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Chapter 65: On An Elegy Recited About Ar-
Ridha’ (a.s.)

65-1 Tamim ibn Abdullah ibn Tamim al-Qurashi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Ali al-Moshaya al-Madani who eulogized Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) in

the following elegy:

O the shrine of the Master!

No one else existed like the Master

Guidance perished after him

And death followed it.

O his shrine! May not God’s blessings upon you ever end
Every evening and every dawn, like a breeze;

To us he was like a rain full of mercy;

From which we were nourished.

To us he was like a bright star;

With whose light we could find our way.

Then indeed sunk Ali ibn Musa Ar-Ridha’ in mire
and sovereignty is with the unbeliever.

O eyes, then | shall cry blood after him

Over the extinction of glory and sovereignty!
Also Ali ibn Abu Abdullah al-Khawwafi eulogized Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) in the following poem:

May God's Grace water thee, O land of Toos!
What treasures has your land down deep!

In the world your land is known to be good
Made good by one1 in Sanabad asleep,
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A man whose murder was hard on Islam

A man wrapped and drenched in God's Mercy.
O the grave of his (ar-Ridha’)! In thee clemency,
Knowledge, purity, and glory abound.

O envied grave! Angels do thee guard!

65-2 Al-Hakim Abu Ali Husayn ibn Ahmad al-Bayhagi narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Sowli quoted on
the authority of Harun ibn Abdullah al-Molhabi that De'bel al-Khoza'ee said, "When the news of the
death of Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) reached me, | was in Qum and | recited one of my poems in praise of him as
follows:

| see the Umayyads excused if they were to Kill,
But | see no reason why the Abbasids should at will;
Sons of Harb, Marwan and their breed

Banu Ma'eet, grudge and hate is their creed.
People whom you had to fight in the early days

Of Islam to bring them to His ways.

When they became in charge and did rule,

They reverted to Kufr (unbelief) and left the Usoo/2.
Head towards Toos, to the grave site

Of the pure one, of the faith that is right,

If you ever wish to remember Islam like me,

Pristine, Islam of Muhammad and Ali.



Two graves in Toos: one for the best of all,

And the worst man people will ever recall.

No good will reach the villain (Harun ar-Rashid) who is lying nigh
In grave to one whose virtues reach the sky (Imam Ridha’),

Nor will the pure suffer any harm

When near the soul3 that will never calm.

No indeed! Every soul shall reap what it did earn

So take what you will, or leave it to burn!"
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Al-Sowli narrated that Oun ibn Muhammad said that Mansoor ibn Talha recited poems that he quoted
on the authority of Abu Muhammad al-Yazidi who had said, “When Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) passed away, |

recited an elegy for him as follows:

What is wrong with Toos - may God not sanctify it
Which seizes a precious one each day.

It began with Rashid when it grabbed him.

Then it seconded it with Ar-Ridha’ Ali ibn Musa



Not a regular leader was he,
Rather a noble Imam - like the other ones.

'”

And the felicity of time turned into misfortunes!
| also found the following verses in Muhammad ibn Habib Dhabbi’s book:

In Toos there is a tomb in which there lies an Imam Divine
Whom we are enjoined to go visit his shrine.

The tomb where Paradise is set up from early in the morning
And is constantly granted greetings and peace.

A tomb whose radiating rays illuminate the blind

And its ashes4 treat ailments.

A tomb portraying Muhammad in the eyes

And his Trustee for by-standing believers

The eyes are humble to this all

Due to the amazement in their thoughts deep within

A tomb in which those who reach at its region

Their sins are unloaded from them when they depart.

They will take with themselves an increased security from the Chastisement
And are secured from ever suffering from poverty.

God has accepted this for them on his (ar-Ridha’) behalf
And thus the Pen is lifted off of them.5

If we have become needless of rain now,

it is due to the clouds watering down

Were it not for him, the clouds would have not poured down rain on this town
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The tomb that holds Ali ibn Musa

Is prouder than the land of Mecca.

It is incumbent upon us to try to go visit it

As it is incumbent to respect those who reside around it.
Whoever visits it recognizing his rightfulnessé

By God, it is forbidden for the Fire to touch him.

Surely tomorrow he shall have a praiseworthy rank
Whose position will be in Gardens as the eternal abode
God has guaranteed this for him.

