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Followers Of Ahl Al-Bayt

Love For Ahl Al-Bayt

We who are strongly in need of Allah’s mercy, favor and special attention must choose a path the final
stage of which is Allah’s pleasure hence Paradise. In order to win Allah’s favor, we need mediation to
find the truth. Based on Quranic verses, this mediation is love for Ahl al-Bayt and compliance with their
teachings.

In order to love Ahl al-Bayt, we should first get to know them. When we see their moral virtues and
spiritual beauty we will automatically love them. This love makes human receive baptism of Allah and
become like the Beloved One in all aspects. One must note that love and friendly relations will come
about only when we get to know our Beloved. Even in metaphorical examples of love, one never falls in
love unless he sees the beauty of the beloved.

When one loves, one will automatically do one’s best to comply with whatever the beloved wishes and
will be baptized by the Beloved in a way that both the lover and the beloved become identical.

The Holy Prophet’s words “Salman is from us, Ahl al-Bayt” is the best proof. Love for Ahl al-Bayt is a
valuable truth, which Allah has determined as a reward for the mission of the Holy Prophet:

بالْقُر ةَ فدوالْم ا ارجا هلَيع مُلاسا  قُل

Say: I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my near relatives. (42:23)

Based on narrations related by Shiite scholars and others related by Sunni scholars, the near relatives
are Ahl al-Bayt. The important point in this Quranic verses is the word love intermingled with obedience.

Is it not surprising that Allah has not refered to performing prayer, Hajj, fast, almsgiving and poor-rate as
reward for the mission of the Holy Prophet (S). Instead He has stipulated the word love in order to show
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the love for Ahl al-Bayt and obedience to them are above all other truths. Should there be no love for
Ahl al-Bayt, there would be no virtues for the abovementioned acts.
The Holy Prophet is quoted as saying:

.لل شَء أساس، وأساس اإلسألم حبنَا أهل الْبيتِ

There is a basis for everything; and love for us, Ahl al-Bayt, is the basis of Islam.1

Imam Ali (a.s) has said: I heard Allah’s Messenger say:

أنَا سيِدُ ۇلْدِ آدم. وأنْت يا عل واألئمةٌ من بعدِكَ سادةُ امت. من أحبنَا فَقَدْ أحب اله، ومن أبغَضنَا فَقَدْ أبغَضنَا فَقَدْ
هال صانَا فَقَدْ عصع نمو ،هنَا فَقَدْ أطَاعَ الأطَاع نمو ،هال َالاألنَا فَقَدْ وو نمو ،هال غَضأب.

Ali. I am the master of Adam’s children and you, and the Imams after you are the masters of my ummah.
Whoever loves us has loved Allah. Whoever is hostile to us has been hostile to Allah. Whoever obeys us
has obeyed Allah and whoever disobeys us has
disobeyed Allah.2

Love for Ahl al-Bayt is a gift, which Allah bestows on the pure hearts of worthy people. Imam al-Baqir
(a.s.) has said:

هنَعص هال نَل؛ ووهتُمنَعص ءَبِش ونَنَا لَيسبالَّذِي تُح بذَا الْحأنَّ ه لَمألع ّإن.

I know the reason why you love us. It is not something spontaneous; rather, it is a love made by Allah.3

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s) has said:

يهطعأليإأل بِقَدَرٍ، و نْزِلُهأليو ،ةضالْفبِ والْذَّه نانخَزشِ كرالْع تتَح نائخَز نم اءمالس نم هال نم هال نْزِلُهنَا يبإنَّ ح
ةاملْكَ الْغَمتأذِنَ ل هخَلْق نم بأح نم بِه خُصأنْ ي هال ادالْقَطْرِ؛ فَإذَا أر ةامغَمةً كامغَم إنَّ لَهو .الْخَلَق إأل خَير
هما طْنب ف يننالْج يبفَتُص ابحالس طَّلا تَهمك طَّلَتفَتَه.

Allah sends down love for us from the reasuries underneath His throne, like the treasuries of gold and
silver. This love is sent down only to a certain extent to the best of people. It is like a cloud bringing rain
with it. So, whenever Allah wills, He sends it down so as to come to an embryo in a mother’s womb.4

Since love for Ahl al-Bayt is a heavenly gift and the gift is offered only to friends, love for them is a sign
of Allah’s love for human being.



Signs of Love For Ahl al-Bayt

Love for Ahl al-Bayt is not only a sign of Allah’s love for man, but it is also a sign of other truths as
follows:

First: Based on several narrations, love for Ahl al-Bayt is a proof of one’s noble birth. Imam Ali (a.s.)
quotes the Holy Prophet as having said to Abu- Dharr:

دُهلوم طَاب ننَا إأل مبحأل ي إنَّه .ةيبِ الوِألدط...معّلِ ... الْنأو َلع هدِ المحتِ ـ فَلْييالْب لنَا ـ أهبأح نم !ٍا ذَرا أبي.

Whoever loves us, Ahl al-Bayt, must thank Allah for the first blessing… Nobility of birth; for whoever
loves us is of noble (i.e. legitimate) birth.5

Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) has said:

.من أصبح يجِدُ برد حبِنَا عل قَلْبِه فَلْيحمدِ اله علَ بادِئِ النَّعم... طيبِ الْمولدِ

Whoever wakes up in the morning and feels the cool breeze of our love must thank Allah for the first
blessing; purity and nobility of birth.6

Second: Love for Ahl al-Bayt is a proof of purity of heart. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) says:

هقَلْب هال ِرطَهي َتدٌ حبنَا عبحأل ي ،هالو هالو

By Allah, none loves us unless those whose hearts have been purified by Allah.7

Third: Love for Ahl al-Bayt is a sign of true belief and acceptance byAllah. Allah’s Messenger has said:

تيب لأه ةبحدٍ إأل بِمبانَ عإيم لقْبأنْ أل ي ِبر دَناهع.

My Lord made a promise to me that He will not accept any of His servants’ belief without love for Ahl al-
Bayt. 8

Amir al-Muminin (a.s.) has said:

قنَافإأل م نضغبأل يو نموإأل م نبحألي أنَّه َإل ماال ِدُ النَّبهلَع إنَّه.

The Ummi Prophet expressly said to me that no one but a believer loves me and no one but a hypocrite



harbors rancor against me.9

He has also said:

َلع قنَافالْم َلا عهاتما بِجالدُّنْي تببص لَو؛ ونغَضا أبم نضغبأنْ ي َلذَا عه يفبِس نموالْم شُومخَي تبرض لَو
أنَّه ،لَّمسو هآلو لَيهع هال َّلص ،ماال ِانِ النَّبسل َلع فَانْقَض قُض كَ أنَّهذَل؛ ونبا أحم نبحأنْ ي َلع قنَافالْم
قنَافكَ مبحأل يو نؤمكَ مضغبأل ي !لا عي :قَال.

