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O Allth, Change Our Unpleasant State Into Your
Beautiful State
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O Allgh, Change Our Unpleasant State Into Your Beautiful State

In order to properly understand the above verse, it is imperative to know the meaning of the word “husn”

in the phrase ‘bi husni Hislik.” According to Risighib al-Isfahisni, the word husn means:
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“Husn is every pleasant and desirable thing. And it is of three kinds:
e Pleasant according to the intellect;

e Pleasant according to worldly inclination;
e Pleasant according to sense perception.

And the word al-hasanah is employed to mean every pleasant blessing that the human being attains in

his spirit, body or states. And al-sayyi’ah is opposite to that...”1
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G oy The personal pronoun “kif” here implies that we are after the utter Beauty of Almighty Allish,
who is the Most Pleasant and Beloved2. We can therefore not limit the extensions of Ausn to what al-
Isfahizinis enumerates in his lexicon of Qur’sinic words. The universal sense of the word itself allows
every pleasant entity to come under its conceptual umbrella. In addition, the Husnu H:l/ (the pleasant

state) possessed by Almighty Allsih is beyond intellectual and sensory perception.

It should be noted that the main components of husn are ‘mubhij‘ (pleasant, delightful, etc.) and

marghisib fsh (desirable). This is one key to understanding the various extensions of beautiful entities.
The particle “bi” in the phrase ‘bi husni hilik’ here can have two probable meanings:

(1) It can mean into3 (the same as the particle ! /). Therefore the prayer would read: “O Allch change
our unpleasant state into Your Beautiful State”. This also reminds us of another supplication which is

recommended to be recited on the first day of the solar year — Nawriiz:
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...change our state into the most beautiful state...4
(2) It can denote sababiyyah (mediation)5, and thus the prayer would read: “O Allish change my evil

state by Your Beautiful State”.

A& swas Hel Ji denotes ‘a changing state.” Due to his imperfect nature, the human being undergoes
a movement of perfection and thus “hisl” can be correctly attributed to him or her. But is it correct to
employ it for Almighty Allcih? Does His Exalted Essence undergo change? Intellectually speaking, God,
Who is Absolutely Perfect, can never undergo change. Change manifests deficiency and imperfection,
while Almighty Alllh is Absolutely Perfect. Thus, it would be incorrect to talk about change with regard to
His Sublime Essence. In a morning supplication narrated in the prayer manual Balad al-Amine, we

glorify Almighty Allrh saying:
NEIN Iy
“O One Who does not change from one state to another!”

And in one of his sermons, while glorifying Almighty Allzh, Amisru‘l Mu'minsin’Als (as) says:
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“One Who neither changes nor ceases to exist, nor is He transitory.”7
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In expounding the meaning of “/#1 yahisiu” ‘Allimah Majlisi8 in his remarks says: /sl yahisiu ay [

yataghayyaru [/ yahslu means ‘He does not change.’]

Then what does ‘bi husni Helika’ mean in this noble supplication? To answer this, we need to
understand that the extensions of concepts employed to describe different attributes of contingent
entities (mumkinisit), are not completely the same as those of the Absolute Perfect Being. When we say
that a certain person, for example, is kind and merciful, we mean that he or she has a sense of pity
which follows acts of support to others. But we can never conceive the state of pity which is an
experience of change in the heart with regard to the Exalted Being. Similar is the case with ‘hi/” which
when employed for Almighty Allsh is not ‘a changing state’ but rather His Exalted Reality of Absolute
Perfection that always was and will ever be. Small wonder it is that Imsm Abu’l Hasan al-Rid« (as) in
one of his debates with a theologian hired by Ma ‘mizn is reported to have employed the word “Hi=/” for
Almighty Allzh, which of course does not depict “a changing state”. He says:
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“...This is because it is impossible that he created Himself, nor does He change from His State, Exalted
is Allzh from that...”9

Therefore when we say “bi Husni Hrlika” we do not mean “a changing state”, Exalted is Allsh from any

deficiency whatsoever.

