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Chapter 33: On What Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) Wrote
Regarding the Reasons (Behind the Decrees) in
Response to Questions by Muhammad ibn

San’an

33-1 Muhammad ibn Ali Majilawayh — may God have Mercy upon him - narrated that his uncle
Muhammad ibn Abil Qasim quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Abdillah al-Kufi, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn San’an, and also Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran al-Daqgagq,
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-San’ani, Ali ibn Abdullah al-Var’raq and Al-Husayn ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad

ibn Hisham al-Mokattib - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Muhammad ibn
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Ali al-Kufi quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isma'’il, on the authority of Ali ibn Al-Abbas, on the
authority of Al-Qasim ibn Al-Rabi’a As-Sah’haf, on the authority of Muhammad ibn San’an, and also Ali
ibn Ahmad ibn Abdullah Al-Barqi, Ali ibn Isa - the neighbor to the Kufa Mosque, and Abu Ja’far
Muhammad ibn Musa - may God have Mercy upon them - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ali Majilawayh,
quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn San’an that Abal Hassan Ali ibn Musa Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) wrote the following
reasons (behind the decrees) in response to Muhammad ibn San’an’s questions:

And the reason behind the obligatory ritual ablution (ghusl) for the major ritual impurity is to cleanse and
purify man’s self from what has impurified him. And another reason is to purify the rest of the body from
impurities as impurities have come out from all over the body. That is why it is obligatory to clean the

whole body.

And the reason behind the lesser decree about urination and defecation is the frequency of these acts
compared to that of the major ritual impurity, the hardships involved, and the fact that there is no will in
doing these acts and there is no lust involved in doing them. However, there is lust in major ritual

impurity and it is the result of an intentional act.

And the reasons behind the ritual ablution on the two major festivals1 and on Fridays, and other cases is
to express a servant’s honoring of his Lord, prepare himself for Him - the Glorious the Magnificent to ask
Him to forgive his sins. Another reason is that they are the holidays which are known to be for
congregations in remembrance of the Sublime God. Therefore, God has established the ritual ablution
on these days as a way to honor these days and to make them superior to other days - days in which
many recommendable prayers are said, much servitude is expressed, and it is a way of purification from

one Friday to the next.

And the reason behind the major ablution for the dead is to cleanse the corpse from the various filth,
illnesses and other things that might have fallen upon him, since the dead person is going to meet the

angels and associate with the people of the Hereafter.

It is highly desirable for him to be clean and pure now that he is going to meet God and the Pure Ones
where they will touch him and he will touch them. This is so that the Pure Ones may ask the Honorable
the Exalted God to forgive him and they may intercede on his behalf.
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And another reason behind the major ablution for the dead is that once he dies, the sperm with which he
was at first created with will be discharged from his body and he will be in a state of major ritual impurity.

Thus others must perform the major ablution for him.

And the reason why once you perform the major ritual ablution for the dead or touch someone’s corpse2
you must perform the major ritual ablution yourself is to be cleansed of the filth from the corpse that
might have touched your body. That is because once someone dies and his soul departs from the body,
most of the impurities remain in his body. Therefore, one must do so to get cleaned and purified
therefrom. And the reason behind making minor ablutions (wudu) - in which it is prescribed to wash the
face, the two arms3, rubbing the head4, and rubbing the upper side of the feet5 - is that man wants to
stand in front of the Honorable the Exalted God, facing Him and visiting the Honorable Recorders (Kiram
Katibin)é with all his apparent body parts. Then washing the face is for prostration and humbleness,
washing the two arms is for preparing them to be held up towards the heavens, implore and fear God
with them and use them to sincerely turn towards the worship of God. The rubbing of the head and the
feet is because they are apparent in all positions of the prayer and in them there is not as much

humbleness and sincerity of worship as there is in the face and the two hands.

