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Chapter 6: Obedience And The Duty Of
Accepting Commands

متَهوِلاي و متَهطَاع تضفَر و مقُوقَهح تبجوا ارِ الَّذِينخْيارِ اربا ِبِيندٍ الطَّيمحآلِ م دٍ ومحم َلع لص ماللَّه

O Allah send blessings on Muhammad and on the descendants of Muhammad, the good, the attested by
Thy witness, the high-minded chosen in preference by Thee, whose- claim has been declared a must
for all to accept, to obey them, to love them has been made obligatory under Thy commands.

The Right Of Accepting Commands And Superintendence

In Islamic ideology, the right of individuals and groups are reciprocal. If there is a right for parents, on the
other hand, there is also a right for their children. If governments have the right to lead, then the people
must obey them, likewise people too have rights and governments and governors must observe them.

In the relation between Prophets and Imams with their Ummah there is also a give and take. The duty of
Prophets and Imams is relaying the message of Allah. “nothing is (incumbent)on the apostle but to
deliver (the message)”1.

Prophets, especially Our Prophet accomplished their duty in the best way. In the Ziyarat of the Prophet,
we testify that the Prophet put in his utmost effort towards this duty. We say, “I testify that you are His
Messenger, and you are Muhammad, son of Abdullaah; and I testify that you had delivered the Message
of your Lord, advised and warned your followers (Ummah) like a sincere friend, and strived, leaving no
stone unturned, against heavy odds, in the cause of Allah, with wisdom, and good advice. Strong and
powerful support, from the Truthful (Allah) was put at your disposal; (and) you had been kind and
compassionate to the believers ,(but) were harsh with the disbelievers, and had sincerely served Allah,
till the inevitable (what was certain-death) came unto you. So Allah made you reach the highest stage of
glory and honor.”2
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Now it is our turn to know what is the duty of the Ummah towards the Prophet? Also we must ask
ourselves if we have put in our efforts towards these duties? Two important duties that have been
pointed out by Imam Sajjad in the above phrases of the Salawat are: Velayat (superintendence) and
obedience. These two responsibilities have a co-relation with each other, because the effect of
accepting the superintendence and of love is obedience, and the true lover obeys all the commands of
his beloved. In fact, the Quran calls love for the Prophet’s Household as the recompense of his efforts.

“Say (O Muhammad): "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with
you." And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give him an increase of good in respect
thereof. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most ready to appreciate (the deeds of those who are obedient to
Him).”3

However it is important to note two important points concerning these two responsibilities. These are, the
importance of accepting their superintendence and its effects.

Importance Of Accepting Their Superintendence

For better understanding the Importance of accepting Imam’s superintendence, we draw your attention
to some of the many Ahadith on this subject.

: الشيخ الطوس ف الأمال عن ابن عباس قال : قال رسول اله

و لَو انَّ عابِداً عبدَ اله بين الركن و الْمقَام الْف عام و الْف عام حتَّ يونَ كالشَّن الْبال و لَق اله مبغضاً لِ
نَّمهج ف هيرنْخم َلع هال هبكدٍ امحم

بحارالأنوار ج : 7 ص : 234

Sheikh Toosi in the book of Amaly narrates from Ibn Abbas, “The Prophet says, “If a devout worshipper
worships Allah between the Rokn4 and Maqam5 for thousand years until he/she becomes like an empty
worn waterskin and dies while he hates the Prophet’s household, God will throw him by his face into the
hellfire.6

ولسر قَال : قَال هائآب نادِقِ عالص نع رمع نب لفَضالْم نع نَادِهسعيون أخبار الرضا عليه السلام بِا الصدوق ف
و نسالْح ةَ ومفَاط و لع دٍ ومحم ف دِيثالْح اقس و لُهَج لج ِبر َلا حوا اءمالس َلا ِب رِيسا اص : لَم هال
الْحسين ع الَ انْ قَال يا محمدُ لَو انَّ عبداً عبدَن حتَّ ينْقَطع و يصير كالشَّن الْبال ثُم اتَان جاحداً لويتهِم ما
رالْخَب شرع تتَح ظْلَلْتُها  و نَّتج نْتُهسا



