and demonstration of the outlines and elements of this concept is left for my
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independent book that is dedicated to the Islamic concept of social relations.1

This section is composed of two chapters. The first chapter deals with the superstructure, which confirms
and clarifies different aspects of social relations.

The second chapter deals with the superstructure of the rules and foundations of the concept.

Discussion of details will follow the sequence adopted in the first section of this book.

Aspect of Openness

Additional Indications of Openness

With regard to openness in social relations, the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) demonstrate this aspect.

(1) Traditions emphasize exchanging greetings, because salutation is often the key to building good
social relations with others.

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying:

مالالس فْشَاءا بحي لجو زع هنَّ الا.

Verily, Allah the Almighty and Majestic likes offering salutation.2

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

يتلَق نم َلع مّلنْ تُسا عاضالتَّو نم.

To greet everyone you meet is a sort of modesty.3

Instructing Imam ‘Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said:

امين النَّاسو لةُ بِاللَّيالالصو ،امالطَّع امطْعاو ،مالالس فْشَاءا :اتفَّارك ثثَال.

Three characteristics make amends for sins: (1) offering salutation, (2) feeding the needy, (3) offering
prayers at night when others are asleep.4

(2) The Holy Imams (‘a) emphasized amity as a feature of true believers. In other words, a true believer
must build good relations with all people and endear himself to them so that he is a well-liked person.
Naturally, such amity is achievable only through wide-ranging relations and associations with others.



Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

مالُهرِح تُوطَالَفُونَ، وويلَفُونَ واي نَافاً، الَّذِينكونَ اطَّاوقاً، الْمخْالا مُنسحا مُلفْضا.

The best of you are those with the best manners, whose ‘sides are generously prepared’,5 who have
close relationships with people and people have close relationships with them, and whose carpets are
always trodden.6

(3) Traditions have emphasized the forbidding of alienation and rupture of relations between Muslims.
Islam believes it is necessary to keep the door wide open in social relations even if one party is
unhappy. Things forbidden in Islam have grave consequences.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

ةراجهالْم رِ فخَي ال.

There is no good in breaking away (from others).7

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported as saying:

ثَةالثَّال ا فمنْهم ترِىبو الثٍ اثَال قا فَورتَجاه ننَيموم نا مم.

I will definitely disavow any pair of believers who forsake each other for more than three days.

He was asked, “The wronging party deserves this, but why does this include the wronged party, too?”

The Imam (‘a) answered:

ما بال الْمظْلُوم ال يصير الَ الظَّالم فَيقُول: <انَا الظَّالم.> حتَّ يصطَلحا؟

Why did the wronged party not go to the wronging party and claim that he was the wronging party so
that they would make peace?8

Al-Qasim ibn al-Rabi’ has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), in his instruction to al-
Mufadhdhal, saying:

.ال يفْتَرِق رجالنِ علَ الْهِجرانِ اال استَوجب احدُهما الْبراءةَ واللَّعنَةَ، وربما استَحق ذَلكَ كالهما



Whenever two men leave one another and become estranged, one of them must be worth disavowal
and curse, and sometimes both parties are worthy of it.

Mu’attab said, “May Allah make me your sacrifice. One may curse the wronging party, but why is the
wronged party then cursed, too?”

The Imam (‘a) answered:

النَّه ال يدْعو اخَاه الَ صلَته، وال يتَغَامس لَه من كالمه. سمعت ابِ علَيه السالم يقُول: اذَا تَنَازَعَ اثْنَانِ فَعازَّ احدُهما
نيبو نَهيانُ برالْهِج قْطَعي َّتح <.منَا الظَّالا ،خا يا> :بِهاحصل قُولي َّتح بِهاحص َلا ظْلُومالْم جِعرفَلْي اآلخَر
مالظَّال نم ظْلُوملْمخُذُ لاي دْلع مح َالتَعكَ وارتَب هنَّ الفَا ،بِهاحص.

The wronged party may also be cursed because he does not call the other party to reconcile…I heard
my father saying, “If two (of our Shi’ah) disagree with each other and one of them prevails over the
other, the wronged party should come to the other and confess that he was wrong, so that their
disagreement will come to an end. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, is surely a fair Judge and will
certainly judge for the benefit of the wronged party.”9

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has also reported on the authority of his father that the Holy Prophet (S) said:

َلا قبا سمهيةٌ، فَايا وِالمنَهيب ني لَمو ،مالساال نم نيانَا خَارِجك الانِ احطَلصي ثاً الثَا ثَالا فَمراجتَه نيملسا مميا
.كالم اخيه كانَ السابِق الَ الْجنَّة يوم الْحسابِ

Verily, any two Muslims that become estranged and refrain from reconciliation within three days will have
certainly abandoned the religion of Islam, and their brotherhood-in-faith will be canceled. Hence, the
party who precedes the other in making peace will also precede the other in entering Paradise.10

(5) Traditions have also highlighted the necessity of accepting the apologies of others. Hence, a true
believer must accept the apology of those who had caused him pain. This trait reflects the significance of
maintaining good social relations, blocking the door in the face of all sorts of rupture of relations, and
eradicating the traces of the causes and effects of such dispute.

Exceptions

Islam has determined a set of exceptions in this field so that this concept is complete and the
significance of openness emphasized.

In our discussion of the fourth aspect of the Islamic concept of social relations, we referred to some of
these exceptions under general social relations. Hereinafter, we will refer to these exceptions generally
by summing them in the following four points:



(1) Avoidance of situations that cause one to lose one’s reputation

Relations with people with bad reputations and suspicion must be avoided, because they injure the
reputations of the person who wants to build relations with them. Examples of such relations are the
following:

A. Relationships that bring accusations of sinful behavior or committing of illegal deeds, such as
associations with certain women—and even certain men and children, are the first example. The same is
applicable to associations with certain rich and luxury-loving people. Accusations can arise from the
origin, form, or nature of these relations. Some traditions forbid such associations.

For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S)
said:

اءيغْناال عم لُوسالْجو ،اءسّالن عم دِيثالْحنْذَالِ، واال عم لُوسالْج :الْقَلْب يتتُم متُهالَسجثَةٌ مثَال.

Association with the following three categories of people desensitizes hearts: (1) sitting with dishonest or
unscrupulous people, (2) talking to women, and (3) sitting with the rich.11

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has also reported Imam ‘Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) as saying:

دِهي ةُ فريانَتِ الْخك هرس تَمك نمو ،الظَّن بِه اءسا نم نلُومي فَال ةملتُّهل هنَفْس ضرع نم.

Whoever engages himself in situations of accusation should not blame those who have a bad idea about
him. Whoever conceals his secrets will have public decisions in his hand.12

Imam al-Ridha (‘a) is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying:

.اتَّقُوا مواقف الريبِ، وال يقفن احدُكم مع امه ف الطَّرِيق، فَانَّه لَيس كل احدٍ يعرِفُها

Avoid situations that bring about ill reputation. Avoid stopping even with your mothers in public places,
because not everyone knows that this woman is your mother.13

B. Another example is relations that arouse accusations of doctrinal, ideological, or political deviation,
such as accompanying, sitting with, studying under, and receiving from people who are heretical or
aberrant. Some traditions warn against this.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:



:لَّمسو هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر قَالو .منْهدٍ ماحونْدَ النَّاسِ كونُوا عَفَت موهسالتُج الو ،الْبِدَع لهوا ابحتَص ال
هقَرِينو هيلخَل دِين َلع ءرالْم.

Do not accompany heretics and do not participate in their sessions, lest people equate you with them.
The Messenger of Allah (S) has said, “Man follows the religion of his friend and companion.”14

(2) Keeping away from wicked associates

It is advisable to keep away from wicked individuals known for corruptive behavior. By accompanying
such individuals, nothing is gained except harm and grievance. Besides, one is influenced by the
company one keeps.

Imam ‘Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

انْظُروا من تُحادِثُونَ، فَانَّه لَيس من احدٍ ينْزِل بِه الْموت اال مثّل لَه اصحابه الَ اله، فَانْ كانُوا خياراً فَخياراً، وانْ
هتونْدَ مع لَه لْتّثتُم الا وتمدٌ يحا سلَياراً، وراراً فَشرانُوا شك.

Inspect those with whom you exchange discourses. At the hour of death, Almighty Allah will display
everyone’s companions before him. If righteous was their companion, they will be shown righteousness,
but if evil was their companion, they will be shown evil. At the hour of everyone’s death, I will be shown
to him, too.15

Imam al-Ridha (‘a) is reported to have said:

.قَال عيس علَيه السالم: انَّ صاحب الشَّرِ يعدِي، وقَرِين السوء يردِي، فَانْظُر من تُقَارِنُ

Jesus (‘a) said: Truly, an evil companion infects and a wicked associate leads to perdition. So, inspect
those whom you keep company with.16

On the other hand, associations with such corrupt individuals may be acceptable when the purpose is to
guide them to the truth or to achieve a private legal interest that is intended for a worldly or religious
benefit.

