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Chapter 5: The Reward of Helping a Believer,
Relieving Him of Distress And Showing Him

Kindness
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107. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:

One who goes along with a Muslim to help him and counsels him accordingly, Allah will write for him, for
every step (he takes), a good deed and erases from him a misdeed regardless of whether he succeeds
in helping him or not. If he does not counsel him sincerely, then he has betrayed Allah and His

Messenger, and it is the Messenger of Allah [a.s] who will litigate against him.1

108 — (¢) Wl e 4l e
Ball eIy cgiit] () e Zapd oo A48 ilsn clindl s oye Logs il (s Ja) all 3.

108. It has been narrated that Abu 'Abd Allah said:
Allah has elected some people from His creation for fulfilling the needs of the destitute amongst the

Shi'ah of 'Ali [a.s] that He may reward them for that with Paradise.2
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109. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
Any believer who relieves a distress from another believer, Allah will relieve seventy distresses from him,

of the distresses of the world and the distresses of the Day of Resurrection.
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He also said: One who brings ease to a believer in straitened circumstances, Allah will make easy for
him the needs of the world and the hereafter; and one who hides the fault of a believer, Allah will

conceal seventy faults that he leaves behind, in the world and in the hereafter.
Al 815l yls 2laall 8 1 padlili oragall wal gse g8 Gegell G L oeall ise &l 5l :JG.

He also said: Indeed, Allah continues to aid a believer as long as he continues to aid his fellow believer;

therefore, benefit from the exhortation and seek the good (of doing this).3
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110. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said:
One who takes one step in fulfilling the need of his Muslim brother, Allah writes for him ten good deeds
and it is better for him than freeing ten slaves, and fasting for a month and performing itikaf (isolation for

worship) in the Sacred Mosque (of Makkah).4
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111. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
To fulfill the need of a believer is better than providing one thousand horses in the way of Allah and

freeing one thousand slaves.5
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He also said: If any believer goes out to help his brother, Allah writes for him a good deed for every step

(he takes) and erases from him a sin and elevates him a degree.6
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And any believer who relieves his fellow believer of a distress, Allah will relieve him of a distress in the
hereafter. And if any believer comes to the aid of one who is oppressed, that would be better than

fasting for a whole month and performing itikaf in the Sacred Mosque (in Makkah).7
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112. It has been related that Nasr ibn Qabus said: | said to Abu al-Hasan (Imam al-Kaim [a.s]), '| have
come to know that someone once came to your grandfather (Imam Al-Husayn [a.s]) asking for help, but
he was informed that he (Al-Husayn) was in a state of i'tikaf. So, he came to al-Hasan [a.s] and
mentioned it to him. Al-Hasan said, 'You should have known that going to help a believer is better than

two consecutive months of itikaf in the Sacred Mosque (in Makkah) whilst fasting for these two months.'

(¢) crunll ool J& o

Abu al-Hasan [a.s] added, 'Moreover, it is better than performing itikaf for the whole lifetime.'s
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113. It has been reported that a man from Hulwan said: | was circumambulating the Sacred House (i.e.

the Ka'bah) when a man came to me from amongst our companions and asked me to lend him two



Dinars. | had completed five rounds and said to him, 'when | finish my seven rounds, | will come out.'
When | started the sixth round, | was approached by Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s]. He put his hand on my
shoulder (circumambulating with me). | finished my seven and started another round because Abu 'Abd
Allah [a.s] was leaning on me; and every time | passed the Rukn, the man waiting for the loan signaled

to me.

Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] thus said to me, 'who is that man beckoning you?' '‘May | be ransomed for you,' |
said, 'this is one of your associates. He asked me for a loan of two Dinars and | asked him to wait until |
finish my seven rounds.' Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said, 'Go and give it to him." Anyhow, | thought he said so
because | had promised the man; but the next day, | visited him when he was encompassed by a group
amongst our companions to whom he was talking. When he saw me, he interrupted his speech and
said, 'For me, to walk with my brother in his need until | fuffill it for him is more preferable than freeing
one thousand slaves and providing one thousand horses in the way of Allah, all saddled and reined (i.e.
fully equipped).'9
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114. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said that the Messenger of Allah [a.s] said:
One who makes a believer happy has in fact made me happy; and one who makes me happy has in fact
made Allah happy. 10
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115. It has been related that Musmi' said: | heard al-Sadiq [a.s] saying:
Whoever relieves a believer of a worldly anxiety, Allah will dispel from him a distress of the hereafter and

he will come forth from his grave whilst he is delighted.” 11
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116. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:

