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Chapter 4: Prophethood

Introduction

There is no doubt that at different peaks of human history, there were brought about certain intellectuals
and social movements by individuals known as "Messengers". Much discussion has been focussed so
for concerning these "Messengers", and the issue of prophethood, their attitude towards human life, arid
this issue, in fact, has had a long drawn history. Many things have been written and much has been said
on the subject.

In this issue, various subjects have been so amassed that, on many occasions, researchers have been
prevented from moving in the proper direction of study and survey. There have existed .and still exist
numerous individuals who thoroughly entangle themselves with the study of and probe into a series of
fruitless and non-productive issues, and resultantly gain nothing from such efforts.

Of course, the proper way of studying the issue of prophethood is to delve into an objective and external
review or the subject and to study the influence of the “Prophet’s Movement” on various aspects of
human life. What was the role of prophethood in their life and its relationship with other aspects of life?
What was the attitude towards the life of those individuals who claimed to receive divine revelation, and
to enjoy supporters, and who brought about movements, and currently raised tens of millions of followers
in the world, and are today held in high esteem in human history?

This discussion, in fact, can act as an evaluation of the ties of prophethood with other aspects of human
life. Undoubtedly, our survey in this booklet is to carry out an instructive study of those individuals who
want to find a "formulated" viewpoint on the issue of prophethood and its role in their lives, as well as its
lies with different aspects of life and thus bring these issues, in their mind, out of the torturing darkness
of ambiguity and misunderstanding.

When man's thoughts get "formulated" and the ambiguous points, which constantly cause scattering of
thoughts and vertigo, become explicit, man becomes more ready for a practical approach towards his
mental objective because his mental obstacles have already been smoothed out. Therefore, in this
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survey, we do not intend to establish the prophethood of prophets or to scientifically explain the issue of
"divine revelation".

Rather, we only pursue to duly "formulate" a thought, held in respect of the issue of "prophethood" by a
believing Muslim, which is not free from ambiguity and vertigo, and to relate it in a regulated manner
since this is an instructional survey.

Due to this reason, our main evidence in this discussion is the Holy Qur'an itself. Here we would speak
of the issue of prophethood and its relationship with different aspect of life as Stated in the Holy Qur'an,
and seek help also from history in special cases where we have available an explicit and expressive
background.

Issue Of Prophethood And Prophets

During the course of history, there has been granted prophethood to such individuals who were talented,
possessing a high degree of intelligence: What has this prophethood been? Prophethood has meant that
these individuals, on account of their special degree of discernment and intelligence received certain
teaching, from the Creator of this world who had made it binding upon them to convey the same to the
rest to humanity.

This particular and exceptional degree of intelligence and discernment has been termed as "revelation" in
the Holy Qur'an. In the same way, this mission and obligation is known as “prophethood” in Farsi
language and "mission" in Arabic.

How and in which way does man come to believe in the presence of such a typical awareness and
discernment in prophets? The answer is through studying and accurately probing into the private life,
personal state, and individual and social behaviour of these individuals, the degree of their thinking and
learning prior to "divine revelation and after it, and their amazing and untiring efforts aimed at fructifying
these instructions, and the mission which they claimed to have been assigned to them, in a way that a
researcher is compelled to accept the presence of a special mental state in these individuals. In other
words, there is an exceptional degree of learning, excitement and zeal which human beings are devoid
of, present in such individuals.1

Of course, they also possessed the power, if necessary, to create miracles and to accomplish
extraordinary tasks beyond the power of ordinary human beings, to establish the rightfulness of their
claim.

A study of the exceptional knowledge and state of mind constitutes one of the avenues of the human
psychological research today. Psychology or observation of "special and exceptional mental states",
different types of which exist even today in some individuals in the form of a very strong feeling of
anticipation, finds itself confronted with very complicated and deep mental issues.



