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Chapter 6: Obedience And The Duty Of
Accepting Commands
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O Allah send blessings on Muhammad and on the descendants of Muhammad, the good, the attested by
Thy witness, the high-minded chosen in preference by Thee, whose- claim has been declared a must

for all to accept, to obey them, to love them has been made obligatory under Thy commands.

The Right Of Accepting Commands And Superintendence

In Islamic ideology, the right of individuals and groups are reciprocal. If there is a right for parents, on the
other hand, there is also a right for their children. If governments have the right to lead, then the people
must obey them, likewise people too have rights and governments and governors must observe them.

In the relation between Prophets and Imams with their Ummah there is also a give and take. The duty of
Prophets and Imams is relaying the message of Allah. “nothing is (incumbent)on the apostle but to

deliver (the message)”1.

Prophets, especially Our Prophet accomplished their duty in the best way. In the Ziyarat of the Prophet,
we testify that the Prophet put in his utmost effort towards this duty. We say, “I testify that you are His
Messenger, and you are Muhammad, son of Abdullaah; and | testify that you had delivered the Message
of your Lord, advised and warned your followers (Ummah) like a sincere friend, and strived, leaving no
stone unturned, against heavy odds, in the cause of Allah, with wisdom, and good advice. Strong and
powerful support, from the Truthful (Allah) was put at your disposal; (and) you had been kind and
compassionate to the believers ,(but) were harsh with the disbelievers, and had sincerely served Allah,
till the inevitable (what was certain-death) came unto you. So Allah made you reach the highest stage of

glory and honor.”2
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Now it is our turn to know what is the duty of the Ummah towards the Prophet? Also we must ask
ourselves if we have put in our efforts towards these duties? Two important duties that have been
pointed out by Imam Sajjad in the above phrases of the Salawat are: Velayat (superintendence) and
obedience. These two responsibilities have a co-relation with each other, because the effect of
accepting the superintendence and of love is obedience, and the true lover obeys all the commands of
his beloved. In fact, the Quran calls love for the Prophet’s Household as the recompense of his efforts.

“Say (O Muhammad): "No reward do | ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with
you." And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give him an increase of good in respect
thereof. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most ready to appreciate (the deeds of those who are obedient to
Him).”3

However it is important to note two important points concerning these two responsibilities. These are, the

importance of accepting their superintendence and its effects.

Importance Of Accepting Their Superintendence

For better understanding the Importance of accepting Imam’s superintendence, we draw your attention

to some of the many Ahadith on this subject.
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Sheikh Toosi in the book of Amaly narrates from lbn Abbas, “The Prophet says, “If a devout worshipper
worships Allah between the Rokn4 and Magams5 for thousand years until he/she becomes like an empty
worn waterskin and dies while he hates the Prophet’s household, God will throw him by his face into the
hellfire.6
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In the book of Oyon of Akhbar Al-Ridha’, Saduq narrates with the chain of narration from Imam Sadiq,
and Imam Sadiq narrates from Prophet that: “When | was taken high into the skies God revealed to me,
“O, Muhammad, If one of my servants prays to me by all of his strength until he becomes like a worn out
and old waterskin and then he comes in My presence while he denies the superintendence of
Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn, | will not let him enter heaven and | will not let my throne to

shadow over his head.”7
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Haskani in the book of Shawahid Al-Tanzil with the chain of narration narrates from Abu Emameh Baheli
from Prophet, “Truly Allah created prophets from different trees and created me and Ali from the same
tree. | am the root of that tree, Ali is its branches, Hasan and Husayn are the fruits and the Shias are the
leaves of this tree. Whosoever grasps to any of these branches will survive and whosoever gets
deviated will fall down. Also if a servant worships Allah for thousand years and then another thousand
years and then another thousand years between Safa and Marveh until he becomes like an old
waterskin but he does not appreciate our love, God will throw him by his face into the hellfire. Then
Prophet recited this verse, “Say (O Muhammad, "No reward do | ask of you for this except to be kind to