One who circumambulates around this House (i.e. the Ka'bah) seven times, Allah will write for him six
thousand good deeds and erase six thousand misdeeds and elevate him six thousand degrees. 12
According to Ibn 'Ammar's narration, 'And fulfill for him six thousand needs.'
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Then Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
Fulfilling the need of a believer is better than circumambulating and circumambulating...” he repeated

ten times.
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117. Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] also said:
Fulfilling the need of a believer is better than freeing one thousand slaves and better than providing one

thousand horses in the way of Allah.13
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118. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said:
One who fulfils the need of a Muslim will be called out to by Allah [M.G] saying, 'your reward is upon Me

and | shall not be satisfied with a reward for you less than Paradise. 14
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119. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
If any believer asks his fellow brother to help him and he refuses while he is able to do, Allah will impose

on him a serpent in his grave to bite his fingers. 15
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120. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said:
One who fulfils a need for his Muslim brother, Allah records for him ten good deeds and erases from him

ten misdeeds and elevates him ten degrees and it is equal to freeing ten slaves and fasting and itikaf in



the Sacred Mosque for one month.”16
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121. It has been related that al-Sadiq [a.s] said:
One who relieves a distress from his Muslim brother, Allah will remove a distress from him on the Day of

Resurrection and he shall come forth from his grave delighted. 17
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122. It has been related that Abu Ibrahim Musa al-Kakim [a.s] said:
One who relieves his Muslim brother of a distress, Allah will compensate him for it (by relieving him) of a

distress on the Day of Resurrection. 18
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123. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said:

Allah confided to His servant Musa ibn 'Imran (Prophet Moses), 'For some of My servants, | shall open
up My Paradise and make them rulers in it.''Lord, asked Musa, 'who are these for whom You shall open
up Your Paradise and cause them to dominate therein?'

'One who brings joy to a believer,' He replied.

Then Abu Ja'far [a.s] said:

There was a believer who lived in fear under the rule of a tyrant. He therefore fled to a land of polytheists
and put down with a person who befriended, showed compassion and aided him. When the polytheist
died, Allah revealed to him saying, 'By My Might and My Glory | swear, if there was a place in My
Paradise for a polytheist, | would have made you to abide therein, but Paradise is forbidden to one who
dies as polytheist. So, | will order the Fire of hell to evade tormenting him.'



Abu Ja'far [a.s] added, 'He will be given his sustenance twice a day.'

Will it be from Paradise?' | asked.

'Or from wherever Allah pleases, the Imam replied. 19
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124. 1t has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
Whoever fulfils a Muslim's need, Allah shall write for him ten good deeds, erase from him ten misdeeds,

elevate him ten degrees, and Allah shall cover him under His shade on the Day when there is no shade

except His.20
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125. Abu Hamzah reported that one of the two (al-Bagir or al-Sadiq) [a.s] said:
If any Muslim gives a concession to another Muslim in trade, Allah will grant him an exemption from the

chastisement of the Day of Resurrection.21

126 — JG () &l wie ol oo

Al 705 U el s s i die slalia (ala gl ells e (s ) 4l GLa 950 oo e Jaul o
_sns“;mugjgmtaﬁa,ju‘u QI3 o dd Jsied 8508 Jany in dae J13s Y 15 cdie oyl s Alll o 20 S
Culaol il gyl GF g8 Sl Sany el o sl Jsiud cell3 Jie dd Jsda g bjuﬁJst@wjlfyu

ol le.

126. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
Whoever brings joy to a believer, Allah creates from that joy a creature that meets him at his death and

says to him, 'Enjoy glad tidings! O friend of Allah with honor from Allah and pleasure.' Then it remains
with him until he enters the grave and it says the same to him. When he is resurrected, it will meet him
and say the same to him. Thus, it will not cease to be in his company, giving him glad tidings at every
stage of horror and it will say to him the same words as before. So, the man will say to it, 'Who are you,

may Allah have mercy on you?' 'l am the happiness that you brought to so-and-so,' it will reply.22
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127. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
Amongst the deeds most loved by Allah are (for a person) to bring joy to his fellow believer by satiating

his hunger, relieving his distress or paying off his debt.23

128 - (ue) Wl Jsuw, JB U (¢) Siaa @.i R
OIS Lo ASDhall G Il 3 Ut o lal] 40y Zn s ol Ly il 2l T oSy ulaay lunall slaf £ ST o
alyaalt Sl

128. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said: The Messenger of Allah [a.s] said:
When one honors his Muslim brother in a gathering or speaks words of benevolence to him or helps him

in a need, he continues to remain under the shade of the angels as long as he is in that state.24147
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129. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said: Allah revealed to Musa ibn 'Imran:
Amongst My servants, | decree Paradise for one who draws near to Me by a certain good deed.
'O Lord, Musa [a.s] asked, 'what is this good deed?'

"This is bringing joy to a believer,' He replied.43
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130. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
The walking of a Muslim in fulfilling the need of a fellow Muslim is better than seventy circumambulations
of the Sacred House (i.e. Ka'bah).25
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131. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
Indeed, of the actions loved by Allah is bringing happiness to a Muslim.26
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132. Safwan reported: | was with Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] on the Day of al-Tarwiyah when Maymun al-
Qaddah visited him and complained to him about a difficulty in arranging a hire. Imam al-Sadiq [a.s]
said to me, 'Go and help your brother.' So, | went out with him and Allah eased his difficulty and |
returned to my gathering.

Imam al-Sadiq [a.s] asked me, 'What did you do in helping your Muslim brother?' 'Allah fulfilled it," |
replied. He said, 'Indeed, if you help your brother, it will be more loved by me than circumambulating
around the Ka'bah for a week.' Then he continued, 'A man once came to al-Hasan ibn 'Ali [a.s] and said,
'May my father and mother be ransomed for you, O Abu Muhammad, help me with my need?' So, he put
on his shoes and rose (to go) with him. They passed by Al-Husayn ibn 'Ali [a.s] who was standing in
prayer. Imam al-Hasan [a.s] asked to the man, 'Why did you not ask Abu 'Abd Allah (i.e. Imam Al-
Husayn) to help you?' 'l wanted,' replied the man, 'but it was said to me that he was in the state of i tikaf.'

'Had he helped you in your need,' al-Hasan [a.s] commented, ‘it would have been better for him than a

whole month's itikaf.'27
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133. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said:
No action of a Muslim is more loved by Allah than bringing joy to his Muslim brother; and anyone who

brings joy to his Muslim brother, Allah will bring an equal measure of joy to him.28
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134. It has been reported that Abu al-Hasan [a.s] said:
Allah has a Paradise that He has stored away exclusively for three kinds of people: a just leader, a
person who allows his Muslim brother to share in his wealth and a man who goes out to help his Muslim



brother regardless of whether he succeeds in helping him or not.29
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135. It has been reported that Muhammad ibn Marwan said that one of the two (al-Bagqir or al-Sadiq)
[a.s] had said:

If a person goes a distance to help his Muslim brother, ten good deeds are written for him, ten misdeeds
are erased from him, he is elevated ten degrees, and it is equal in reward to freeing ten slaves. In

addition, it is better than performing i'tikaf in the Sacred Mosque whilst fasting.30
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136. It has been reported that Abu Ja'far [a.s] said:
One who goes a distance to help his Muslim brother until he completes it, Allah will steady his feet on

the Day when feet shall waver and slip.31
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137. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said: The Prophet [a.s] said:
Whoever relieves his grieving brother from a sorrow or distress, Allah will record for him seventy-two
mercies; of them, one He shall hasten to him in this world in order to improve his worldly affairs, and

seventy-one (will be postponed) to alleviate the horrors of the hereafter.”32
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138. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said: The Messenger of Allah [a.s] said:

