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Chapter 43: On Poems About Patience and
Silence in Front of the Ignorant, and Not
Treating Friends With Reproach, and Attracting
the Enemy So That He Becomes Friends and on

Hiding Secrets

43-1 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutawakkil, Muhammad ibn Isam al-Kolayni, Abu Muhammad Al-
Hassan ibn Ahmad al-Mo’addib, Ali ibn Abdullah al-Warrag, Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran
al-Daggaq - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yaqoob al-Kolayni - may
God forgive him - quoted on the authority of Ali ibn Ibrahim Al-Alawi Al-dJawani, on the authority of

Musa ibn Muhammad
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al-Moharibi, on the authority of a man whose name he had mentioned, on the authority of Abil Hassan
Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) that Al-Ma’mun asked the Imam (a.s.), “Have the people ever recited any poems for
you?” He (a.s.) replied, “Yes. They have told me a lot.” He said, “Then recite to us the best poem that
they have recited to you about patience.” He (a.s.) said,

Whenever | face someone lower than me

hurt me out of ignorance

| honor myself and

do not treat him out of ignorance, too.

If he equals me in terms of intelligence

| treat him with patience so as to be nobler than him.

And if he is higher than me in terms of nobility and sagacity
Then | recognize his right of superiority and nobility.

Then Al-Ma’'mun said, “How excellent! Who said it?” He (a.s.) replied, “One of our youth.” Al-Ma’mun
said, “Please recite for us the best poem you have heard regarding remaining silent in the presence of
the ignorant and not fighting with friends. He (a.s.) said,

My friend stays away from me to break up

| show him that there are means to break up.

| see that if | treat him with reproach

| have pushed him to break up

Then | consider to abandon reproach.

When | face an ignorant, selfish friend

Who believes in the feasibility of the unfeasible
| prefer to remain silent, perhaps

Silence is itself a form of response!

Al-Ma’'mun said, “How excellent! Who has said it?” The Imam (a.s.) replied, “One of our youth.” Al-

Ma’mun said, “Please tell me the best poems about turning enemies into friends.” He (a.s.) said,
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Treating ogres with friendship | have overcome them

And have heavily burdened them under my debt by forgiving.

One who does not fend off the wicked deeds of his enemy with friendliness
Has not learned toleration from the highest ranks.

| have not seen any faster way to alleviate

Old grudges than with quick friendliness.

Then Al-Ma’'mun said, “How excellent! Who has said it?” The Imam (a.s.) replied, “One of our youth.”

Al-Ma’mun said, “Please tell me the best poems about hiding secrets.” He (a.s.) said,

| am used to forgetting secrets

so that | do not spread them around.

Then guard the secrets you know by forgetting them.

| fear that | might remember it

And my heart may spread it around.

It is probable that one does not divulge a secret, but so often

It comes to his mind that he cannot bear to keep it imprisoned!

Then Al-Ma’'mun said, “What would you say if you want the people to throw dirt over a book?”1 The
Imam (a.s.) replied, “I would say: ‘Tarrab.” Al-Ma’mun said, “What if it is from ‘a/-Sahha?” He (a.s.)

(144

replied, “Sahe.” He asked, “What about ‘Tayn?” He (a.s.) replied, ““Tayyan.” Then Al-Ma’'mun told his
servant, “Pour dirt over this writing and fold it. Place it in clay and seal it.2 Then send it to Al-Fadhl ibn

Sahl. Take three hundred thousand Dirhams from him for Abil Hassan (a.s.).”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) - may God be pleased with him - said, “What Ar-Ridha’
(a.s.) accepted from Al-Ma’mun is similar to what the Prophet (S) accepted from the kings, and is similar
to what Al-Hassan ibn Ali (a.s.) accepted from Mo’awiya, and the other Immaculate Imams (a.s.)

accepted from the Caliphs. It is proper for one to accept things when the whole world belongs to him and



they confiscate it all, but return some of it to him.”
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Other Poems Which Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) Used to Read and Draw

Similitudes From

43-2 Ali ibon Muhammad ibn Imran al-Daqgaq - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Kufi quoted on the authority of Sahl ibn Ziyad al-Adami, on the authority of
Abdul Adheem ibn Abdullah Al-Hassani, on the authority of Mo’ammar ibn Khallad and others that they
went to see Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.). One of them asked Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.), “May we be your ransom! Why do you
look so pale?” The Imam (a.s.) replied, “I stayed up last night and was thinking about the following poem
by Marvan ibn Abi Hafsat:

How come it could not be that
The children of the daughter inherit instead of paternal uncles.

Then | went to sleep and saw someone holding onto the door frame and saying:

How come it could not be that

The pagans be the pillars of Islam?

The children of the daughter inherit from their grandfather
While the uncle is abandoned without any share.

How could the one captured and freed inherit?3

Many of the captured confessed fearing the sword.