And of course, in the manner which is usual with knowledge, it is trying to discern something more of
these complications and to express views on them. The time is now over for a researcher, upon coming
across such a special state, to content himself with a series of superficial explanations and
argumentations, and in this way, acceptance of a series of special and exceptional states of mind in
some human beings continues to be not only something acceptable but also interesting.

"Divine revelation"' is a particular stale of exceptional moods of mind, and psychology today doesn't have
at its disposal, even a single individual, endowed with it, for carrying out studies and scientific probe.
Due to this reason, a psychologist, similar to any other individual, can come to believe, by way of an
accurate reviewal of the biography, efforts and teachings of a prophet, that this individual has enjoyed an
especially exceptional state of mind (divine revelation).

But it is evident that he would never have access to such an individual in order to study his internal
domain closely by applying different methods, and for example "special psychological and
psychoanalytical tests".

Prophets have not only possessed this special awareness and discernment, but also enjoyed a strong
and invincible will power, zeal and extraordinary warmth emanating from a very firm faith in their mission
and teachings, as well as other spiritual and moral capabilities to carry out their mission in which they
were constantly confronted with stiff opponents and to resume and dangerous problems.

In these individuals, there existed no privilege, element and index that could give them superiority over
man. They have been human beings like all other men, hut possessing the capability of receiving divine
revelation.2 They have existed in different parts of the world. The life history and movement of a number
of them are available.

For instance, "the life history, efforts and movement of the Prophet of Islam who was born in 7th century
A.D. in Hijaz (Saudi Arabia), lived there and brought about from there the roots of Islamic religion based
upon divine revelation (Holy Qur'an) are in full explicitness. The same applies to the recorded details of
his Life. This is among the most reliable evidence of man's recorded history".

Prophets who have been mentioned in the Holy Qur'an, have existed in the Orient and especially in the
current "Middle East". The Holy Qur'an has mentioned the names of 25 prophets.3 Some of these
prophets were ordained in societies which enjoyed an advanced civilization, while some others did so in
backward societies. In the Holy Qur'an, in this respect, due attention has been devoted to the efforts of
prophets in different regions of the Middle East.

The culture and destiny of the societies from which Islam had emerged were thoroughly linked with the
culture and destiny or the religions of these prophets. Quite naturally, the Qur'an while speaking of
"Prophethood", call of Prophets, their mission and ratification of the deviations brought by them in
religion, constantly speaks of them and throws light upon their character.



Have there been ordained prophets in other parts and societies of the world? In this respect, we must
await the results of historical researches and explanations in future. The Holy Qur'an, in general speaks
in this regard:

"We sent Messengers before thee; of some We have related thee, and some we have not related
thee". (40:78; 4: 64)

Prophethood And Human Life

What have divine prophets gifted to man? Where in human life have they given new things and new
teachings to him and, in general terms, what have they wanted to accomplish? Have some of them been
moralists bringing a new series of moral teachings? Did they offer, like philosophers, a new philosophy
and passed their lives in explaining through logic and intricate argumentations...while being isolated from
the realities of society and hue and cry of life?

Were they politicians-cum-rulers who, in disregard to "ideology" and its great and prime role in human
life, sought to rule the people? And lastly, where in the giant structure or human thinking, learning, law
and culture, which were brought about, and which attained progress in a space of thousands of years,
did they have any involvement, and to what portions of this structure did they give new thought and
plan?

We can study, in three sections, the ties or prophethood with different aspects or human life:

1. Prophets and “human global view”.

2. "Prophets and social system of human life in law, government, economy etc.”

3. "Prophets and natural learning of man".

Prophethood has been involved with the three aforesaid main and general issue, and if we seek to
respond to our earlier questions, then we must say that in these three main sections of the giant
structure of human learning and culture, prophethood has engaged itself in the following order.

Prophets And "World View"

The issue of "world view" has occupied a very sublime position in human history. If the writing of history,
in the past, comprised giving a detailed description of battles and conquests of kings and rulers, today
full attention is paid to the fact that various phases of social life of the past people and most important of
all, that overall world view and the mental infrastructure which had dominated, be analysed.