Even if I strike the nose of a believer with my sword to oblige him to hate me, he will never hate me; and
even if I pile all the wealth of the world before a hypocrite to love me, he will never love me. This is
because it is a verdict pronounced by the tongue of the Prophet - may Allah bless him and his
descendants - as he said: O Ali, a believer will never hate you and a hypocrite will never love you.10

Requirements of Love for Ahl al-Bayt

Ahl al-Bayt are not in need of superficial love; rather, they require love which has its medium with it so
as to reveal its amazing signs. Here are some requirements of the love for Ahl al-Bayt:

1. Acting according to the decrees

One of the requirements of love for Ahl al-Bayt is that a lover should never stop endeavoring in the way
of Allah by making Ahl al-Bayt’s behavior and deeds as models for his life. The Ahl al-Bayt have said:

.من أحبنَا فَلْيعمل بِعملنَا

Whoever loves us must do whatever we do.11

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) has said:

هقَابع خَافو هابا ثَوجر و هقخَالل لمع و هجفَر و طْنَهب فع نفَرٍ معةٌ جيعا شإنَّم.

A partisan (Shia) of Jafar is only he who guards his body and desires from what is unlawful, endeavors
for his creator, hopes for His reward, and fears His punishment.12

2.Taking Ahl al-Bayt’ s Friends As Friends (Tawalli)

Amir al-Muminin (a.s.) has said:

.فإنْ كانَ يحب ولينَا فَلَيس بِمبغضٍ لَنَا، وإنْ كانَ يبغض ولينَا فَلَيس بِمحبٍ لَنَا



If he takes our friend as a friend, he is not our enemy; and if he is the enemy of our friend, he will not be
our friend.13

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) has said:

.من تَولَّ محبنَا فَقَدْ أحبنَا

One who loves our friend will be certainly our friend.14

3. Disavowal of Ahl al-Bayt’s enemies (Tabarri)

One of the requirements of love for Ahl al-Bayt is to take their enemies as enemy. Imam Ali (a.s.) has
said:

و رِيلجِب و هدُوع هأنَّ ال لَمعنَا فَلْيلَيع ألَّب نم بح يهدَ فجفَإنْ و ،هقَلْب نتَحمِنَا فَلْيبح ف الَهح لَمعأنْ ي بأح نفَم
رِينافال دُوع هالو ،يلائيم.

One who wishes to know whether he love us should test his heart. If he feels love in his heart for those
who make people our enemy, then he must know that Allah, Gabriel and Michael are his enemies. After
all, Allah is the enemy of the unbelievers.15

He has also said:

نْهنَا ملَسنَّا وم سِنَا فَلَيدُوع بِنَا حبح ف هكفَإنْ شَار.

If one who loves us loves our enemies, he will certainly not belong to us nor do we belong to him.16

4.Tribulations and Calamity

Nothing is more effective than tribulations and calamity in purifying a man and improving his character.
Allah tests His devoted servants with tribulation, calamity, poverty, hunger, bereavement and other
incidents so as to make them steadfast on patience, resistance, and endurance; hence, He paves the
way for them to enter Paradise. The Holy Prophet, addressing Abu-Said Khidri who was complaining
from poverty, said:

هفَلأس َإل لبالْج لأع نم ادي والْو َلأع َلع ليالس نعُ مرأس مْنم نبحي نم َإل فَإنَّ الْفَقْر !بِرإص.

Be patient, for poverty rushes toward those who love me with a speed more hasty than that of a flood
coming down from the peak of a mountain.17



Abu-Dharr expressed his love for the Holy Prophet (S) who replied:

اله اله! فأعدَّ للْفَقْرِ تجفَافاً، فَإنَّ الْفَقْر أسرعُ إلَ من يحبنَا من يحبنَا من السيل من أعلَ األكمة ألَ أسفَلها.ُّّ

If so, then prepare yourself a cover for indigence! Indigence comes to one who loves us with a speed
more hasty than that of a flood coming down from the peak of a hill. 18

Difficult Test

A narration reads: One day, Allah’s Messenger came across a man of Ansar who said, “May my parents
be your ransom, O Allah’s Messenger! The expression I see in you visage makes me sad. What is the
story?” Looking at the man’s face, the Holy Prophet said, “It is Hunger!” Hearing this, the man became
restless; he rushed to his house to find something and bring it for the Holy Prophet, but he could not.

So, he rushed to Banu-Quraydhah to draw water from well and receive dates as wage. After collecting
the dates, he came to the Holy Prophet, placing the dates politely in front of him, and asked him to eat.
Allah’s Messenger asked, “Where did you get these dates from?” The man told him the whole story. The
Holy Prophet said, “I suppose that you love Allah and His Messenger.” The man said, “I truly do. I swear
it by Him Who appointed you as Prophet with the truth; I love you more than my children, my family and
all my wealth.” Addressing the man, the Holy Prophet said, “If so, then prepare yourself for indigence,
patience, and a cover for tribulation. Verily, by Allah Who appointed me as Prophet, poverty and
tribulation come to one who loves me with a speed more hasty than a flood coming down from the top of
mountain.”

Imam Ali (a.s.) has said:

ألءلْبدَّةً لدَّ عتَعستِ فَلْييالْب لنَا أهبأح نم.

One who loves us must prepare himself for tribulation.19

Imam al-Baqir visiting Muhammad ibn Muslim

Muhammad ibn Muslim, one of the best companions of Imam al-Baqir (a.s.), narrates: Although I did not
feel well, I traveled to Medina. When Imam al-Baqir was informed of my arrival, he sent me a bowl of
syrup through his servant who said, “Drink this, for the Imam has told me not to return before you drink
of it.” I drank from that syrup which was scented with musk. After drinking it, when I rose up and did not
feel sick anymore.

So I decided to go and see the Imam who welcomed saying, “May you be healthy, come in, come in.” I
entered the room, greeted the Imam and kissed his hands and head. He asked, “Why are you crying?” I



replied, “May I be your ransom. I cry because of being away from my home, the journey to the hereafter,
indigence and the fact that I cannot stay with you.” The Imam said, “As for indigence, Allah has decreed
it for our friends. Tribulation and calamity rush towards them. As for being away from home, set Imam
Husayn who is in a faraway land near the Euphrates as an example. As for the journey to the hereafter,
know that a believer is always lonely in this world until he departs to the land of Allah’s mercy. As for
saying that you would love to stay with us, know that Allah is aware of what is in your heart and He will
reward you for it.20

5. Mutual Love

It is noteworthy that a man’s love for Ahl al-Bayt will lead to their love for him too. Even if love for Ahl al-
Bayt has no other blessing, it will cause them to have love for him. So which asset is more valuable than
this?

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s) has reported: One day, my father and I entered the Prophet’s Mosque. He was
passing by groups of people but he paid no attention to them until he stood near a few people and said,
“By Allah, I love your good scent and your souls.”21 These people were Shia.

Ahl al-Bayt’s love for their devotees is to the extent that if one ignores the devotee of Ahl al-Bayt, they
will ignore him.

In a gathering, Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, “Why do you make light of us?” A man from Khorasan said,
“We seek refuge to Allah from making light of you.” The Imam said, “You are one of those who made
light of us. Did you not hear such and such man who asked you to give him a ride but you ignored him?
By Allah, You made light of him. So anyone who makes light of a believer has disrespected Allah.”22

6. Love for Ahl al-Bayt eases agony of Death

One of the hard moments in human life is when man is at the point of death. At this stage, all veils are
removed before his eyes. Based on his beliefs and morality, man sees truths, which can be painful or
joyful. A man becomes happy when he sees the result of his love for Ahl al-Bayt.