And the reason behind the alms-tax is to aid the poor and protect the properties of the rich7, as the

Blessed the Sublime God has ordained that the healthy assist those afflicted with calamities. As the



Sublime God has said, ‘Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal
selves...’8 The way you are tried by your possessions is by paying the alms-tax, and the way you are
tried by your personal selves is by getting yourselves prepared to be patient during calamities. In paying
the alms-tax there is a fulfillment of gratitude for the blessings granted to us by the Honorable the
Exalted God, an eagerness to have more of them, kindness and mercy for the weak, and kindness with
the poor. And also there is an increased inclination towards sympathizing with the poor; assisting the
poor and helping them regarding their religious affairs and a lesson for the rich to take heed to seeing
their poorness in the Hereafter; and encouragement to thank the Blessed the Sublime God for what He

has bestowed upon us and has
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made us needless of. And also there is an encouragement to pray, cry, and fear that we may become
poor like them one day. And also there is an encouragement in performing many deeds similar to paying
the alms-tax such as charity, visiting the relatives and being kind to others.

And the reason behind the Hajj pilgrimage is that it is a form of getting near to God, asking Him for
extensive rewards, departing from all the sins that one has committed, to be repentant for all that he has
done in the past, and to start what he will do in the future. The pilgrimage is also for experiencing the
expenditures of his wealth and exert himself; avoiding lust and pleasure so as to seek nearness to the
Honorable the Exalted God. The pilgrimage is also for feeling humility and courtesy; suffering from the
difficulties of the trip in the various conditions of heat, cold, security and fear for a long span of time. The
benefits in the Hajj pilgrimage for the people include asking the Honorable the Exalted God for the
fulfillment of our needs; abandoning relentlessness of the heart; abandoning the daring of the self;

abandoning forgetfulness to remember God; abandoning lack of hope and engaging in action; renewal of



the rights; preventing the self from getting corrupt; benefiting the people in the East or the West of the
Earth - whether they live in the deserts or at sea; whether they partake in the Hajj pilgrimage or not;
whether they import things; whether they do business with men (a.s.ell or buy); and whether they are
dealers or needy men. It also includes the fulfillment of the needs of the people who live in that vicinity
where the Hajj pilgrims gather together as God has said, ‘That they may witness the benefits (provided)
for them.’d

And the reason behind the obligation of going on the Hajj pilgrimage once (in the lifetime) is that the
Honorable the Exalted God has considered the least powerful of the people in establishing the obligatory
deeds (they only need to go once). One of these obligations is the Hajj pilgrimage which is obligatory

once. God has encouraged the powerful people to go as often as they can.

And the reason behind establishing the House (of God) in the middle of the Earth is that it is the place
where land at first came out of water. All the winds that blow in the world start from there at the point
beneath the ‘a/-Rokn ash-Shami. The House of God was the first mausoleum established on the Earth.

Therefore, it is the center and the religious
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pilgrimage obligation for all the people whether they are from the East or the West. Mecca was so

named because the people used to whistle there, and they called whoever intended to go there as he



whistled. This is clear from the Words of the Honorable the Exalted God, ‘Their prayer at the House (of
God) is nothing but whistling and clapping of hands... 10 Here the word ‘Mecca used in the verse in

Arabic means whistling and the word ‘Tasdiyah used in the verse in Arabic means clapping.

And the reason behind the circumambulation around the House (of God) is that the Blessed the Sublime
God told the angels, 7 will create a vicegerent on earth.” They said, ‘Wilt Thou place therein one who will
make mischief therein and shed blood?...’11 They gave this reply to the Sublime God, but then they
became sorry, took refuge in the Throne and repented. The Honorable the Exalted God desired that
other servants worship in a similar fashion just like the angels. Therefore, He founded a House parallel
to the Throne in the Fourth Heaven called ‘Az-Zorah. Then He founded another House in the Heavens
of this world parallel to ‘Az-Zorah called ‘A/-Bayt al-Ma’mur. Then He founded this House parallel to
‘Al-Bayt al-Ma’mur. Then He ordered Adam (a.s.) to circumambulate around it. Then the Honorable the
Exalted God forgave him and this became a practice for his progeny all the way up until the Resurrection
Day.

