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Chapter 4: The Prophet Recognizes Imamate
(as)

A Divine Position

It cannot be disputed that the issue of leadership is a delicate issue for the Islamic community. It was the
dispute over this very significant topic that caused the division of the Islamic community into two sectors
and brought forth deep disagreements between the two.

Now this question is raised: why didn’t the Prophet talk about leadership which was to arise after him,
but had discussed nearly everything including the obligatory and optional duties for the Islamic
community? Could we ever believe that the Prophet could have ignored such a delicate issue and have
left the people in sheer darkness?

The Sunnite scholars claim that the Prophet had not said anything, either positive or negative concerning
the Imams or whether or not such positions should be elected.

A research in the history of Islam will reveal to us that the Prophet on occasions had mentioned that the
issue of leadership after him is related to God and that he had nothing to offer in this regard.

Now let us see some such cases:

When the head of a tribe, called Akhnas, said to the Prophet that he would protect the Prophet on
condition that he would be promised the leadership of the Ummah after the Prophet's death, the Prophet
replied

”األمر إل اله يضعه حيث يشاء“

the problem of leadership is God's business; He would select anyone who He would see appropriate.
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Upon hearing such an answer, the tribe leader despaired and sent the Prophet this message: it is
useless for me to suffer but for others to be the leaders1.

We also read in history that the sacred Prophet wrote a letter to the governor of Yamameh, inviting him
to his religion. He too had the same request as Akhnas. The Prophet, likewise, rejected his demand,
saying

“ ال وال كرامة“

“such an act is beyond self respect and magnanimity”2

All these would attest to the fact that the Prophet not only was not silent towards the issue of Islamic
leadership but had also emphasized the appointive nature of such a position.

The gravity of the leadership of Ummah is not an issue for us only; even at the advent of Islam everyone
was concerned aboute it. For instance, when the second Caliph was dying due to the strikes of Abu
Lulu, his son, Abdullah Ibn Omar, saw his father at his deathbed and asked him to appoint a successor
for himself and not to leave Muhammad's Ummah without a leader.

The same message was sent to the second Caliph by Aisha, the Prophet's wife, begging him to appoint
a successor. Could we claim that the two had realized the significance of the issue of leadership, but the
Prophet had not realized the gravity of such an act?!

A glimpse on the life of the Prophet will reveal the fact that he was always concerned with this issue;
during his ten year stay in Medina, he never left this town without appointing a temporary substitute for
himself.

He did not want the people to be without a leader in his absence. Is it fair then to say that such a prophet
had not said anything concerning his successor when he had been so sensitive to such an issue?

The Prophet would select a governor for any place or location which he captured. Then how could we
claim that the Prophet had ignored such an important issue?

Imamate and prophethood are two sides of the same coin

Frequent narrations and the history of Imamate attest to the fact that the prophethood and Imamate were
announced to people on the same day: the day when the Prophet was assigned to announce his
prophethood to his relatives was the same day as he appointed his substitute.

The prestigious interpreters and narrators of Islam write: when the holy verse3



﴿ بِينَقْرتَكَ االيرشع نْذِرا و ﴾

was revealed onto the Prophet, he ordered Ali (as) to prepare some food to entertain the Prophet's
relatives. Forty five members of Bani Hashem were to gather at the meeting. On the first day, the
Prophet could not announce his prophethood due to Abi Lahab's baseless talk. The second day the
same nuisance was repeated. When the guests had eaten their food the Prophet rose. After praising
God and admitting His uniqueness, he said:

I am God's messenger for you and for all nations. I have brought blessings for you, valuable for both this
life and the Hereafter. My God has ordered me to invite you to this religion and anybody among you who
can help me will be my successor.

At this moment, nobody rose to support the Prophet except for Ali Ibn Abi Talib. The Prophet ordered Ali
to sit down. At that time, the Prophet repeated his statement two or three times. Again no one rose in
support apart from Ali (as).

At this time the Prophet, addressing his relatives, declared

”إنَّ هذا أخ و وصي و خليفت فيم، فاسمعوا و أطيعوا“

“Ali is my brother and my successor among you. You are to obey him.”4

This portion of history is so obvious that nobody except for Taymiyyah, who expressed his enmity
towards the Prophet and his household, has been doubtful of its authenticity.

This narration, besides being proof of Imam Ali’s (as) Imamate, is the most authentic testimony to the
fact that the issue of Imamate is not decided by the Ummah. It also shows that the successor was so
great that both the positions of prophethood and Imamate were announced to the Prophet's relatives on
the same day. This event took place in the third year of prophethood and up to that day the Prophet's
invitation to Islam took place through special meetings with people, until fifty people had accepted the
new religion.

1. . Tarikh Tabari, vol. 2, p. 172.
2. . Tarikh Kamel, vol. 2, p. 63.
3. . Quran 26:214 [ And warn your nearest relations ]
4. . Refer to Tarikh Tabari, vol. 2, p. 62 – 63; Tarikh Kamel, vol. 2, p. 40 – 41; Mosnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 1, p. 111 and
other documents.
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