World view, that is, the general attitude which man has towards the reality of life and world, and its
beginning and end, and the element effective in it and the sources motivating it as well as the destiny or



man himself, constitutes one of the very effective elements in shaping up human life. Similar is the
important role or the world view in the life of a society.

World view is not merely the element motivating actions and historical development in societies, but it is
also one of the effective and top-grade elements bringing about these motivations and evolutions.

With the advancement in historical research, we find different kinds of "world view" in various races and
societies, and the overall altitude of man towards this world, reality of life and elements effective in it as
well as in his own destiny have always been the factors that brought considerable amount of human
effort in their wake. "World view" has constantly played the role of an element giving "direction".

All human efforts are the outcome of various energies existing in him, and such efforts have constantly
taken place and would do so in future, but to find out the goal and the course pursued by these efforts,
there is need to have the determining elements. One such very effective element is the "world view" of
man.

Prophets were directly involved with the issue of "world view" of human being. They had waged struggles
against the declining world views of societies, and introduced specific world views. They have put in
tremendous efforts to make the societies absorb their suggested world views and accept the same.

Perhaps, explanations and comments on the "world views" of divine religions, presented by various
prophets, might be put at the disposal of the dear readers in a separate booklet, but in the instant
discussion, which deals with the attitude of prophet towards the issue of world view alone, there is need
to pay attention to the following few points:

The most dangerous of sinister world views, which prevailed in the era of prophets in different forms, is
the world view on idol-worship· Belief in gods made or wood, stone and precious jewels and their likes,
to have faith in their effectiveness in affecting human destiny, to lose faith in human efforts, to fail in
discerning the minute and complicated global system, movement towards misleading objectives, and
consequently to remain constant in life and to be plunged in misfortunes, corruption and deprivation are
the true manifestations of the idol-worshipping "world view". This world view has been staunchly
opposed and combated by prophets.4

Besides idol-worship in its famous meaning of the past, ''profiteering" and epicurism which is a specific
world view, has been the target of blows inflicted as a result of prophets' struggles. Besides personal
profit and loss, lack of thinking, in itself, is a son of world view in which man considers himself to be the
focal point of everything and comes to believe that all efforts and movements must be made with the
purpose or securing greater pleasure in life.

This becomes the determining factor in his life, and this school of thought has been combated by
prophets. Ancestor-worship, nationalism and various other forms of worship which themselves constitute
another type of world view have staunchly blocked the path of prophet, who have intensely combated



those schools to depict the baselessness and hollowness of such thoughts.5

The world view of "materialism", in its philosophical sense, hits prevailed less in the era of prophets
because, in these eras, the principle of metaphysics had mostly been accepted and there was less
reluctance to it. The object here is not to enumerate all the world views combated by prophets, but the
intention is to quote most significant examples in an attempt to further explain the issue.

The manner of approach of prophets towards these sinister world views has resembled a full-fledged
ideological struggle which has constituted, in total excitement, zeal and epic, the infrastructure of the
religious movement brought about by them.

Due to this reason, the goal of prophets was to create faith among their followers. We know that "faith"
has an absolute ideological nature. In Qur'an, while referring to the call of a prophet, the word "faith" has
been used so frequently, and it has been mentioned so much to state different stales of faith, its effects
and issues related to it that no other issue has been discussed to that extent.

This becomes very easily evident to anyone who takes even a passing look at Qur'anic verses. If in the
present-day Islamic society, "faith" is interpreted as a series of cold, dry and lifeless beliefs instead of
this exciting and zealous ideological nature, it is also a part of 1hose dangerous alterations chat have
emerged in religious concepts.

Unity In Prophet's World View

A basic and interesting principle is that all prophets have invited people to a common and specific world
view, and offered common principles. The Qur'an declares that existing differences in the world view of
divine religions are not linked with their founders, that is, prophets, but are caused by the fact that
changes were brought about, after these prophets, by some individuals who declared themselves to be
the protectors and preachers of the school of those prophets in order to gain a series of personal
interests or as a result of ignorance and under the influence of other schools over the specific world view
advocated by a prophet.

