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Letter 36: To his brother 'Aqil ibn Abi Talib

To his brother 'Aqil ibn Abi Talib, 1 in reply to his letter which contained a reference to the army Amir al-
mu'minin had sent to some enemy.

ومن كتاب له (عليه السالم)

ف ذكر جيش أنفذه إل بعض االعداء، وهو جواب كتاب كتبه إليه أخوه عقيل
بن أب طالب

I had sent towards him a large army of Muslims. When he came to know of it he fled away and retreated
repenting. They met him on the way when the sun was about to set. They grappled for a while like
nothing. It was about an hour and then he rescued himself half-dead as he had almost been taken by
the neck and only the last breath had remained in him. In this way, he escaped in a panic.

صَنارباً، وه ركَ شَمذل لَغَها بفَلَم ،ينملسالْم نيفاً مثشاً كيج هلَيا تحرفَس
الئاً كابِ، فَاقْتَتَلُوا شَييالل سقَدْ طَفَّلَتِ الشَّمو ،ضِ الطَّرِيقعبِب قُوهنَادِماً، فَلَح

لَمو ،خَنَّقبِالْـم نْهذَ مخا ادَمعرِيضاً با جنَج َّتة حاعفِ سقومك الانَ اا كفَم ،الو
يبق منْه غَير الرمق، فََياً بَِيٍ ما نَجا .

Leave the Quraysh in their rushing into misguidance, their galloping in disunity and their leaping over
destruction. They have joined together to fight me as they had joined to fight the Messenger of Allah (S)
before me. I wish the Quraysh will get the reward of their treatment of me. For they disregarded my
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kinship and deprived me of the power due to me from the son of my mother (i.e. the Holy Prophet).

ف مهاحجِمقَاقِ، وّالش ف مالَهوتَجلِ، والالض ف مهاضكتَريشاً ونْكَ قُرفَدَعْ ع
التّيه، فَانَّهم قَدْ اجمعوا علَ حربِ كاجماعهِم علَ حربِ رسۇلِ اله (صل اله

ونلَبسو ،محوا رازِي! فَقَدْ قَطَعوالْج ّنشاً عيقُر تزفَج ،لعليه وآله) قَب
.ما نلْطَانَ ابس

As for your enquiry about my opinion on fighting, I am in favour of fighting those who regard fighting as
lawful until I die. The abundance of men around me does not increase me in strength nor does their
dispersal from me cause any loneliness. Surely, do not consider the son of your father as being weak or
afraid, even though all people have forsaken him, or bowing down submissively before injustice or
handing over his reins into the hand of the puller, or allowing his back to be used by the rider to sit upon.
But he is as the man of Banu Salim has said:

If you enquire how I am, then listen that I am enduring and strong against the vicissitudes of time.

I do not allow myself to be grieved lest the foe feels joyful and the friend feels sorry.

،هال َلْقا َّتح ينّلحالْـم تَالق ِيانَّ رتَالِ، فَاالْق ف ِأير نم نْهع لْتاا سا مماو
ال يزِيدُن كثْرةُ النَّاسِ حول عزةً، وال تَفَرقُهم عنّ وحشَةً، وال تَحسبن ابن ابِيكَ ـ
امِمالز سلس الناً، واهو ميلضاً لرقم العاً، وّتَخَشِعاً مرتَضـ م النَّاس هلَمسا لَوو

للْقَائدِ، وال وطء الظَّهرِ للراكبِ المقْتَعدَ، ولنَّه كما قَال اخُو بن سليم:

يبلانِ صمبِ الزير َلع وربص * نَّنفَا نْتا فيك ينلانْ تَسفَا

بِيبح اءسي واد اع تشْمةٌ * فَيآبك ِى بنْ تُرا َلع زعي

1. When after arbitration Mu'awiyah started a campaign of killing and devastation, he sent a force of four thousand under
ad-Dahhak ibn Qays al-Fihri to attack Amir al-mu'minin's cities. When Amir al-mu'minin came to know of his activities he
roused the people of Kufah to put up a defence, but they began to offer lame excuses. At last Hujr ibn 'Adi al-Kindi rose



with a.force of four thousand men and, chasing the enemy, overtook him at Tadmur. The two parties had only a few
grapplings when darkness came in and ad-Dahhak fled away under its cover. This was the time when 'Aqil ibn Abi Talib
had come to Mecca for 'umrah. When he came to know that after attacking al-Hirah, ad -Dahhak had escaped alive and
that the people of Kufah were afraid of war and all their activities had come to a stop, he sent a letter to Amir al-mu'minin
through 'Abd ar-Rahman ibn 'Ubayd al-Azdi offering his help. In reply to that Amir al-mu'minin wrote this Ietter wherein He
complains of the behaviour of the people of Kufah and mentions the flight of ad-Dahhak.
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