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Other Acts of Piety

Theocentricity

Islam does not have the concept of secularism. All human activities must be either in accordance of the
law (the shariah) or the prescribed code of conduct. An act which accords with either is an act of piety.

A Muslim’s must consider his life on this earth as a journey from his Maker to his Maker and must strive
to gain the pleasure of his Maker. “Give glad tidings to the steadfast who say........`We are from Allah
and to Him we return'. Such are they upon whom are blessings from their Lord, and mercy. Such are the
rightly guided.”

َابِرِينرِ الصّشباتِ ۗ ورالثَّمنْفُسِ واالِ ووما ننَقْصٍ مو وعالْجفِ والْخَو نم ءَبِش مَّنلُولَنَب

And we will most certainly try you with somewhat of fear and hunger and loss of property and
lives and fruits; and give good news to the patient (2:155)

الَّذِين اذَا اصابتْهم مصيبةٌ قَالُوا انَّا له وانَّا الَيه راجِعونَ

 Who, when a misfortune befalls them, say: Surely we are Allah's and to Him we shall surely
return. (2:156)

اولَٰئكَ علَيهِم صلَوات من ربِهِم ورحمةٌ ۖ واولَٰئكَ هم الْمهتَدُونَ

 Those are they on whom are blessings and mercy from their Lord, and those are the followers of
the right course. (2:157)

The purpose of every creation, other than humans) is to serve mankind.
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نالنَّاسِ م نمنَةً ۗ واطبةً ورظَاه همعن ملَيغَ عبساضِ ورا ا فماتِ واومالس ا فم مَل خَّرس هنَّ الا اوتَر لَما
 يجادِل ف اله بِغَيرِ علْم و هدًى و كتَابٍ منيرٍ

 Do you not see that Allah has made what is in the heavens and what is in the earth subservient
to you, and made complete to you His favors outwardly and inwardly? And among men is he who
disputes in respect of Allah though having no knowledge nor guidance, nor a book giving light.
(31:20)

وسخَّر لَم ما ف السماواتِ وما ف ارضِ جميعا منْه ۚ انَّ ف ذَٰلكَ ياتٍ لقَوم يتَفَرونَ

And He has made subservient to you whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the
earth, all, from Himself; most surely there are signs in this for a people who reflect. (45:13)

ولَقَدْ زَينَّا السماء الدُّنْيا بِمصابِيح وجعلْنَاها رجوما للشَّياطين ۖ واعتَدْنَا لَهم عذَاب السعيرِ

And certainly we have adorned this lower heaven with lamps and we have made these missiles
for the Shaitans, and We have prepared for them the chastisement of burning. (67:5)

تَقْوِيم نسحا انَ فنْسلَقَدْ خَلَقْنَا ا

Man, who has been created of the best structure, must serve none other than Allah.

Certainly We created man in the best make. (95:4)

وما خَلَقْت الْجِن وانْس ا ليعبدُونِ

 And I have not created the jinn and the men except that they should serve Me. (51:56)

ما ارِيدُ منْهم من رِزْقٍ وما ارِيدُ انْ يطْعمونِ

 I do not desire from them any sustenance and I do not desire that they should feed Me. (51:57)

ينتالْم ةذُو الْقُو زَّاقالر وه هنَّ الا

Surely Allah is the Bestower of sustenance, the Lord of Power, the Strong. (51:58)



It will be beneath the dignity and status of man to worship any being, thing or power other than Allah.

The doctrine of the Unity of God is not just an article of faith. It is an important factor in man's
comprehension of himself and his raison d’être. God the One, the Indivisible must be his sole Guide in
his journey on this earth.

The sixth Imam explaining the Unity of God said, “The true ibaadah is for the human being to ensure
that the essence of the unity of God lies between his intent and his deed.

The Prophet has said, “Man's every action must incline towards Allah”.

The Islamic ethical code is too vast and extensive to permit a full discussion in this course. We shall,
therefore, confine ourselves to a cursory glance at a few aspects of the code of conduct.

Pursuit of Knowledge

Islam regards ignorance as impure (najasah) and the acquisition of knowledge as a great act of piety.
“One who has knowledge can never be equal to the one who is ignorant”.

