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Chapter 24: Issma'eel, the son of Imam as-Sadiq
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(1) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from Abu Abdullah Ja'far bin Abdullah al-Muhammadi
from al-Hasan bin Ali bin Fadhdhal from Safwan bin Yahya that Iss’haq bin Ammar as-Sayrafi had said:

“Once my brother Issma'eel bin Ammar described his faith and beliefs to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) by
saying: “I witness that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah...” Then
he declared his faith in the imams, one after the other until he reached Imam Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq

(as) and then he said: “...and | witness that Issma'eel (Imam as-Sadiq’s son) is the imam after you.”

Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said: “No, Issma'eel is not the imam after me.”1
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(2) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Hameed bin Ziyad from al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin
Suma’a from Ahmad bin al-Hasan al-Maythami from Abu Nujayh al-Masma’iy that al-Faydh bin al-
Mukhtar had said:

“| said to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as): “What do you say about a piece of land that | take from the ruler
and then | hire it and take a half or a third or less or more than that from its products? Is that

permissible?”

He said: “Yes, it is.”

His son Issma'eel said: “O father, you have not memorized well.”

Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said to his son: “Have | dealt with such a matter differently? O my son, it is

for this that | often say to you to keep to me but you do not do.”
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Issma'eel got up and left. | said: “May | die for you! No blame is on Issma'eel if you are going to inform
him of every thing before your death (to be the imam after you) as you have been informed of every
thing by your father!”



He said: “O Faydh, Issma'eel to me is not as | have been to my father (concerning the imamate).”

| said: “May | die for you! | have never doubted that he will be the imam after you. If what we fear (your
death) occurs, then to whom we resort?”

He kept silent and turned aside from me. | kissed his knee and said to him: “Be merciful to my old age! It

is Hell that | fear. By Allah, if | know that | die before you, | will never mind but | fear that | live after you.”
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He said to me: “Stay here!” He went behind a curtain in some place in the house. He stayed for a while

and then called: “O Faydh, come in!” | went in. | found him in his place of praying. He had offered prayer
and then turned away from the qibla. | sat before him. His son Abul Hasan Musa (as), who was a young
boy then, came in. He had a stick in his hand. His father seated him on his thigh and said to him: “May |
die for you! What is this stick in your hand?” He said: “I passed by my brother Ali and found him beating

an animal with this stick. | took it out of his hand.”
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Then Abu Abdullah as-Sadiqg (as) said to me: “O Faydh, Prophet Muhammad (as) has been entrusted
with the scriptures of Abraham and Moses (as) and he has entrusted Ali with them. Then Ali has
entrusted al-Hasan with them, al-Hasan has entrusted al-Husayn with them, al-Husayn has entrusted
his son Ali with them, Ali bin al-Husayn has entrusted his son Muhammad with them and then my father
(Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir) has entrusted me with them. They have been with me and | have entrusted

my son, this, with them even though he is still too young. They are with him now.”
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| understood what he wanted to say. | said to him: “May | die for you! Tell me more please!”

He said: “O Faydh, whenever my father wanted Allah to respond to his praying, he seated me beside
him on his right hand. He prayed Allah and | said: “Amen!” Now | do the same with my son.”

| cried because of delight and said to him: “O my master, tell me more please!”

He said: “When my father traveled and | was with him, | approached my sumpter near to his if he felt
sleepy to put my arm under his head for a mile or two until he somehow took his need of sleep. Now my

son, this, does the same to me.”
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| said: “Tell me more please! May | die for you
He said: “O Faydh, | see in this son as Prophet Jacob (as) has seen in his son Joseph (as).”
| said: “Tell me more please, O my master!”

He said: “He is your man (the imam after me), whom you have asked about. Get up and confess his

right!”

I got up and kissed his hand and head. | prayed Allah to protect him.



Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said: “In the first time | was not permitted to inform you.”
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| said: “May | narrate this from you?”
He said: “Yes, you may narrate it to your wife and children and to your companions.”

My wife and children were with me and of my companions was Younus bin Dhabyan. When | told them

of that, they praised Allah too much.
Younus said: “By Allah, | shall not be satisfied until | hear this from him himself.”

He left hastily. | followed after him. When | arrived at the door, | heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as)

saying to Younus: “It is as Faydh has told you. Keep silent and accept that from him!”
Younus said: “| listen and obey.”

| came in. Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said to me: “O Faydh, make him your companion!”
| said: “I have done.”2
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(3) Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sa'eed narrated from al-Qassim bin Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Hazim

from Obayss bin Hisham from Durust bin Abu Mansoor that al-Waleed bin Subayh had said:

“There was an argument between me and a man called Abdul Jaleel. He said that Abu Abdullah as-
Sadiq (as) had appointed his son Issma'eel as the imam after him. | told Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) of
that. He said: “O Waleed, by Allah, it is not so. If | have done, | should have appointed the proper one.”

He mentioned the name of Abul Hasan Musa (al-Kadhim) (as).”3
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(4) Abdul Wahid bin Abdullah bin Younus narrated from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Rabah az-Zuhri
from Ahmad bin Ali al-Himyari from al-Hasan bin Ayyoob from Abdul Kareem bin Amr al-Khath’ami that

Jama’a as-Sa’igh had said:

“I heard al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar asking Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as): “Does Allah impose (upon people)
to obey someone and then the divine revelation keeps that secret?”

Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said: “Allah is more glorified, merciful and kinder to His people than to

impose upon them obeying someone but the divine revelation keeps that secret day and night.”
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Then his son Abul Hasan Musa (as) appeared. Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said to al-Mufadhdhal:

“Would you like to look at the keeper of Imam Ali’s book?”
Al-Mufadhdhal said: “And is there anything else that makes me more delighted than this?!”
Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said: “This is the keeper of Ali’'s hidden book, about which Allah has said,

‘None shall touch it save the purified ones.’4”5
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(5) Muhammad bin Hammam narrated from Hameed bin Ziyad from al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin
Suma’a from Ahmad bin al-Hasan bin Muhammad al-Maythami from Muhammad bin Iss’haq that his
father had said:

“I came to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) and asked him who the imam would be after him.
He said to me: “He is the keeper of the lamb.”
His son Musa (al-Kadhim), who was a little boy then, was in a corner of the house with a lamb. He said

to the lamb: “Prostrate yourself before Allah, Who has created you!”6
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(6) Abu Sulayman Ahmad bin Hawtha narrated from lbraheem bin Iss’hag an-Nahawandi from Abdullah

bin Hammad al-Ansari that Mo’awiya bin Wahab had said:

“Once | went to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) and | saw his son Abul Hasan Musa, who was then three
years old. There was a lamb with him. He said to the lamb: “Prostrate yourself before Allah, Who has
created you.” He repeated that three times. A little boy said to him: “O my master, ask it to die!”

Musa (as) said: “Woe unto you! Do | give life (to creatures) and make them die? It is Allah, Who gives

life (to His creatures) and makes (them) die.”7
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(7) From among the famous speech of Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) is this saying that he has said when

visiting the grave of his son Issma'eel:

“My pity for you is more than my grief on you. O Allah, | have forgiven Issma'eel all that he has failed to
achieve due to my right upon him. O Allah, forgive him all that he has failed to achieve due to Your rights
upon him!”8
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(8) It was narrated that Zurara bin A’yun had said:

“One day | visited Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as). On his right side there was the master of his sons Musa
(al-Kadhim) (as) and before him there was a covered coffin. He said to me: “O Zurara, send for Dawood

bin Katheer, Hamran and Abu Baseer to come.”



Then al-Mufadhdhal bin Umar came in. | left to bring those persons. People began to come one after

the other until we became about thirty men inside the house.

When the house became crowded, Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said: “O Dawood, uncover the face of

Issma'eel!” Dawood uncovered Issma'eel’s face.
Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said: “O Dawood, is he alive or dead?”
Dawood said: “O my master, he is dead.”
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Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) asked everyone in the house the same question after showing them the
dead body of his son and all of them answered that he was dead.

Then he said: “O Allah, witness!” He ordered to wash the dead (according to the Islamic rituals) and to

put him into his last clothing.

When everything was finished, Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said to al-Mufadhdhal: “O Mufadhdhal,

'”

uncover his face
Al-Mufadhdhal did.
Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said to him: “Is he alive or dead?”

He said: “He is dead.”
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Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) said: “O Allah, be the witness over them!”

Then Issma'eel was carried to his grave. When he was put into the grave, Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as)
said: “O Mufadhdhal, uncover his face!”

He asked the all: “Is he alive or dead?”
We said: “He is dead.”

He said: “O Allah, witness and you, O people witness because those, who follow falsehood, will doubt.
They want to put out the light of Allah with their mouths-he pointed to his son Musa-and Allah will not

consent save to perfect His light.”
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Then we began to pour soil over the dead. He asked us again: “Who is the dead buried inside this
grave?”
We said: “He is Issma'eel.”
He said: “O Allah, witness!”

Then he held the hand of his son Musa and said: “He (al-Qa'im) is a truth and the truth is from him until



Allah inherits the earth and all there is on it.”9

| have found this tradition with somone of our companions, who said that he had written it from Abul
Murajja bin Muhammad al-Ghamr at-Taghlubi and he mentioned that Abu Sahl had narrated it to him
from Abul Faraj the clerk of Bundar al-Qommi from Bundar from Muhammad bin Sadaqga and
Muhammad bin Amr from Zurara.

Abu al-Murajja mentioned that he had shown this tradition to some of his companions, who had said that
al-Hasan bin al-Munthir had narrated it to him from Zurara and added that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as)
had said:
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“By Allah, your man will appear to you and he will not have had any homage to anyone at all.”

And he said:
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Your man will not appear until the people of truth will suspect him. “Say: It is a message of

importance. (And) you are turning aside from it.”10
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(9) Abu Sulayman Ahmad bin Hawtha narrated from Ibraheem bin Iss’hag an-Nahawandi from Abdullah

bin Hammad al-Ansari that Safwan bin Mihran al-dJammal had said:

“Mansoor bin Hazim and Abu Ayyoob al-Khazzaz said to Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (as) while | was
present with them:

“May Allah make us die for you! One does not know when death comes. Who is our imam after you?”

He said: “If death comes, your man will be this.” He patted his son Musa, who was then five years old.
Abdullah bin Ja'far was also present in the house on that day.”11
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