And the reason behind kissing or touching the Black Stone is that when the Blessed the Sublime God
made a covenant with the children of Adam, the Black Stone swallowed it and thus made the people
obliged to honor this covenant. That is near the Black Stone they must say, ‘This is what | was entrusted
with and | fulfilled it. This is my covenant and | honored it. Therefore, bear witness that | honored my
covenant.” The same meaning lies in Salman’s words, ‘On the Resurrection Day the Black Stone will
appear like Mount Abi Qays with a tongue. It will testify on behalf of whoever has visited it.’

And the reason behind naming Mina (meaning beg) is that Gabriel descended to Abraham and said,
‘Beg12 your Lord for something.” Then Abraham asked that God establish the offering of a sheep instead
of offering his son Ishmael, and God order that the sheep be slaughtered for Him. Then this request was

granted.
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And the reason behind fasting is the realization of the feeling of hunger and thirst that one would suffer if
he was poor. Another reason is to suffer and be patient (during fasting so as to receive rewards, and to
act as proofs of the Hereafter’s hardships. In addition to all of this, fasting is a cause of elimination of lust
and acts as an advisor for us, and as a proof for the Hereafter to see its hardships. Fasting also makes
us realize the extent of hardships suffered by the poor and the indigent in this world and the Hereafter.

And God forbade killing since its allowance would corrupt the society, cause its destruction and the

corruption of His Plan.

And the Honorable the Exalted God forbade doing what might result in parents’ damnation (of us) is that
this would involve the disobedience of the Honorable the Exalted God and our parents; an approach to
the denial of blessings; cancellation of gratitude and what might lead to the cutting off of and the
disruption of family ties. This is because it involves not paying enough respect for parents, recognizing
their rights; the cutting off of family ties; the lack of the inclination of parents to see their children, and

quitting to upbring them since the parents no longer have any hopes in their well-being.

And God forbade adultery due to the corruption it results in, including murders, the disruption of family
relations, the abandoning of the proper raising of children, corruption in inheritance issues and other

similar forms of corruption.

And God forbade oppressively devouring the orphan’s property due to several corrupting reasons.
Firstly, when man oppressively devours an orphan’s property he has indeed acted as a partner in
murdering the orphan, since an orphan is not self-sufficient and cannot maintain himself. He cannot
support himself, and he has no one else to support him and maintain him as his parents would have
done. Therefore, if someone devours his property, it is as if he has killed the orphan by leading him into
poverty and destitution, even though the Honorable the Exalted God has admonished us against this act.
And He has established its punishment in the following Words of the Honorable the Exalted God, ‘Let
those (disposing of an estate) have the same fear in their minds as they would have for their own, if they
had left a helpless family behind: Let them fear God...””13
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Abi Ja’far (al-Bagir) (a.s.) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God has promised two punishments for
devouring the orphan’s property: punishments in this world and punishment in the Hereafter. The reason
for the forbiddance of devouring the orphan’s property is to maintain the orphan until he attains his
independence and does not need other people’s property. It is also meant to safeguard the survivors of
the orphan’s guardian, so that they do not have to suffer the same thing that the orphan suffers by
experiencing the punishment that God has promised for this world. Also the orphan will demand his
property when he grows up. Then it14 will result in such hatred, animosity and wrath that it will finally end
up in the destruction of them all.

And God forbade fleeing from the battle-field since it will weaken the religion, undermine the
Prophethood and the just Immaculate Leaders (a.s.), and not help them against their enemies. This will
result in punishment as it equates to denying what the Prophet (S) and the Imams (a.s.) invite us to
including the confession to His Lordship; expression of social justice; elimination of oppression;
destruction of corruption and whatever might happen due to the enemy getting daring with the Muslims,
and its consequences such as killing, destroying the Honorable the Exalted God'’s religion and any other

corruption.