بحارالأنوار ج : 8 ص : 358

In the book of Oyon of Akhbar Al-Ridha’, Saduq narrates with the chain of narration from Imam Sadiq,
and Imam Sadiq narrates from Prophet that: “When I was taken high into the skies God revealed to me,
“O, Muhammad, If one of my servants prays to me by all of his strength until he becomes like a worn out
and old waterskin and then he comes in My presence while he denies the superintendence of
Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn, I will not let him enter heaven and I will not let my throne to
shadow over his head.”7

لاهةَ الْبامما ِبا َلفُوعاً ارم دِ التَّنْزِيلاهتَابِ شَوك ورِ فذْكنَادِ الْمسبِا مالْقَاس ِبا ندِ عمو الْحبِدُ اينَا السرخْبا و
قَال قَال رسول اله ص انَّ اله تَعالَ خَلَق انْبِياء من اشْجارٍ شَتَّ و خُلقْت انَا و عل من شَجرة واحدَة فَانَا اصلُها
لَو ى ووزَاغَ ه نم ا وا نَجهانغْصا نم نبِغُص لَّقتَع ناقُنَا فَمرونَا ااعشْيا ا وهارمث نيسالْح و نسالْح ا وهعفَر لع و
انَّ عبداً عبدَ اله بين الصفَا و الْمروة الْف عام ثُم الْف عام ثُم الْف عام حتَّ يصير كالشَّن الْبال ثُم لَم يدْرِكْ محبتَنَا
ََت النَّارِ ثُم ف هيرنْخم َلع هال هبكا:

(قُل لا اسىلُم علَيه اجراً ا الْمودةَ ف الْقُرب‏.الشوری ،33)

Haskani in the book of Shawahid Al-Tanzil with the chain of narration narrates from Abu Emameh Baheli
from Prophet, “Truly Allah created prophets from different trees and created me and Ali from the same
tree. I am the root of that tree, Ali is its branches, Hasan and Husayn are the fruits and the Shias are the
leaves of this tree. Whosoever grasps to any of these branches will survive and whosoever gets
deviated will fall down. Also if a servant worships Allah for thousand years and then another thousand
years and then another thousand years between Safa and Marveh until he becomes like an old
waterskin but he does not appreciate our love, God will throw him by his face into the hellfire. Then
Prophet recited this verse, “Say (O Muhammad, "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to
me for my kinship with you."8

و نَدِهسم ف لنْبح ندُ بمحا و نييححالص ف ورهمى الْجور قشْفِ الْحتَابِ كك ف هوحر هال حوةُ رمَّالْع قَال
نم هال ولسا ر‏ قَالُوا يبالْقُر ةَ فدوالْم راً اجا هلَيع مُلىسلا ا قُل لا نَزلَم اسٍ قَالبع ناب نع يرِهتَفْس ف ِلَبالثَّع
قَرابتُكَ الَّذِين وجبت علَينَا مودتُهم قَال عل و فَاطمةُ و ابنَاهما

Also Allameh in the book of Kashf Al-Haq has written, “Ahl Al-Sunna in Sahiheyn and Ahmad Hanbal in
the book of Mosnad, Salabi in his Quran interpretation narrates from Ibn Abbas, “When the verse “Say
O Muhammad, "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with you”
descended, the companions of the Prophet asked, “O, Prophet, who are these relatives of yours that
their love is obligated upon us?” Prophet answered, “Ali, Fatima and their two sons”9. Allameh
continues,