 الَّذِينونَ ولَمعي تَوِي الَّذِينسي له قُل ۗ ِهبةَ رمحو رجريةَ ورخا ذَرحا يمقَائاجِدًا وس لاللَّي آنَاء تقَان وه نما
يعلَمونَ ۗ انَّما يتَذَكر اولُو الْبابِ

What! He, who is obedient during hours of the night, prostrating himself and standing, takes care
of the hereafter and hopes for the mercy of his Lord! Say: Are those who know and those who do
not know alike? Only the men of understanding are mindful. (39:9)

The Prophet has said:

“It is the duty of every Muslim male and every Muslim female to seek knowledge”.

“Seek knowledge even if you have to travel as far as China for it.”

“Sitting an hour in a learned gathering is better than a thousand nights spent in performance of (optional)
salaah, and better than engaging in a battle for the sake of God on thousand occasions. If one leaves
one's house with the intention of gaining knowledge, for every step that he takes God shall bestow upon
him the reward reserved for a prophet.”

Parents

Respect for, and obedience and kindness to, parents are enjoined upon Muslims. Obedience is,
however, excused where the parents require injustice to be perpetrated.



و ٍفا املَه تَقُل ََا فمهَك وا امدُهحا ربْنْدَكَ الع لُغَنبا يمانًا ۚ اسحا ندَيالبِالْوو اهيا دُوا ابتَع كَ ابر قَضو
تَنْهرهما وقُل لَهما قَو كرِيما

And your Lord has commanded that you shall not serve (any) but Him, and goodness to your
parents. If either or both of them reach old age with you, say not to them (so much as) "Ugh" nor
chide them, and speak to them a generous word.(17:23)

ووصينَا انْسانَ بِوالدَيه حسنًا ۖ وانْ جاهدَاكَ لتُشْرِكَ بِ ما لَيس لَكَ بِه علْم فََ تُطعهما ۚ الَ مرجِعم فَانَبِىم بِما
كنْتُم تَعملُونَ

And We have enjoined on man goodness to his parents, and if they contend with you that you
should associate (others) with Me, of which you have no knowledge, do not obey them, to Me is
your return, so I will inform you of what you did.(29:8)

يرصالْم َلكَ ادَيالولو ل رْنِ اشا نيامع ف الُهصفو نهو َلنًا عهو هما لَتْهمح هدَيالانَ بِونْسنَا ايصوو

And we have enjoined man in respect of his parents-- his mother bears him with faintings upon
faintings and his weaning takes two years-- saying: Be grateful to me and to both your parents;
to me is the eventual coming. (31:14)

ووصينَا انْسانَ بِوالدَيه احسانًا ۖ حملَتْه امه كرها ووضعتْه كرها ۖ وحملُه وفصالُه ثََثُونَ شَهرا ۚ حتَّ اذَا بلَغَ
اهضا تَرحالص لمعنْ ااو دَيالو َلعو َلع تمنْعا تَكَ الَّتمعن رْشنْ اا نزِعوا ِبر نَةً قَالس ينعبرلَغَ ابو شُدَّها
ينملسالْم نم ّناكَ ولَيا تتُب ّنا ۖ تِيذُر ف ل حلصاو

And We have enjoined on man doing of good to his parents; with trouble did his mother bear him
and with trouble did she bring him forth; and the bearing of him and the weaning of him was
thirty months; until when he attains his maturity and reaches forty years, he says: My Lord! grant
me that I may give thanks for Thy favor which Thou hast bestowed on me and on my parents,
and that I may do good which pleases Thee and do good to me in respect of my offspring; surely
I turn to Thee, and surely I am of those who submit.(46:15)

اولَٰئكَ الَّذِين نَتَقَبل عنْهم احسن ما عملُوا ونَتَجاوزُ عن سيِىاتهِم ف اصحابِ الْجنَّة ۖ وعدَ الصدْقِ الَّذِي كانُوا
يوعدُونَ

These are they from whom we accept the best of what they have done and pass over their evil
deeds, among the dwellers of the garden; the promise of truth which they were promised. (46:16)



هدَ العنَّ وا نلَكَ آميو هيثَانِ التَغسا يمهو لقَب نونُ مقَدْ خَلَتِ الْقُرو جخْرنْ اا ندَانتَعا امَل ٍفا هدَيالول الَّذِي قَالو
ينلوا يراطسا ٰذَا اا هم قُولفَي قح