And God forbade adopting Arab customs after the migration, since it implies returning from the religion,
abandoning the assistance to the Prophets (a.s.) and the Proofs (a.s.), and other corruption that it will

lead to. It would also imply the cancellation of all the rights of those who have some rights. This would



be similar to living like the Bedouins. Since if one recognizes the religion perfectly then he would not
associate with the ignorant ones and would fear them. Should one associate with the ignorant ones, he
would not be immune from slowly abandoning his own knowledge and become ignorant - even more

ignorant than the ignorant.

And God forbade whatever has been slaughtered in a name other than God’s. The Honorable the
Exalted God has made it incumbent for His creatures to bear witness to Him, mention His Name over
whatever (animals) they slaughter to make them allowable to eat, and as a way to make a distinction
between what is done to get nearer to Him and what establishes the worship of the Satans. There lies a

confession to His Lordship and Unity in mentioning the Name of the Honorable the
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Exalted, and there lies atheism and seeking to approach other deities in mentioning any other names
(while slaughtering). 15 Therefore, remembering God and mentioning His Name over what is slaughtered

is what would make a distinction between what God has allowed and what He has forbidden to eat.

And God forbade eating wild birds and beasts of prey16 since they all feed on the dead animals, human



corpses and human waste and the like17. Then the Honorable, the Exalted God has established some
signs in the wild animals and birds, so that those we are allowed to eat can be distinguishable from
those that are forbidden to eat. My father (a.s.) said, “Any wild animals that have canine teeth and any

birds that have claws are forbidden to eat. Any birds that have gizzards are allowable to eat.”

Another sign to distinguish between birds which we are allowed to eat and birds which are forbidden to
eat is that my father (a.s.) said, “Eat whichever of the birds that constantly flap their wings while flying,

and do not eat any of the birds that sometimes flap their wings but mostly glide.”

And God forbade eating rabbits as it has claws like cats and other beasts of prey. Therefore, the same
decree about beasts of prey applies to eating rabbits. In addition to this, there is some filthiness in it and
bleeding like that of menstruating women since it is a freak (perverted) animal18.

And the reason behind the forbiddance of usury is that God has admonished against it, because in it
there lies the destruction of property. When man buys one Dirham for two Dirhams while the worth of
one Dirham is only one Dirham, the second Dirham has become destroyed. Thus usury on transaction is
a loss under all circumstances for the buyer and the seller. Thus the Blessed the Sublime God forbade
usury due to its effect on destroying property as He has admonished against letting a fool have any
control over his own property, since there is the fear that he might destroy it. This holds until he matures
intellectually. Thus this is the reason God has forbidden usury, and the purchase of one Dirham in

exchange for two Dirhams.

And the reason behind the forbiddance of usury after the decree on it became clear is that practicing
usury implies the underestimation of what God has forbidden. That is committing a major sin after it has
been clarified. The Sublime God has forbidden it. This is nothing but an underestimation of the
forbiddance of what is forbidden, and such an underestimation equals becoming an atheist.
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And the reason behind the forbiddance of usury on loan19 is that doing good deeds will disappear, and
property will be destroyed. The people will be inclined to gain a benefit without exerting any effort. The
payment of loans will be abandoned while it is one of the good deeds. In this there is corruption,
oppression and the destruction of property.

And God forbade eating pork as a pig is ugly. The Honorable the Exalted God has set it as a lesson to
take heed of for the people, and as a scare crow and a reason to see what a freak it is for His creatures.

It is also because its food is the most contaminated - plus many more reasons.

God also forbade eating monkeys as they are freaks like pigs. He has set it as a lesson to take heed of
for the people, and as a scare crow and a reason to see what a freak is for His creatures. Also about the
monkey’s face, God established it like man to be a proof for man that it is one of the creatures upon

which there was God’s Wrath.