They also made unjust interpretations. General ignorance of the masses also played a major role in
these changes and alterations.6

It was in this way that sometime after the death of a prophet, the world view, offered by him, was altered.
The next prophet announced the same world view brought by the earlier prophet, and after some time,
there again took place deviations in the world view of the adherents of this prophet. The result was, for
example, that after passage of a long time since the emergence of two prophets, there came to exist two
separate schools of thought whereas both these prophets had made a call to a single school.

It is better to quote a specific example: Nowadays, we observe that there exist considerable and explicit
differences among the world views of "Jewish "and "Christian" faiths whereas "Judaism" follows Prophet



Moses and Christians adhere to the Holy Christ. Where from do these differences result?

The Holy Qur'an says that Prophet Moses urged the people to follow a specific divine world view and
promoted it among the Israelites. This world view was reflected in the "Tora". Israelite religious scholars
brought about some improper alterations in this world view and interpreted it in incorrect ways.7

Apart from the prophets who were ordained after Moses among Israelites and who tried to bring back the
religion of Judaism in its proper form, there was abo ordained the Holy Christ who declared that these
improper interpretations were added to the divine world view of Moses later on, and hence these should
be given up. He again introduced the same divine world view to human beings explicitly and vividly.

Christ elucidated that his book "Bible", revealed to him by Allah, stresses the original world view and
wants people to follow what the "Tora'' of Prophet Moses has said, from the viewpoint of world view,
there is no difference between these two books, and he wants to bring back the divine world view to its
original form and to eliminate differences.8

The world view presented by Holy Christ too was, after him, distorted by some individuals who claimed
to be protectors of the "religion of Allah", and these brought about certain alterations in it. The result was
that majority of' the followers of Moses, who had not accepted Moses' call, retained the deviated world
view.

Hence this deviated world view continued to exist as a specific religion. Also among the follower of Christ
too, a deviated world view was adopted ns a specific religion. In this way, after passage of several
centuries since Moses and Christ, there emerged a distinct difference between the world views of Jews,
who followed Moses, and that of the Christians, who adhered to Christ.

Each one of these world views prevailed among the followers of one of the two prophets. Thereafter, the
Prophet of Islam declared that the world views of both the religion had become deviated and had been
subjected to some improper alterations, thus losing their real and true nature, and that he has been
ordained to redirect this world view to its original nature. He announced that what he says and wants are
the same that were said and sought by the earlier prophets.9

It was such that divine world views became far placed from one another, and, in other words, the "single
divine world view" was influenced by some specific causes and elements. Thus, there emerged changes
and distortions in it, and these were depicted in a particular form in every society whereas the divine
world view has no more than a single form.

Prophethood And Man's Social System

Prophets have offered certain principles to the social system of man. They have sought and advocated
human equality and justice; in fact, the grant of ultimate value to justice in social system as well as
denunciation of every kind of exploitation of man by man are parts of the world view presented by



prophets.

The reason is that prophets have declared that the ideal prosperity and perfection of man can only be
achieved through observing justice, which is unimaginable except in relation to society and social
system. Prophets were the strong supporters and promoters of the most important economic issue,
namely maximum economic provisions for all individuals.

They have advocated this principle that a proper social life is possible only through cooperation in the
administration of the affairs of their society. These prophets have termed the duality in a society, that is,
existence of subservient and ruling classes, to be the result of the absence in the society of a proper
system. Prophets have advocated and sought a society that leads its life by adhering to an "ideology"
and, in their opinion, this ideology is akin to the same specific world view presented by them.10

The prophets, who succeeded by waging a thorough and concerted struggle, in bringing about a society
based upon the divine world view and for achieving the aforementioned goals and social ideals, engaged
by way of divine revelation and inspiration, in formulating appropriate laws. Some of these laws were
concerned with the family, inheritance and punitive systems, while some others were concerned with
economic affairs and exchanges and so on.