Physical Extensions of Husnu’l Hl

Our trend so far has been to consider both the apparent as well as the subtle meanings of this noble
supplication. In this verse, however, it is clear that the human being opts for the Infinite Beauty and thus
the state of physical beauty is not taken into consideration. Nevertheless, it is important to know what
Islam has to say with regard to physical beauty. Does Islam consider physical beauty (whose pleasant
(mubhij) state the sense perception admits) as insignificant and trivial? Ample proofs indicate that
although physical beauty is pleasant and important it should not be reckoned as a distinction in the
absolute sense. Whereas the Holy Qur’sn promises damsels with beautiful features10 for the believing
men as well as handsome young men11 for heavenly women, and therefore does not consider physical
beauty as insignificant, it warns the believing men and women that even if an unbeliever is so beautiful

or so handsome, you are not allowed to marry with him or her. Consider the following verses:
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“Do not marry idolatresses until they embrace faith. A faithful slave girl is better than an
idolatress, though she should impress you. And do not marry [your daughters] to idolaters until
they embrace faith. A faithful slave is better than an idolater, though he should impress you.
Those invite [others] to the Fire, but God invites to paradise and pardon, by His will, and He
clarifies His signs for the people so that they may take admonition. ”12

It should not be misconceived that Islam discourages one to marry with the physically beautiful. There
are traditions which clearly encourage one to be a companion of one who enjoys beautiful features.

ImEm Abu’l Hasan (a/-Rid) (as) is reported to have said:
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“Three things enlighten the eye: (1) Looking at greenery, (2) looking at running water, and (3) looking at
a beautiful face (al-wajh al-hasan).”13

That which Islam considers wrong is to establish the basis of one’s marriage on material interests.
Physical beauty without morality would create nothing but chaos in one’s family life. In addition, purity of
descent is also highly significant as spiritual heredity plays a fundamental role in one’s future generation.

Imgm al-Skidig (as) is reported to have said:
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“The Holy Prophet (s) once addressing the people said: O people, beware of the verdure of the dung.
He was asked:’O Messenger of Allsh, ‘And what does the verdure of the dung mean?’ The Holy Prophet

"

(s) said: ‘A beautiful woman (al-hasnis)’ from unpleasant roots.

Effulgence of the Face!

There is however another group of traditions that talk of spiritual light and the effulgence of the face.
They also instruct the aspirants of marriage that the fundamental criteria of spousal selection is ‘the



brilliance of the heart which is manifest on the face’. Im@m al-Sizdiq (as) is reported to have said that the

Holy Prophet (s) said:
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“The best of the women of my Nation are the most radiant in complexion and seek the least of dowry.” 14

Note that the word S¢aral “asbahahunna’ is employed in the above tradition and not Selasf
“ajmalahunna”, which means that the yardstick of excellence and perfection is radiance and luminance

of the complexion and not physical beauty.

In short, while Islam encourages physical beauty and reckons it as something good and naturally
pleasant, it warns us from bartering our spiritual beauty for physical beauty. There is a prophetic tradition

that says:

“Allsh is Beautiful and He Loves beauty.”

Beauty appreciated by the intellect likewise is naturally lovable and pleasant. In fact one of the proofs of
God’s existence is by appreciating the orderliness of the world of creation through the intellect. The
intellect appreciates that we live in the most beautiful system. In religious terminology this world is known
as al-niz&m al-ahsan (The most beautiful system). The holy Qur’sin terms the entire creation of Allzh as

beautiful. Observe the following verse:

“One Who Made Beautiful every thing that He Created. 15
The beauty of every creature can be well appreciated by intellectually considering the orderliness of its

system, and its relation with the rest of the world of creation.