Abdullah ibn Walid says: Under Marwan’s rule, I went to the presence of Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) who
asked me about my identity. I said, “I am a man from Kufa.” The Imam said:

هِلَهرِ جألم مدَاكه هرذِك لج هإنَّ ال .ةابصالْع ذِها هميأل سو وفَةْال لأه ناً لَنَا مبحم ثَرلْدَانِ أكاب نم لْدَةب نا مم
انَا ويحم هال ماكيفَأح ،نَا النَّاسذَّبونَا و كدَّقْتُموص ،خَالَفْنَا النَّاس ونَا وتُمعاتَّبو ،نَا النَّاسغَضأبونَا وتُمببأحو ،النَّاس
أماتَم مماتَنَا. فَأشْهدُ علَ أبِ أنَّه كانَ يقُول: ما بين أحدِكم و بين أنْ يرى ما يقر اله بِه عينَه وأنْ يغْتَبِطَ إأل أنْ تَبلُغَ
هلْقح َإل دِهي بِيوأه ـ و ذِهه هنَفْس.

People of no city are fonder of us than the people of Kufa, especially this Shiite group. Allah has guided



you to a truth of which other people are unaware. That is why you befriended us and others harbored
our enmity. You confirmed us while the others denied us. May Allah make your living and death like
those of us. I bear witness that my father said: There is no distance between one you and the source of
delight and the envied but the soul's reaching the throat. 23

In a narration, the Holy Prophet (S) describes the moment when a believer dies and enters the hereafter
as such:

The Angel of Death says to the believer, “Look above your head.” Then he will see stages of Paradise
and the castles therein that the people of the world cannot comprehend. The Angel of Death will say,
“These are the blessings, wealth, your dependents and your worthy issues who will be with you. Are you
pleased with Allah’s favor in place of what you will leave in this world?” The believer will say, “Yes, by
Allah.”

Then the Angel of Death will say, “Look.” And the believer will look and see Muhammad (S), Ali (a.s.)
and the purified ones of the Household of Muhammad and Ali in the uppermost of heaven. The Angel of
Death will say, “Can you see them? They are your masters and Imams who are your companions. Are
you pleased with them instead of being separated from the world?” The believer will say, “Yes, by my
Lord.”24

Evidently it is in this state that man considers leaving this world and departing to the hereafter as
something pleasant and never wishes to come back to this world. Some other truths which the devotees
of Ahl al-Bayt will see at the moment of death are the angels of mercy who convey Allah’s good tidings
and His greeting to them:

انَّ الَّذِين قَالُوا ربنَا اله ثُم استَقَاموا تَتَنَزل علَيهِم الْمَئةُ ا تَخَافُوا و تَحزنُوا وابشروا بِالْجنَّة الَّت كنْتُم تُوعدُونَ 
يمحغَفُورٍ ر نم ونَ نُزا تَدَّعا ميهف مَلو منْفُسا ِا تَشْتَها ميهف مَلو ۖ ةرخا فا والدُّنْي اةيالْح ف مكاويلوا ننَح

As for those who say: Our Lord is Allah, then continue in the right way, the angels descend upon them,
saying: fear not, nor be grieved, and receive good news of the garden that you were promised. We are
your guardians in this world's life and in the hereafter, and you shall have therein what your souls derive
and you shall have therein what you ask for: A provision from the Forgiving, the Merciful. (41:30-32)

Being at the point of death, Abu-Dharr who had lost his endurance asked his daughter to search for
water and food in the desert, for he was starving! Because he was a devotee of Ahl al-Bayt, he had
been banished to the desert of Rabadhah by the tyrannical rule. He had been deprived of everything but
since he loved Ahl al-Bayt, he tolerated all the calamities and hardships.

When his daughter came back empty-handed, she said to her father, “I could not find any water nor any
food.” Finding him in the agony of death, she put his head on the lap and listened to his words, “Unto
Him is Peace, upon Him is peace, He is peace, through Him is peace and from Him is peace.” She



asked, “O father; none is here.” Abu-Dharr said, “My daughter, the Angel of Death is here saying, ‘Allah
has said: salute Abu-Dharr before taking his life:

Peace: a word from a Merciful Lord. (36:58)’

I am greeting back the salutation of my Beloved!”

Truly the one who loves Ali and his Household, will be loved not only by them but also by Allah.

7. Presence of Ahl al-Bayt at the point of death

One of the horrible moments in a human life is when he parts with everything. With the arrival of the
Angel of Death beside deathbed, man feels the bitter experience of being away from home; but for a
devotee of Ahl al- Bayt, the situation is quite different, for he will see his guardians and an indescribable
joy overwhelms him.

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) was asked, “Is a believer displeased when his soul is taken?” The Imam said, “By
Allah, a believer is restlessly waiting for the Angel of Death to come and to take his soul. The Angel of
Death will say: ‘O friend of Allah! Be patient. I swear by Him Who appointed Muhammad (S) as a
Prophet, I am more compassionate to you than your father. Open your eyes and see the Prophet, Ali,
Fatimah, Hasan and Husayn and the Imams before you.’ Then the believer opens his eyes and will see
Ahl al-Bayt.”25

8. Immunity from Chastisement

A man who is immune from pollutions and evil acts due to his love for Ahl al-Bayt in this world and is
immune from fear and sorrow at the point of death will certainly be immune from chastisement on the
Judgment Day. The Holy Prophet is reported to have said:

ِبحم ذَّبألُكَ أنْ أل تُعأس !ِألَه :كِ. فَتَقُولضأر َلع َّنتَمكِ، وطعا ينلةُ! سما فَطا: يإلَيه لج و زع هال وحفَي
ومحبِ عتْرت بِالنَّارِ. فَيح اله إلَيها: يا فَاطمةٌ! و عزت و جألل وارتفَاع مان، لَقَدْ آليت علَ نَفْس من قَبل أنْ
.أخْلُق السماواتِ واألرض بِألْفَ عام أنْ أل أعذِّب محبِيكِ و محبِ عتْرتكِ بِالنَّارِ

On the Judgment Day, Allah will address Lady Fatimah (a.s.) as such: ‘O Fatimah! Ask me and I will
grant to you, and wish something and I will make you pleased.’ Lady Fatimah will say: ‘I ask You not to
punish the devotees of my progeny and me with fire.’ Allah will say: ‘O Fatimah! By My honor, glory and
grandeur I took an oath on Myself two thousand years before the creation of heavens and the earth that
I would not punish the devotees of your progeny and you with the fire.’26

Bilal ibn Hamamah reports: One day, the Holy Prophet was coming towards us happily. Abd al-Rahman
ibn Awf asked, “O Allah’s Messenger; what is the reason for your being happy?” The Holy Prophet said,
“A good news has come to me from my Lord: When Allah willed to give Fatimah to Ali in marriage, He



ordered an angel to shake the tree of Tuba whereby written leaves were spread. Allah ordered angels to
collect those leaves. When the Judgment Day will come, this angel will look for the devotees of Ahl al-
Bayt to give them one of these leaves with the following inscription on it: This is a letter of respite from
hellfire by my brother, my cousin and my daughter for the safety of men and women among my ummah
from fire."27

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) has said:

النَّار هسة فَتَمماألئ َّلتَوي و ولَهسر و هال بحدٌ يبع وتمأل ي ،هاَلو.