All these laws were formulated to meet the needs of the society and to fulfil the special social principles.
These laws have never had the state of a clue whose intention and effect in life could not have been
understood. These laws have been of a religious nature, meaning thereby that people have observed
them as a religious obligation because the formulator of these laws was the Creator in whom they
believed.

In the collection of these laws, there exists a series of instructions related to different forms of devotion
and matters concerning it, and we know that such instructions do not and cannot exist in other
collections of laws.

Prophet Moses (a.s.) and Muhammad (s) are two examples of the prophets who managed to bring
about, through their sustained and continuous efforts, such societies that were based on ideological
values and specific social principles. In general, the approach of prophets towards issues related to the
social system of man has been based on their greater devotion to reforming the social system.

In the same way that they have enjoyed devotion and zeal in presenting their world view, they were not
contented, like a moral philosopher in preaching, counselling and seating its advantage and
disadvantages. Their method in describing the weak points of life and call to a healthy system is that of a
reformer and a zealous social leader who makes use of hearts, souls, emotions and feelings of masses,
bringing about in them an excitement and devotion to move towards a healthy living.



Prophetood And Human Natural Learning

What sort of influence has the prophet movement had on the evolution of man's natural learning? Was it
opposed to this evolution and constantly took the opposing position? Has this movement been indifferent
towards issues such as natural learning? The fact is that none of these assumptions is true.

The truth is that the divine world view of prophets and their principles in social system have brought
about suitable mental avenues that have enabled natural learning to develop. But whether these mental
avenues were properly exploited or not is another issue that should be sought in history.

We view Islam as a model of diving religion. This is due to the reason that presently we have access to
an untampered text for the Islamic world view in the "Holy Qur'an'". While studying Islam, we note that
this religious movement, which was brought about by Prophet Muhammad (s) in a section of the human
society, itself led to considerable advancement in natural sciences.

We observe that this religious movement, these fundamental principles, namely full recognition of the
world and their proper exploitation, constantly invite man to observe realism, and this is the same main
sphere of thinking which has formed the base of every sort of effort and scientific progress.

Islam, in its capacity as a model of divine religion, does not think nature to be filthy and rejected, but
consider it as the cradle of man's development and progress. Whatever exists in nature is a blessing
from Allah to man. In Islam, man’s relationship with the world is that of an exploiter and an exploited, and
that of a conqueror and a vanquished.11

Earth, wind, rain, minerals, tamed animals, iron, sea, regulated growth of plants, emergence of fire and
thermal power, script, such and everything else are rated as expressions of the growth of learning and
civilization.12 Man must observe them in the same way a craftsman views his devices to better and
further apply them.

Divine religions take man's mind out of fanciful thinking to practical and everyday task. By stressing this
principle that proper, useful and constructive work constitutes one of the two main levers for man's
progress towards perfection, these religions activate man to work in everyday life and consequently to
what is transpiring in this world at chis rime and in this nature having its typical order.

The proper and constructive work does not lake place in a vacuum, but it comprises the proper
occupation of man in this very world. It is the approach which diverts man's attention to this everyday life
and its intricacies. This is the type of attention that takes man out of the world of imagination and makes
him vigilant of the reality surrounding him, affecting him, and being affected by him, and this is the type
of proper religious training which religion seeks from him.

Besides all this, divine religions consider the mode of recognizing Allah through surveying this world,
earth, age, intricacies of creation, composition of semen, mate and female organs in plants, structure of



live cell, evolution of animals, growth of plants, falling of rain structure of mountain s and their roots,
natural equilibrium throughout the world, and their likes.13 The logic asserted by these religions is not
that man should give up this world and then engage in pursuit of Allah.

In fact, such studies are nothing other than approaching the wild in a scientific way. Till the time the
aforementioned mode of thinking, which originates from the core of the Islamic world view in its capacity
as a divine religion, existed among Muslims, they constantly traversed the path of scientific progress,
and resultantly brought about such a scientific movement which was unparalleled in the world.