And God forbade eating whatever is dead due to the existence of things in them which would corrupt the
body and would cause calamities (a.s.erious diseases). The Honorable the Exalted God willed to
establish the mentioning of His Name to be the cause for the allowance of eating the animals and that

this act be what distinguishes between the allowed and the forbidden to eat.

And the Honorable the Exalted God forbade eating blood as He forbade eating the dead due to the
existence of things in them which would corrupt the body and would cause bile, bad breath, bad body
odor, bad temper, getting mean, lack of kindness and mercy so much that one might even kill his own
father or friend.

And God forbade eating a spleen since there is blood in it. The reason for this is the same as the reason

for the forbiddance of eating blood and the dead as both are in the same direction of corruption.

And the reason behind the nuptial gift and its obligation for men, and not upon the women to give to the
men is that the expenses of the woman are on the man’s shoulders. The woman is selling herself and
the man is the buyer. There is no selling without a cost and no buying without a payment, even though

women are excused from doing business and trade due to many reasons.
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And the reason behind the allowance of men to marry up to four women and the forbidding of women to
marry more than one man, is that if a man has four wives, his children are associated with him.
However, if a woman has two or more husbands, they cannot tell who the child belongs to since all the
husbands equally sleep with her. This will result in the disruption of family ties, inheritance and the
recognition of the father—children relations.

And the reason behind the limit of two wives for a slave is that he is like half of a free man in both
divorce and marriage. He does not have possession of himself. He cannot own any property. Even his
own expenses are paid by his master. This is so that there be a difference between him and a free man.
And the other reason for this is that he be less involved and pay more attention to the affairs of his

master.

And the reason behind allowing (a man to divorce his wife) a maximum of three times (before a woman
must marry someone else before she can be remarried t0)20 is that there is a chance in between each
divorce for the man to get attracted to her again, and his anger lessen.21 This is also to serve as an

admonishment and a way of making the women behave and not disobey their husbands. If not so, she



will deserve to be separated from her husband since she has done what she should not have done -

being disobedient to her husband.

And the reason behind the forbiddance of a man from ever again marrying a woman after he has
divorced her nine times is to serve as a punishment for him not to take divorce lightly, not to consider the
women to be weak, to carefully watch over his affairs and to know that there are no hopes for reunion

with her after divorcing her for nine times.22

And the reason behind the limitation of divorcing those owned by your right hand only two times23, is
that the divorcing of slave maids is considered to be half of that of divorcing free women. Therefore, God
has established a limit of two times as a precaution in order to perfect the decrees. The same rule holds
for the waiting period when their husbands die.24

And the reason behind not accepting the witnessing of women in cases of divorce and seeing the moon,
is due to their weakness of sight, and their friendship with other women. That is why their witnessing is

not allowed
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except in cases of necessity like the case of taking a midwife as a witness, or cases where men are not
allowed to look. This is similar to the case of the People of the Book, when we cannot find anyone else
to bear witness as we read in the Honorable the Exalted God’s Book, ..two just men of your own
(brotherhood) 25 from the Muslims ‘or others from outside... 26 from the pagans. It is also similar to the

witnessing of immature children in cases of murder when there are no other witnesses.

And the reason behind the requirement of four witnesses to adultery and only two for other crimes is the
severity of the punishment for adultery, since there is the punishment of execution for it. Therefore, He
established double witness requirements for it, since it involves the killing of the people, the disruption of

the relationship between fathers and children, and causes inheritance problems.