By Allah (I swear), every servant who loves Allah and His Messenger and accepts the leadership of the
Imams and then dies, hellfire will not touch him.28

One of the results of loving the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) and following them is immunity from hellfire on the
Judgment Day.

The Holy Prophet has said:

ةميالْق موناً يآم َالتَع هال هشَرتِ حيالْب لنَا أهبأح نم.

As for one who loves us - the Ahl al-Bayt, Allah will make him to associate with us on the Day of
Judgment.29

9. Passing The Sirat

Immunity from slipping off the Sirat is a result of loving Ahl al-Bayt. The Holy Prophet (S) has said:

تيب له ًابح مأشَدُّ ك اطرالص َلقَدَماً ع مُتأثْب.

The most steadfast of you on the Sirat is one who loves my Ahl al-Bayt more. 30

He has also said:

ةاميالْق موي هال هنْجِيي َّتى، حخْرا قَدَم تَتْهإأل ثَب قَدَم بِه لَّتدٌ فَزتِ أحيالْب لنَا أهبا أحم.

Everyone who loves Ahl al-Bayt, even if one of his feet slips, his other foot will keep him steadfast and
firm until Allah will save him on the Day of Judgment.



10. Ahl al-Bayt and Forgiveness

Love in human being is an actuating motor, which motivates him to go forwards to his Beloved. This love
compels him to purify himself from all pollutions, repent and turn towards all moral virtues. If we read in
narrations that love for Ahl al-Bayt will lead to forgiveness of our sins, we should not have the
impression that it will give us permission to commit sins. If our love for Ahl al-Bayt be true, it will give us
the ability to purify ourselves.

Al-Hurr ibn Yazid al-Riyahi, with a moment of reflection, loved Imam Husayn. This love made him give
up his high-ranking position and the worldly riches. He repented with a true repentance so that his sins
were forgiven and he was engaged in jihad, the most praiseworthy deed, and experienced the most
sacred truth, that is martyrdom. This is only the result of love! Based on this reality, Allah’s Messenger
said:

.حبنَا أهل الْبيتِ يفّر الذُّنُوب و يضاعف الْحسنَاتِ

Love for Ahl al-Bayt will remove all sins and increase virtues.31

Imam Hasan (a.s.) has said:

.وإنَّ حبنَا لَيساقطُ الذُّنُوب من إبن آدم كما يساقطُ الرِيح الْورق من الشَّجرِ

Surely, love for us will make sins fall down away from the children of Adam as the wind make the leaves
fall down from trees.32

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) has said:

ةاميالْق موي اءج ثُم نَهيبو نَهيب انَتك نَةنَا أل إلحدُوى عادع و نْها مهيبصنْياً يضِ دغَرنَا أل لبحم بأحو هنَا لبأح نم
لَه َالتَع هال رِ غَفَرحدِ الْبزَب و جالع لمر ثْلالذُّنُوبِ م نم هلَيعو.

Whoever loves our devotees and us for the sake of Allah, and not for a worldly purpose, he antagonizes
our enemy, not because of personal rancor. His sins will be forgiven on the Judgment Day even if they
are as many as the sands of a desert and foams of the seas.33

11. Associating with Ahl al-Bayt

Shiites, who have received the baptism of Ahl al-Bayt due to their love for them, expect to be associated
with Ahl al-Bayt on the Judgment Day. The Holy Quran supports this truth:



ۚنسحكَ وولَٰئيقًا افر نمو عطي هال ولسالركَ وولَٰئفَا عم الَّذِين منْعا هال هِملَيع نم ِينالنَّبِي يندِّيقالصو دَاءالشُّهو
ينحالالصو

And whoever obeys Allah and the Apostle, these are with those upon whom Allah and the
Apostle, have bestowed favors from among the prophets and the truthful and the martyrs and the
good, and a goodly company are they! (4:69)

Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) is reported as saying:

.حق علَ اله أنْ يجعل ولينَا رفيقاً للنَّبِيِين والصدِّيقين والشُّهدَاء والصاَلحين، و حسن الَئكَ رفيقاً

It is up to Allah to make our friend associate with the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs and the
righteous. What a goodly company are they!

The Holy Prophet has said:

.من أحبنَا أهل الْبيتِ ف اله حشر معنَا

One who loves us for the sake of Allah will be associated with us.34

Abu-Dharr went to the presence of the Holy Prophet saying, “I love certain people but I do not like them
practically.” The Holy Prophet said, “Man will associate with one whom he loves.” Abu-Dharr said, “I
love Allah, His messenger, and his Ahl al-Bayt." The Holy Prophet said,

بأح نم عم ءرالْم.

“You will associate with one whom you love.”35

Imam Husayn (a.s.) has said:

هيبِعإص مضذَا ـ وِنَا هنَبِي َلع وهو ننَا نَحدر و هنَا لبأح نم.

Whoever loves us for the sake of Allah; we will meet the Prophets together.36

Yazid ibn Muawiyah has reported: I was in the presence of Imam al-Baqir (a.s) when a man who had
come from Khorasan on foot entered the room. Showing blisters on his feet, the man said, “By Allah,
nothing but love for Ahl al-Bayt has brought me here.” The Imam said,



.واله، لَو أحبنَا حجر اله معنَا

“By Allah, even if a stone love us, Allah will make it associate with us.”37

Hakam ibn Utaybah has reported: I was in the presence of Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) while the room was
packed with people. All at once, an old man with a walking stick in his hand entered the room saying,
“Peace be upon you, O son of Allah’s Messenger, and the Mercy of Allah and His blessings.” He said
nothing more. The Imam greeted him back. Addressing the crowd, the old man said, “Peace be upon
you.” He kept silent. Those who were present greeted him back. Then the old man turned to the Imam
and said, “By Allah, I do love you and love your devotees. By Allah, I love you not for a worldly purpose
but my love is pure. By Allah, I hate your enemies. By Allah my hate is not because of a personal rancor.
By Allah, what is lawful to you is lawful for me and what is unlawful to you is unlawful to me. Now, may I
be your ransom. Is there any hope of salvation for me?”

The Imam said, “Come near, come near.” The Imam made the old man sit beside him. He then said, “O
gentleman! A man came to my father, Ali ibn al-Husayn asking the same question. My father replied: ‘If
you die, you will meet Allah’s Messenger, Ali, Hasan and Husayn and Ali ibn al- Husayn. Your heart will
become glad and your eyes bright. When your death comes, you will welcome it happily with the
honorable recorders; and if you survive, Allah will make you with us in the highest rank.’ ”

Hearing this, the old man started crying loudly which made others present cry too. At this moment, the
Imam wiped the tears off the old man’s face. The old man said to the Imam, “O son Of Allah’s
Messenger! May I be your ransom. Give me your hand.” The old man kissed the Imam’s hand, put it on
his eyes, bid him farewell and went away.

The Imam who was looking behind him turned to the crowd and said,

“Anyone who wishes to see a man of Paradise should look at this man.”38

12. Paradise, Reward of Love For Ahl al-Bayt

Love for Ahl al-Bayt, which is a heavenly gift, is to act according to Ahl al-Bayt’s teachings. The reward
of such will be Paradise.

