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Chapter 2: Identity And Its Aspects

1. Identity and Its Role

2. Aspects of Identity

3. Specifications of Identity

Identity and Its Role

The identity of the virtuous community comprises the characteristics and features that distinguish the
virtuous community from others, including title, origin, personal qualities, category, and rank.

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took tremendous interest in the matter of identifying the character
of the virtuous community and delineating its features because such identification brings about
momentous consequences and results that reflect on the common behavior of the individuals of the
virtuous community, contribute to shedding light on their goals and progression, and coordinate and
organize the contents and purport of their rituals.

Firstly, we can clearly conclude that distinguishing the identity and character of the virtuous community
contributes greatly towards building the personality of the individuals of the virtuous community on the
basis of each individual’s identifying strengths because it is natural for man to express his identity and
endeavor to highlight it.

Secondly, recognition of identity reveals the nature of one’s affiliations, intellectual, social and political.

Thirdly, distinguishing identity establishes the foundations of the virtuous community and stresses close
connections, mutual understanding and cooperation between the members of this community.

Fourthly, when the essence and constituents of identity are superlative and powerful, it generates power
and attracts and influences others. Hence, identity acts as the title and brilliant countenance of the
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virtuous community which encourages others to join it.

a) Aspects of Identity

The Holy Imams (‘a) outlined the identity of the virtuous community with a number of major aspects
representing the message of Islam. Such aspects can be understood from the traditions in which the
Imams talk to their followers about their own identities and the features of these demonstrated in the
personalities of their followers. The Holy Imams (‘a) drew the attention of their followers to the following
aspects:

(1) Islam, the substance and goals of its message

The essential feature identifying the virtuous community was propagating the concepts and terms of the
Holy Qur'an and presenting its spiritual and moral content together with the goals of its message. This
stems from the fact that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) wanted the virtuous community to live within the Muslim
community as part of it, undertaking responsibility, having an effect on it, and leaving no stone unturned
to achieve the objectives of the system of the virtuous community. Moreover, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) wanted
the individuals of the virtuous community to act as good and righteous examples for the Muslim nation.

(2) Historical Roots and Past Divine Messages

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) confirmed the fact that the existence of the virtuous community was not accidental
in the history of Islam being created by exceptional political circumstances which led to depriving the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) of the leadership of the Islamic government; rather, the virtuous community is a group that
from its roots is an extension and goal of past divine messages, exactly like Islam which, as a religion,
aspired to confirm its historical roots by verifying all past divine messages and connecting with the call of
Prophet Abraham (‘a).

(3) Loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) built up in their followers profound loyalty, which included love, support,
commitment, covenant, and affiliation to them politically, intellectually and in conduct, which was a
distinctive feature differentiating them from other sects and groups.

They also instructed their followers to undertake the responsibilities of this affiliation and to patiently bear
difficulties. Such superlative loyalty is necessary because the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) represent the natural
extension of the sealing of prophethood (through the Prophet Muhammad (S)), the survival of the
divinely commissioned leadership (of the Holy Imams (‘a)), and the vicegerency of Almighty Allah on
earth. They also represent the original line of Islam, which corresponds with the actual understanding of
Islam and its sciences, as well as the actual revelation and interpretation of the Holy Qur'an.



(4) Human Nature, Social Dignity, Respect and Honor

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) taught their followers that harmony with human nature, nobility in conduct and fear
of God are the criterion of dignity, success and superiority in worldly life and in the sight of Almighty
Allah, Who grants elevated ranks to whom He wishes. This aspect of identity is of prime importance
because it imbues the personality with the capability of adjusting and coexisting with all humans in order
to resist sieges and isolation imposed by political, social, economic and mentally demanding
circumstances.

b) Specifications of Identity

The previously mentioned aspects are obvious from a review of the specifications of identity as
presented by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to their followers:

1. Name

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) gave the name Shi`ah (partisans), mu'min (faithful believer), and muwali (loyalist) to
the individuals of the virtuous community. The following traditions bespeak these names and titles:

Abu-Basir has reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to those accompanying him:

ماإلس مىنهيل.

Fitting for you is the name!

“Which name is that? May Allah accept me as ransom for you!” Abu-Basir asked. The Imam (‘a)
answered:

.الشّيعةُ

Shi`ah.