Husnu'l Hzl - A Unique State of Utter Ecstasy

The contemporary mystic-scholar, Ellimah Hasan Zadeh fimoli, may the Almighty Allsh protect his
noble presence, in his treatise- N=run’Aligl Nigir16, says:
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“Try to reach the water, although you are not cut off from water. And when you reach the water, you
would have husnu 1 hisl and your joy would be inexpressible. In one of the narrated supplications we
read: O Allsh change our unpleasant state into your Beautiful State. Thus Almighty God Has the State of
Husnu’l Hzll. Yes, this State of Joy (Husnu’l Hzl) is that very state that Shaykh (Ibn Sini) speaks about

in chapter eighteen of the section on Joy and Happiness of his monumental work a/-/shiiriit:

The Being that has the greatest joy in a thing is the First (i.e. God) as having joy in His Essence.” 17

With regard to Almighty All=h’s sincere servants, the state of Ridis is known to be the state of joy and
ecstasy. Shaykh al-Ri’€s also mentions this in section nine of his monumental a/-/shirit, as follows:
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“The Gnostic (‘srif) is bright faced, friendly and smiling. Due to his modesty he honors the young as he
honors the old. He is as pleased with the unclearheaded as he is with the alert. How could he not be
bright-faced when he enjoys the Truth (i.e. God) and everything other than the Truth, for he sees the
Truth even in everything other than the Truth. Furthermore, how could he not treat all as equal when, to
him all are equal! They are objects of mercy preoccupied with falsehoods.”18

Avicenna’s statement “... for he sees the Truth even in everything other than the Truth” reminds us of
the Holy Prophet (s), and the Holy Imsims of the Ahlu’l Bayt (as). Imsim ‘Al (as) is reported to have

said:
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“l did not see anything save that | saw Allsh before it, after it, and with it.”

A similar dictum is reported also from Imm al-Si/diq (as). Some analysts say that the following tradition
also alludes to the sublime state of ecstasy and joy of the Leader of martyrs, Im<m al-Husayn (as), as
he neared his supreme sacrifice, which guaranteed the salvation of Islam forever: Shaykh Sadkq in his
Ma’sini al-Akhbisr reports Imism al-Sajjid (as) to have said:
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“When the situation became tense for Imsm al-Husayn (as) those who were with him looked at him and
saw that his state was contrary to theirs, for whenever the situation grew tense they changed color and
were shaken and experienced fear, whereas the faces of al-Husayn (as) and some of his companions

shone, their bodily members were relaxed and their souls were tranquil...” 19

Such is the spirit which is ready to meet his Lord while both he is Pleased with his Beloved and the
Beloved is pleased with him. The last verses of Sisratu’l Fajr, because of which the chapter was also

known as Sisratu! Husayn (as), also depicts the state of Sayyid al-Shuhad':
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“O soul that art at rest! Return to your Lord, well-pleased (with him), well-pleasing (Him), So
enter among My servants, And enter into My garden. "20

There is a beautiful statement that Sayyid Haddrid al-Miisawis, a great mystic and contemporary of the
late ‘Allsmah Tabistabl’, is reported to have said. His disciple, the late Ayatullsh Muhammad Husayn

al-Tehrens in his Rgh-e-Mujarrad quotes him as saying:
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“The scene of ‘©shurk is the sublimest expression of love and reveals the most beautiful scenes of
Divine Beauty and Glory, and the finest manifestations of the Names of Mercy and Wrath. For the
Prophet’s Household it was nothing more than a transition across all the levels and degrees, to reach the
highest peak of eternal life, coming off from the ‘manifestations * to realize the Manifesting Principle and

to obtain absolute annihilation in the Being of the One.”

syatull=h Tehrni adds saying21:
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“Truly it was the day of joy and delight for the Ahlu’l Bayt as it was a day of success and victory, of
reception into the Divine Sanctity and the sanctuary of peace and security. It was a day of rising above
particularity and entry into the realm of universality. It was the day of triumph and deliverance, the day of
the attainment of the ultimate end and the principal goal. It is such a day that if a fraction of it were
shown to the wayfarers and ardent lovers of the path of God, they would swoon with extreme ecstasy
until the end of their lives and fall on their faces to remain in prostration of gratitude until Judgment’s
Day....”22