It was due to the movement of Islam that first Muslims took to translating different sciences from Greek
and other languages in Arabic. In the second phase, Muslim nations perfected these sciences through
adding on them, in the third phase, these sciences were benefited by the West, and were transferred
from the Spanish universities (Islamic Andalusia) etc. through crusades to the West.

The history of science does not deny the fact that the "experimental" method, which laid the foundation of
recent scientific progress, was prevalent among Muslims in 5th Century after Hijra. These were the
Muslims who had recognized the “course" and laid great stress on it. They utilized it in their efforts at
speeding the progress of natural science.

In the first half of 11th century A.D., we observed mathematical school of world fame in Cairo. This
school was administered by two Muslims by the name of "Abu Yousef", the astronomer and "'Abu Haem”,
the physicist. In the same era, we find the noted mathematician "AtKarkhi" in Baghdad.

In Iran, Avicenna lived in the same period with all of his scientific fame, and "Biruni", with all of his vast
research in Islamic Afghanistan. In that era, these scholars were engaged in the most difficult
mathematical problems whereas in the west, mathematical knowledge stood very low and at a simple
level.

Muslims so perfected arithmetic that in the opinion or some of the present-day scientists, they should be
rated as the founders of arithmetic. Algebra was elevated to a precise and complicated science by
Muslim scientists, and they laid the foundation of analytical geometry. Muslims were among those early
individuals who initiated the science of spherical triangles, made many inventions in medicine, especially
in pharmacy and nutrition science, and perfected medical appliances.

They gained knowledge and experiences in the field of chemistry which are, similar to present inventions
treated as very valuable. The Muslims greatly enhanced the field of geography. Islamic society
pioneered learning in the world from the middle of 2nd Century after Hijra until 5th Century A.H. while
Arabic language was unrivalled in that era.

In this way, we find man's scientific progress, which was caused, on one hand, by natural requirements
and, on the other hand, by his quest for research and inquisitiveness well-coordinated and in harmony
with the Islamic movement. We locate this scientific progress in the wake of the religious movement.



However, we don 't suspend our study in this part of history which stretched to several centuries, and
take a look at other eras which have occurred to the followers of other divine religions as well as other
periods of these Islamic nations. The fact is that in these eras, proper religious thoughts were deviated
and these distorted religious beliefs turned into obstacles in the face of the inquisitive feeling of man and
the unrestricted scientific progress.

For instance, the notion of Christianity has been a religion authenticated by a "prophet". This notion
emerges in early centuries A.D. as a very strong current aimed at purifying social life of tyranny and idol
worship. It gives many matters in clash with tyrannical governments which massacre or jail any Christian
found anywhere. In this era, Christianity is a very strong and invincible power against tyranny and idols-
worship.

During this period, there is not observed any opposition in it against the progress of human learning, and
basically this movement has another direction. However, in the Middle Ages when Christian concepts
were completely degenerated and distorted, Christianity, in fact, loses its reality and real nature, and
turns into an obstacle against the progress of man's natural learning.

It acts not only as an obstacle against man but also provides ground work where there exists no
possibility for free-thinking and realism that form the base of natural learning. It is in this era that a
considerable number of scientists, on account of expressing views not conforming to those adopted by
the church, are put to harassment, torture and massacre, and according to one of the Christian writers,
for example, ''since the unfortunate Galileo was careless, and observed sky and stars, through a small
and funny telescope, and worst of all, held certain beliefs about the movement of earth and planets
which went totally against the principles of Catholic Church, he was thrown in prison".

Also in recent centuries, the Muslims fell into a state where they paid no attention to natural sciences,
nor did they ponder over them, and despite all the stress of the Holy Qur'an, which prompts man to make
better and further use of nature and its system, and urges him to also seek success in the Hereafter for
himself, they forgot everything about the worth of good, constructive and fruitful deeds that could
constantly bring about their link with the realities of everyday life.