He has sworn to the One to Whom all pledges shall return
May God’s Blessings be upon the Prophet Muhammad
Ali’s radiance and peace raised his rank

May God’s Blessings constantly be upon Az-Zahra
Since the Lord knows well that she rightfully deserves it.
And blessings be upon her, and then upon Al-Hassan
And upon Al-Husayn whose face shows his nobility
And upon Ali the virtuous7 and Muhammada.

Blessings be upon all these Masters who are noble

and upon Ja'far - the educator and the pure-9



the finest blessings even though the pygmys may dislike it

And As-Sadig from whom we have inherited knowledge

On which all the nations rely.

Same be upon your father Musa and the ones who follow him
And upon you be as long as Mercy lasts

And upon the pure Muhammad10 - may his purity be increased
and upon Ali11 for as long as there is any talking12

and upon Ar-Ridha’ - the son of Ar-Ridha’ - Al-Hassan13 whom
all the towns were filled with darkness due to his demise,

And blessings be upon his successor by whom

the perfect system will be completed.

He is the one hoped for with whom guidance is to return

and the decrees are to be re-established.
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Were it not for the leaders one after the other
guidance would be extinguished - so would Islam.
Each one will lead after the previous one until

the days end with the Riser’s14 turn

O son of the Prophet and the Proof of God

For whom prayer and fasting has been established
None of you left before another one came

To succeed him and treat the afflictions.

All the same in terms of nobility and knowledge
Whether they lead in youth or old age.

You are the means towards God and the first

Who know the right guidance and are its signs yourselves.

You are the Masters of religion and the world



and have sanctity and protection from God.

And only those who confess to your virtues are humans

and those who deny are only beasts and animals.

They are even more lost due to their disbelief

and their followers are subjected to arrows without heads and feathers.
They benefit from your world,

but are in their denial like livestock.

O blessings of God whom He bestows upon

Whomever He chooses from amongst His creatures to bestow upon.
If God hides your bodies from us

He left your spirit and order with us.

Your souls are visibly available

Even after your bodies were led away from our eyes.

The only difference between you and the Prophet being Prophethood,
But your steps and deeds are the same

The two tombs in Toos: in one is buried guidance

And a lost one in the other15 sees the Blazing Fire.

Two tombs set side by side

One is a Garden of Heaven in which a leader is visited,
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But the next one is a ditch out of Hell.

In which constant thirst is generated for its corrupt resident.
The nearness of the tomb of the corrupt to that of the pure one
Increases his torture and not reduce it as he desires.

Even though the two seem to be close, they are far apart

and on him there are piles of torture.

There comes no harm to you from the wicked one who built



The tombs out of megaliths and marble so close by,

but it kindles on him the greatest regrets,

seeing that you are honored and he is damned

And the extent of the torture increases every hour

And every day and every year.

O if only | knew whether | shall live during the days of the Riser
Killing your enemies with a sword in my hands.

My two hands shall reach out to him with a burning thirst for you
But the thirst will not be quenched until | attain my goal.

Of course, your tombs excite me while

Others get excited with raised flags and tents

Who struggle to praise the affluent and the rich,

While | am honored by and love reciting your praises

And | dedicate it (the poem) to Abil Hassan Ar-Ridha’.

To please him and for the intellects to get pleased with.

Take it from Dhabbi - your servant who

Is insulted due to his servitude to you.

If | respected the right of God upon you, it was because

Surely there is a right for a guest upon his host even if its put off.
Thus please accept from me this intention as a host

then | will be enriched should you do so

If others have realized your love due to teaching,

my love for you is due to an inspiration.
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1. Ali ibn Musa Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.)

2. Principles of religion

3. Referring to Imam Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.) being buried near Harun Ar-Rashid
4. The sacred ashes have healing powers

5. Their sins have been forgiven by God

6. The Rightfulness of Ar-Ridha’ (a.s.)

7. Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.) — that is Imam As-Sajjad (a.s.)

8. Muhammad ibn Ali (a.s.) or Imam Al-Bagir (a.s.)

9. Imam As-Sadiq (a.s.)



10. Muhammad ibn Ali — that is Imam Al-Jawad (a.s.)

11. Imam Ali ibn Muhammad — that is Imam Al-Hadi (a.s.)
12. Meaning for as long as man exists

13. Imam Al-Hassan Al-Askari (a.s.)

14. Imam Al-Mahdi (a.s.)

15. Referring to Harun Ar-Rashid
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