Wicked associates mentioned in traditions by descriptions or qualities are the following:

A. Those morally deviated from the path of religion, such as corrupt (sinful) people, liars, those who
break off family ties, stingy people, cowards, and foolish people.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the following:



،قمحاالالْفَاجِرِ، و اجِنالْم :ثَةاخَاةَ ثَالوم نَّبتَجنْ يا ملسلْمل غنْبي :قَال رنْبدَ الْمعذَا صا يننموالْم يرمانَ اك
تُهبقَارمادِكَ، وعمكَ ورِ دِينما َلينُكَ ععي الو ،ثْلَهونَ مَنْ تا بحيو ،لَهعلَكَ ف ِنيزفَي الْفَاجِر اجِنا الْممذَّابِ. فَاْالو
لَونْكَ وع وءفِ السرصل جري الرٍ، وكَ بِخَيلَيع يرشي ال نَّهفَا قمحا االماكَ. ولَيع ارع هجخْرمو دْخَلُهمةٌ، ووقَسو فَاءج
اجهدَ نَفْسه، وربما اراد منْفَعتَكَ فَضركَ، فَموتُه خَير من حياته، وسوتُه خَير من نُطْقه، وبعدُه خَير من قُربِه. واما
نَّها َّتا، حهثْلى مخْرا بِاطَّهدُوثَةً محا َفْنا الَّمك .دِيثكَ الْحلَيا لنْقيدِيثَكَ وح لنْقي .شيع هعكَ مىنهي ال نَّهفَا ذَّابْال
منْفُسوا الانْظُرو هدُورِ. فَاتَّقُوا الالص ف مخَائالس نْبِتفَي ةدَاوالنَّاسِ بِالْع نيب ِقفَريو ،دَّقصا يدْقِ فَمبِالص دِّثحي.

Whenever he ascended the minbar (to deliver a speech), Imam ‘Ali (‘a) would say, “A Muslim should
avoid befriending three categories of people: the sinful, the foolish, and the liars. The sinful shows you
his evil acts as good deeds, wants you to be like him, and does not assist you in the affairs of your
religion and your life to come. It is offensive and arduous to befriend such an individual whose visit to
you brings you dishonor. The foolish can neither advise you nor save you from any problem even if he
does his best. Moreover, he may harm you although he intends to benefit you. His death is better than
his life, his silence is better than his words, and his remoteness is better than his closeness. The liar
deprives you of any pleasurable association. He tells others of your conduct and relates the conduct of
others to you. Whenever he finishes telling one lie, he invents another so much so that even his true
statements seem untrue. He sows enmity between people to plant malice in their hearts. Fear Allah and
consider your own good.17

B. The socially ignoble and lowly, mentally and culturally retarded, such as the insane, the idiot, the
mean, the timorous, the vile, the uncivilized, and the illegitimate.

‘Ammar ibn Musa has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) advised him saying:

يا عمار، انْ كنْت تُحب انْ تَستَتب لَكَ النّعمةُ، وتَمل لَكَ الْمروءةُ، وتَصلُح لَكَ الْمعيشَةُ فَال تُشَارِكِ الْعبِيدَ والسفْلَةَ
.ف امرِكَ، فَانَّهم انِ اىتَمنْتَهم خَانُوكَ، وانْ حدَّثُوكَ كذَبوكَ، وانْ نُبت خَذَلُوكَ، وانْ وعدُوكَ اخْلَفُوكَ

O ‘Ammar, if you want graces to be poured on you constantly, manliness to be perfected for you, and
livelihood to be stable for you, you must not share your affairs with servants and the lowly. If you entrust
them with anything, they will betray you; if they speak to you, they will lie to you; if you are exposed to a
misfortune, they will let you down; and if they promise you anything, they will fail to fulfill it.

‘Ammar ibn Musa has also reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying:

غْضبارِ، وربالل نارِ زَيربالارِ لالْفُج غْضبارِ، ورباليلَةٌ لارِ فَضربالارِ لالْفُج بحارِ، وربالل ابارِ ثَوربالارِ لرباال بح
.االبرارِ للْفُجارِ خزي علَ الْفُجارِ

The love of the righteous for the righteous is a reward for the righteous. The love of the sinful for the
righteous is a merit for the righteous. The hatred of the sinful for the righteous is adornment for the



righteous. The hatred of the righteous for the sinful is disgrace for the sinful.18

The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said:

ِابرعاالو َِنوِلْدُ الزنُونُ وجالْمو صرباالو ذُومجالٍ: الْمح لك َلونَ عتَنَبجةٌ يسخَم.

The following five categories of people must be avoided under all circumstances: (1) the leprous, (2) the
mycobacterial,19 (3) the insane, (4) the illegitimately born, and (5) the uncivilized.20

(3) Keeping Away from Those of Forbidden Occupations

Traditions have also warned against associating with people who work in forbidden occupations and
corrupt jobs and mock at religious laws and the manners of Islam, such as those mentioned in the
following traditions:

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported his fathers (‘a) as saying:

قْذِفرِ الَّذِي يالشَّاع َلعرِ، ودِ الْخَمائوم َلعو ،هطغَائ َلع لجالرو انرالنَّصو ودِيهالْي :هِملَيع لَّمسي تَّةٌ الس
.الْمحصنَاتِ، وعلَ الْمتَفَهِين بِسبِ االمهاتِ

The following six categories of people must not be saluted: (1) the Jews, (2) the Nazerites, (3) men while
discharging excrement, (4) men sitting at tables where wine is served, (5) poets who traduce honorable
women, and (6) those who mock the mothers of other people.21

Seemingly, salutation in the previous tradition means the traditional salutation of Islam (i.e. salam).
However, to salute these categories of people with other forms of greetings (such as good morning and
the like) is permissible.

Similarly, al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah has reported Imam ‘Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) as saying:

ستَّةٌ ال ينْبغ انْ يسلَّم علَيهِم: الْيهود والنَّصارى، واصحاب النَّردِ والشُّطْرنْج، واصحاب الْخَمرِ والْبربط والطَّنْبورِ،
اءرالشُّعاتِ، وهماال ِبونَ بِسهَتَفالْمو.

The following six categories of people must not be saluted: (1) the Jews and the Nazerites, (2) those
playing backgammon and chess, (3) those addicted to intoxicants, (4) those playing lutes and mandolins,
(4) those who mock the mothers of others, and (5) poets.22

Apparently, poets mentioned in the previous traditions are intended to mean exclusively those who
traduce honorable women or violate the religious laws and regulations, such as poets who praise
tyrannical rulers and corrupt people. This exclusiveness is deduced from the Holy Qur'an that reads:



الَّذِين لُونَ (226) افْعي  اقُولُونَ مي منَّهاونَ (225) وهِيمادٍ يو لك ف منَّها تَر لَمالْغَاۇونَ (224) ا مهتَّبِعي اءرالشُّعو
آمنُوا وعملُوا الصالحاتِ وذَكروا اله كثيرا وانْتَصروا من بعدِ ما ظُلموا وسيعلَم الَّذِين ظَلَموا اي منْقَلَبٍ ينْقَلبونَ
227))

As for poets, the erring people follow them. Have you not seen how they stray in every valley?
And, how they say that which they do not do, save those who believe and do good works, and
remember Allah much, and vindicate themselves after they have been wronged. Those who do
wrong will come to know by what a great reverse they will be overturned. (26:224-227)

(4) Keeping Away from Those Afflicted by Infectious Diseases

Other traditions have warned against associating with those afflicted by infectious diseases, as has been
noticed in a previously mentioned narration as well as the following one.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), in the famous tradition of prohibitions (hadith al-manahi), is reported to has said:

اعذِر قَدْر نَهيبو نَهيونَ بنْ يا الذُوماً اجم لجالر مّلنْ يا رِهكو.

It is recommended for men to speak to a leprous individual from a distance of one arm between them.