“The people are using this name to dishonor us,” one of the companions complained.

The Imam (‘a) replied:

"ماإلس مىنهِه"ِ فَلْيدُوع نالَّذِي م َلع هتيعش نالَّذِي م تَغَاثَهفَاس" "يماهرب هتيعش ننَّ ماو.

(Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an,) “Most surely, Abraham was one of his (Noah’s) followers
(Shi`ah).” (37:83) “He who was of his party (Shi`ah) cried out to him for help against him who was



of his enemies.” (28:15) So, fitting for you is the name.1

In this tradition, the Imam (‘a) connects the name of Shi`ah with its historical root, that is Prophet
Abraham (‘a) who was one of the Shi`ah of Prophet Noah (‘a). He also infers the name from the Holy
Qur'an.

Confirming this fact, Abu-Basir reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying:

نَحن اهل بيتِ الرحمة، وبيتِ النّعمة، وبيتِ الْبركة. ونَحن ف االرضِ بنْيانٌ. وشيعتُنَا عرى اإلسالم، وما كانَت دعوةُ
إبراهيم إال لَنَا وشيعتنَا. ولَقَدِ إستَثْنَ اله إلَ يوم الْقيامة إلَ إبليس فَقَال: "انَّ عبادِي لَيس لَكَ علَيهِم سلْطَانٌ

We are the Household of mercy, the House of grace, and the House of blessing. In the earth, we are the
structure and our Shi`ah are the handles of Islam. The prayer of (Prophet) Abraham (‘a) was for none
save us and our Shi`ah. Up to the Day of Resurrection, Almighty Allah has excluded us from the sway of
Iblis, saying, “Surely, as regards My servants, you have no authority over them. (15:42)”2

In a previous chapter, we have cited how the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) treated the name, rafidhi, which their
enemies used for their followers. They (‘a) showed the historical root of this name, which was the
protestation of righteous followers of Prophet Moses (‘a) against the children of Israel when they
worshiped the calf and deserted Prophet Aaron (‘a).

2. Origin

As far as origin and “soil of creation” are concerned, the Shi`ah belong to select lines of descent, the
most honorable lineages and the purest essences because they belong to the same “soil of creation” to
which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) belong.

Abu-Dharr al-Ghifari is reported as saying: I saw the Holy Prophet (S) striking the shoulder of `Ali ibn
Abi-Talib with his hand and saying:

دُهلوانَ مك نمفِ والشَّرادِنِ وعالْموتَاتِ ويالْب لهتُنَا ايعش .لْجالْع ونَا فَهغَضبا نمو ،ِبرالْع ونَا فَهبحا ن؛ ملا عي
صحيحاً. وما علَ ملَّة إبراهيم إال نَحن وشيعتُنَا. وسائر النَّاسِ منْها براء. وإنَّ اله ومالئتَه يهدِمونَ سيِىاتِ شيعتنَا
.كما يهدِم الْقَوم الْبنْيانَ

O `Ali, whoever loves us is a true Arab, and whoever hates us is an unbeliever. Our partisans (Shi`ah)
are the people of honorable, unique, and highbred households. They are also those who are legitimately
born. None is following the faith of (Prophet) Abraham (‘a) except us and our Shi`ah, while all the others
are outside that faith. Verily, Almighty Allah and His angels are demolishing the sins of our Shi`ah in the
same way that people demolish a building.3



On the authority of Imam `Ali (‘a), Al-Harith has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying:

ِبِ إالالطَّي نم جخْرنْ يا با. فَااقُهروةُ ايعّالشا، وتُهرثَم نيسالْحو نسالْحا، وهعفَر لعا، ولُهصنَا ا؛ اةرشَج ثَلم ثَلم
ِبالطَّي.