One who honors a believer has in fact honored Allah [M.G].33
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139. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
An individual who intends to fulfill the need of his Muslim brother, three characteristics must be

observed: expediting it, making it look little and concealing it. When you expedite it, it becomes

wholesome; and when you make it look small, you in fact make it great; and when you conceal it, you

have preserved it (i.e. its reward).
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140. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
Any believer who gives another believer a loan, seeking the pleasure of Allah [M.G], Allah will record for
him the equivalent in charity as his reward; and any believer who prays for his brother in his absence,

Allah appoints for him an angel saying (to him), 'and for you is the same as for him.'34
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Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] also said:
The supplication of a believer for another believer repels afflictions from him and amplifies his

livelihood.35
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141. It has been related that Ibrahim al-Taymi said: | was circumambulating (the Ka'bah) when Abu 'Abd
Allah [a.s] took hold of my arm and greeted me. Then he said, 'Shall | tell you about the excellence of

circumambulating this House?' 'Indeed,' | replied. He said:

'Any Muslim who circumambulates this House seven times then comes to the Magam (the standing-
place of Prophet Abraham) and offers a two-Rak'ah (unit of prayer) prayer behind it, Allah will write for
him one thousand good deeds, erase from him one thousand misdeeds, elevate him one thousand

degrees and establish for him one thousand intercessions.

Then he said, 'Shall | tell you what is even better than that?' 'Yes, indeed, | replied. He said:
"To fulfill someone's need is better than circumambulating a week and another week...' he repeated ten
times36 then said:

'O Ibrahim: a believer has never acquired a profit more harmful to him than the wealth he gains. Wealth
is more injurious to him than two starving wolves on a flock of sheep whose shepherd has perished; one

(attacking) from the front and the other from the rear.’

Then he asked, 'What do you think of them (i.e. the wolves)?' 'May you prosper and thrive! They will ruin
(the flock),' | replied. 'This is true,' he remarked, 'the least (corruption) that permeates him is that his
Muslim brother comes to him and says, 'Marry me (to your daughter),' but he replies, 'you have no
wealth!'37
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142. It has been related that Aban ibn Taghlib said: | asked Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] concerning the right of a
believer on a (fellow) believer. He said:

The rights of a believer are not that simple. If | were to relate them to you, you would find yourselves
neglectful concerning the religious duties. When a believer shall come forth from his grave, a form will
emerge with him from his grave and say to him, 'Enjoy the honor and happiness of Allah; Allah gives you
the glad tidings of goodness.' Then it shall go along with him giving him similar glad tidings along the

way.

According to another series of narrators, the Imam continued:

When he comes to something terrifying, the form shall say, 'this is not for you,' and when it comes to



something good, it shall say, 'this is for you.' Thus it will continue with him, comforting him from what he
fears and giving him glad tidings of what he desires until it stands with him before Allah [M.G]. When he
is instructed to enter Paradise, the form shall say to him, 'Enjoy Paradise, for Allah [M.G] has instructed
you to enter it. He shall say to it,'Who are you? May Allah have mercy upon you, for you gave me glad
tidings when | came forth from my grave and you accompanied me in my journey and have informed me
of good news from my Lord."''| am the happiness that you brought to your (believing) brothers in the
world,' it shall reply, 'l was made from that joy so that | may help you and offer you company in your

loneliness.'38
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143. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:

Allah [M.G] revealed to Dawud (Prophet David [a.s] saying: 'Sometimes, My servant brings Me one good
deed and | make Paradise lawful for him.'

Dawud [a.s] asked, 'O Lord: what is that good deed?'

'It is bringing happiness to My believing servant,' he said, 'even if it be with a single piece of date.'

'O Lord,' responded Dawud, 'One who knows You will never lose hope in You.'39
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144. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
A believer who rises to assist another believer when he comes to him for help is like one who strives in

the way of Allah.40
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145. It has been reported that Abu 'Abd Allah [a.s] said:
One who helps his grieving and distressed fellow believer in his struggle, relieves his distress and helps

him in attaining his need shall have seventy-two mercies from Allah; one of which is hastened to him to



improve his livelihood, and the remaining seventy-one mercies are stored away for him for the woes of

the Resurrection and its horrors.41
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