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Foreword

The issue of Divine Justice is an important one in the history of Muslim intellectual thought, and it has
given rise to important works in different periods of Islamic thought in areas such as theology, law, and
Islamic politics.

Because of the importance of the issue to Muslims, Muslim thinkers authored numerous works about the
topic and various Islamic schools of thought gave it special importance. Thus, the topic of Divine Justice
and researching the various views of different Islamic sects with respect to it have great importance in
terms of the history of Islamic thought. In addition, the proliferation of atheistic and anti-religious
movements in the modem era have bestowed renewed importance to the topic. Divine Justice can be
studied from various dimensions. One of the most important contemporary challenges facing belief in
God is the issue of evil, such that some philosophers of religion in the West mention evil as proof of the
nonexistence of God.

Utilizing the heritage of Islamic philosophers and relying on the transcendental philosophy of Mulla
Sadra, the author has striven to present Divine Justice in a logical way; and with attention to the issues
of free will and predestination and the ill effects of predestination, he has tried to explain it in a such a
way that natural evils-unpleasant things like illness, floods, earthquakes, and so on-find a logical place
in the edifice of theist thought and are no longer portrayed as evidence for atheism. In the author's view,
Christian and Western theology has weaknesses that render it unable to provide fitting answers to the
objections about Divine Justice.

Thus, he has dealt with the topic of Divine Justice and its various dimensions and corollaries in
numerous works, and by explaining the authentic Islamic belief, he has aimed to prevent intellectual
deviation in the young generation. He has dealt with this and related topics such as the Argument from
Design in the books Man and His Destiny and Causes of inclination to Materialism as well as in the
Lessons on “Ilahiyyat” of al-Shifa. The summation of his efforts in the present work as he himself has
said, is to present the issue of Divine Justice in terms of creational or ontological justice in a new and
novel way.

The issue of Divine Justice in terms of legislative, legal, and also social justice has been discussed in the
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author's other books, such that by observing his works it can be understood that the issue of Divine
Justice had a central role in the late author's thought. In this work, he studies the most fundamental
issues related to God's justice. Another point that can be mentioned about the importance of Divine
Justice in the author's thought is that in his view, a worthy and coherent solution to the issue can have
an important effect on the dynamism of Islamic thought.

It is for this reason that the International Center for Islamic Studies and the World Conference on
Mutahhari's Thoughts requested the able translators Shuja Ali Mirza, Murtadha Alidina, and Syed
Sulayman Hasan to take on the translation so as to allow the friends of wisdom and knowledge all over
the world to have access to this important work. It is our hope that this effort, in addition to protecting the
Islamic faith of the young generation, makes possible the progress and revival of Islamic civilization.
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