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Chapter 36: On Ar-Ridha”s Entry to Neishaboor
and Where He Resided

36-1 Abu Wasi’ Muhammad ibn Ahmed ibn Ishaq al-Neishaboor narrated that he had heard his
grandmother Khadijah - the daughter of Hamdan ibn Pasandeh say, “When Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) entered
Neishaboor, he went to the western part of the town to a region known as “Lashabaz” and resided in my
grandfather’s house. My grandfather was called “Pasandeh” since Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) was pleased with his
house and chose it to reside in. “Pasandeh’ is a Farsi word meaning ‘pleased with.” When he (a.s.)
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our house he planted an almond tree in a corner of the yard. That plant grew for one year until it turned
into a big almond tree yielding almonds. When the people became informed about this, they started
picking the almonds to heal their patients. Whoever was ill was blessed by eating an almond from that
tree. He would eat it and get healed. Whoever had any eye pains would place an almond from that tree
on his eyes and they would be healed.

Whenever a pregnant woman had severe labour pains, she would eat one of the almonds and her
delivery became easy. Whenever any of the animals had colic, they would tie one of the branches of that
tree under its stomach and it was healed by the blessings of Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.). Some time passed and
that tree dried up. Then my grandfather chopped off some of its branches and then he lost his sight.
Then Ibn Hamdan who was called Abu Amr cut off its trunk and destroyed it. Later his property worth
seventy to eighty thousand Dirhams was destroyed at the gateway to Fars. He lost it all and nothing was
left for him. Abu Amr had two sons who worked for Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Samjoor. One was called
Abul Qasim and the other one was called Abu Sadiq. They decided to reconstruct the house. They
saved up twenty thousand Dirhams to do so. During the reconstruction, they pulled out the roots of that
tree not knowing what would happen to them. Later on one of them became in charge of the lands, the
property and the gardens of Khorasan’s governor. He returned in a carriage after some time with his
whole right leg turned black. The meat slowly disintegrated and he died in less than one month. The
older brother became employed in the office of Neishaboor’s ruler. A group of people gathered around
him. He had a fine handwriting style.

One day when all the workers were present one of his workers said, ‘May God protect the owner of this
beautiful handwriting from the evil eye.” Just then his hands started to shake. The pen fell out of his hand
and his hand abscessed. He went home. Abul Abbas - the secretary - and some other people went to
see him. They told him, ‘This is due to high blood pressure. You should have a phlebotomy performed.’
He accepted and had a blood-letting done. They came back the next day and told him, “You must have
a phlebotomy performed.” He did so again, but his hand turned black and he died due to that. Both
brothers died in a period of less than one year.”
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