نَقَل صاحب الْشَّافِ عن النَّبِ ص انَّه قَال من مات علَ حبِ آلِ محمدٍ مات شَهِيداً ا و من مات علَ حبِ آلِ
محمدٍ مات مغْفُوراً لَه ا و من مات علَ حبِ آلِ محمدٍ مات تَائباً ا و من مات علَ حبِ آلِ محمدٍ مات مومناً
َلع اتم نم و ا يرَن و رْنم ثُم نَّةتِ بِالْجولَكُ الْمم هشَّردٍ بمحآلِ م ِبح َلع اتم نم و انِ ايما لمَتسم
ف لَه حدٍ ص فُتمحآلِ م ِبح َلع اتم نم و ا اجِهتِ زَويب َلا وسرالْع فا تُزمك نَّةالْج َلا فزدٍ يمحآلِ م ِبح
ِبح َلع اتم نم و ا ةمحالر ةئَم ارزم هرقَب هال لعدٍ جمحآلِ م ِبح َلع اتم نم و ا نَّةالْج َلانِ اابب رِهقَب
آيِس هنَييع نيب تُوبم ةاميالْق موي اءدٍ جمحغْضِ آلِ مب َلع اتم نم و ا ةاعمالْج و نَّةالس َلع اتدٍ ممحآلِ م
من رحمة اله ا و من مات علَ بغْضِ آلِ محمدٍ مات كافراً ا و من مات علَ بغْضِ آلِ محمدٍ لَم يشَم رائحةَ
نَّةالْج

“Zamakhshari narrates from Prophet, “Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Households dies as a
martyr. Know that if someone truly dies with the love of Prophet’s Households, he is forgiven.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Households, he is repentant.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household, he is the complete faithful.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household, the angel of death and afterwards the Nakir and
Monkar will give hime glad tidings of heaven.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household goes to heaven like a bride goes to the house of her
groom.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household two doors open from his grave to the Heaven.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household God makes his grave a shrine for the Angels of
Mercy.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household he dies as Ahl Al-Sunna.

Whoever dies with the hatred to Prophet’s Household will rise in the Day of Judgment while it will be
written on his forehead: he is disappointed from God’s mercy.

Whoever dies with the hatred to Prophet’s Household dies as a pagan.

Whoever dies with the hatred to Prophet’s Household will not (even) smell the scent of heaven.”

ابن شاذان بسنده عن أب سلم راع رسول اله ص قال سمعت رسول اله ص يقول ليلة أسري ب إل السماء
هلسر و تُبِهك و هتلائم و هبِال نآم لنُونَ كموالْم قلت و ِهبر نم هلَيا نْزِلبِما ا ولسالر نالجليل جل جلاله آم قال ل
طالب ع قلت نعم يا رب قال يا محمد إن بن أب أمتك قلت خيرها قال عل قال صدقت يا محمد من خلفت ف
اطلعت إل الأرض اطلاعة فاخترتك منها فشققت‏ لك اسما من أسمائ فلا أذكر ف موضع إلا ذكرت مع فأنا
و هو عل الأعل فأنا العل المحمود و أنت محمد ثم اطلعت الثانية فاخترت منها عليا فشققت له اسما من أسمائ
يا محمد إن خلقتك و خلقت عليا و فاطمة و الحسن و الحسين و الأئمة من ولده من سنخ نوري و عرضت ولايتم



عل أهل السماوات و أهل الأرضين فمن قبلها كان عندي من المؤمنين و من جحدها كان عندي من الافرين يا
م ما غفرت له حتجاحدا لولايت ثم أتان ينقطع و يصير كالشن البال حت محمد لو أن عبدا من عبيدي عبدن
يقر بولايتم يا محمد أ تحب أن تراهم قلت نعم يا رب فقال ل التفت عن يمين العرش فالتفت فإذا أنا بعل و
فاطمة و الحسن و الحسين و عل بن الحسين و محمد بن عل و جعفر بن محمد و موس بن جعفر و عل بن
ضحضاح من نور قيام يصلون و هو ف و المهدي ف بن محمد و الحسن بن عل و عل و محمد بن عل موس
و جلال ‏ء كأنه كوكب دري فقال يا محمد هؤلاء الحجج و هو الثائر من عترتك فو عزتالمهدي يض وسطهم يعن
إنه الناصر لأوليائ و المنتقم من أعدائ و لهم الحجة الواجبة و بهم‏ يمسك اله السماوات أن تقع عل الأرض إلا
بإذنه.‏