And he who says to his parents: Fie on you! do you threaten me that I shall be brought forth
when generations have already passed away before me? And they both call for Allah's aid: Woe
to you! Believe, surely the promise of Allah is true. But he says: This is nothing but stories of the
ancients. (46:17)

رِينانُوا خَاسك منَّهنْسِ ۖ ااو الْجِن نم هِملقَب نم قَدْ خَلَت مما ف لالْقَو هِملَيع قح كَ الَّذِينولَٰئا

These are they against whom the word has proved true among nations of the jinn and the men
that have already passed away before them; surely they are losers. (46:18)

The Prophet has said:

“It is an act of worship to look at either parent with affection and kindness”.

“Allah is pleased when one has pleased his parents, and Allah is angry when one has angered either
parent”.

“Paradise lies under the feet of your mother”.

Charity

Qur’an enjoins the spending of one's wealth in the cause of Allah, for the poor, the needy, the freeing of
slaves, the curing of the sick and other good causes. Charity is a precondition to the attainment of piety.

يننسحالْم بحي هنَّ النُوا ۛ اسحاو ۛ ةُلالتَّه َلا مدِييتُلْقُوا بِا و هال بِيلس قُوا فنْفاو

And spend in the way of Allah and cast not yourselves to perdition with your own hands, and do
good (to others); surely Allah loves the doers of good. (2:195)

يسالُونَكَ ماذَا ينْفقُونَ ۖ قُل ما انْفَقْتُم من خَيرٍ فَللْوالدَين واقْربِين والْيتَام والْمساكين وابن السبِيل ۗ وما تَفْعلُوا
يملع بِه هنَّ الرٍ فَاخَي نم

 They ask you as to what they should spend. Say: Whatever wealth you spend, it is for the
parents and the near of kin and the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, and whatever good
you do, Allah surely knows it. (2:215)



من ذَا الَّذِي يقْرِض اله قَرضا حسنًا فَيضاعفَه لَه اضعافًا كثيرةً ۚ واله يقْبِض ويبسطُ والَيه تُرجعونَ

Who is it that will offer of Allah a goodly gift, so He will multiply it to him manifold, and Allah
straitens and amplifies, and you shall be returned to Him. (2:245)

يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا انْفقُوا مما رزَقْنَاكم من قَبل انْ يات يوم  بيع فيه و خُلَّةٌ و شَفَاعةٌ ۗ والْافرونَ هم الظَّالمونَ

 O you who believe! Spend out of what we have given you before the day comes in which there is
no bargaining, neither any friendship nor intercession, and the unbelievers-- they are the unjust.
(2:254)

نمل فاعضي هالو ۗ ةبةُ حاىم لَةنْبس لك ف نَابِلس عبس تَتنْبا ةبح ثَلمك هال بِيلس ف مالَهومقُونَ انْفي الَّذِين ثَلم
يملع عاسو هالو ۗ شَاءي

 The parable of those who spend their property in the way of Allah is as the parable of a grain
growing seven ears (with) a hundred grains in every ear; and Allah multiplies for whom He
pleases; and Allah is Ample-giving, Knowing(2:261)

و هِملَيع فخَو و ِهِمبنْدَ رع مهرجا مذًى ۙ لَها ا وننْفَقُوا ما اونَ متْبِعي  ثُم هال بِيلس ف مالَهومقُونَ انْفي الَّذِين
هم يحزنُونَ

(As for) those who spend their property in the way of Allah, then do not follow up what they have
spent with reproach or injury, they shall have their reward from their Lord, and they shall have no
fear nor shall they grieve.(2:262)

َيملح غَن هالذًى ۗ وا اهعتْبي دَقَةص نم رةٌ خَيرغْفمو وفرعم لو

Kind speech and forgiveness is better than charity followed by injury; and Allah is Self-sufficient,
Forbearing (2:263)

ۖ يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا  تُبطلُوا صدَقَاتم بِالْمن واذَٰى كالَّذِي ينْفق مالَه رِىاء النَّاسِ و يومن بِاله والْيوم اخرِ
مدِي الْقَوهي  هالوا ۗ وبسا كمم ءَش َلونَ عقْدِري  ۖ لْدًاص هكفَتَر ابِلو هابصفَا ابتُر هلَيانٍ عفْوص ثَلمك ثَلُهفَم
رِينافْال