He (‘a) is also reported to have said:

.فُر من الْمجذُوم فَراركَ من االسدِ

Flee from the leprous as you flee from a lion.23

Reinforcing the Social Structure

At the level of reinforcing the social structure, we will notice a number of principles and methods, in
addition to the previously cited ones, confirmed by Islam in general and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in particular.
These principles are as follows:

Holding Meetings

Seeing it as one of the most favorable methods of strengthening the construction of the virtuous
community, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established organized meetings purposed to discuss religious and
worldly affairs, because such meetings produce numerous beneficial consequences in the fields of
religion, spirituality, and morality. These meetings were regarded as motivation for drawing near to
Almighty Allah and as a form of invigorating the affairs of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in addition to being
opportunities to relax and beg for forgiveness for sins. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) expressed love for all such



meetings and their wish to have personally participated in them.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

دْتُمشا ربِه خَذْتُمنْ اضٍ، فَاعب َلع مضعب فّطادِيثُنَا تُعحانَا، وادِيثحراً الذِكو ،مِقُلُوبل اءيحا متارزِي نَّ فوا فَاراوتَز
يمزَع ماتنَا بِنَجاا وفَخُذُوا بِه ،تُمَلهو لَلْتُما ضوهتُمكنْ تَراو ،تُمونَجو.

(I advise you to) exchange visits, for such visits activate your hearts and make you mention our
discourses. Verily, our discourses lead you to sympathize with one another. If you apply them to
yourselves, you will be guided to the truth and you will be saved. However, if you abandon them, you will
then be misled and steered towards perdition. So, apply our discourses and I guarantee your
deliverance.24

In addition to the account of Shaykh al-Kulayni, reporting Maysir as mentioned on page 46 there are
other traditions, such as the following:

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

ٍشَر ناذُوا متَعنِ اسانُوا، ومرٍ اا بِخَيوعنْ دفَا ،مثْلُهم ةئالالْم نم رضح الداً ااعفَص يننموالْم نثَةٌ مثَال عتَما اجم
.دعۇا اله ليصرِفَه عنْهم، وانْ سالُوا حاجةً شَفَعوا الَ اله وسالُوه قَضاءها

Whenever three or more faithful believers meet, angels of their same number are surely present with
them. When they (i.e. the believers) pray, the angels support their prayers; when they seek Almighty
Allah’s protection against an evil, the angels pray to Him to ward off that evil from them; and when they
beseech Him for a request, the angels intercede on their behalf and pray to Him to respond.25

Mu’attab, Imam al-Sadiq’s manumitted slave, has reported that he heard his master saying to Dawud
ibn Sarhan:

رتَغْفسلَكٌ يا ممثَهنَّ ثَالنَا، فَارما ارفَتَذَاك آخَر عم عتَمداً إجبع هال محر :قُولا ّناو ،مالالس ّنع الوغْ ملبا ،اۇدا دي
نَّ فرِ، فَالُوا بِالذِّكفَاشْتَغ تُمعتَمذَا اجةَ، فَاالئا الْمبِهِم َالتَع هال اهب الرِنَا اذِك َلاثْنَانِ ع عتَما اجما، وملَه
.اجتماعم ومذَاكرتم احياءنَا، وخَير النَّاسِ بعدَنَا من ذَاكر بِامرِنَا ودعا الَ ذِكرِنَا

O Dawud, convey my greetings to my adherents and tell them that I say: May Allah have mercy upon a
servant (of Him) who meets with another servant and talks about us. Verily, the third of them will be an
angel imploring Almighty Allah to forgive them. Whenever two persons meet to mention us, Almighty
Allah will certainly praise them before the angels. Hence, whenever you meet, you must engage in
mentioning us. Verily, your meetings and your mention of our affairs revives our Leadership. The best of
all people after us are those who exchange views about our affairs and call others to mention us.26



Khaythamah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying to him:

ابلغْ موالينَا السالم واوصهِم بِتَقْوى اله الْعظيم، وانْ يعود غَنيهم علَ فَقيرِهم، وقَوِيهم علَ ضعيفهِم، وانْ يشْهدَ
.حيهم جنَازَةَ ميِتهِم، وانْ يتَالقَوا ف بيوتهِم، فَانَّ ف لقَاء بعضهِم بعضاً حياةً ألَمرِنَا. رحم اله عبداً احيا امرنَا

Convey my compliments to my loyalists and advise them to show reverence to Almighty Allah: the rich
among them must help the poor, the powerful must help the weak, the living must attend the funeral
ceremonies of the dead, and they must assemble at their homes, for such meetings keep our issue
alive. May Allah have mercy upon a servant who keeps our Leadership alive.27

Shu’ayb al-’Aqarqufi has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying to his companions:

وهيحانَا ورموا ارتَذَاكا وقَوتَالوا وراوتَز .ينماحتَرم ينلاصتَوم ،هال ف ِينابتَحةً مررةً بخْوونُوا اكو هتَّقُوا الا.

Be in awe of Almighty Allah and be devout brethren-in-faith who love each other for the sake of
Almighty Allah, meet each other constantly, and have mercy on one another. Always exchange visits,
meet each other, mention our Leadership, and keep it alive.28

Sincerity in Dealing with Muslims

The Holy Imams (‘a) taught their followers to act sincerely towards Muslims, to perform their duties
towards them honestly, to advise them, to accept their advice, and to thank them when they inform them
of their defects.

This principle is undoubtedly one of the most effective courses in reinforcing relations among individuals
and firming up an unshakable foundation based on a sense of responsibility, mutual trust, and
exchanging opinions to reach the truth.

Moreover, these principles must be applied according to the principle of wisdom and fair exhortation.29

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

هحنَاصنْ يا نموالْم َلع نمولْمل جِبي.

Sincerity in treatment is a duty imposed upon a faithful believer towards other faithful believers.30

He (‘a) is also reported to have said:

.يجِب للْمومن علَ الْمومن النَّصيحةُ لَه ف الْمشْهدِ والْمغيبِ



It is obligatory upon every faithful believer to deal with the other faithful believers with sincerity, be they
present or absent.31

The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said:

ينملسالْم ةماعجلو الدِّين ةمىالو هولسرلو هةٌ… ليحنَص الدِّين.

True religiousness is to act sincerely…towards Almighty Allah, His Messenger, the leaders of the
religion, and the community of Muslims.32

Abu’l-’Udays has reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) advised him saying:

.يا صالح، اتَّبِع من يبيكَ وهو لَكَ نَاصح، وال تَتَّبِع من يضحكَ وهو لَكَ غَاش، وستَرِدونَ علَ اله جميعاً فَتَعلَمونَ

O Salih, follow him who causes you to weep and acts towards you with sincerity, but do not follow him
who makes you laugh but is cheating you. When you all will be gathered by Allah, you will be made to
know the truth.33

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported as saying:

ِوبيع َلدَى اها نم َلا انخْوا بحا.

The dearest of my friends to me is he who reveals my defects to me.34

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying:

نولِ مقَبو ،هنَفْس نم ظاعوو ،لجو زع هال نم يقفالٍ: تَوصثِ خثَال َلةُ ااجالْح بِهو لَةصخ نع نموالْم تَغْنسي ال
هحنْصي.

A faithful believer is not complete when in need of three characteristics: (1) Divine aid, (2) self-
exhortation, and (3) acceptance of one who advises him.35

Mutual compassion, sympathy, and visiting

The Holy Imams (‘a) ordered their followers to exchange feelings of compassion, kindness, and
closeness and to exchange visits, because the emotional and spiritual aspects in building good social
relations are the most important elements in strengthening and establishing a firm foundation for these
relations.



The virtuous community that included the companions of the Holy Prophet (S) are described in the Holy
Qur'an as:

29) منَهيب اءمحفَّارِ رْال َلع دَّاءشا)

…harsh against the unbelievers, compassionate among themselves. (48:29)

54) يننموالْم َلع ذِلَّةا)

… humble towards the believers… (5:54)

(والْمومنُونَ والْمومنَات بعضهم اولياء بعض (71

As for the believing men and the believing women, they are guardians of each other. (9:71)

An independent chapter has been dedicated to this principle in the book of Wasa'il al-Shi’ah. Let us now
refer to some traditions that demonstrate this principle, reference to which has been made on various
occasions in the previous books of this series.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

َلاقُدِ عالتَّعو لاصالتَّو ف ادهتاإلج ينملسالْم َلع قحيو .خُونُهي الو خْذُلُهي الو همظْلي ؛ الملسخُو الْما ملسالْم
مَنيب اءمحر ،لجو زع هال مكرما امونُوا كَت َّتضٍ حعب َلع هِمضعاطُفِ بتَعو ةاجالْح لَهاةُ ألاسوالْماطُفِ والتَّع
هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السدِ رهع َلارِ عنْصاال شَرعم هلَيع ضا مم َلع مرِهما نم مْنع ا غَابمل ينغْتَمم ينماحتَرم
لَّمسو هآلو.