The like of me is a tree; I am its origin, `Ali its branch, Hasan and Husayn its fruit, and the Shi`ah its
leaves. So, nothing comes out of the good except the good.4

Ibn `Abbas has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) said:

انَنها نمو ،انَنهانَكَ فَقَدْ اها نمانَكَ، وهفَقَدْ ا منْهداً ماحانَ وها نفَم .ةاميالْق موونَ يزالْفَائ متُكَ هيع؛ شلا عي
ادخَلَه اله نَار جهنَّم خَالداً فيها، وبِىس الْمصير. يا عل؛ انْت منّ وانَا منْكَ؛ روحكَ من روح؛ وطينَتُكَ من طينَت؛
نمانَا، وادفَقَدْ ع ماهادع نمنَا، وغَضبفَقَدْ ا مهغَضبا نمنَا، وبحفَقَدْ ا مهبحا ننَا. فَمينَتط لفَض نقُوا متُكَ خُليعشو
.ودهم فَقَدْ ودنَا

O `Ali, your Shi`ah are the winners indeed on the Day of Resurrection. So, whoever insults any one of
them has in fact insulted you, and whoever insults you has in fact insulted me, and whoever insults me
will be sent by Allah to Hellfire to dwell there forever and miserable shall be that fate. O `Ali, you are part
of me and I am part of you. Your soul is part of my soul and your clay (of creation) is part of my clay.
Your Shi`ah were created from the remainder of our clay. So, whoever loves them has in fact loved us,
whoever hates them has in fact hated us, whoever antagonizes them has in fact antagonized us, and
whoever is devoted to them has in fact been devoted to us…5

At the same time, these origins carry human, social, and Islamic aspects, because the most important
point in the supremacy and purity of lineage is legitimacy of birth, purity of faith and excellence of result.

3. Qualities

As far as qualities of the individuals of the virtuous community are concerned, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
described their followers with descriptions derived from the Holy Qur'an, such as salihun (righteous
people), ulu’l-albab (men of excellent reason), awilya' allah (friends of Allah), musallun (performers of
prayers), ashab al-yamin (companions of the right hand), khayr al-bariyyah (the best of creatures), and
others.

Abu-Basir is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying:

يندِّيقالصو ِينالنَّبِي نم هِملَيع هال منْعا الَّذِين عكَ مولَٰئفَا ولسالرو هال عطي نمو" :هلبِقَو َالتَع هال مكرقَدْ ذَكو
والشُّهدَاء والصالحين ۚ وحسن اولَٰئكَ رفيقًا"  فَرســول اله فـ هــذَا الْموضـع «النَّبِيـونَ.» ونَحـــن «الصـدِّيقُونَ
.والشُّـهدَاء.» وانْتُـم «الصـالحونَ.» وانْتُم واله شيعتُنَا



Almighty Allah has mentioned you, saying, “Whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger, these are with
those upon whom Allah has bestowed favors from among the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs,
and the good. And goodly company they are! (4:69)” In this case, Allah’s Messenger represents ‘the
prophets’, and we represent ‘the truthful and the martyrs’ and you represent ‘the good’. You are, by
Allah, our Shi`ah.

The Imam ('a) has also said:

نابِ" فَنَحلْبولُو اا رتَذَكا ينَّمونَ ۗ الَمعي  الَّذِينونَ ولَمعي تَوِي الَّذِينسي له" :قَال ثيح تَابِهك ف هال مكرلَقَدْ ذَك
.الَّذِين نَعلَم، واعدَاونَا الَّذِين ال يعلَمونَ. وشيعتُنَا اولُو االلْبابِ

Almighty Allah has also mentioned you in His Book, saying, “Are those who know and those who do
not know alike? Only the men of understanding are mindful. (39:9)” We represent ‘those who know’
and our enemies represent ‘those who do not know’ and our Shi`ah represent ‘the men of
understanding.’6

Some jurisprudents have reported the following from Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a):

".مدِهعب ننَا متَبِع ننَا فَماعتْباو ننَح م؟ ههال اءيلوا نونَ متَدْرنُونَ" ازحي مه و هِملَيع فخَو  هال اءيلونَّ اا ا
.طُوب لَنَا وطُوب لَهم افْضل من طُوب لَنَا

(Almighty Allah says,) “Now surely, the friends of Allah-- they shall have no fear nor shall they
grieve. (10:62)” Do you know who the friends of Allah are? They are we, our followers, and those who
shall follow us afterwards. A good final state will be ours and a better final state will be theirs.

He was asked, “O Amir al-Mu'minin, what is the meaning of ‘a better final state will be theirs’. We and
they are of the same state, are we not?”