In an excellent narration, Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) is reported to have said: Once when the Holy Prophet
was traveling, he dismounted and performed five prostrations. When he mounted again, one of the
companions asked, “O Allah’s Messenger! We have noticed something which you did for the first time.”
The Holy Prophet said, “Yes, Gabriel came to me and gave the good news:
Ali is a man of Paradise; that is why I prostrated before Allah. When I raised my head, he said: Fatimah
too is among the people of Paradise; that is why I prostrated, and when I raised my head he said: Hasan
and Husayn are the leaders of the youths of Paradise; that is why I prostrated before Allah, and when I
raised my head, he said that the devotees of them too are people of Paradise. That was why I prostrated



myself. When I raised my head, he said that the devotees of their devotees too are people of Paradise. I
again prostrated myself before Allah.”39

Imam Zayn al-Abidin once became ill. A group of companions came to visit him enquiring after his
health. He thanked Allah and asked after their health. They all said, “By Allah, we love you.” The Imam
said:

لُّهإأل ظ لألظ موي ،ةاميالْق موي يلظَل لظ ف نَهأس هنَا لبأح نم.

Allah will place whoever loves us for the sake of Allah under a shade on the Judgment Day when there
is no shade save that of Him.40

Yunus said to Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.), “My love and friendship for you and the way Allah made me know
your rights is more beloved to me than the whole world.” When he finished, the sign of vexation was
visible in the face of the Imam who said,

يا يونُس! قستَنَا بِغَيرِ قياسٍ. ما الدُّنْيا و ما فيها؟ هل ه إأل سدُّ فَورة أو ستَر عورة؟ و أنْت لَكَ بِمحبتنَا الْحياةُ
.الدَّائمةٌ

“O Yunus! You made an improper comparison. What is the world and what is therein? Is it anything
other than eating to a full or covering of private parts whereas through your love for us, you will attain
eternal life?”

Truly, love for Ahl al-Bayt is source of eternal life, which begins with a happy death and continues until
eternity:

فزدٍ يمحآلِ م ِبح َلع اتم نمأأل و .يرَنو رنم ثُم ،نَّةوتِ بِالْجلَكُ الْمم هشَّردٍ بمحآلِ م ِبح َلع اتم نمأأل و
.إلَ الْجنَّة تُزف الْعروس إلَ بيتِ زَوجِها

Whoever dies with love for the Household of Muhammad will be given the good news of entering
Paradise by first the Angel of Death and then by Munkar and Nakir (Two interrogators in grave).
Whoever dies with the love of the household of Muhammad will be taken to heaven just as a bride is
taken to the bridegroom’s house.41

Keep Company With Ahl al-Bayt

Muhammad ibn Walid says: I asked Imam al-Jawad, “Is there any reward for doing a service for Ahl al-
Bayt?” The Imam said, “Imam al-Sadiq had a slave who used to look after his mule when the Imam
would the mosque. One day, he was sitting beside the mule when a group of people came from



Khorasan. A man from among them said to the slave, "Can you tell Imam al-Sadiq to replace you with
me and in exchange for this I will give all my wealth to you?” The slave said, “I should first consult with
the Imam.”

The slave came to the Imam saying, “May I be your ransom. You know about my long service to you. Do
you prevent me from having a wealth if Allah gives such a wealth to me?” The Imam said, “I will give to
you of my wealth and keep you from others.” The slave told the Imam the whole story. The Imam said,
“If you are reluctant to serve us and that man is willing to do so, we will accept it.”

When the slave went away, the Imam called him saying, “For your long services, I will advise you and
then you can choose between the two. When the Judgment Day comes, the Holy Prophet will be
hanging from Allah’s light and Amir al-Muminin will resort to Allah’s Messenger; the Imams will resort to
Amir al-Muminin; and our followers (Shia) will resort to us; they will enter where we will enter; and they
will abide where we will abide.” The slave said, “No, I will not leave you but remain at your service, for I
prefer the hereafter to this world.”

The slave came out of the house with his answer. The man who was waiting for the slave said, “You
have come back with an expression in your face different from that you went in!” The slave told him the
story and took him to Imam al-Sadiq who accepted his loyalty and ordered one thousand dinars to be
given to the slave. After a while, the man rose up to bid the Imam farewell. He asked him to pray for him
and the Imam did.”42

13. Love For Ahl al-Bayt Put s Hearts at Rest

Love for Ahl al-Bayt not only resolves difficulties at the point of death and the hereafter but also relieves
worldly problems. One of the blessings of the love for Ahl al-Bayt is that it puts the hearts at rest, which
is a blessing for the man who lives in this world of anxiety and restlessness. Imam Ali (a.s) says:

ـ قَال : من أحب اله إنَّ رسول اله لَما نَزلَت هذِه اآليةُ ـ " ا بِذِكرِ اله تَطْمئن الْقُلُوب "

.ورسولَه وأحب أهل بيت صادِقاً غَير كاذِبٍ وأحب الْمومنين شَاهداً وغَائباً، أأل بِذِكرِ اله يتَحابونَ

When the verse –

“now surely by Allah’s remembrance are the hearts set at rest,” (13:28)

was revealed, Allah’s Messenger said: This is about one who loves Allah and His Messenger, loves my
Ahl al-Bayt truly and not falsely, loves believers both in the past and in the future. By Allah’s
remembrance they love one another.43



Truly one whose love for Allah, the Holy Prophet, Ahl al-Bayt and the believers is true has tranquility and
peace of mind. Any traitor, thieves, oppressors, usurpers, bribe-takers, usurers, ogles, adulterers,
corrupts, defrauders, deceivers, and sinners can never enjoy peace of mind and tranquility. However,
the lovers of Ahl al-Bayt who are clean from all these pollutions enjoy peace of mind and their hearts are
set at rest.

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) reports: The Holy Prophet asked Ali, “Do you know about whom the following
verse was revealed:

those who believe and whose hearts are set at rest by the remembrance of Allah; now surely by
Allah’s remembrance are the hearts at rest (13:28)?”

Imam Ali replied, “Allah and His Messenger know better.” The Holy Prophet said,

نَزلَت) ف من صدَّق ل وآمن بِ و أحبكَ و عشيرتَكَ من بعدِكَ و سلَّم األمر و لألئمة من بعدِكَ)

“It is about one who acknowledges me, believes in me, loves you and your family, and submits his
affairs to you and the Imams after you.”44

Anas ibn Malik, an authentic narrator for Sunnis, says: the Holy Prophet recited the above-mentioned
verse and said, “Do you know who these people are?” I said, “O Allah’s Messenger, who are they?” The
Holy Prophet said, “They are the Ahl al-Bayt and our followers.”45

Resort To The Ahl Al-Bayt

When a devotee of and one who is obedient to Ahl al-Bayt faces a difficulty which external factors fail to
resolve, it will be certainly resolved if he truthfully beseeches Ahl al-Bayt to intercede for him with Allah.