me for my kinship with you."s
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Also Allameh in the book of Kashf Al-Haq has written, “Ahl Al-Sunna in Sahiheyn and Ahmad Hanbal in
the book of Mosnad, Salabi in his Quran interpretation narrates from lbn Abbas, “When the verse “Say
O Muhammad, "No reward do | ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with you”
descended, the companions of the Prophet asked, “O, Prophet, who are these relatives of yours that
their love is obligated upon us?” Prophet answered, “Ali, Fatima and their two sons”9. Allameh
continues,
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“Zamakhshari narrates from Prophet, “Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Households dies as a
martyr. Know that if someone truly dies with the love of Prophet’s Households, he is forgiven.
Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Households, he is repentant.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household, he is the complete faithful.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household, the angel of death and afterwards the Nakir and

Monkar will give hime glad tidings of heaven.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household goes to heaven like a bride goes to the house of her

groom.
Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household two doors open from his grave to the Heaven.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household God makes his grave a shrine for the Angels of
Mercy.

Whoever dies with the love of Prophet’s Household he dies as Ahl Al-Sunna.

Whoever dies with the hatred to Prophet’s Household will rise in the Day of Judgment while it will be
written on his forehead: he is disappointed from God’s mercy.

Whoever dies with the hatred to Prophet’s Household dies as a pagan.

Whoever dies with the hatred to Prophet’s Household will not (even) smell the scent of heaven.”

eladl 1 g1 sl Al J sy o ] sy crmos JUi o 4lll Sy oy galin gl e sty 13 !
o’y 3 4K 5 v 5 <l ST I GushoBall 5 cals <55 m 1) 31 Loy 01520301 5T s ksl 1 s
il dome L J oy b i i p il ol o e JU bapea cald el 3 cidla o dame b s JU
l:i‘&wa‘;i‘zfl&by&g_,s&f)ﬁgl;ﬂ&; Lo el 08846 Lgie eliyials deddal o ¥ I cuallel
e sa s le¥l Lall Gl ilawl e Lol & catiia Ule g o5ia s 2l cualll o3 sana il 53 ganell
oSipY g ciimse g (5o giw e saly e Al g puall 5 sl g Lalald g Lle culs g lidla Gl aesa



b e AT o sute IS Laaaa o 5 otafall e sute IS Llis crad aan 31 Jal 5 ol slawdl Jal e
gin it Lo oSyl luials T 3 W GlS srea 5 ahily s o Gane oo lue of ol tens
5 b U150 caills Gipall ey e ctill J JWE8 oy U pead el el oF ot T same b oS0 S

ot sle 5 odaa o puse 5 dama o Sl 5 e o daae g Grall o (e 5 puall 5 Guuall g Lalald
S 525 osbeay ald 591 e plinais d gagall 5 e o Gl g sane o (e 5 e o aann 5 ouse
Dha 5 gise s dlisie oo ST o8 5 manll ¥ 5a dane b Jlid 559 S6S 4l o s ugell ia gl
I om¥ e o of ol slowdl ll cliuay o1 s 2anlsll ianll ool 5 ilael e pBitall 5 LY ualill @l

il

Ibn Shazan Qomi in the book of Mea Mangabah (Hundred Good Attributes) with the chain of narration
from Abi Salma the shepherd who says, “I heard from the Prophet who said: “In the night in which they
elevated me, Allah the Almighty told me, “ O Prophet have faith on what God descended on you.” | said,
“All faithful have faith in Allah and the angels and the books that descended from the sky and all of
God’s messengers.” God said, “You are right. Who have you appointed as your successor in your
Ummah? | said, “The best of them” Allah said, “Is it Ali?” | said, “Yes my lord” God said, “O,
Muhammad, | searched the earth and | chose you and | made a name for you from my name. So | will
not be remembered anywhere unless you will be remembered. | am Mahmoud (praised one) and you
are Muhammad (Praiseworthy). Then | looked again and chose Ali and among my name, | preferred a
name and | branched a name for him. | am the Ali Al-A’la (the highest of the height) and he is Ali
(highest). O, Muhammad | created you, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn and your successors from the
descendants of Ali from the class of my light. In addition, | offered your superintendence to skies and
earths. Therefore, whoever accepted it, | accepted him as a faithful and those who denied it | know him
as a pagan. O, Muhammad if a servant of My servants worships Me until his strength ends and turns like
an old water skin but he dies while he denies your superintendence, and he enters My presence | will
not leave him until he accepts your superintendence. O Muhammad, do you like to see them all (your

successors)?