Muslims are brothers to each other. They neither wrong, nor disappoint, nor betray each other. The
duties that are incumbent on Muslims towards each other are to exert effort in communication, agree on
mutual sympathy, treat the needy as they treat themselves, and empathize with one another. If you
abide by this, you will be exactly as Almighty Allah has ordered you to be; compassionate and merciful
towards one another and feeling regretful when missing any opportunity to help your brethren-in-faith,
just like the conduct of the Ansar during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah (S).36

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said:

.رحم اله امرا الَّف بين وليين لَنَا. يا معشَر الْمومنين، تَآلَفُوا وتَعاطَفُوا



May Allah have mercy upon a person who reconciles two of our adherents. O group of believers, adopt
manners of affinity with each other and have sympathy for each other.37

Restoring Estranged Parties to Friendly Relations

Traditions reported from the Holy Imams (‘a) urge reconciliation and describe it as even better than the
performance of prayers and observance of fasting in general. Other traditions have underscored the
significance and merits of conciliation, showing its great contribution to solidifying and consolidating
general social relations among people and removing all barriers and differences that hinder concord and
harmony in societies.

In their books of practical laws, master jurisprudents have dedicated an independent chapter to
reconciliation (Kitab al-Sulh) in which they mention in detail the traditions and laws on this topic.

According to a validly reported tradition, Imam ‘Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) and Imam al-
Sadiq (‘a) are reported to have said:

نيبِدِينَار دَّقتَصنْ اا نم َلا بحا ناثْنَي نيب حلصا نلَى.

To make peace between two estranged persons is more favorable to me than to give two (golden)
Dinars as alms.38

Imam ‘Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is also reported to have said:

.صدَقَةٌ يحبها اله اصالح بين النَّاسِ اذَا تَفَاسدُوا، وتَقَارب بينَهم اذَا تَباعدُوا

The alms that Almighty Allah prefers is reconciling estranged parties and drawing close those who have
been alienated from one another.39

In his final instructive will to his two sons (Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn (‘a)), Imam ‘Ali the
Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said:

اوصيما وجميع وِلْدِي واهل ومن بلَغَه كتَابِ بِتَقْوى اله ونُظْم امرِكم وصالح ذَاتِ بينم، فَانّ سمعت جدَّكما
اميالصو ةالالص ةامع نم لفْضا نيذَاتِ الْب حالص :قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر.

I advise you (both) and all my children and members of my family and everyone whom my writing
reaches to fear Allah, to keep your affairs in order, and to maintain good relations among yourselves, for
I have heard your grandfather (the Holy Prophet (S)) saying, “Improvement of mutual differences is
better than general prayers and fasting.”40



Abu-Hanifah, the cameleer of pilgrims, has reported the following:

One day, my son-in-law and I were engaged in a dispute about inheritance when al-Mufadhdhal (ibn
‘Umar) passed by us. He paused for a considerable time and then invited us to his house. When we
went there, he reconciled us by giving us four hundred Dirhams from his own money. When both of us
gave him our word that we would not continue our dispute, al-Mufadhdhal said, “In fact, these Dirhams
are not from my personal fortune; rather, Abu-’Abdullah (Imam al-Sadiq) (‘a) ordered me to reconcile
any two of our faith whom I would see disputing about a matter.”41

In addition, although telling lies is one of the gravest forbidden acts, the Holy Legislator has permitted it
in peacemaking and disallowed telling the truth if it would cause alienation between disputing believers.

Hence, telling lies may be permitted when it is intended to restore two believing parties to friendly
relations with one another or to dissolve their differences and disputations. However, telling lies in such
situations is contingent upon certain stipulations and circumstances.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S) said:

:دْقالص يهِنف حقْبثَةٌ يثَالالنَّاسِ، و نيب حالصاالتَكَ، وجدَتُكَ زَوعبِ، ورالْح يدَةُ فالْم :ذِبْال يهِنف نسحثَةٌ يثَال
.النَّميمةُ، واخْباركَ الرجل عن اهله بِما يرهه، وتَذِيبكَ الرجل عن الْخَبرِ

Telling a lie is acceptable only in three situations: as a stratagem of battle, when making promises to
one’s wife, and for restoring friendly relations among people. Telling the truth is reproached in three
situations: when the truth is malicious, when informing a husband about what he would not like to hear
about his wife, and when denouncing a person’s news to be a lie.42

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

نم تعمس :فَتَقُول هنَفْس ِثفَتُخَب لُغُهبماً يالك لجالر نم عمالنَّاسِ. تَس نيب حالصاو ،ذِبكو ،دْقثَةٌ: صثَال مالْال
نْهم تَهعما سم فالذَا خكذَا ورِ كالْخَي نيكَ مف نٍ قَالفُال.

Speech is of three categories: telling the truth, telling lies, and reconciliation between people…which
means that if you hear some words from a party that may enrage the another party, you should inform
the other party of the opposite of these evil words.43

Respect of Neighbors and Consolidation of the Social Structure

The traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) continually emphasize respecting one’s neighbors and treating them
as special, since this principle plays a vital role in reinforcing the structure of society. There are two
natural types of relationships: one of them is with neighbors and the other, which is more important, is



with family. As a general and practical rule, the more neighbors cooperate with each other the more
comfortable, stable, and secure the entire society becomes.

Preventive Procedures

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) advised taking a number of practical, preventive measures to reinforce social
relations, including the following:

A. Avoid incurring the rancor, animosity, malevolence, disputation, and detestation of people

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

ِزبِالْع بتَذْهةَ وروالْع فشَا تنَّهةَ النَّاسِ، فَاشَارماكَ ويا :ل هلقَو رفَآخ ،ظَنعو القَطُّ ا يلئربج تَانا ام.

Every time (Archangel) Gabriel came to me, he would exhort me. The last thing he said to me was the
following: Beware of incurring the hostility of people, because this will unveil the hidden and remove
dignity.44

The Holy Prophet (S) is also reported to have said:

قَةَ الدِّينالح نَلرِ، وقَةَ الشَّعالح نعا قَةَ. الالاغُضِ الْحالتَّب نَّ فا الا.

Most certainly, provoking the disrespect of people is the genuine shaver. It does not shave the hair, but
the faith.45

B. Responding to greetings and salutations, replying to messages and letters and exchanging
letters as a substitute of visits and meetings

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

هولسبِرو هبِال َلوا مالادِي بِالسالْبو ،مالالس ِدوبِ رۇجك اجِبتَابِ وْابِ الوج در.

Replying to messages is as obligatory as responding to greetings and salutations. He who takes the
initiative of offering salutation is more favorable in the view of Almighty Allah and His Messenger.46

He (‘a) is also reported as saying:

اتُبَّفَرِ التالس فو ،اۇررِ التَّزضالْح انِ فخْواال نيب لاصالتَّو.



In homelands, exchanging visits is a means of association. In travel, correspondence is the means of
association.47

C. Fulfilling promises, even if it takes a whole year

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

.من كانَ يومن بِاله والْيوم اآلخرِ فَلْيفِ اذَا وعدَ

He who believes in Almighty Allah and in the Day of Resurrection must fulfill his promise.48

D. Specific restrictions while choosing trustworthy friends

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

الصدَاقَةُ محدُودةٌ، فَمن لَم تَن فيه تلْكَ الْحدُود فَال تَنْسبه الَ كمالِ الصدَاقَة، ومن لَم ين فيه شَء من تلْكَ الْحدُودِ
،نَهنَكَ شَيشَيو ،نَهنَكَ زَيى زَيرنْ يةُ ايالثَّاندَةٌ، واحلَكَ و تُهينالعو تُهرِيرونَ سَنْ تا الُهوا .دَاقَةالص َلا هبتَنْس فَال
والثَّالثَةُ انْ ال يغَيِره عنْكَ مال وال وِاليةٌ، والرابِعةُ انْ ال يمنَعكَ شَيئاً مما تَصل الَيه مقْدِرتُه، والْخَامسةُ انْ ال يسلّمكَ
.عنْدَ النَّباتِ

Friendship is restricted to certain qualifications. Whoever does not have these qualifications completely
cannot be a perfect friend, and whoever lacks all of these qualifications cannot be a friend. The first of
these qualifications is that the friend’s inward and outward appearances must be the same. The second
is that he must consider that which benefits his friend is also to his own benefit and that which harms his
friend is harmful for him, also. The third is that neither wealth nor position must cause him to change his
relationship with his friend. The fourth is that he must not prevent his friend from enjoying anything that
is under his control. The fifth is that he must not let his friend down in misfortunes.49

E. Maintenance of equilibrium in relations

In the coming discussion of control over passions, we will mention some traditions recommending
maintenance of equilibrium in social relations so that mutual decorum and respect remains intact and
relations do not disintegrate. For example, confiding excessively in one another can lead to
disappointment on both sides. Additional instructions and recommendations come under the title of
‘Laws of Social Association.