The Imam (‘a) answered:

.ال، النَّهم حملُوا ما لَم تُحملُوا علَيه، واطَاقُوا ما لَم تُطيقُوا

No, you are not, because they shall stand what you have not stood and they shall endure what you have
not endured.7

Muhammad ibn al-Fudhayl has reported Imam al-Ridha (‘a) commenting on the following holy verse:

"ا الْمصلّين {22}الَّذِين هم علَ صَتهِم دائمونَ"



…Except those who pray--those who are constant at their prayer. (70:22-23)

The Imam (‘a) said:

نَـا. "الَّذِينتيعش ناتٍ مـلَوسِ صالْخَم ابحصـكَ اولَئا"ينّلصالْم نَــا. "اتيعش نم ينسالْخَم ـابحصا هالـكَ وولَئا
.هم علَ صَتهِم دائمونَ"هم واله من شيعتنَا

‘Those who pray’ stands for some of our Shi`ah who offer fifty prayers (a day), and ‘those who are
constant at their prayer’ stands for some of our Shi`ah who perform the five prayers (a day). ‘The
companions of the right hand’ are, by Allah, some of our Shi`ah.8

`Anbasah al-`Abid has reported the following:

Commenting on the following holy verse,

ينمالْي ابحصا ينَةٌ {38}اهر تبسا كنَفْسٍ بِم لك

Every soul is held in pledge for what it earns except the people of the right hand. (74:38-39),

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said:

.هم شيعتُنَا اهل الْبيتِ

These are the Shi`ah of the Ahl al-Bayt.9

Ya`qub ibn Maytham has reported that he found the following tradition in the book of his father. Imam
`Ali (‘a) is reported to have said that he heard the Holy Prophet (S) saying:

Almighty Allah has said:

ةرِيالْب رخَي مكَ هولَٰئاتِ احاللُوا الصمعنُوا وآم نَّ الَّذِينا

“As for those who believe and do good, surely they are the best of creatures. (98:7)”

The Holy Prophet (S) then turned his face towards (Imam) `Ali (‘a) and said:

جِينتَوم ينلحم ينلجحاً مغُر ضوالْح مهاديعمكَ واديعمتُكَ. ويعشو لا عي نْتا .منَع.

Yes, it is. O `Ali, it is you and your Shi`ah (who are the best of creatures). Our promised meeting place



with them shall be at the Divine Pond. They shall be bright brow marked, dark-eyed with kohl, and
crowned.10

Jabir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as follows:

Commenting on this holy verse,

ةرِيالْب رخَي مكَ هولَٰئاتِ احاللُوا الصمعنُوا وآم نَّ الَّذِينا 

“As for those who believe and do good, surely they are the best of creatures. (98:7)”

The Imam said:

.هم شيعتُنَا اهل الْبيتِ

These are the Shi`ah of the Ahl al-Bayt.11

Undoubtedly, such descriptions apply to individuals of the virtuous community granting an identity when
they construct inside themselves the supreme significance that is inspired by these descriptions.

Numerous are the traditions that prescribe the behavior of the Shi`ah and their commitment to their
beliefs. Some of these traditions have also been previously cited in the discussion of “Goals and
Particularities”. One of the comprehensive traditions in this respect is the following, reported by Abu-
Basir from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a):

،لَةاللَّيو موالْي ةً فعكر ينسخَمدَى وإح ابحصا ،ةادبالْعدِ وهالز لهاو انَةماالو فَاءالْو لهاو عرالْو لهتُنَا ايعش
مرحم لونَ كبتَنجيو تيونَ الْبجحيو ،مالَهومونَ اكزارِ، يونَ بِالنَّهمائالصو لونَ بِاللَّيمالْقَائ.