Holding Mourning Sessions For Ahl al-Bayt

One of the subjects highlighted by Ahl al-Bayt is to hold sessions for propagating their life-giving culture
and commemorating the tragic events they went through, especially that of Karbala. After the martyrdom
of Imam Husayn in Karbala, the Shiites, encouraged by Ahl al-Bayt, have tried to hold mourning
ceremonies whereby to teach people the Quranic concepts, narrations, true sciences of Islam and
injunctions related to jurisprudence and to hold the torch of guidance with the help of Allah.

The devotees of Ahl al-Bayt have established many mosques, schools, charitable institutes, interest-
free funds and orphanages, thanks to these sessions. Millions of people have enjoyed the blessings of
such institutions.

Addressing Fudhayl ibn Yasar, Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) asked, “Will you get together and talk about us?” I



said, “Yes.” The Imam said,

.إنَّ تلْكَ الْمجالس أحبها. أحيو أمرنَا، فَرحم اله من أحيا أمرنَا

“I am fond of these assemblies. Enliven our affair with them. May the mercy of Allah be upon one who
enlivens our affair.”46

Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) has said:

رحم اله إجتَمع مع آخَر فَتَذَاكر أمرنَا، فَإنَّ ثَالثَهما ملَكٌ يستَغْفر لَهما. وما إجتَمع مع مع آخَر فَتَذَاكر أمرنَا، فَإنَّ
ثَالثَهما ملَكٌ يستَغْفر لَهما. وماإجتَمع إثْنَانِ علَ ذِكرِنَا إأل باه اله بِهِما الْمألئةَ، فَإذَا اجتَمع إثْنَانِ علَ ذِكرِنَا إأل
.باه اله بِهِما الْمألئةَ فَإذَا اجتَمعتُم فَاشْتَغلُوا بِالذِّكرِ، فَإنَّ ف إجتماعم ومذَاكرتم إحياءنَا

May Allah have mercy on a person who sits with another and speaks about our traditions. When two
persons speak about our affair, the third of them will be an angel who will pray forgiveness for them.
When two persons get together and commemorate us, Allah will be proud of them before angels. When
you get together, be engaged in commemorating us, for in this way you will enliven us.47

Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) has said:

الْقُلُوب وتتَم موي هقَلْب تتَم مواليهقَلْب تمي نَا لَمرأم يهف يحساً يلجم لَسج نم.

Whoever sits in an assembly where our affair is enlivened, his heart will not die when all hearts die.48

Weeping For Ahl Al-Bayt

Weeping is a state that comes about when man faces a certain event. We weep when our hearts are
broken or sometimes, we weep for joy. Weeping is a truth that the Prophets, Imams and Allah’s favorite
servants have been involved in especially at dawns when they were engaged in supplications and
invocations. It has been considered as cure for some esoteric pains such as separation. Allah’s favorite
servants found relief for their afflicted and grieved hearts with it. Today, weeping is considered in the
West as treatment for curing certain psychological cases and psychologists prescribe it.

Allah mentions weeping as a sign of true believers:

عنَا متُبنَّا فَاكنَا آمبقُولُونَ ري ۖ قالْح نفُوا مرا عمم عالدَّم نم يضتَف منَهيعٰى اولِ تَرسالر َلا نْزِلا اوا معمذَا ساو
دِينالشَّاه



And when they hear what has been revealed to the apostle, you will see their eyes overflowing
with tears on account of the truth. (5:83)

There are many narrations about weeping for fear of Allah at midnights and dawns as related by Ahl al-
Bayt, which can be collected together as a book.

Amir al-Muminin (a.s.), in the supplication of Kumayl, says:

يا إلَهِ و ربِ و سيِدي وموالي! أليِ االمورِ إلَيكَ أشْو؟ ولما منْها أضج وأب؟ ألليم الْعذَابِ و شدَّته؟ أم لطُولِ
الْبالء ومدَّته؟

My God! My Lord! My Master! My Protector! For which things would I complain to You, and for which of
them would I lament and weep? Is it for the pain and severity of chastisement or for the length and
period of tribulation?

In Dua Abi-Hamzah Thamali, Imam Zayn al-Abidin (a.s.) says:

أب ،ايير إيَن ر وْنؤالِ مسل دي، أبلَح يقضل رِي،أبقَب ةظُلْمل أب ،نَفْس خُروجل ؟ أبال أب ا لفَم
.لخُروج من قَبري عرياناً ذَليال حامال ثقْل عل ظَهرِي

Why should I not cry? I am sad on account of my departing soul. I cry in fear of the darkness of the
grave. I cry in dread of the narrowing walls inside the dugout hole. I cry in awe of the questioning
Munkar and Nakir would direct at me. I cry over my plight when I will come out naked, in shame, from
my grave, loaded with burden on my back.

One of the instances of weeping is to weep for the calamities, which befell the Ahl al-Bayt especially the
master of the martyrs, Imam Husayn, which is considered as a prayer and has a great reward. It is a
cure for mental disturbances, preparation for repentance, and a cause of Allah’s mercy.

In an authentic narration, Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) has said:

أب و َابِنَا فصبِم رذُك نمو .ةاميالْق ومنَا ياتجرد نَا فعانَ منَّا كم بُا ارتمل بُتا ارمل بنَا وابصم رتَذَك نم
.لَم تَبكِ عينُه يوم تَب الْعيونُ

One who remembers our calamities and weeps for what has befallen us will have the same rank with us
on the Judgment Day. And one who reads our calamities and weeps or makes others weep will not
weep when all eyes are full of tears.49

Addressing Musmi, Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, “You are from Iraq. Have you visited the grave of Imam



Husayn?” Musmi said, “There are many enemies of Ahl al-Bayt in Basrah. I fear they will report me to
the rulers hence I will be persecuted.” The Imam said, “Do you ever remember what was done to
Husayn?” Musmi said, “Yes, I do.” The Imam said, “Do you lament?” Musmi said, “Yes. By Allah, I
lament in a way my family see its signs on my face. In that state, I can’t eat.”

The Imam said, “May Allah have mercy on you for your lamentation. You are one of those who will be
happy when we are happy and you will be sad when we are sad. Beyond doubt you will meet my
forefathers when you will die. You will be recommended to the Angel of Death; you will be given news
about something delightful before you die and the Angel of Death will be more kind to you than your
mother.”50

Imam Ali (a.s.) said, addressing Imam Husayn (a.s.):

“You are a lesson (of weeping) for every believer!”

“Am I, father?” Imam Husayn (a.s.) asked.

“Yes, my son”, answered Imam Ali (a.s.)

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) has said:

.من ذَكرنَا أو ذُكرنَا عنْدَه فَخَرج من عينه دمه مثْل جنَاح بعوضة غَفَر اله لَه ذُنُوبه ولَو كانَت مثْل زَبدِ الْبحرِ

Whoever remembers us and weeps, Allah will forgive his sins even if they are as much as foam of
sea.51

Imam al-Sadiq has also said:

دِيثذَا الْحه تَبأنْ ي بحي...هال بِيلس ف ادِنَا جِهرانُ ستْمكادةٌ، وبلَنَا ع همهو ،بِيحنَا تَسظُلْمل وممهالْم نَفْس
.بِالذَّهبِ

A moment of sorrow for the injustice done to us is like the glorification of Allah. Grieving over us is as
prayer and hiding our secrets is considered as holy war. These words should be written with gold.52

Harun Makfuf (the blind) has reported Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) to say:

لَه ضري لَم و لجو زع هال َلع هابانَ ثَوابٍ كذُب نَاحج قْدَارم وعالدُّم نم هينَيع نم جفَخَر نْدَهع ينسالْح رذُك نمو
نَّةبِدُونِ الج.