Consultation: Restrictions and Outcomes

It is necessary to mention the subject of consultation and display some of its laws, limits, and outcomes
because consultation is a significant foundation of social structure and an important goal of social
relations.



Significance of Consultation

Islam and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have imparted a special significance to the question of consultation in their
concept of government50 and social relations.

In his book of al-Mahasin, al-Barqi has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
saying:

مشَاورةُ الْعاقل النَّاصح رشْدٌ ويمن وتَوفيق من اله، فَاذَا اشَار علَيكَ النَّاصح الْعاقل فَاياكَ والْخالف فَانَّ ف ذَلكَ
طَبالْع.

Seeking the counsel of the reasonable well-wisher is a sign of judiciousness, being blessed, and
guidance to success by Almighty Allah; so, if a reasonable, well-wishing man gives you any advice,
beware of defiance lest you come upon destruction.51

According to another narration also cited in the previous book, Imam al-Baqir is reported to have said:

ثَرتَالَكَ اسم نمتُدَانُ، و ا تَدِينمكو ،ربكاال توالْم الْفَقْرو ،نْدَمي رتَشسي ال نطُرٍ: مسةُ اعبرا اةرالتَّو ف.

In the Torah are the following four lines (of wisdom): He who does not seek the advice of others will
surely regret. Poverty is the greatest death. If you subjugate, you will surely be subjugated. He who
holds a position of leadership will surely act arbitrarily.52

Imam ‘Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have said:

ةالْهِدَاي نيةُ عشَارتاإلس.

Consultation is the very core of true guidance.53

To acquaint ourselves with the significance of consultation, we shall cite the following points that have
been pointed out by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a):

Power and Backing

Consultation is the best support for man in his activities and advancement. It is therefore an actual
reliable power in social relations.

In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) instructed Imam ‘Ali the
Commander of the Faithful (‘a) by saying:



الو ةرشَاوالْم نم نسحةَ ارظَاهم البِ وجالْع نم شحودَةَ اوِح الو قْلالْع نم دوعا الم الو لهالْج نشَدُّ ما فَقْر ال
.عقْل كالتَّدْبِيرِ وال حسب كحسن الْخُلُق وال عبادةَ كالتَّفَرِ

No poverty is harsher than ignorance, no fortune better than the intellect, no loneliness drearier than
pride, no victory like counseling, no intellect like moderation, no lineage like good manners, and no
worship like pondering (over things).54

Confirming this fact, Imam ‘Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have said:

ةرشَاوالْمك ظَهِير البِ، ودكاال اثيرم الو ،لهالْجك فَقْر الو ،قْلالْعك َنغ ال.

No wealth is comparable to intelligence, no poverty comparable to ignorance, no heritage comparable to
good manners, and no support comparable to consultation.55

Determination and Perseverance

Consultation reflects resolve and determination because one who counsels with others naturally feels
tranquil, steadfast, and eager to do the act for which he has sought consultation.

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers (‘a) that the Holy Prophet (S) was once
asked to define perseverance. He answered:

مهاعبّاتيِ واةُ ذَوِي الررشَاوم.

Perseverance is to consult with the judicious people and then follow their advice.

The Best Way to Understand Reality

Consultation is the best way to get to know reality and truth. Through consultation, man gains insight into
reality. The objective, unbiased, selfless opinions of experienced people make him adopt a certain view,
position, or action.

Traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) stress this fact. For instance, Imam ‘Ali (‘a) is reported to have said:

.من استَبدَّ بِرايِه هلَكَ، ومن شَاور الرِجال شَاركها ف عقُولها

He who acts solely according to his own opinion will be ruined, and he who consults other people shares
in their understanding.56



ةالْهِدَاي نيةُ عشَارتاإلس.

Consultation is the very core of true guidance.57

Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

الدِّين دَةٌ ففْسم لاقالْع رِعخَالَفَةَ الْونَّ مفَا فالالْخاكَ ويارٍ، وبِخَي الا رماي ال نَّهرِعَ فَاالِ الْوِجالر نم لاقرِ الْعتَشسا
.والدُّنْيا

Seek the advice of the reasonable and pious men, because they order you to good. Beware of defying
them, because to defy reasonable and pious men brings about corruption in religious and worldly
affairs.58

Teaching Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah to seek consultation and take advantage of the opinions of
reasonable people in order to attain the truth and arrive at the most apposite solution, Imam ‘Ali (‘a) is
reported to have said the following in his instructive words to his son:

نم هبِنَفْس ابِ. قَدْ خَاطَريتاإلر نا مدَهعباابِ، ووالص نا مهبقْرا اخْتَر ضٍ، ثُمعب َلا اهضعالِ بِجالر اءآر ممضا
الْخَطَأ عاقوم رِفع اءاآلر وهۇج لتَقْباس نمو ،يِهابِر َتَغْناس.

Compare different opinions of men with each other and then choose the one closest to reality and
remotest from suspicion… He who depends solely upon his opinion takes risks, and he who receives
different opinions will certainly learn to recognize erroneous ways.59

Characteristics of Advisers

According to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), persons whose advice is sought and opinions considered must be:

• Religious, pious, devout, and God-fearing

• Sincere in advising

• Wise and experienced

• Able to keep a confidence

• Moderate in personal moral standards (i.e., not characterized by stinginess, cowardice, or avarice)

• Upright in social circumstances

• Moderate in emotion60



Let us now cite a set of traditions mentioning the characteristics of advisers:

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

مهبنَ رخْشَوي الَّذِين مرِكما وا فيرتَشإس.

In your affairs, seek the advice of those who fear their Lord.61

Imam ‘Ali (‘a) is reported to have said:

هخَافُونَ الي كَ الَّذِيندِيثح ف شَاوِر.

In your affairs, seek the advice of those who fear Allah.62

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

،هال خْذِلْهي كَ لَمذَل لذَا فَعا نَّها امعٌ؟ اروو دِين لَه الاقع الجر يرتَشسنْ يا بِه لَه لبق ا الم هلَيع درذَا وا مدَكحا نَعما يم
هال َلا ابِهقْراورِ ومرِ االبِخَي اهمرو ،هال هفَعري لب.

What prevents you, when you encounter an unbearable problem, from counseling with a wise, religious
and pious man? If you do so, Almighty Allah will never disappoint you, but will raise you and lead you to
the best solution and the one closest to Him.63

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said:

.ا لَههتنْفَعم نم ثَركيرِ اتَشسالْم َلا عتُهرضم انَتك الاا ودُودِها بِحفَهرع نا، فَمدُودِهبِح الونُ اَت ةَ الشُورنَّ الْما
فَاولُها انْ يونَ الَّذِي تُشَاوِره عاقال، والثَّانيةُ انْ يونَ حراً متَدَيِناً، والثَّالثَةُ انْ يونَ صدِيقاً مواخياً، والرابِعةُ انْ
تُطْلعه علَ سرِكَ فَيونُ علْمه بِه كعلْمكَ بِنَفْسكَ، ثُم يسر ذَلكَ ويتُمه. فَانَّه اذَا كانَ عاقال إنْتَفَعت بِمشُورته، واذَا كانَ
حراً متَدَيِناً جهدَ نَفْسه ف النَّصيحة لَكَ، واذَا كانَ صدِيقاً مواخياً كتَم سركَ اذَا اطْلَعتَه علَيه، واذَا اطْلَعتَه علَ سرِكَ
.فَانَ علْمه بِه كعلْمكَ بِه تَمتِ الْمشُورةُ وكملَتِ النَّصيحةُ

Actually, seeking advice must be within limits, so if one ignores (or violates) these limits, the harm will be
more than the benefit. The first of these limits is that the consultant must be wise. The second is that he
must be honorable and religious. The third is that he must be a brotherly friend. The fourth is that when
you tell him about your secret, he must know it exactly as you know it and then he must keep it in
confidence. If the consultant is wise, you will then benefit from his advice. If he is honorable and
religious, he will make all possible efforts to give you the best advice. If he is a brotherly friend, then he
will conceal your secret after you reveal it to him. If he knows your situation well, then he will give perfect



counsel and advice.64

Imam al-Ridha (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that Imam ‘Ali (‘a) quoted the Holy
Prophet (S) as saying to him:

نَّهرِيصاً فَانَّ حتُشَاوِر الكَ، وتغَاي نبِكَ ع رقَصي نَّهفَا يالخنَّ بتُشَاوِر الو ،جخْركَ الْملَيع ِقيضي نَّهاناً فَابنَّ جتُشَاوِر ال
الظَّن وءا سهعمجةٌ يغَرِيز صرالْحو خْلالْبو نبنَّ الْجا لَماعا. وهلَكَ شَر ِنيزي.