And the Qur’an informed you about the nobility of the one
And has told you about all the relevant decrees.

Indeed the son of Fatima, well-known by his name

Is the one to inherit from the Prophet from his paternal uncles.
But the son of Notayla4 will stand wondering on the side



Crying while the relatives sympathize.
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43-3 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d
ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hashem, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Mogheera
that he had heard Abal Hassan Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) say:

Now you live in a residence short-lived

In which your deeds are accepted indeed.
See you not how death encompasses us all
And destroys our aspirations all.

There you rush to fulfill your lustful desires
And procrastinate your repentance

But death will overcome you by surprise
But what will the intelligent learn from this?

43-4 In the year 314 A.H. (925 A.D.) Al-Hassan ibn Abdullah ibn Sa’eed Al-Askari narrated that Abu
Bakr Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Fadhl - known as ibn al-Khabbaz - quoted on the authority of
lbrahim ibn Ahmad al-Katib, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Husayn - Abil Fay’yaz’s secretary, on the
authority of his father, “We were present in the meeting held by Ali ibn Musa (a.s.). A man complained
about his brother. Then the Imam (a.s.) said,

Forgive your brother for his sins.

Cover up and hide his imperfections.

Calmly bear the accusations of the fools
And leave to time their declamations.

Be noble and do not respond

And entrust all oppressors to the Reckoner!”



43-5 Muhammad ibn Musa al-Mutawakkil narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the
authority of his father, on the authority of al-Rayyan ibn al-Salt, “Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) recited the following

poem about Abdul Muttalib for me.
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The people all find fault with time

But we ourselves are the fault of the time.

We blame the time, but the fault is in us.

If the time could talk, it would make fun of us.

In fact, wolves tear down their enemies, but do not eat their meat.
But some of us clearly eat other people’s meat (gossiping).

We dress nice to fool the people well

Woe be to those who are strange and know us not well.”

43-6 Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may God forgive him - narrated that
Abu Sa’eed Al-Husayn ibn Ali al-Adawi quoted on the authority of al-Haytham ibn Abdullah al-Romani
that Ali ibn Musa Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) quoted on the authority of his father Musa ibn Ja’far (a.s.), on the
authority of his father Ja’far ibon Muhammad (a.s.), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali (a.s.),
on the authority of Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.), on the authority of his father (a.s.), “The Commander of the
Faithful (a.s.) said,

He created the creatures with His Ability.
Some are generous and some are miserly

But the generous ones are in comfort



But the miserly has long misery.”

43-7 Al-Hakim Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad al-Bayhagqi narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Sowli
quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn Abi Ebad, on the authority of his uncle, “Although
Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) rarely recited poems, one day | heard him (a.s.) recite the following poem:

We all hope death to grant us more time
While death itself destroys all hopes.
Let not false hopes fool you.

Be moderate and abandon falsehood.
This world is like a vanishing shade

A temporary resting place for riders
Who shall depart it shortly later.
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Then | asked the Imam (a.s.), “May God honor you! Who recited this?” He (a.s.) replied, “An Iragi has

said it for you.” | said, “Abul al-Atahiya recited this to me regarding himself.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “Call



him by his own name. Abandon calling people by names that are a form of a put down. Indeed God the
Glorified the Highest said, “..nor call each other by (offensive) nicknames...’s Perhaps the man detests
this.”

43-8 Ahmad ibn Ziyad al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn
Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Muhammad Al-Hassani,
“Al-Ma’mun sent a young girl to Abil Hassan Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.). Upon entering, she expressed her dislike
of his white hair. When the Imam (a.s.) noticed this he returned her to Al-Ma’mun with the following

poem that he (a.s.) himself composed:

My white hair informs me of the approach of my death
At old age one accepts advice

Yes, indeed youth passed and has ended now

And | will never experience its return

| cry and weep over it having gone by

And keep on calling it perhaps it hears my call

Ah! What | have lost

My lying self forces me to want it back

Beautiful women fear my white hair

But whoever stays too long will get old

| see the beautiful silver-colored women running away from me.
Now my share is their separation from me

If youth which has now gone by was my beloved friend
Now it is old age that is my friend

| will be in its company with piety until

The soon to arrive death separates us!
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43-9 Al-Hakim Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad al-Bayhagqi narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Sowli
quoted on the authority of Abu Thakwan, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Al-Abbas that Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.)

often recited the following:

When you are blessed by goodness do not get dazzled by that, but
keep on asking God to keep you healthy and perfect the blessings.

1. They used to pour some soft dirt over what they wrote in ink so that it would dry.

2. They used to place letters in clay and seal them so that no one could see the contents except for the one to whom it was
addressed.

3. Referring to Abbas ibn Abdul Mottalib who was amongst the enemy troops and was enslaved by the Muslims and was
later freed.

4. Bint Jinab — the mother of Abbas ibn Mottalib

5. Quran, 49:11
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