Our Shi`ah are the people of piety, faithfulness, and honesty. They are the people of asceticism and
worship. They perform fifty-one units of prayer in a single day and night. They pass their nights with
devotional acts and their days with fasting. They purify their wealth, go on pilgrimage to the House of
God, and refrain from committing any forbidden act.12

4. Affiliation

As far as the affiliation of the individuals of the virtuous community is concerned, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
emphasize that these individuals are devoted to Almighty Allah, Islam, the Holy Prophet (S), and the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a), because they are actually part of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in affiliation and heredity, and the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) are the nearest to Almighty Allah, the Holy Prophet (S), and Islam on the basis of the
following rule that is stated by the Holy Qur'an:



انَّ اولَ النَّاسِ بِابراهيم لَلَّذِين اتَّبعوه وهٰذَا النَّبِ والَّذِين آمنُوا

Most surely, the nearest of people to Abraham are those who followed him and this Prophet and
those who believe. (3:68)

In addition, it has been uninterruptedly reported that the Holy Prophet (S) said about Salman of Persia:

.سلْمانُ منَّا اهل الْبيتِ

Salman belongs to us—the Ahl al-Bayt.

That the followers and the Shi`ah are adjuncts of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) has also been borne out in
numerous traditions that are reported from them, such as the following:

`Umar ibn Yazid has been reported as saying that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him:

.يا بن يزِيدَ! انْت، وِاله، منَّا اهل الْبيتِ

O Son of Yazid; by Allah I swear it; you are verily part of us—the Ahl al-Bayt.

I (the reporter) asked, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! Do you mean that I am part of
Muhammad’s family?”

The Imam answered:

ِٰذَا النَّبهو وهعاتَّب لَلَّذِين يماهربالنَّاسِ بِا َلونَّ اا" :لجو زع هال تَابك اا تَقْرما !رما عي ،هِمنْفُسا نم ،هالإي، و
نَّكَ غَفُورفَا انصع نمو ۖ ّنم نَّهفَا نتَبِع نفَم" :هماس زع هال لقَو اا تَقْرم وا " يننموالْم لو هالنُوا ۗ وآم الَّذِينو
يمحر"

Yes! I swear it by Allah. You are part of Muhammad’s Household themselves, `Umar. Have you not read
Allah’s Book saying, “Most surely, the nearest of people to Abraham are those who followed him
and this Prophet and those who believe; and Allah is the guardian of the believers. (3:68)” Have
you not read Allah’s Book saying, “He who follows My ways is of me, and He that disobeys me, You
are indeed Oft- forgiving, Most Merciful. (14:36)”13

Sadir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying:

.انْتُم آل محمدٍ. انْتُم آل محمدٍ



You all are Muhammad’s household. You all are Muhammad’s household.14

This is similar to the aforementioned saying of the Holy Prophet (S):

.سلْمانُ منَّا اهل الْبيتِ

Salman belongs to us—the Ahl al-Bayt.

Al-`Ayyashi has recorded in his book of Tafsir (i.e. exegesis of the Holy Qur'an) that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
said:

مـن تَولَّـ آل محمــدٍ وقَدَّمهم علَ جميع النَّاسِ بِما قَدَّمهم من قَرابة رسولِ اله فَهو من آلِ محمدٍ لمنْزِلَته عنْدَ آلِ
ملَّهتَوي نمو" :تَابِهك ف هال مكَ حذَلكو .ماهإي هاعبّاتو هِمإلَي يهّلبِتَو منْهم وإنَّما هو ،هِمنيعبِا مالْقَو نم نَّها دٍ، المحم
يمحر نَّكَ غَفُورفَا انصع نمو ۖ ّنم نَّهفَا نتَبِع نفَم" :يماهرإب لقَوو " منْهم نَّهفَا مْنم "

Whoever maintains allegiance to Muhammad’s Household and prefers them to all other people because
of their relation to Allah’s Messenger, is considered one of Muhammad’s Household in the light of his
status with them, but not one of the actual members of Muhammad’s Household; rather, he is one of
them on the basis of maintaining allegiance to them and following them. This is the very judgment of
Almighty Allah that He has declared in His Book, saying, “He amongst you that turns to them for
friendship is of them.” (5:51) Similarly, Prophet Abraham (‘a) has stated (as quoted in the Holy
Qur'an), “He who follows My ways is of me, and He that disobeys me, You are indeed Oft-
forgiving, Most Merciful.” (14:36)15

5. Rank

Regarding the rank, merit, reward, status with Almighty Allah, and intellectual category that the followers
of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) deserve, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) substantiate that the Shi`ah deserve the utmost in all
these areas.

Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a) is reported to have said:

يخْرج اهل وِاليتنَا يوم الْقيامة من قُبورِهم مشْرِقَةً ۇجوههم، مستُورةً عوراتُهم، آمنَةً روعاتُهم، قَدْ فُرِجت عنْهم الشَّدَائدُ،
تانْقَطَعانَ، ويماالو نمطُوا االعقَدْ انُونَ، وزحي الو نُ النَّاسزحيخَافُونَ، وي الو النَّاس خَافي ،ارِدوالْم ملَه ِلَتهسو
لظ دُونَ فقْعي َّتح ،ا النُّورهكربٍ شذَه نم النَع هِملَيةٌ، عحنجا انُوقٍ بِيضٍ لَه َللُوا عمحي َّتانُ، حزحاال منْهع
.عرشِ الرحمانِ علَ منَابِر من نُورٍ، بين ايدِيهِم مائدَةٌ ياكلُونَ منْها حتَّ يفْرغَ النَّاس من الْحسابِ

On the Day of Resurrection, the loyalists to us come out of their graves with bright faces and covered
private parts, secured against horror. Their sufferings will have been relieved and their paths will be



made easy-to-pass. All people will be terrified, but our loyalists will not; and all people will be aggrieved,
but our loyalists will not, because they will have already been granted security and faith; therefore, their
sorrows will have stopped. Their feet in golden sandals wearing ropes of light, they will be taken on
white winged camels to the Throne of the All-beneficent Lord where they will sit under the shadow of the
Throne on stages of light. Before them, there will be a dining-table from which they will eat until the
judgments of others come to an end.16

Salman al-Farisi—may Allah have mercy upon him—narrated the following:

الا» :لَه فَقَال ،مالالس هلَيبٍ، عطَال ِبا نب لع لقْبذْ اا ،هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ،هولِ السنْدَ رساً عالج موي ذَات نْتك
ابشّركَ؟» قَال: «بلَ، يا رسول اله.» قَال: «هذَا حبِيبِ جبرئيل يخْبِرن عن اله، جل جاللُه، انَّه قَدْ اعطَ محبكَ
وشيعتَكَ سبع خصالٍ: الرِفْق عنْدَ الْموتِ، واالنْس عنْدَ الْوحشَة، والنُّور عنْدَ الظُّلْمة واالمن عنْدَ الْفَزع، والْقسطَ عنْدَ
«.الْميزانِ، والْجوازَ علَ الصراط، ودخُول الْجنَّة قَبل سائرِ النَّاسِ من االمم بِثَمانين عاماً

I was sitting with the Holy Prophet (S) when `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a) joined us. The Holy Prophet (S) said to
him, “O `Ali, may I convey to you good news?” “Yes, Allah’s Messenger! You may,” answered `Ali. The
Holy Prophet (S) said, “My dear Archangel Gabriel has just informed me that Almighty Allah bestowed
seven blessings on those who love and follow you. These are (1) gentleness at the moment of death, (2)
leisure while alone in the grave, (3) light in the darkness of the grave, (4) security from the horror of the
Day of Resurrection, (5) impartiality at the Scale, (6) permission to pass the Discriminating Bridge, and
(7) entrance to Paradise eighty years before the other nations.”17

Zayd ibn `Ali has reported on the authority of his fathers that Imam `Ali (‘a) said:

ةعبرا لوونَ اَنْ تا ضا تَرما ،لا عي» :فَقَال ،دُنسحي ندَ مسح ،هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ،هولِ السر َلا توَش
«.يدْخُلُونَ الْجنَّةَ؟ انَا وانْت وذَرارِينَا خَلْف ظُهورِنَا، وشيعتُنَا عن ايماننَا وشَمائلنَا

One day, I complained to the Messenger of Allah (S) about the envy I had to encounter from others. He
answered me saying, “O `Ali, will it not satisfy you that you are one of the first four to enter Paradise?
These four are I, you, our descendants being behind us, and our Shi`ah being to the right and left of
us.18

Al-Daraqutni has recorded that the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said:

نَّةالْج تَكَ فيعشا إنَّكَ وما ،نسا الْحبا اي.