Never counsel with a coward because they narrow the possibilities in your eyes. Never counsel with the
niggardly because they hamper you from attaining your goal. Never counsel with the greedy because
they beautify evil in your eyes. Be it known that cowardice, niggardliness, and greed are inclinations that
when gathered give a false idea about things.65

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported from his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S) instructed Imam ‘Ali (‘a),
saying:

يا عل، لَيس علَ النّساء جمعةٌ. وال تُولَّ الْقَضاء، وال تُستَشَار. يا عل، سوء الْخُلُق شُوم، وطَاعةُ الْمراة نَدَامةٌ. يا
ةارانِ الْمسل فَف ءَش ف مانَ الشُّونْ كا ،لع.

O ‘Ali, women are not required to attend the Friday Congregational Prayers…They must not hold the
office of chief justice and their guidance must not be sought. O ‘Ali, ill manners are inauspicious and
obedience to women brings remorse. O ‘Ali, if inauspiciousness is found in something, it will be found on
the tongues of women.66

According to another narration of a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet
(S) as saying:

.اعصوهن ف الْمعروفِ قَبل انْ يامرنَم بِالْمنْرِ، وتَعوذُوا بِاله من شرارِهن وكونُوا من خيارِهن علَ حذَرٍ

Do not listen to women in right things lest they enjoin you to do wrong things. Ask Allah’s protection
against evil women and be cautious of the good ones.67

Duties of Advisers

The previous narration shows that it is imperative for an adviser to be honest and sincere in giving
advice and exert all possible effort to guide towards the truth and actuality. A tradition holds that an
adviser is a trustee.68

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said:



هيار هال هلَبيِ ساالر ضحم هحنْصي فَلَم خَاها تَشَاراس نم.

If one whose advice is sought by his brother-in-faith does not give the best advice, Almighty Allah will
deprive him of good reason.69

In addition to honesty and sincerity, an adviser is required to conceal the secrets of the advice-seeker,
as is understood from the Holy Imam’s statement, “An adviser is a trustee.”

The previous discussion sufficiently proves that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) highlighted seeking advice in the
field of social relations as being most important.

Equality and Fraternity

These features can be clearly found in the various details of the system of social relations. All these
details indicate the fact that equality and fraternity are genuine components for the establishment of
social relations with others.

Other details, including the following have been mentioned so far:

• reinforcing the social structure by holding meetings, exchanging visits, and dealing with others
sympathetically

• rules of commitment to social duties, forbearance, and courtesy in particular

• fulfillment of trusts, testifying for or against others, presence in funeral ceremonies, and visiting sick
people

• forbidding killing of Muslims, seizure of their property, violation of their chastity and family, entering
homes or looking in them before obtaining permission, safeguarding the chastity and dignity of all
Muslims

• prohibition of defamation of character, insulting, backbiting, divulging secrets, imputing dishonor,
wronging, disappointing, ambushing, accusing, frightening, making charges, offending, cursing, and
scrutinizing the flaws of Muslims

• exchanging greetings and trying to be the first to greet, using kind words, respecting, honoring,
meeting others with a smile and good mien, shaking hands, hugging, and kissing others as a sign of
friendliness

Besides the above, Islam has also deemed it forbidden to greet the poor in a way different from greeting
the rich. In this regard, Imam al-Ridha (‘a) is reported to have said:



.من لَق فَقيراً مسلماً فَسلَّم علَيه خالف سالمه علَ الْغَن لَق اله عز وجل يوم الْقيامة وهو علَيه غَضبانَ

Whoever meets a poor Muslim and greets him in a way different from greeting a rich one, will find
Almighty Allah angry with him when he will meet Him on the Day of Resurrection.70

The prohibition against belittling faithful believers because they are poor or humble is another indication
of the significance of social fraternity and equality. In this connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the
Holy Prophet (S) to have said:

تُوبنْ يا الا ةاميالْق موي بِه فتَخسي هالو ،هال قبِح تَخَففَقَدِ اس ملسيرٍ مبِفَق تَخَفاس نم.

He who belittles a poor Muslim has in fact belittled Almighty Allah; therefore, Almighty Allah will belittle
him on the Day of Resurrection unless he repents.71

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said:

قئوسِ الْخَالور َلع ةاميالْق موي هال هرشَه ،فَقْرِهلو دِهذَاتِ ي لَّةقل هتَقَراحناً وموم تَذَلاس نم.

Whoever humiliates and demeans a believer because of his meagerness and poverty, Almighty Allah
shall expose him on the Day of Resurrection before all creatures.72

Imam al-Ridha (‘a) reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S) said:

سلَبدِي، وبِي نْزالْع ِلْبحفاً، وكوم ارمالْح ِوبكربِيدِ، والْع عيضِ مضالْح َلع لكاتِ: االمالْم َّتح نهعدا ال سخَم
.الصوفِ، والتَّسليم علَ الصبيانِ

I will never abandon the following five as long as I am alive: eating with the servants on the ground,
riding beasts of burden unsaddled, milking goats with my own hands, wearing woolen clothes, and
offering salutations to children.73

As has been already mentioned, Islam has deemed all Muslims equal to each other, especially in the
question of marriage. This is another indication of the importance of equality and fraternity in Muslim
society.

Levels of Social Relations

Although the Islamic concept of social relations believes in equality in the content of social relations,
there are certain substantive social reasons imposing different levels in social relations. These levels are
as follows:



Relations of General Courtesy

Relations of General Association

Relations of Special Association

Relations of General Courtesy

Openness in relations, friendliness, forbearance, good association with others, control over personal
sentiments and emotions, charitable behavior and taking the lead in goodness demonstrate a courteous
relationship with all individuals of society.

Relations of General Association

Relations of necessity, or general association, mean the state of association and companionship in
various fields of life, such as earning ones livelihood, traveling, dwelling, being neighbors, studying,
following a profession, etc. In such relations, man understands the natural limits of relations so that he
can benefit from the vital and material advantages of life. Referring to this fact, the Holy Imam (‘a) says:

ميرِهمض نكَ مذَل اءرا وم نتَطْلُب الو ،منْهكَ مذَل نتَقْطَع لَذَّتَكَ، فَال منْهم يبنَّكَ تُصفَا.

Regarding the friends of necessity, you gain from them only your need; therefore, you should not deprive
them of their need. Do not ask them for any other thing.

In relations, it is required to exchange benefits and pleasures:

.وابذِل لَهم ما بذَلُوا لَكَ من طَالقَة الْوجه وحالوة اللّسانِ

Offer them a pleasant countenance and good words as long as they offer you a pleasant countenance
and good words.74

The details concerning this level of relations (relations of necessity) can be found in laws regarding
companionship on journeys and manners with companions,75 relations between employees and
employers, the etiquettes of teaching and learning, the etiquettes of attending meetings, delivering
speeches, and talking with others. In this area, Islam instructs its followers to give seating to the
newcomers, and to stand up, show respect, and address others with their favorite names and titles.

In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (S) to have said:

ِبحبِا وهدْعيو ،هلَيا لَسذَا جسِ الجالْم ف لَه عسويو ،هيذَا لَقبِالْبِشْرِ ا لْقَاهي :ملسالْم يهخال ءرالْم وِد ينّفصي ثثَال



هلَيا اءمساال.

Three things will prove your friendship to your Muslim brother: Welcoming him warmly, making room for
him in meetings when he arrives, and calling him by his dearest names.76

Reported by Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) too, the Holy Prophet (S) said:

اذَا احب احدُكم اخَاه الْمسلم فَلْيسالْه عن اسمه واسم ابِيه واسم قَبِيلَته وعشيرته، فَانَّ من حقّه الْواجِبِ وصدْقِ
قمرِفَةُ حعا مِنَّهفَا الاكَ، وذَل نع لَهاسنْ يا خَاءاال.

If one of you loves his Muslim brother, he must ask him his name, his father’s name, and his tribe’s
name, because this is one of the duties towards one’s brother-in-faith and one of the features of true
fraternity. If you do not do this, your acquaintance will be foolish.77

Islam has also set forth laws about private chatter in public sessions. In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
is reported to have said:

ذِيهويو زِنُهحا يكَ مذَل نَّ فا، فَابِهِماحونَ صاثْنَانِ د منْهم تَنَاجي ثَةً فَالثَال مانَ الْقَوذَا كا.