| said, “Yes my lord ” God said, “look at the right side of my throne” | looked and | saw Ali, Fatima,
Hasan, Husayn, Ali lbn Husayn, Muhammad lbn Alil, Ja’far lbn Muhammad, Musa Ibn Ja’far, Ali Ibn
Musa, Muhammad lbn Ali, Ali Ibon Muhammad, Hasan Ibn Ali and Mahdi in a platter of Light and they
were praying. Also he, | mean Mahdi among them was shining. God told me, “O Muhammad they are
the testimonies and he (Mahdi) is revenger of your kinship’s blood. | take oath to my Honor and
Excellency that he will serve as an aid to my beloved and the revenger of my enemies. They are the

obligated testimonies and by them God keeps the sky from falling. 10”

Effects Of Accepting Their Superintendence

The love for the Household of the Prophet is termed as the repayment to the Prophet, but the fact is that

the benefit and the advantage of this love comes back to us and this is the way of getting closer to Allah.



This love and the acceptance of their superintendence is what makes the devotee obedient and makes
him pious. People like Salman, Abu Dharr, Migdad and Ammar studied in this school. Those who claim
to be adherents of the Ahlul Bayt and do not reach piety, they only boast. In the Ahadith of Ahlul Bayt
our Imams rejected their claims such as the hadith that Sheikh Kulayni narrates in the book of Kafi.
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Sheikh Kulayni narrates from Muhammad lbn Muslim from Imam Bagir, “The various ways does not

cause you diversion (but) | swear to Allah you are not our Shia unless you obey God”11.

He also narrates from Jabir Ibn Abdullah from Imam Bagir,
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“0, Jabir, those who claim to be our Shia and they just claim to love us (without any action), | swear to
Allah they are not our Shias unless they start to be pious and obey God. Our Shias cannot be
recognized except by their humbleness, their fear of God, being trustworthy, excessive remembrance of
Allah, fasts, prayers, being nice to parents, taking care of poor, pitiable, caring towards the orphans and
neighbors, honesty, reciting Quran and speaking just for the good of people. They (Shia) are known as
the (most) trustworthy individuals for the custody of goods among their people.”12

Jabir says, “O, son of messenger of Allah we do not know anybody with this characteristics!”

Imam answered me, “Do not get it the wrong way. Whoever claims that he loves Ali but does not act for
it (is the same as) someone who says he loves the Prophet but does not follow his way of living and
does not act like him. The love of Prophet does not have any benefit for him. So be pious and fulfill your
duties to God because there is no blood relation between God and anybody. The most beloved servant
to God is the most pious one and the one who strives in His way the most. O, Jabir no one can get
closer to Allah just by obeying him, we do not give safe-conduct from hell to anybody, and no one has

the excuse. Anyone who obeys God is our beloved and our friend, and whoever sins is our enemy, and



our love (Velayat) cannot be earned except by actions and virtue.”

Imam Sajad in these phrases of Dua says,
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“May Allah send your peace and blessings to Muhammad and his household for they are the righteous

and chosen (by you) in the world and for you obligate their right, obedience and love upon us.”

1. (99« sailalle EUN YT Jgu Il e Lo)

2. Zyarat of Prophet in Saturdays
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4. The pillar of Kabeh that has the stone of Hajar Al-Aswad installed in it.
5. Magham is the stone that has the trace of Prophet Abraham’s feet. The place between Rukn and Magham is one of the
holiest places between Muslims.
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