They thought that the key to success lay in imaginations far placed from action and viewed that this
mode can be applied to life by mases instead of recognizing the desired Allah in universe, which has
taken man in its fold, probing into rain, sunlight, spring, winter, mines, mountains, trees, which are in
constant activity, and delving into the philosophical evidence and arguments.

Ultimately, that mode of thinking of the advent of Islam, which so brought up human beings that thy
turned into men of action, effort and constantly and vigilantly approached the realities of life and viewed
nature as something to be conquered and exploited, was transformed in to imaginary thinking and weak
assessment, devoid of responsibility.

Under such circumstances, religious thinking, was unrelated to scientific thought, and was rather alien to



it. In fact, such thinking had created a totally negative attitude towards any scientific progress and
movement. When European scientific thought found its way into Islamic states in the recent century, it
appeared as if it was something innovative that was strange to the Islamic orient.

Man In Search Of Reality And In Quest Of Human Welfare And
Interests

As a result, we must say that the religious upbringing which bad been observed in human society
following the movement initiated by prophets, had a different approach towards man's natural learnings
chat had shaped up on account of his inquisitiveness and natural requirements.

Till the time this thought and upbringing continue to retain their proper form and mode, these will neither
be an obstacle in the way of natura1 learnings nor will they create a negative aspect for them. Even
while analysing an Islamic movement, we observe an objective emergence of a scientific upsurge.
However, in case this religious thought and upbringing lose their proper form, these often turn into a
major obstacle in the face of manifestation and perfection of natural learnings, and often assume a
negative aspect.

The factor, responsible for human learnings, that is the spirit of inquisitiveness and attention to provision
of requirements have neutralized human life, for us who are Muslims, revival of the proper Islamic and
religious thinking is a very appropriate means of bringing back scientific thought, and it is our duty to
make vast efforts to revive such a thinking.

Summation Of Foregoing Discussions

Parallel to the collection of ordinary human knowledge about philosophy, world view, moral teachings,
law and natural learning, mathematics and other fields, which have been acquired by man through the
two faculties of feeling and intellect and by way of scie1uists, we come across another collection of
learnings which have been obtained by him through discernment and special and exceptional intellect
called "divine revelation" and through particular individuals called prophets.

Feeling and intellect are present in every healthy human being and every such individual, within himself
and by himself knows how to acquire knowledge and learning through these two faculties.

"Divine revelation" is a specific discernment and awareness which is found in perfectly special
individuals, and these persons themselves find within themselves as to how such a discernment and
special awareness is acquired by them, and as to how these types of learnings form collection of a
particular type-of knowledge that is not discernible to others since they do not find such an inward state
among themselves.

However, by an all-round study and survey of the life, moods, efforts and teachings of the individual



claiming to possess such a state and the action and effects brought to him thereafter, it is possible to
judge as to whether he speaks the truth or not. Hence, it can also be understood whether such an
awareness and discernment exist, in him or not.

When people realize about the presence of such a source of knowledge in that individual, this
smoothens the way for access of ordinary modes of knowledge, namely feeling and intellect. In this way,
man, in order to identify the realities and access to the unknown realities, finds three avenues: Feeling,
intellect and divine revelation. It is here that "divine revelation" emerges as a reliable source of
knowledge before man.

The learnings that originate from divine revelation, become, in the issue of "world view" and in the
subject of “social system” in its vast sense, either supplementary to the product of feeling, intellect and
human experience in these issues, or purify them of weaknesses, deviations and absurdities, or provide
a fresh knowledge to man that basically has not been discernible by way of feeling and intellect.

The teachings of divine revelation take a sincere attitude towards natural science, and keep alive the
mental sources for the progress of this science in human existence. Therefore, it is not proper that we
put divine revelation and human knowledge, in general sense, opposed to one another and depict rivalry
and dualism between them. This type of depiction is rooted in mental confinement.