If there are three persons sitting together, two of them must not talk to one another and leave out the
third because this act saddens and injures him.78

Relations of Special Association

The highest level of relations is the level of reliance, which represents the relations of true friendship and
gives rise to certain duties and rights.

This level of relations specifies the characteristics of true friends, which include: good sense, piety,
trustworthiness, keeping a confidence, supportiveness, generosity, honesty, observance of duties in
general and prayers in particular, and sincerity in fraternal terms aimed at winning Almighty Allah’s
pleasure. The following traditions further amplify this level of association:

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted Imam ‘Ali (‘a) as saying:

ال علَيكَ انْ تَصحب ذَا الْعقْل وانْ لَم تُحمدْ كرمه، ولَن انْتَفع بِعقْله، واحتَرِس من سيِ اخْالقه، وال تَدَعن صحبةَ
قمحاال يماللَّئ نارِ مرالْف لك رافْركَ، وقْلبِع همرِب عانْتَف نَلو ،هقْلبِع عتَنْتَف نْ لَماو رِيمْال.

It is not wrong on your part to accompany wise people even if you are deprived of their generosity; in
fact, you may benefit from their wisdom, but beware of their ill manners. Do not forsake association with



the generous even if deprived of their good sense. You can use your good sense to benefit from their
generosity. Break away from idiots and despicable people.79

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

يثَاقم الةَ وذِم الانَةَ وما الو دَ لَههع دِّثٍ الحم لكاكَ ويادِ، وكَ بِالتَّاللَيع.

Stand by old friends whom you have put to the test, and do not associate with inexperienced persons
who observe neither their promises, nor trusts, nor covenants, nor pledges.80

Special Treatment

We will restrict the following discussion to introducing a few examples of special relations mentioned in
the sections on the laws of association, and other examples mentioned in the sections on the rules and
principles of social relations. These are comparatively limited, yet explain the hypothetical concept of this
topic.

Invoking Blessings on the Holy Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a)

The topic of invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings on the Holy Prophet and his Household (salawat) under
all conditions and circumstances is one obvious expression of this special treatment. In this connection,
we find that to begin any supplicatory prayer by invoking blessings upon the Holy Prophet (S) and his
Household (‘a) results in that supplication receiving a response, because Almighty Allah never rejects a
prayer that is preceded by this invocation. Similarly, Almighty Allah, out of His magnanimity, responds to
any prayer ending with an invocation of His blessings on the Holy Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a).
This fact has been reported from Imam ‘Ali (‘a) who says:

هنَّ التَكَ، فَااجح لس ثُم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولسر َلع ةالالص لَةاسبِم دَاةٌ فَاباجح انَهحبس هال َللَكَ ا انَتذَا كا
.اكرم من انْ يسال حاجتَين فَيقْض احدَاهما ويمنَع االخْرى

If you would like your request to be granted by Almighty Allah, you must begin your prayer with invoking
His blessings on His Messenger (S) and then voice your request, because Almighty Allah is too
generous to respond to a request and reject the other when two requests are placed before Him
together.81

Likewise, it is advisable to attach the convention of praising Almighty Allah immediately after sneezing82
with invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings on the Holy Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a). Moreover, it is
advisable to repeat this invocation of blessings under all conditions, including private matters, as an
expression of taking interest in special treatment.



Ibn Abi-’Umayr has reported on the authority of one of his companions that a man sneezed in the
presence of Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and followed it with expressing thanks to Almighty Allah. Nevertheless,
the Imam (‘a) did not address him with the conventional statement; rather, he said, “This man has
violated our right!” Explaining this issue, the Imam (‘a) said:

هتيب لهادٍ ومحم َلع هال َّلصو ينالَمالْع ِبر هدُ لمالْح :قُلفَلْي مدُكحا طَسذَا عا.

When you sneeze, you must say: alhamdu lillahi rabbi al-’alamina wa salla allahu ‘ala muhammadin wa
ahlibaytihi (All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. May Allah send blessings on Muhammad and
his Household).

The sneezing man therefore repeated this statement and only then, the Imam (‘a) addressed him with
the conventional answer.83

In his epistle to al-Ma'mun, Imam al-Ridha (‘a) says:

.الصالةُ علَ النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله واجِبةٌ ف كل موطن، وعنْدَ الْعطَاسِ والذَّبائح وغَيرِ ذَلكَ

Invocation of blessings on the Holy Prophet (S) is obligatory in all situations including sneezing,
slaughtering animals, and other situations.84

Kindness to the Holy Prophet’s Progeny

Many traditions have been reported from the Holy Prophet (S), on the authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),
confirming imparting a special treatment to the Holy Prophet’s progeny, including the descendants of
Imam ‘Ali (‘a), by doing favors and being kind to them.

In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

ةاميالْق موي بِه تُهافَاداً كي تيب لها ندٍ محا َلا نَعص نم.

Whoever does a favor to any member of my household, I will reward him for it on the Day of
Resurrection.85

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said:

،قئالْخَال تفَتُنْص .ممّلي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلداً صمحنَّ متُوا فَانْصا ،قئا الْخَالهينَادٍ: اى منَاد ةاميالْق موانَ يذَا كا
َّتح قُمفَلْي وفرعم ونَّةٌ ام ودٌ انْدِي يع لَه انَتك نم ،قئالْخَال شَرعا مي :قُولفَي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب قُومفَي
َلع هولسرلو هل وفرعالْمنَّةُ والْمدُ والْي لوفٍ لَنَا؟ برعم ياو نَّةم يا ودٍ اي يانَا، واتهمانَا وائقُولُونَ: بِآبفَي .هىافكا



قُمفَلْي مهعائج عشْبا ويٍ، ارع نم ماهسك وا ،مهرب وا ،تيب لها نداً محى اآو نم ،َلب :ملَه قُولفَي .قئالْخَال يعمج
حتَّ اكافىه. فَيقُوم انَاس قَدْ فَعلُوا ذَلكَ. فَيات النّدَاء من عنْدِ اله تَعالَ: يا محمدُ يا حبِيبِ، قَدْ جعلْت مافَاتَهم الَيكَ،
مالالس هِملَيع هتيب لهادٍ ومحم نونَ عبجحي ال ثيح ،يلَةسالْو ف منُهسفَي .تىش ثيح نَّةالْج نم منْهسفَا.

On the Day of Resurrection, a caller will cry out, “Listen! Muhammad (S) is talking to you.” As all
creatures become silent, the Holy Prophet (S) says, “O creatures, whoever of you has done any favor,
act of kindness, or undertaking for me, may now stand up so that I can reward him for that.” The
creatures will say, “May Allah accept our fathers and mothers as ransom for you! What sort of favor, act
of kindness, or undertaking could we have done for you? All favors, kindness, and undertakings are
Allah’s and yours over all creatures.” The Holy Prophet (S) will then say, “Yes, there are such! Anyone
who has accommodated any of my descendants, done an act of kindness to any of them, behaved
charitably towards any of them, provided clothing to any of them who was destitute, or provided food to
any of them who was hungry, may now stand up so that I can reward him.” Upon hearing this, some
who have done such things in the worldly life will stand up. Then, a call from Almighty Allah will come to
declare, “O Muhammad, My dearest! I hand over rewarding these people to you, so you are allowed to
make them occupy any place in Paradise that you wish.” The Holy Prophet (S) will then, allow these
people to dwell in an elevated position in Paradise called al-Wasilah where they will not prevented from
meeting the Holy Prophet and his Household (‘a).86

Imam al-Ridha (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

اربعةٌ انَا لَهم شَفيع يوم الْقيامة: الْمرِم لذُرِيت من بعدِي، والْقَاض لَهم حوائجهم، والساع لَهم ف امورِهم عنْدَما
هانسلو بِقَلْبِه ملَه بحالْمو ،هلَيوا اطُراض.

I will be the intercessor of four categories of people on the Day of Resurrection: (1) those who respect
my descendants after my passing away, (2) those who satisfy the needs of my descendants, (3) those
who make every effort to handle their affairs when necessary, and (4) those who love them sincerely in
word and deed.87

Imam al-Baqir (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

هِملَيع وررالس لدْخيو تيب لها لصفَلْي ةاميالْق موا يبِه لَه شْفَعدٌ انْدِي يع ونَ لَهنْ ياو َلا لسالتَّو ادرا نم.