Ibn Shazan Qomi in the book of Mea Manqabah (Hundred Good Attributes) with the chain of narration
from Abi Salma the shepherd who says, “I heard from the Prophet who said: “In the night in which they
elevated me, Allah the Almighty told me, “ O Prophet have faith on what God descended on you.” I said,
“All faithful have faith in Allah and the angels and the books that descended from the sky and all of
God’s messengers.” God said, “You are right. Who have you appointed as your successor in your
Ummah? I said, “The best of them” Allah said, “Is it Ali?” I said, “Yes my lord” God said, “O,
Muhammad, I searched the earth and I chose you and I made a name for you from my name. So I will
not be remembered anywhere unless you will be remembered. I am Mahmoud (praised one) and you
are Muhammad (Praiseworthy). Then I looked again and chose Ali and among my name, I preferred a
name and I branched a name for him. I am the Ali Al-A’la (the highest of the height) and he is Ali
(highest). O, Muhammad I created you, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn and your successors from the
descendants of Ali from the class of my light. In addition, I offered your superintendence to skies and
earths. Therefore, whoever accepted it, I accepted him as a faithful and those who denied it I know him
as a pagan. O, Muhammad if a servant of My servants worships Me until his strength ends and turns like
an old water skin but he dies while he denies your superintendence, and he enters My presence I will
not leave him until he accepts your superintendence. O Muhammad, do you like to see them all (your
successors)?

I said, “Yes my lord ” God said, “look at the right side of my throne” I looked and I saw Ali, Fatima,
Hasan, Husayn, Ali Ibn Husayn, Muhammad Ibn Alil, Ja’far Ibn Muhammad, Musa Ibn Ja’far, Ali Ibn
Musa, Muhammad Ibn Ali, Ali Ibn Muhammad, Hasan Ibn Ali and Mahdi in a platter of Light and they
were praying. Also he, I mean Mahdi among them was shining. God told me, “O Muhammad they are
the testimonies and he (Mahdi) is revenger of your kinship’s blood. I take oath to my Honor and
Excellency that he will serve as an aid to my beloved and the revenger of my enemies. They are the
obligated testimonies and by them God keeps the sky from falling.10”

Effects Of Accepting Their Superintendence

The love for the Household of the Prophet is termed as the repayment to the Prophet, but the fact is that
the benefit and the advantage of this love comes back to us and this is the way of getting closer to Allah.



This love and the acceptance of their superintendence is what makes the devotee obedient and makes
him pious. People like Salman, Abu Dharr, Miqdad and Ammar studied in this school. Those who claim
to be adherents of the Ahlul Bayt and do not reach piety, they only boast. In the Ahadith of Ahlul Bayt
our Imams rejected their claims such as the hadith that Sheikh Kulayni narrates in the book of Kafi.

هطَاعَ الا نم تُنَا ايعا شم هال فَو بذَاهالْم مِب بتَذْه  فَرٍ ع قَالعج ِبا نع ملسم ندِ بمحبسنده عن م لینال
لج و زع

Sheikh Kulayni narrates from Muhammad Ibn Muslim from Imam Baqir, “The various ways does not
cause you diversion (but) I swear to Allah you are not our Shia unless you obey God”11.

