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Chapter 50: On Proof of Ar-Ridha’’s Rightfulness
Due to the Acceptance by God the Honorable
the Exalted of his prayers for the Barmakites

50-1 My father and Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may God have Mercy upon
them both - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on
the authority of Ali ibn al-Hakam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Fudhayl, “In the year in which
Harun got mad with the Barmakites1 and first ordered that Ja’far ibn Yahya be killed and Yahya ibn
Khalid be imprisoned, and whatever else that happened to the Barmakites. Abul Hassan Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.)
was standing up on the Day of Arafat and he (a.s.) was praying and bowing his head. He (a.s.) was
asked for the reason. The Imam (a.s.) said, “I was cursing the Barmakites before God the Highest for
what they had done to my father (a.s.). God fulfilled my prayers today.” Then the Imam (a.s.) returned
home. A short time later, Ja’far and (his father) Yahya (of the Barmakites) were faced with problems and
the tables turned on them.

50-2 Muhammad ibn Musa - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-
Hemyari quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali
al-Washsha’, on the authority of Mosafir (Abu Muslim - one of the companions of Imam Musa Al-Kazim
(a.s.)), “I was with Abil Hassan Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) in Mina. Yahya ibn Khalid and a group of the Barmakites
passed by. Then Imam Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, ‘These poor fellows do not know what will happen to them
this year.’ The Imam (a.s.) then added, ‘O! It is amazing that Harun and I are like these two (fingers)’
while he was putting two of his fingers side by side.” Mosafir added, “By God, I did not understand what
this meant until he was buried at the side of Harun.”

50-3 Abdul Wahid ibn Muhammad ibn Abdoos al-Neishaboori al-Attar narrated in Neishaboor in the
year 352 A.H. (962 A.D.) that Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Qutayba quoted on the authority of Al-Fadhl ibn
Shathan, on the authority of Safwan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ya’fur al-Balkhi, on
the authority of Musa ibn Mehran, “I heard Isa ibn Ja’far tell Harun (Ar-Rashid) when he was going from
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Raqqah to Mecca, ‘Do not forget what you have sworn to about the household of Abi Talib.

50

باب دلالَتُه‏ علَيه السلام ف اجابة اله عز وجل دعاءه ف آلِ برمك

واَخبارِه‏ بِما يجرِي علَيهِم وبِانَّه لا يصل الَيه من الرشيد مروه

1 ‐ ندِ بمحم نه عدِ البع ندِ بعدَّثَنا سه ‐ قالا حيد ‐ رحمهما اللالو ندِ بمحا نن بسالح ندِ بمحمو بدَّثَنا اح
عيس بن عبِيد قال حدَّثَنا عل بن ِلحم عن محمدِ بن الفُضيل قال لَما كانَ ف السنَة الَّت بطَش هارونُ بِ‏آلِ برمكَ
و ثُمدْعفَةَ يرفاً بِعاقو لامالس هلَي‏ عنسو الْحبانَ اك لا نَزم ةامربِالْب لنَزدٍ وخَال نب يحي سبحو يحي نفَرِ بعبِج دَاب
موالْي ل هال ابتَج‏فَاسِبلُوا بِاا فَعبِم ةامرالْب َلع لجو زع هو العدا نْتك ّنا كَ فَقَالذَل نع لئفَس هسار طَاطَا
مالُهوحا ترتَغَيو يحيفَرٍ وعبِج شطب َّتيراً حسلا يا ثلْبي لَم فرا انْصفَلَم يهِمف.

2 ‐ نع يسع ندِ بمحم ندِ بمحا نع رييمفَر الحعج نه بدِ البدَّثَنا عح ل قالكتَوالم وسم ندِ بمحدَّثَنا مح
الحسن بن عل الوشَّاء عن مسافر قال كنْت مع الرِضا علَيه السلام بِمنً فَمر يحي بن خَالدٍ مع قَوم من آلِ برمكَ
مضو ناتَيهنَا كاونُ وارذَا هه نم بجعاو اهه قَال ثُم نَةالس ذِهه ف بِهِم لحا يونَ مدْرلا ي لاءوه يناكسم فَقَال
هعم فَنَّاهد َّتح هدِيثح َنعم فْترا عم هالفَو رافسم قَال هيعبصبِا.

حدَّثَنا عبد الواحدِ بن محمدِ بن عبدُوسٍ النيسابوري العطَّار بِنيسابور سنَةَ اثنتين‏خَمسين وثَلاثماىة قال حدَّثَنا ‐ 3
نب وسم نع يعفور البلخ ندِ بمحم نع يحفْوان بن يص نشاذان ع نب لالفَض نةَ عبقُتَي ندِ بمحم نب لع
مهرانِ قال سمعت جعفَرِ بن يحي سمعت عيس بن جعفَرٍ يقُول لهارونَ حيث تَوجه من الرقَّة الَ مةَ اذْكر يمينَكَ

You have sworn to chop off the head of anyone who claims to be a Divine Leader after Musa ibn Ja’far.
Now this is his son Ali (Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.)) who is claiming to possess the Divine Leadership, and people
are saying about him the same thing that they said about his father.’ Harun looked at him angrily and
said, ‘So what? Do you think that I should kill them all2?’ Musa ibn Mihran added, “Once I heard this I
went and informed Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) about this. Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, ‘What do I have to do with them?
By God, they do not have the power to do anything to me.’”

50-4 Ahmad ibn Ziyad al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn
Hashem quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on the authority of Safwan ibn Yahya,
“When Abul Hassan Musa ibn Ja’far (a.s.) passed away and Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) started to talk (about
Divine Leadership), then we feared for his life and I told him, ‘You are expressing a great issue. We are
afraid of this oppressor (Harun).’ Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, ‘He can struggle to do whatever he likes, but he



cannot affect me at all.’” Safwan added, “A trustworthy person informed me that Yahya ibn Khalid (Al-
Barmaki) told the oppressor (Harun), ‘This is his son Ali (Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.)) who has taken his position
and is declaring that he himself is the (Divine) Leader.’ Harun replied, ‘What was the use of what we did
to his father? Do you think that we should kill them all?’”

The author added, “Indeed all the Barmakites were all enemies of the Members of the Household of
God’s Prophet (S) and displayed their animosity.”

1. The Barmakites were a family of Iranian origin who started with Barmak who was in charge of an Idol-House called
Nobahar in the city of Balkh. Barmak’s son was called Khalid. He started to work in the court of Abdul Malik ibn Marvan,
and was able to attain a high position there. He accepted Islam during the era of Hisham ibn Abdul Malik. Later he became
one of the heads of the army of Abu Muslim Khorasani. After the downfall of the Umayads, he went to Abul Abbas Saf’fah
and became a minister. His son Yahya who was very intelligent was Harun Ar-Rashid’s teacher. It has been said that the
majesty of the Abbasids was due to the wisdom of Yahya and his son Ja’far who was a minister in the court of Harun Ar-
Rashid.
2. The members of the Household of God’s Prophet (S)
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