One who remembers Husayn and weeps for him will be rewarded; and Allah is not content with anything



less than Paradise for him.53

Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) has said:

ظَامالْع طُّ الذُّنُوبحي يهلاء عونَ، فَإنَّ الْباككِ الْببفَلْي ينسالح ثْلم َلفَع.

A weeper should lament over Husayn, for weeping for him will do away with sins.54

Addressing Ibn Shabib, Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) has said:

َلع تيإنْ ب...هقَتْلونَ لاألرضو عبالس اتاومتِ السبٍ بطَال ِأب نب لع نب ينسلْحكِ لفَاب ءَشياً لاكب نتإنْ ك
.الْحسين حتَّ تَصير دموعكَ علَ خَدَّيكَ غَفَر اله لَكَ كل ذَنْبٍ

If you wish to weep for anything, weep for Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi-Talib, for heavens and the earth wept
for him when he was slain. If you weep for Husayn to the extent that your tears run on you cheek, Allah
will forgive all your sins.55

From narrations that recommend weeping for Imam Husayn, we can infer the following points:

• Weeping is accepted from believers. In this case, Allah grants a great reward.

• Weeping of a believer is valuable to the extent of his adherence to Ahl al-Bayt.

• Weeping of man will be valuable if his intention is pure in seeking the pleasure of Allah, the Holy
Prophet and Ahl al-Bayt.

• Weeping of man will be valuable if he does not commit sin, does not rebel against Allah, does not have
an immoral life and is not a source of evil and misfortune for people.

• Based on Quranic verses and narrations, on the Judgment Day, a believer’s weeping will turn into
Allah’s mercy and forgiveness as well as Ahl al-Bayt’s intercession.

In order to make you believe as to how one thing may change into another, we ask you to pay special
attention to the following article:

The Question of Transformation in the Holy Quran

The Holy Quran expressly speaks about changing of one thing into another (transformation) at Allah’s
will in the material and spiritual fields.



In Material Field

لشَّارِبِينغًا لائا سصنًا خَاللَب مدثٍ وفَر نيب نم هطُونب ا فمم ميقةً ۖ نُسربلَع امنْعا ف مَنَّ لاو

And most surely there is a lesson for you in the cattle; We give you to drink of what is in their
bellies-- from betwixt the feces and the blood-- pure milk, easy and agreeable to swallow for
those who drink. (16:66)

Is it not wonderful that, when Allah wills, pure and agreeable milk with different valuable products comes
from between feces and bellies, which man hate? Reflection on this issue brings man out of ignorance to
the knowledge of Allah.

The Holy Quran says about the bees:

ۗ ثُم كل من كل الثَّمراتِ فَاسلُ سبل ربِكِ ذُلًُ ۚ يخْرج من بطُونها شَراب مخْتَلف الْوانُه فيه شفَاء للنَّاسِ

Then eat of all the fruits and walk in the ways of your Lord submissively. There comes forth from
within it a beverage of many colors, in which there is a healing for men; most surely there is a
sign in this for a people who reflect. (16:69)

What does Allah’s will really do? A tiny insect flies miles from its hive, eats of the fruits, while knowing
them precisely, returns to its hive without losing its way and gives us a nutritious material!

Allah’s will brings out of water, soil, air and light, fruits, seeds, cereals, grain, vegetables, flowers, herbs
for animals which cannot be counted nor can their quality and quantity be measured.

No one is aware of how water, soil, air and light change into all these wonderful blessings! The Holy
Quran says:

رِزْقًا الثَّمراتِ من بِه فَاخْرج ماء السماء من وانْزل بِنَاء والسماء فراشًا ارض لَم جعل الَّذِي

.مَل

Who made the earth a resting place for you and the heaven a canopy and who sends down rain
from the cloud, then brings for the subsistence for you. (2:22)

The question of changing one thing into another in the material field is as noteworthy as the universe
itself and it cannot be discussed within the short space of this book.



In Spiritual Field

Reflection on Quranic verses proves that any good deed done by human beings will be changed into
Allah’s pleasure and will be sent to heaven. Likewise, every evil act done by human beings will turn into
eternal torment.

True repentance will turn Allah’s wrath into mercy. True prayer will turn vices into virtues. Fasting will
turn into a shield against Hellfire on the Judgment Day.

What is given as rewards to the righteous and punishment to the evildoers on the Day of Judgment is an
embodiment of their deeds changed into Paradise or hell:

امدًا وبينَه بينَها انَّ لَو تَود سوء من عملَت وما محضرا خَيرٍ من عملَت ما نَفْسٍ كل تَجِدُ يوم بعيدًا

On the day that every soul shall find present what it has done of good and what it has done of
evil, it shall wish that between it and that evil, there were a long duration of time. (3:30)

يظْلَمونَ  وهم كسبت ما نَفْسٍ كل تُوفَّ ثُم ۖ اله الَ فيه تُرجعونَ يوما واتَّقُوا

And guard yourselves against a day in which you shall be returned to Allah; then every soul shall
be paid back in full what it has earned, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly. (2:281)

This is even more evident than all in the verse on eating the property of orphans, which will turn into fire
in the bellies of the unjust:

نَارا بطُونهِم ف ياكلُونَ انَّما ظُلْما الْيتَام اموال ياكلُونَ الَّذِين انَّ

As for those who swallow the property of the orphans unjustly, surely they only swallow fire into
their bellies and they shall enter burning fire. (4:10)

Whatever we do will remain in an invisible world and one day we will see them face-to-face. If our
deeds are beautiful, they will change into paradise and if they are ugly, they will turn into fire of hell.

It is related that a woman came to the Holy Prophet asking a question. She was short and when she left,
Aishah referred to her being short with her hands. Allah’s Messenger said, “Take a tooth-pick to remove
bits of meat from between your teeth!” Aishah said, “But I have not eaten anything!” The Holy Prophet
asked her to do what he had said. Aishah did so and a bit of meat came out of her mouth! Actually the
Holy Prophet showed to Aishah the invisible result of backbiting in this world:



ۚو غْتَبي مضعا بضعب بحيا مدُكحنْ اا لكاي ملَح يهختًا ايم وهتُمرِهَف

…nor let some of you backbite others. Does one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother?
But you abhor it. (49:12)

In a Hadith, we read:

.إنَّما ه أعمالُم تُرد إلَيم

All torments are the deeds that you have done and they return to you.

Visitation On To The Graves Of Ahl Al-Bayt

Visiting the graves of Ahl al-Bayt from near and far distance, especially enduring hardships on this way,
has been recommended to the believers; an act which will have great reward.

On visiting the Holy Shrine of the Holy Prophet, it has been related:

If people abandon visiting the grave of the Holy Prophet, Muslim leaders have the duty to encourage
them to do so, for abandoning visitation to his holy shrine is unkindness to him, which is unlawful to
Muslims.56

Quoting Imam al-Sadiq, Sheikh Saduq has reported:

جالْح امتَم نكَ منَا ألنَّ ذَلتاربِزِي هجح مخْتفَلْي مدُكأح جإذَا ح.

