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Letter 76: Instructions to Abdullah b. Abbas
when he sent him as his representative to Basra

Given to `Abdullah ibn al-`Abbas at the time of his appoint ment as his Governor of Basrah

ومن وصية له (عليه السلام)

لعبد اله بن العباس عند استخلافه إياه عل البصرة

Meet people with a broad face, allow them free audience and pass generous orders. Avoid anger
because it is a augury of Satan. Remember that whatever takes you near Allah takes you away from the
Fire (of Hell), and whatever takes you away from Allah takes you near the Fire.

سع النَّاس بِوجهِكَ ومجلسكَ وحمكَ، واياكَ والْغَضب فَانَّه طَيرةٌ من الشَّيطَانِ.
نكَ مِبقَري هال ندَكَ ماعا بمالنَّارِ، و ندُكَ ماعبي هال نكَ مبا قَرنَّ ما لَماعو

النَّارِ.
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