O Abu’l-Hasan! Most surely, your Shi`ah and you shall be in Paradise.19

Abu-Sa`id al-Khidri has reported Ummu-Salamah (the Holy Prophet’s wife) as narrating that the Holy



Prophet (S) was in her chamber when Fatimah, in company with `Ali, visited him. The Holy Prophet (S)
said to `Ali:

نَّةالْج تُكَ فيعشو نْتا ،نَّةالْج كَ فابحصاو نْتا.

You and your companions shall be in Paradise. You and your Shi`ah shall be in Paradise…20

Through a chain of authority that is connected to Anas ibn Malik, al-Mughazili reported the Holy Prophet
(S) to have said:

هِملَيع ابسح لْفاً الونَ اعبنَّةَ سالْج تما نم دْخُلي.

Seventy thousand individuals from my nation shall enter Paradise free of the calling to account.

He (S) then turned his face towards (Imam) `Ali and said:

مهامما نْتاتُكَ ويعش مه.

These are your Shi`ah, and you are their leader (i.e. Imam).21

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said:

انَّ اله، عز وجل، اعطَ الْمومن ثَالث خصالٍ: العز ف الدُّنْيا والدِّين، والْفُلْج ف اآلخرة، والْمهابةَ ف صدُورِ
ينالَمالْع.

Verily, Almighty Allah has granted the faithful believers three qualities: (1) dignity in worldly and religious
affairs, (2) success in the Hereafter, and (3) veneration in the hearts of people.22

Imam al-Ridha (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S) said:

.انَّ الْمومن يعرف ف السماء كما يعرِف الرجل اهلَه ووِلْدَه، وانَّه اكرم علَ اله، عز وجل، من ملَكٍ مقَربٍ

Verily, the faithful believer is known in the heavens in the same way as one knows his wife and children,
and he is more favorite in the sight of Almighty Allah than an archangel.23

In addition, many traditions have revealed the high ranks that the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) will win
in the Next World.



Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying:

.واله، ما بعدَنَا غَيركم، وانَّم معنَا ف السنَام االعلَ، فَتَنَافَسوا ف الدَّرجاتِ

By Allah I swear, none comes immediately after us save you (i.e. the Shi`ah). You shall be with us on
the Supreme Summit. So, compete with each other for gaining ranks.24

Moreover, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) applied the ranks mentioned in the Holy Qur'an to their followers, including
al-sabiqun (the foremost in faith) and al-fa'izun (the winners).

Ibn `Abbas is reported to have said that he once asked the Holy Prophet (S) about the interpretation of
Almighty Allah’s saying:

يمنَّاتِ النَّعج ونَ فبقَركَ الْمولَٰئابِقُونَ {10}اابِقُونَ السالسو

And those foremost in faith will be foremost in the Hereafter. This group will be those nearest to
Allah; in the Gardens of Bliss. (56:10-12)

The Holy Prophet (S) answered:

ملَه هتامرِب هال نونَ مبقَرالْم ،نَّةالْج َابِقُونَ إَلالس مه ،تُهيعشو لذَاكَ ع :يلئربج ل قَال.

(Archangel) Gabriel told me that these are `Ali and his Shi`ah. They shall precede all others to Paradise
and they are the nearest to Allah due to the honor that He shall confer upon them.25

Imam al-Ridha (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S) said:

ةاميالْق موونَ يزالْفَائ مه لةُ عيعش.

The partisans (Shi`ah) of `Ali are the winners on the Day of Resurrection.26

Jabir ibn Yazid has reported (Imam) Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Baqir (‘a) as saying: When I asked Ummu-
Salamah, the Holy Prophet’s wife, about `Ali ibn Abi-Talib, she answered that she had heard the Holy
Prophet (S) saying:

.انَّ علياً وشيعتَه هم الْفَائزونَ

Verily, `Ali and his Shi`ah are the winners.27



It is understood that these represent the four previously mentioned aspects of the identity of the virtuous
community: the Islamic, historical, political, and human aspects.

Through these features and specifications, the identity of the faithful believer, who maintains true
allegiance to Almighty Allah, the Holy Prophet (S), and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), can be defined as part of the
general system that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) set forth for individuals of the virtuous community to manage
their affairs and delineate their conduct.
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