And the reason behind the allowance of children’s property for their father without requiring any
permission from them, and the forbiddance of the property of the father for the children without his
permission is that the children themselves are born of their father. The Honorable the Exalted God said,
“..He bestows (children) male or female according to His Will (and Plan).” Also the children get their
sustenance from their father, whether they are small or have grown up. They are associated with him
and they are called and are known by his name. The Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘Call them by (the
names of) their fathers: that is juster in the sight of God... 27 Also the Prophet (S) said, “You and your
possessions all belong to your father.” However, the mother’s case is not the same. That is she cannot
take her children’s possessions without the permission of her children or their father’s permission, since
the father is the one who pays for the children’s living expenses, while the mother does not have to pay
for their living expenses.

And the reason why the claiming side has to provide the reasoning and the claimant has to swear (by
the Qur’an) in all cases, except for bloodshed, is that the claimant cannot provide any proof for his case
since he does not know anything. Thus, he has to swear that he is innocent. However, in case of
bloodshed, the claimant’s side must provide the reasoning and the claiming side must swear to his
claim. This is to prevent undue bloodshed of Muslims and also prevents any torture. In addition, there
are usually few to swear that someone has committed murder, so it is very hard for the claimant to

provide reasoning.
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And the reason behind swearing (by the Qur'an) - that is fifty men should swear - is to make it harder
and to be more cautious about shedding undue blood.

And the reason behind chopping off the right hand of a thief is that he engages in the act of robbery
using his right hand which is the noblest human part, and is the most useful one. Therefore, God has
established chopping it off as a punishment and as a lesson for others to take heed of and not obtain
any property in ways other than what is legitimate. Also most thefts are carried out using the right hand.
God also abandoned the forceful seizure of property and obtaining it through ways other than the
allowed ways, since there is a lot of corruption in that. It is forbidden since corruption is the main cause

of destruction, etc.

And God forbade robbery because it would have caused corruption in property and killing people were it
allowed. It would also lead to killing, fighting and jealousy due to unlawful seizure. Were it allowed, it
would lead to the abandonment of business and work, and everyone would be equally entitled to
everything.

And the reason behind beating the body of an adulterer hard is that he or she has engaged his or her
body in adultery and all of his or her body has derived pleasure. Beating the body is its punishment, and

as a lesson for them to take heed of and know that this is one of the greatest crimes.

And the reason behind the punishment of eighty lashes for malicious accusation (qadhf) or drinking wine
is that there lies the denial of relations, killing and breakage of family ties in malicious accusations. One
who drinks wine will hallucinate when he gets drunk and will make false accusations. Therefore, he also

deserves to be punished for malicious accusations.

And the reason behind killing an adulterer or adulteress after the execution of the Divine Punishment
three times, is that he or she has underestimated and paid so little attention to the punishment of lashes
that he or she considers himself or herself to be free to do this deed. Another reason behind this is that
whoever underestimates God and the Divine Punishment is an atheist. Thus it becomes incumbent to kill

him or her for becoming an atheist.
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And the reason behind the forbiddance of men for men (being gay) and women for women (being
lesbian) is the nature of women and man’s natural inclination to women. In the case of gay and lesbian
relationships between men with men, and women with women there will be a break in the generations,

corruption of the natural order and the world’s destruction.

And the Honorable the Exalted God allowed eating cow’s meat, sheep’s meat and camel’s meat due to
their abundance, and their availability. The reason for the allowance of eating wild cows and others
similar animals is that they eat allowable foods which are not harmful for them or men, and not eat

abominable or forbidden foods. They are also not created to be ugly.

And the reason why God has made it abominable to eat mules and domesticated asses is that the
people need them to ride on and for carrying loads. There is a fear that they would become so scarce
that they become extinct. It is not due to them being created ugly or eating bad things.

And God forbade looking at women’s hair who are in bonds of marriage to their husbands and also other

women, since that would sexually arouse a man, and this sexual arousal would lead him into corruption



and partaking of what is not proper or allowed. The same thing holds for other things like their hair which
they must cover up except for what the Sublime God has allowed in the following verse, ‘Such elderly
women as are past the prospect of marriage, there is no blame on them if they lay aside their (outer)
garments, provided they make not a wanton display of their beauty... 28 meaning other than their
garments. Then there is no problem with looking at their hair.

