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Chpater 25: On What Is Narrated By Al-Ridha’
(a.s.) About Zayd Ibn Ali

25-1 Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Mokattib narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Sowly quoted on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Nahawi, on the authority of Ibn Abi Abdoon, on the authority of his
father, “When Zayd ibn Musa ibn Ja’far revolted in Basra and set the homes of the Abbasids on fire, they
took him to Al-Ma’mun. Al-Ma’mun forgave him on behalf of his brother Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)
and told the Imam (a.s.), “If your brother has revolted and has done this and that, so did Zayd ibn Ali
before and he got killed. If you did not possess the rank near me that you have now, | would have killed
him since what he has done is not negligible. Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “O Commander of the Faithful!' Do
not compare my brother with Zayd ibn Ali since he was one of the scholars from the Household of
Muhammad and got angry for the sake of the Honorable the Exalted God. He fought with the enemies of
God until he got killed in His path. My father Musa ibn Ja’far (a.s.) narrated that he had heard his father
Ja’far ibn Muhammad (a.s.) say, ‘May God bless my uncle Zayd since he was inviting the people to a
pleasant member of the Household of Muhammad (not himself). He would have been loyal to what he
said if he had become victorious. He consulted with me about his uprising and | told him, ‘O my uncle!
Do this if you are pleased with being killed and your corpse being hung up from the gallows in the al-
Konasa neighborhood.” After Zayd left, As-Sadiq (a.s.) said, “Woe be to those who hear his call but do
not help him!”
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Then Al-Ma’'mun said, “O Abul Hassan! Have there not been traditions blaming those who unrightfully
claim to be the Divine Leader?” Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) said, “Zayd did not make any such unrightful claims. He
was much more pious than that. He used to invite the people to a pleasant member of the Household of
Muhammad (a.s.). Those traditions are about the people who claim that God has appointed them to be a
Divine Leader, invite the people to a religion other than God’s religion and mislead the people so as to
deviate them from the way of God. | swear by God that Zayd was one who was addressed by the
following verse, ‘And strive in His cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity and under discipline). He

has chosen you..."1

The author of this - Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn - may God be pleased with him - said, “Zayd ibn
Ali has many nobilities narrated by the Imams other than Al-Ridha’ (a.s.). | will present them in what

follows so that those who study this book can become familiar with the beliefs of the Imams about Zayd.”

25-1A Ahmad ibn Harun al-Fami narrated in the Kufa Mosque in the year 354 A.H. (964 A.D.) that
Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Himyari quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn ibn Abil Khattab, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Ulwan, on the authority of
Umar ibn Thabit, on the authority of Dawood ibn Abdul Jabbar, on the authority of Jabir ibn Yazid al-
Jo’fi, on the authority of Abi Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir (a.s.), on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ali (a.s.) that God’s Prophet (S) told Al-Husayn (a.s.), “O Husayn! There will be a man from
your progeny called Zayd. He and his companions will cross the rows of the people on the Resurrection

Day with brilliant faces. They will enter Paradise without any reckoning.”

25-1B Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Razma al-Qazvini narrated that Ahmad ibn Isa al-Alawi Al-Husayni
quoted on the authority of Abbad ibn Yagoob al-Asadi, on the authority of Habib ibn Arta, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Zakwan, on the authority of Amr ibn Khalid that Zayd ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn
ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) was holding his hair and said, My father Ali ibn Al-Husayn was holding his hair
and said, Al-Husayn ibn Ali (a.s.) was holding his hair in his hand and said, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) was

holding his hair and said, ‘God’s Prophet (S) was
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holding his hair and said, ‘Whoever hurts even one of my hairs has hurt me. Whoever hurts me has hurt
the Honorable the Exalted God. God will curse whoever hurts the Honorable the Exalted God to the

extent of the heavens and the Earth.’

25-1C Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran ad-Dagqgaq - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Ali ibn Al-Husayn al-Qadhi al-Alawi quoted on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Ali an-Naseri - may
God sanctify his soul, quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Rashid, on the authority of his uncle Abi
Ma’mar Saeed ibn Khaytham, on the authority of his brother Ma’mar, “One day we were sitting in the
mosque with As-Sadiq Ja’far ion Muhammad (a.s.) when his uncle Zayd ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali
ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) came and grasped the door frame. As-Sadiq Ja’far ibon Muhammad (a.s.) told him, “O
uncle! You will be hung on the gallows in the ‘A/-Konasa neighborhood.” Zayd’s mother said, “You say
this to my son out of jealousy.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “I wish it was said out of jealousy!” He repeated
this thrice. He then added, “My father (a.s.) narrated that my grandfather (a.s.) said, One of his progeny
called Zayd will revolt. He will get killed in Kufa and his corpse will be hung in the ‘A/-Konasa
neighborhood. When all the people are resurrected in the Hereafter, he will leave his grave while the
Gates of the Heavens are opened for his soul. The residents of the heavens and the Earth are happy for

him. His soul will be placed inside a green bird who can fly anywhere in Paradise that he wishes to go.”