In reality, as [lyatullsh Tehrini later explains in his biographical account of his mentor, the event of
Kerbal:/’ is like a double sided coin, one side of which is love, zeal, victory and the triumphant attainment
of the Imigm (as), and the other side is sorrow, grief torment, torture, and mourning. [flyatullish Tehrini
believes that one can only see its other side (i.e. the side of ‘ishq) after one has seen the sorrowful side
and transcended it. He says:

yatullsh Tehrisink says23:
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“But those who are still captives within the realm of multiplicity and have not emerged from the domain
of the self, they should definitely engage in lamentation and mourning, in beating their breasts and

reciting elegies so that thereby they may traverse the way and reach the high goal...Accordingly, in a

large number of traditions we have been commanded to mourn, so that we may purify our souls by these

means and fall in step with those masters in traversing this way.”24

All these radiant narratives demonstrate that the path is open for the faithful believers too. If one adopts

the path of Im<m al-Husayn (as) and his sincere followers, he can reach the husnu’l hil that he or she
eagerly asks from Almighty Allsh from this noble supplication.
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2. In his Mufradizt al-Isfahnis has extensively discussed about the etymology of the word 4l ‘ilsh.” He reports different

origins for the same. One of these, he says, is s¥ ‘wilzh’ (passionate love). At the onset it was pronounced as wilsh;

thereafter the letter wiEw (5) was changed into the letter hamza (J) and it became ilsh. And God was named wilsh because

every created being has passionate love for Him. Al-Isfahiine says:

oS s sz S 83

i *i:ybggeéwygf;;b;f;g, sl s Jo dale s LelS e lub¥T Oguma atll e LSAIE aay JUG.

“A certain theosophist is reported to have said, ‘Allzh is the beloved of all things.” And upon this does the following speech

of Almighty Allzh indicate: ‘And there is nothing save that it glorifies Allsh and praises Him, but you do not comprehend
their glorification.”” [Mufradisitu Alf©izi’l Qur'sin, pg. 83]

. Dr. REmpl Bad® ‘Ya'qrb, Mawsat al-Nahw wa al-Sarf wa al-I'rsb, pg. 186
. Mafistigh al-dinign, v. 1, pg. 299

. Ibid.

. Balad al-Amign, v. 1, pg. 60

. Bih&rr al-Anwesr, v. 4, pg. 254

. Ibid., v. 4, pg. 257

. Ibid., v. 10, pg. 334

10. Holy Qur’sn, 56:22

11. Ibid., 56:17

12. Ibid., 2:221

13. Was'il al-Sh#‘a, v. 5, pg. 340

14. Uskl al-Kifi, v. 5, pg. 324

15. Holy Qur’en, 32:7

16. NErun ‘Al NEIr, section 9, pg. 78

© 0 N O O A W

17. al-Ishigrisit wa al-Tanbighet, pg. 350 [trans. By Shams Inati, pg. 78 — Translation]
18. al-Ishierisit wa al-Tanbirhet, pg. 364 [trans. By Shams Inati, pg. 89 — Translation]



19. Ma’=ni al-Akhbir, pg. 288

20. Holy Qur’sn, 89:27-30

21. Righ-e-Mujarrad, pg. 84

22. Spirit Immaterial, translated by Sayyid ‘Al Qilis Qari/'sl, Al-Tawhid Quareterly Journal, v. 12, no.3, pp. 42-43
23. Reh-e-Mujarrad, pg. 91

24. Spirit Immaterial, translated by Sayyid ‘Al Qi Qars’s, Al-Tawhid Quarterly Journal, v. 12, no.3, pp. 52

Source URL: https://www.al-islam.org/fr/node/13120



	O Allāh, Change Our Unpleasant State Into Your Beautiful State
	Physical Extensions of Husnu’l Hāl
	Effulgence of the Face!
	Husnu’l Hāl - A Unique State of Utter Ecstasy


