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Introduction

One of the greatest tragedies for the Islamic ummah, the global Muslim community, is that at a time
when we should be united, we have never been more divided. The religious divide, in particular, is
increasing with wars, conflicts and disputes engulfing the different sects of Islam in various Muslim and
non-Muslim countries.

The truth is that all Muslims believe in:

• One God (Allah SWT)

• One Book (The Holy Qur’an)

• One Kabah (in Makkah)

• The final Prophet – Muhammad (S)

This common ground should be used as the base to build theological unity and prevent further divisions
between Muslims – divisions which have led to the killing and maiming of fellow human beings in the
name of Islam.

Shia Muslims, who form only 15% of the worldwide Muslim population, have been persecuted and
oppressed for the past 14 centuries. The main reason for this is because Shia Muslims have been
misunderstood, and misrepresented, in the way they follow Islamic tradition as prescribed by the Holy
Qur’an and the ahadith (sayings/ practises) of the Holy Prophet (S), and the Ahlul Bayt (Household of
the Prophet).

This book has been compiled in five chapters, covering the lectures delivered at Hyderi Islamic Centre in
January 2012. It attempts to answer the 50 most common questions posed by Ahlul Sunnah to Shia
Muslims. The response and comments to each of these 50 questions are provided and based on:

• The Holy Qur’an

• The traditions (Hadith) of the Holy Prophet (S) documented in reference books compiled by leading
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Ahlul Sunnah Scholars (and not from Shia books).

• Common sense and reason – “aql”.

In his last sermon, delivered at Ghadeer Khumm between Makkah and Madinah, the Holy Prophet (S)
said:

• “I am leaving among you two weighty things: the one being the Book of Allah in which there is right
guidance and light, so hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it.. . .

• The second are the members of my household, I remind you (of your duties) to the members of my
family.”

[Narrated in Sahi Muslim, Book No.31, Tradition (Hadith) No.5920]

Allah (SwT) has blessed us with the power of reasoning. This gift should be utilised to read and ponder
over the fifty Q&A provided and to share the knowledge with others.

We trust that this publication, will lead to a better understanding of true Islam by both Muslims and non-
Muslims, Sunnis and Shias.
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