Whoever performs Hajj rites must complete it with paying visit to us, for to visit our graves makes Hajj
perfect.57

Imam Ali (a.s.) is reported as saying:

أتموا بِرسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله حجم إذَا خَرجتُم إلَ بيتِ اله، فَإنَّ تَركه جفَاء، وبِذَالكَ أمرتُم. وأتما بِالْقُبورِ
.الَّت ألْزمم اله عز وجل زِيارتَها و حقَّها واطْلُبوا الرِزْق عنْدَها

Make your Hajj rites perfect by visiting the Holy Prophet’s grave, for to abandon that would be an unkind
act and against courtesy. You have been enjoined to perform this visitation. Also visit the graves, which
Allah has made obligatory and seek your sustenance beside those graves.58

Quoting his grandfather, Yazid ibn Abd al-Malik has reported: One day I went to the presence of Lady



Fatimah. She greeted me and asked, “What have you come here for?” I said, “Seeking blessings and
reward.” Lady Fatimah said (a.s.), “My father told me that whoever salutes him and me for three days,
Allah will make Paradise obligatory to him.” I asked, “During his and your life?” She said, “Yes, and also
after our death.”59

Imam al-Sadiq is reported as saying:

.من زَارن غُفرت لَه ذُنُوبه ولَم يمت فَقيراً

Whoever visits my grave; his sins will be forgiven and will not die as poor or distressed.60

Imam Askari has said:

َتَلبم تمي لَمو قَمس هبصي لَمو نَهيشْكُ عي لَم اهأبفَراً وعج زَار نم.

Whoever visits the tombs of Imam al-Sadiq and Imam al-Baqir will not have defect in his eye, will not be
diseased, and will not die afflicted.61

The Holy Prophet has said:

األقْدَام يهف تَزِل موي راطالص َلع هقَدَم تثَب هيعقب ف نسالح زَار نم.

Whoever visits Imam Hasan in Baqi Cemetery, his foot will remain steadfast on the Sirat when his other
feet will slip.62

Imam al-Baqir (a.s.) is reported by Muhammad ibn Muslim as saying:

لج و زع هال ةامبِألم نيسلْحل رقي نموم لك َلع ضقْتَرم انَهفَإنَّ إتْي ،لن عب ينسرٍ الحقَب ةارتَنَا بِزِييعوا شرم.

Enjoin our followers to visit the grave of Imam Husayn, for visiting his grave is incumbent upon every
believer who admits his Imamate.63

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) is reported as saying:

من زَار قَبر الحسين له وف اله، أعتَقَه اله من النَّارِ و آمنَه يوم الْفَزع األكبرِ ولَم يسالِ اله حجةَ من حوائج الدُّنْيا
طَاهإأل أع ةراآلخو.

Whoever visits the grave of Imam Husayn for the sake of Allah and in His way will be set free from



hellfire, spared on the Day of the Greater Lamentation, and Allah will grant him whatever his needs are
in this world and the hereafter.64

Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) has also said:

ف يننموونَ المانَ دنَّةَ كالْج لخإنْ أدانِ، واإليم نْتَقَصم الدِّين نْتَقَصانَ مك وتمي َتح ينسالْح راتِ قَبي لَم نم
نَّةالج.

Whoever does not visit the grave of Imam Husayn before his death, his faith is not perfect. Even if he
enters Paradise, his rank will be lower than that of other believers.65

Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) has said:

هشرع قفَو هال زَار نمانَ كاتِ كالْفُر ّبِشَط ينسالْح رقَب زَار نم.

Whoever visits the grave of Husayn at the bank of the Euphrates is like the one who has visited Allah on
His Throne.66

How To Thank The Blessing Of Ahl Al-Bayt

In the Holy Quran, all human beings have been asked to offer thanks for all material and spiritual
blessings that Allah has given to them and to avoid being ungrateful to these blessings. Based on
narrations related by Ahl al-Bayt, offering thanks means to avoid using these blessings where Allah is
not pleased and that blessings must be used in the same way that Allah has ordered.

There are two Quranic verses, which make offering thanks obligatory on human beings:

ولوالدَيكَ ل اشْر انِ عامين ف وفصالُه وهن علَ وهنًا امه حملَتْه بِوالدَيه انْسانَ ووصينَا

َۖلا يرصالْم نْ ودَاكَ ااهج َلنْ عتُشْرِكَ ا ِا بم سلَكَ لَي بِه لْمع ََا فمهعتُط

كنْتُم بِما فَانَبِىم مرجِعم الَ ثُم ۚالَ انَاب من سبِيل واتَّبِع ۖمعروفًا الدُّنْياف وصاحبهما

تَعملُونَ

And we have enjoined man in respect of his parents - his mother bears him with faintings upon



faintings and his weaning takes two years, saying: Be grateful to Me and to both your parents; to
Me is the eventual coming. And if they contend with you that you should associate with Me what
you have no knowledge of, do not obey them, and keep company with them in this world kindly,
and follow the way of him who turns to Me, then to me is your return, then will I inform you of
what you did. (31:14-15)

These Holy verses address all human beings, man and woman, young and old, scholar and layman. The
part, which reads,

“Be grateful to Me and to both parents” –

is in imperative form that has to be complied with. Beyond doubt, disobeying such command is a grave
sin for which Allah has promised a certain torment.

In this Holy verse, Allah has not provided any condition for being grateful to one's parents. In this
relation, Imam al-Sadiq is reported as saying: A man came to the Holy Prophet saying, “O Allah’s
Messenger! Enjoin me.” The Holy Prophet said:

ال تُشْرِكْ بِللَّه شَيئاً و إنْ حرِقْت بِالنَّارِ وعذِّبت إال و قَلْبكَ مطْمئن بِاإليمانِ. ووالدَيكَ فَأطعهما وبِرهما حيين كانَا
.أوميِتَين و إنْ أمراكَ أنْ تَخْرج من أهلكَ و مالكَ فَافْعل، فَإنَّ ذَلكَ من اإليمانِ

Do not associate anything with Allah and even if they burn or torment you as regards monotheism,
endure it while you heart is sure of your faith; be kind to your parents both when they are living or dead
and even if they asked you to give up your family and wealth, do so, for acceptance of this shows your
faith.67

Out of the four persons of fighting in the battlefield, Miqdad said to the Holy Prophet, “My father is in the
front against us: he has entered battle against you; would you give me permission to attack and kill
him?” The Holy Prophet replied, “Let someone else do it, for if you kill your father in the way of Allah,
your life will become short!”

Thanking the Blessing of Ahl al-Bayt

When the position of parents – whether they be Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians, or laic - is so high, how
much higher will be the position of Ahl al-Bayt who have a right of Imamate, loyalty and educational
leadership on all human beings? They are Noah’s Ark in this world and the hereafter and obedience to
them will guarantee a man’s happiness and prosperity.

To give Ahl al-Bayt’s their due right is to get to know them, to love them, to consider them as Noah’s
Ark, and to obey their commands in all aspects of life. This is the way to offer our thanks for the blessing
of Ahl al-Bayt.
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