And the reason behind the female share of inheritance being half of the male share is that when women
marry they take something, but when men marry they have to give something. 29 That is why the male
share has been set to be more. Another reason behind the male share being double that of a female
share of inheritance is that women are maintained by men. When they need something, the men have to
provide for their needs. Such a responsibility does not lie on women regarding the protection and
maintenance of men. Men cannot take any expenses from their women.30 Therefore the Sublime God
has established a larger share
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for men. These are the Honorable the Exalted God’s words, ‘Men are the protectors and maintainers of
women, because God has given the one more (a.s.trength) than the other, and because they support



them from their means... 31

And the reason behind a wife not inheriting from her husband’s land, except for the price of the building
on it, is that the land cannot be divided. Nor can the land be moved from its place to another place. A
woman is allowed to leave and cut off relationships from the family. She is allowed to change her
husband, but no such possibility exists for the father and the children since their ties cannot be broken.
Therefore, the inheritance for the relationship which can be broken, moved or exchanged is only from
what can be moved, since they are of a similar nature. And the inheritance for the relationship that is

stable and cannot be broken is from what is similarly stable and fixed.

33-2 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutawakkil - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated that Ali ibn
Al-Husayn As-Sa’dabadi quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sanan that he had heard Abal Hassan Ali ibn Musa Ar-
Ridha’ (a.s.) say, “God forbade drinking wine because of its corrupting effect. Wine changes the intellect
of the one who drinks it. It will drive him to deny the Honorable the Exalted God. It will result in him
ascribing false accusations to Him and His Messengers. There is also other corruption in it like killing,
malicious accusations, adultery, and not avoiding other forbidden things. That is why any intoxicating
drink has also been forbidden, since it has the same effects as wine does. Therefore, anyone who
believes in God, the Final Day, our Mastery (of the Imams), or claims our friendship should avoid any
intoxicating drinks. There will be no relations between us and those who drink!”32
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1. Ghusl for the two festivals (‘Eids): ‘Eid ul-Adha, and ‘Eid ul-Fitr. Ghusl is also recommended on the Day of al-Ghadir,
which is the eighteenth day of the month of Dhi al-Hijja, which is the day when the Prophet Muhammad (S) appointed Al
ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) as the successor after him.



2. Ghusl is obligatory when one touches a corpse after it has become cold and before washing it. As for the animals other
than man, Ghusl is not obligatory for him when he touches them after their death.

3. From the elbow down to the finger tips

4. With a wet hand from the front of the top of the head

5. From the tip of the toes to the ankle. Rubbing should be done over the bare skin. It is not permitted to rub over an
obstacle such as shoes and socks, and he who rubs over them opposes God’s Book and the traditions of His Messenger.
Therefore, such a person’s ablution is invalid.

6. Kiraman Katibin: angels writing down your deeds. “But verily over you (are appointed angels) to protect you, kind and
honorable, writing down (your deeds). They know (and understand) all that ye do.”[Qur’an, 82:10-12].

7. So that communal disagreements do not form

8. Quran, 3:186

9. Quran, 22:28

10. Qur'an, 8:35

11. Qur'an, 2:30

12. In Arabic beg means ‘Tamina, hence Mina is used meaning to beg.

13. Qur'an, 4:9

14. Devouring the orphan’s property

15. Since this would imply making an offering to deities other than the One and Only God.

16. Beasts of prey: It is forbidden to eat the flesh of beasts of prey, whether they are wild such as lions, wolves, and tigers
or birds such as falcons, Egyptian vultures, and the like.

17. Birds of prey are carnivores, which means they eat animal flesh. Some of them, like vultures, feed on dead and rotting
flesh that could transmit diseases. This might not affect the vulture, but it might affect humans who eat the vulture.