He also narrates from Jabir Ibn Abdullah from Imam Baqir,

تِ فَويالْب لهِنَا اببِح قُولنْ يا عالتَّشَي لانْتَح نم تَفي ا ابِرا جي ل قَال فَرٍ ع قَالعج ِبا نابِرٍ عج بسنده عن لینال
هرِ الذِك ةثْرك و انَةما و التَّخَشُّع و عاضبِالتَّو ا ابِرا جفُونَ يرعانُوا يا كم و هطَاعا و هال َاتَّق نم تُنَا ايعا شم هال
و الصوم و الصَة و الْبِرِ بِالْوالدَين و التَّعاهدِ للْجِيرانِ من الْفُقَراء و اهل الْمسنَة و الْغَارِمين و ايتَام و صدْقِ
الْحدِيثِ و تَوة الْقرآن و كفِ الْسن عن النَّاسِ ا من خَيرٍ و كانُوا امنَاء عشَائرِهم ف اشْياء قَال جابِر فَقُلْت يا
بحا قُولنْ يا لجالر بسح بذَاهبِكَ الْم نبتَذْه  ابِرا جي فَقَال فَةالص ذِهداً بِهحا موالْي رِفا نَعم هولِ السر ناب
تَهيرس تَّبِعي  ع ثُم لع نم رص خَي هال ولسفَر هال ولسر بحا ّنا قَال فَلَو اكَ فَعذَل عونَ مي  ثُم هتَوا اً ويلع
و  يعمل بِسنَّته ما نَفَعه حبه اياه شَيئاً فَاتَّقُوا اله و اعملُوا لما عنْدَ اله لَيس بين اله و بين احدٍ قَرابةٌ احب الْعبادِ
ةبِالطَّاع ا َالتَع كَ وارتَب هال َلا بتَقَرا يم هال و ابِرا جي هتبِطَاع ملُهمعا و متْقَاها هلَيع مهمركا و لج و زع هال َلا
و ما معنَا براءةٌ من‏

“O, Jabir, those who claim to be our Shia and they just claim to love us (without any action), I swear to
Allah they are not our Shias unless they start to be pious and obey God. Our Shias cannot be
recognized except by their humbleness, their fear of God, being trustworthy, excessive remembrance of
Allah, fasts, prayers, being nice to parents, taking care of poor, pitiable, caring towards the orphans and
neighbors, honesty, reciting Quran and speaking just for the good of people. They (Shia) are known as
the (most) trustworthy individuals for the custody of goods among their people.”12

Jabir says, “O, son of messenger of Allah we do not know anybody with this characteristics!”

Imam answered me, “Do not get it the wrong way. Whoever claims that he loves Ali but does not act for
it (is the same as) someone who says he loves the Prophet but does not follow his way of living and
does not act like him. The love of Prophet does not have any benefit for him. So be pious and fulfill your
duties to God because there is no blood relation between God and anybody. The most beloved servant
to God is the most pious one and the one who strives in His way the most. O, Jabir no one can get
closer to Allah just by obeying him, we do not give safe-conduct from hell to anybody, and no one has
the excuse. Anyone who obeys God is our beloved and our friend, and whoever sins is our enemy, and



our love (Velayat) cannot be earned except by actions and virtue.”

Imam Sajad in these phrases of Dua says,

اللَّهم صل علَ محمدٍ و آلِ محمدٍ

الطَّيِبِين ابرارِ اخْيارِ الَّذِين اوجبت حقُوقَهم و فَرضت طَاعتَهم و وِلايتَهم

“May Allah send your peace and blessings to Muhammad and his household for they are the righteous
and chosen (by you) in the world and for you obligate their right, obedience and love upon us.”

(وما عل الرسول الا البلاغ ،المائده ،99) .1
2. Zyarat of Prophet in Saturdays
(الشورى (23 .3
4. The pillar of Kabeh that has the stone of Hajar Al-Aswad installed in it.
5. Magham is the stone that has the trace of Prophet Abraham’s feet. The place between Rukn and Magham is one of the
holiest places between Muslims.
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