25-1D Al-Hassan ibn Abdullah ibn Sa’eed Al-Askari narrated that Abdul Aziz ibn Yahya quoted on the



authority of Al-Ash’ath ibn Muhammad Al-Dhabbi, on the authority of Shoaib ibn Amr, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Jabir al-Jo’fi, “| went to see Abi Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali (al-Bagqir) (a.s.)
when his brother Zayd was there. Then Ma’roof ibn Kharrabooz al-Makki entered. Abu Ja'far (al-Bagqir)

(a.s.) told him, ‘O Ma’roof! Please recite some of your pleasing poems. He then recited the following:

| swear by your life
that Abu Malik is not weak
And is not stubborn in talking

when admonished by a wise man or to act as his enemy.
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However, he is a gentleman

who is superior to his peers.

He has good traits and others will remember him to be good.
If you be his master, you will find him in utmost servitude

He will perform well whatever you ask him to do.”

The narrator added, “Then Muhammad ibn Ali (a.s.) put his hands on Zayd’s shoulders and said, O Abul

Hassan! This is about you.”

25-1E Ahmad ibn Al-Hassan al-Qattan narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Ali As-Sukkari quoted on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Jowhari, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Imara, on
the authority of his father, on the authority of Amr ibn Khalid, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sa’d ibn
Tarif, on the authority of al-Asbag ibn Sayyaba, “There were seven of us who went to Medina to see Abi
Abdullah As-Sadiq (a.s.). We told him (a.s.), “He has revolted.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “Please inform
me of any news that you receive.” We stayed in Medina for a few days. Then a messenger came to us
from Bassam al-Sayrafi with a letter in which it was written, ... Zayd ibn Ali revolted on Wednesday the
first day of the (Arabic) month of Safar. He continued on Thursday and Friday, but he was killed on
Friday along with so and so.” Then we went to see As-Sadiq (a.s.) and gave him the letter. He (a.s.)
read the letter and cried. Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “From God we are and to Him is our return. | ask
God for my reward in this calamity. He was a really good uncle. My uncle was a man for our world and
for our Hereafter. | swear by God that my uncle is a martyr just like the martyrs who fought along with
God’s Prophet (S) or Ali (a.s.) or Al-Hassan (a.s.) or Al-Husayn(a.s.).”

25-1F Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abi Abdillah al-Barqi, on
the authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Shamoon, on the authority
of Abdullah ibn Sinan, on the authority of al-Fudhayl ibn Yasar, “| went to see Zayd ibn Ali ibn Al-
Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) on the morning of the day on which he revolted in Kufa. | heard him
say. ‘Which of you men will help me fight with the Anbats2 from Sham? | swear by Him who appointed
Muhammad (a.s.) to
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the Prophethood and established him as one to give glad tidings and admonishments, that on the
Resurrection Day | will grab the hands of whoever helps me in this battle and deliver him to Paradise

with the permission of the Honorable the Exalted God.’

| rented a horse when he got killed and set out for Medina. | went to see Imam As-Sadiq (a.s.) there. |
thought | should not tell him (a.s.) about Zayd getting killed since the Imam (a.s.) might get upset. When
| saw the Imam (a.s.), he said, “What did my uncle Zayd do?” | got so upset | could hardly talk. | said,
“They killed him.” He (a.s.) said, “Did they kill him?” | said, “Yes. By God, they killed him.” He (a.s.)
asked, “Did they hang his corpse on the gallows?” | said, “Yes. By God, they hung his corpse on the

gallows.”

The narrator added, “The Imam (a.s.) started to cry and his tears were flowing down his face like pearls.
Then the Imam (a.s.) said, ‘O Fudhayl! Were you present there in the battle with the people of Syria
along with my uncle?’ | said, ‘Yes.” The Imam (a.s.) asked, ‘How many people did you kill?’ | said, ‘Six of
them.” The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘Did you have any doubts about shedding their blood?’ | said, ‘No, | would
not have killed them if | had had any doubts.” Then | heard the Imam (a.s.) say, ‘O God! Please give me
a share of the reward for this battle. | swear by God that my uncle and his companions were martyrs just

like Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) and his companions.”

(a.s.heikh Sadooq said): | have only included the necessary part of this tradition here. God is the One

who grants success.



1. Quran, 22:78

2. Bedouin people who lived in the deserts between Basra and Kufa. They were mostly non-Arabs.
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