18. See tradition No. 27-2 in Volume 1 for a more detailed description of perverted animals like pigs, etc.

19. ‘Those who devour usury will not stand except as stand one whom the Evil one by his touch Hath driven to madness.
That is because they say, "Trade is like usury," but God hath permitted trade and forbidden usury. Those who after
receiving direction from their Lord, desist, shall be pardoned for the past; their case is for God (to judge); but those who
repeat (the offence) are companions of the Fire: They will abide therein (forever).’[Quran, 2:275]

20. ‘A divorce is only permissible twice: after that, the parties should either hold together on equitable terms, or separate
with kindness.” [Qur’an, 2:229]

21. Note that according to Islam once a man divorces his wife for the third time, they can no longer remarry with each other
unless she marries someone else, the marriage is consummated and gets divorced.

22. The above-mentioned procedure for divorcing one’s wife three times and remarrying her after her getting married to
someone else and getting divorced from him, can only be repeated for a maximum of three times. Therefore, this would
limit the maximum allowable instances of a man divorcing a given wife to nine times after which they can never remarry
with each other again.

23. Before they must be married to someone else, and divorced by them before they can be remarried to

24. The waiting period for divorced women before they remarry is stated in the following verses, ‘Divorced women shall wait
concerning themselves for three monthly periods (before marrying another man). Nor is it lawful for them to hide what God
Hath created in their wombs, if they have faith in God and the Last Day. And their husbands have the better right to take
them back in that period, if they wish for reconciliation. And women shall have rights similar to the rights against them,
according to what is equitable; but men have a degree (of advantage) over them. And God is Exalted in Power, Wise.’
[Quran, 2:228]

As for women who have reached menopause or are pregnant: ‘Such of your women as have passed the age of monthly
courses, for them the prescribed period, if ye have any doubts, is three months, and for those who have no courses (it is
the same): for those who carry (life within their wombs), their period is until they deliver their burdens: and for those who
fear God, He will make their path easy.’[Qur’an, Divorce 65:4-5] The waiting period for such women is half that of free
women, i.e. 2 months and 5 days. ‘If any of you die and leave widows behind, they shall wait concerning themselves four
months and ten days: When they have fulfilled their term, there is no blame on you if they dispose of themselves in a just



and reasonable manner. And God is well acquainted with what ye do.” [Qur'an, 2:234]

25. Qur'an, Maida 5:106

26. “O ye who believe! When death approaches any of you, (take) witnesses among yourselves when making bequests,
two just men of your own (brotherhood) or others from outside if ye are journeying through the earth, and the chance of
death befalls you (thus). If ye doubt (their truth), detain them both after prayer, and let them both swear by God, “We wish
not in this for any worldly gain, even though the (beneficiary) be our near relation: we shall hide not the evidence before
God: if we do, then behold! the sin be upon us!” [Qur'an, Maida 5:106]

27. Quran, 33:5

28. Qur'an, 24:60

29. Islam considers the nuptial gift and maintenance of the wife and the family as an essential and effective role for the
husband in the consolidation of a marriage. These regulations ensure domestic harmony and coherence. The nuptial gift
and the maintenance expenses being compulsory, naturally a woman's financial commitments have been reduced and
man's burden has proportionately increased. To compensate a man for his extra burden, his share in inheritance has been
fixed at twice that of a woman.

30. Islam considers the nuptial gift and maintenance of the wife and the family as an essential and effective role for the
husband in the consolidation of a marriage. These regulations ensure domestic harmony and coherence. The nuptial gift
and the maintenance expenses being compulsory, naturally a woman's financial commitments have been reduced and
man's burden has proportionately increased. To compensate a man for his extra burden, his share in inheritance has been
fixed at twice that of a woman.

31. Quran, Nisaa 4:34

32. This implies that in the Hereafter there will be no intercession by us (the Imams) on behalf of those who drink.
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