The fact is that awareness acquired through divine revelation and knowledge authenticated by feeling
and intellect act as the two wings taking man towards real and all-round prosperity. Humanity is in need
of both of them. In the process of irrigating the lands of humanity, one of them acts like water springing
from the core of earth and spring, while the other resembles the rain that comes down pouring from the
sky. Both surround humanity and bring to fruition the pure and willing souls.

1. Such an analysis has been made as an example on the Prophet of Islam in Publication No. 3 of “Mental Issues”.
2. Refer to: Holy Qur’an: Chapter 14, Verse 11; Chapter 18, Verse 115; Chapter 41, Verse 6; Chapter 17, Verse 94; Chapter
7, Verse 188; Chapter 15, Verse 4; Chapter 72, Verse 21; Chapter 17, Verses 90-93 and other verses.
3. Adam, Abraham, Idris, Isaac, Jacob, Ismael, Elijah, Jesus, David, Jacob, Dhul Kifl, Zachariah, Solomon, Salih, Saul,
Aziz, Christ, Muhammad, Moses, Noah, Aaron, Hood, John, Joseph, Jonah.
4. Qur’anic verses relating to prophets’ combat against idol-worshipping world view are so many that we feel no need to
make any quotation in this respect. Kindly refer to Chapters 11, 21 and 26:

These are they who have lost their souls, and what they forged is gone from them.(11:21)

That you shall not serve any but Allah, surely I fear for you the punishment of a painful day (11:26)

5. Refer to: Qur’anic Chapter 2 Verse 70; Chapter 5, Verse 104; Chapter 10, Verse 78; Chapter 31, Verse 21; Chapter 43,
Verse 22; Chapter 7, Verse 70, and other verses.
6. Refer to: Qur’an, Chapter 2, Verse 213; Chapter 3, Verse 19, Verse 38; Chapter 43, Verse 45.
7. Refer to: Qur’an, Chapter 11, Verse 11, Chapter 3, Verse 23 & 24; Chapter 5, Verse 18.
8. Refer to: Qur’an, Chapter 3, Verse 50; Chapter 5, Verse 46; Chapter 62, Verse 6; and Chapter 43, Verse 63.
9. Refer to: Qur’an, Chapter 2, Verse 89 and 101; Chapter 3, Verse 81; Chapter 2, Verse 41, 91 and 97; Chapter 3, Verse 3;
Chapter 4, Verse 47; Chapter 5, Verse 48; Chapter 3, Verse 31; and Chapter 5, Verse 15 and 19.



10. Refer to: Qur’an, Chapter 5, Verse 12 and 79; Chapter 19, Verse 31; Chapter 21, Verse 73 and 105; Chapter 42, Verse
13; Chapter 98, Verse 5.
11. Refer to: Qur’an: Chapter 31, Verse 25; Chapter 45, Verse 13; Chapter 4, Verse 33; Chapter 22, Verse 65, and other
verses.
12. Refer to: Qur’an, Chapter 9, Verse 78; Chapter 6, Verse 55; Chapter 15, Verse 43; Chapter 64, Verse 40; Chapter 2,
Verse 29; Chapter 51, Verse 7; Chapter 7, Verse 10; Chapter 3, Verse 48; Chapter 7, Verse 57; Chapter 16, Verse 10;
Chapter 14, Verse 32; Chapter 6, Verse 99; Chapter 16, Verse 8; Chapter 16, Verse 66; Chapter 57, Verse 25; Chapter 5,
Verse 69 & 96; Chapter 16, Verse 45; Chapter 10, Verse 22, and other verses.
13. Refer to: Qur’an: Chapter 2, Verse 189 through 192; Chapter 13, Verse 2 & 3; Chapter 31, Verse 27; Chapter 23, Verse
12 & 13; Chapter 67, Verse 3; Chapter 30, Verse 24; Chapter 78, Verse 7; Chapter 88, Verse 19; Chapter 15, Verse 22, and
other verses.
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