Whoever wishes to make me his agency (before Almighty Allah) and to have an attribute for which I will
intercede for him on the Day of Resurrection, may closely commune with my progeny and provide them
with tranquility.88

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said:



اذَا كانَ يوم الْقيامة جمع اله االولين واآلخرِين، فَينَادِي منَادٍ: من كانَت لَه عنْدَ رسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله يدٌ
لها لنَّا نَصقُولُونَ: ك؟ فَيهآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السنْدَ رع مادِييا انَتا كم :قُولالنَّاسِ، فَي نم نُقع قُومفَي .قُمفَلْي
.بيته من بعدِه. فَيقَال لَهم: اذْهبوا فَطُوفُوا ف النَّاسِ، فَمن كانَت لَه عنْدَكم يدٌ فَخُذُوا بِيدِه فَادخلُوه الْجنَّةَ

On the Day of Resurrection, a caller will cry out, “Anyone who has done a favor for the Messenger of
Allah (S) may stand up.” Some people will stand up. The caller will ask them, “What favor have you
done for the Messenger of Allah (S)?” They will reply, “After him, we communed with his progeny.” The
progeny will then be told to go in the midst of the people and take those who have done favors to them
by the hand and lead them to Paradise.89

Old Men

Showing respect to old men is another form of special treatment in the category of weak people. In this
regard, ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him:

.انَّ من اجاللِ اله عز وجل اجالل الشَّيخ الْبِيرِ

To respect old men is a kind of respect for Allah, the All-majestic.90

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said:

.لَيس منَّا من لَم يوقّر كبِيرنَا ويرحم صغيرنَا

He who does not respect our old men and does not show mercy toward our youngsters is not one of
us.91

People of the Qur'an

Another form of special treatment is to show respect toward those versed in the religion and its laws,
conveyers of the message of the Holy Qur'an, and reciters of Almighty Allah’s revealed verses.

In this connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

منَّ لَهفَا ،مقُوقَهآنِ حالْقُر لهفُوا اعتَضتَس فَال ،ليِنسرالْمو ِينالنَّبِي ا خَالم ِينيماآلد نةً مجرد َلعا آنِ فالْقُر لهنَّ اا
.من اله الْعزِيزِ الْجبارِ لَماناً

The people of the Holy Qur'an shall be in the highest rank that human beings can attain except for the
Prophets and Messengers (of Almighty Allah). Hence, do not belittle the (special) ranks of the reciters of
the Qur'an, because they do enjoy a distinctive rank in the view of Allah, the Almighty and Omnipotent.92



Faithful Believers

Another form of special treatment, such as providing comfort, is that which must be shown to faithful
believers (mu'min)93. This has been emphasized in many validly reported traditions, like the following
one reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni on the authority of Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali, who related that he
heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) quoting the following from the Holy Prophet (S):

هال رفَقَدْ س نرس نمو ،نرناً فَقَدْ سموم رس نم.

Whoever gives pleasure to a faithful believer has in fact given pleasure to me, and whoever gives
pleasure to me has given pleasure to Almighty Allah.94

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

هنيد اءقَض وا ،هتبرك يستَنْف وا ،هتعواعُ جشْبا :نموالْم َلورِعرالس خَالدا لجو زع هال َلالِ امعاال ِبحا نم.

Among the most beloved acts in the view of Almighty Allah is to give pleasure to a faithful believer by
satisfying his hunger, relieving his anguish, or helping him settle his debts.95

Another form of special treatment toward faithful believers is to settle their needs. In this respect, Imam
al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

لدْخنْ يكَ اذَل نمنَّةُ، وا الْجلُهوكَ اذَل نةً، ماجلْفِ حةَ ااىم ةاميالْق موي لَه هال ةً قَضاجح نموالْم يهخال قَض نمو
.قَرابتَه ومعارِفَه واخْوانَه الْجنَّةَ بعدَ انْ ال يونُوا نُصاباً

Whoever fulfills the need of his brother-in-faith, Almighty Allah shall settle one hundred thousand of his
needs on the Day of Resurrection. One of these needs is that he is allowed to enter Paradise and to
take his relatives, associates, and friends to Paradise also provided that they are not opponents (of the
Ahl al-Bayt).96

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said:

.انَّ الْمومن لَتَرِد علَيه الْحاجةُ الخيه فَال تَونُ عنْدَه، يهتَم بِها قَلْبه، فَيدْخلُه اله بِهمه الْجنَّةَ

Sometimes a faithful believer feels upset because he cannot solve the problem of one of his brethren-
in-faith. As a result of this feeling, Almighty Allah allows him to enter Paradise.97

Another form of special treatment toward faithful believers is to relieve their agony or ease their



difficulties. In this connection, Zayd al-Shahham has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying:

ننْتَيكَ ثبِذَل لَه لجو زع هال تَبك ،هتاجح احنَج َلع انَهعاو تَهبرك فَنَفَّس دِههنْدَ جفَانَ عاللَّه نموالْم خَاها غَاثا نم
موي اعفْزةً المحر ينعبسدَى وحا لَه ردَّخيو ،هيشَتعم رما ابِه حلصدَةً ياحا ونْهم لَه ِلجعي ،هال نةً ممحر ينعبسو
هالوهاو ةاميالْق.

Almighty Allah will record seventy-two items of His mercy for whoever relieves the agony of his
aggrieved brother-in-faith, drives away his sorrows, and helps him achieve his goal. By virtue of one of
these, He will improve his financial affairs while the other seventy-one items will be stored for him when
he faces the horrors and terrors of the Day of Resurrection.98

Other forms of special treatment towards faithful believers include being cooperative with them,
supporting them, and advising them.

Neighbors

Let us now refer to further details in the form of traditions that are reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a):

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

.حسن الْجِوارِ يعمر الدِّيار وينْس ف االعمارِ

Good neighborliness makes communities thrive and increases longevity.99

Abu-Mas’ud has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him:

.حسن الْجِوارِ زِيادةٌ ف االعمارِ وعمارةُ الدِّيارِ

Good neighborliness increases longevity and makes communities thrive.100 

Abu-Rabi’ al-Shami has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the following while his house was packed
with people:

هراوج نةَ مراوجم نسحي لَم ننَّا مم سلَي نَّهوا الَمعا.

Be it known to you all that whoever does not observe good neighborliness with his neighbors, does not
belong to us.101 

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said:



هالمش نعو هينمي نعو هخَلْف نمو هدَيي نيب نبٍ: مانج لك ناراً مونَ دعبرارِ ادُّ الْجِوح.

The border of neighborhood includes forty houses from all sides; the front, the back, the right, and the
left.102 

‘Umar ibn ‘Ikrimah has reported the following narration from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a):

One day, a man from the Ansar came to the Holy Prophet (S) and complained that he had bought a
house next to a man from whom neither goodness nor security from harm could be expected.
Immediately, the Holy Prophet (S) ordered Imam ‘Ali (‘a), Salman, Abu-Dharr, and probably al-Miqdad
to go to the mosque and announce:

قَهائوب هارج نماي لَم نمانَ ليـما ال.

“Faithless is he whose neighbors are not safe from his harm.”

After they had declared this statement three times each, the Holy Prophet (S) pointed to forty houses
from all directions to be the limits of neighborhood.103 

Al-Hasan ibn ‘Abdullah has reported the Righteous Servant (i.e. Imam al-Kazim) to have said:

.لَيس حسن الْجِوارِ كف االذَى، ولَن حسن الْجِوارِ صبركَ علَ االذَى

Good neighborliness does not mean to stop harm from neighbors; rather, it means to patiently endure
the harm of neighbors.104 

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said:

هلَيع قغْلالدَّارِ ي ف هعونُ مي نم ضعا بما :هلَيع ثتِ الثَّالعتَما إجمبلَرثٍ، وثَال نم دَةاحو نم نموالْم فْلَتا ام
هلَيع لجو زع هال ثعلَب لبج قُلَّة َلناً عمونَّ ما لَوو .ذِيهوي جِهائوح َلا هطَرِيق ف نم وا ،ذِيهوي ارج وا ،ذِيهوي هابب
.شَيطَاناً يوذِيه، ويجعل لَه من ايـمانه انْساً ال يستَوحش معه الَ احدٍ

A faithful believer cannot escape one of the following three things although he may encounter all of
them: he may be harmed by one of the members of his family who lives with him in the same house, or
one of his neighbors, or one who impedes him from managing his affairs. Even if a faithful believer
secludes himself on a mountain summit, Almighty Allah will send a devil from which the believer may
seek refuge. Almighty Allah will designate for him friendship derived from his own faith due to which he
will never feel lonely.105 



Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said:

.من الْقَواصم الَّت تَقْصم الظَّهر جار السوء انْ راى حسنَةً اخْفَاها وانْ راى سيِىةً افْشَاها

A wicked neighbor is like a stab in the back. If this neighbor sees a kind act (from another neighbor), he
conceals it; however, if he notices a misdeed, he divulges it.106 
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