 O you who believe! do not make your charity worthless by reproach and injury, like him who
spends his property to be seen of men and does not believe in Allah and the last day; so his



parable is as the parable of a smooth rock with earth upon it, then a heavy rain falls upon it, so it
leaves it bare; they shall not be able to gain anything of what they have earned; and Allah does
not guide the unbelieving people.(2:264)

ومثَل الَّذِين ينْفقُونَ اموالَهم ابتغَاء مرضاتِ اله وتَثْبِيتًا من انْفُسهِم كمثَل جنَّة بِربوة اصابها وابِل فَآتَت اكلَها
يرصلُونَ بما تَعبِم هالو ۗ فَطَل ابِلا وهبصي نْ لَمفَا نفَيعض

 And the parable of those who spend their property to seek the pleasure of Allah and for the
certainty 'of their souls is as the parable of a garden on an elevated ground, upon which heavy
rain falls so it brings forth its fruit twofold but if heavy rain does not fall upon it, then light rain (is
sufficient); and Allah sees what you do. (2:265)

لَهو ربْال هابصااتِ ورالثَّم لك نا ميهف لَه ارنْها اهتتَح نرِي منَابٍ تَجعاو يلنَخ ننَّةٌ مج ونَ لَهَنْ تا مدُكحا دويا
ذُرِيةٌ ضعفَاء فَاصابها اعصار فيه نَار فَاحتَرقَت ۗ كذَٰلكَ يبيِن اله لَم اياتِ لَعلَّم تَتَفَرونَ

 Does one of you like that he should have a garden of palms and vines with streams flowing
beneath it; he has in it all kinds of fruits; and old age has overtaken him and he has weak
offspring, when, (lo!) a whirlwind with fire in it smites it so it becomes blasted; thus Allah makes
the communications clear to you, that you may reflect. (2:266)

يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا انْفقُوا من طَيِباتِ ما كسبتُم ومما اخْرجنَا لَم من ارضِ ۖ و تَيمموا الْخَبِيث منْه تُنْفقُونَ
ولَستُم بِآخذِيه ا انْ تُغْمضوا فيه ۚ واعلَموا انَّ اله غَن حميدٌ

O you who believe! spend (benevolently) of the good things that you earn and or what We have
brought forth for you out of the earth, and do not aim at what is bad that you may spend (in alms)
of it, while you would not take it yourselves unless you have its price lowered, and know that
Allah is Self-sufficient, Praiseworthy.(2:267)

يملع عاسو هالو ۗ ًفَضو نْهةً مرغْفم مدُكعي هالو ۖ شَاءبِالْفَح مكرمايو الْفَقْر مدُكعطَانُ يلشَّي

Shaitan threatens you with poverty and enjoins you to be niggardly, and Allah promises you
forgiveness from Himself and abundance; and Allah is Ample-giving, knowing. (2:268)

يوت الْحمةَ من يشَاء ۚ ومن يوت الْحمةَ فَقَدْ اوت خَيرا كثيرا ۗ وما يذَّكر ا اولُو الْبابِ

 He grants wisdom, to whom He pleases, and whoever is granted wisdom, he indeed is given a



great good and none but men of understanding mind. (2:269)

وما انْفَقْتُم من نَفَقَة او نَذَرتُم من نَذْرٍ فَانَّ اله يعلَمه ۗ وما للظَّالمين من انْصارٍ

And whatever alms you give or (whatever) vow you vow, surely Allah knows it; and the unjust
shall have no helpers. (2:270)

انْ تُبدُوا الصدَقَاتِ فَنعما ه ۖ وانْ تُخْفُوها وتُوتُوها الْفُقَراء فَهو خَير لَم ۚ ويفّر عنْم من سيِىاتم ۗ واله بِما
لُونَ خَبِيرمتَع

If you give alms openly, it is well, and if you hide it and give it to the poor, it is better for you; and
this will do away with some of your evil deeds; and Allah is aware of what you do.(2:271)

لَيس علَيكَ هدَاهم ولَٰن اله يهدِي من يشَاء ۗ وما تُنْفقُوا من خَيرٍ فَنْفُسم ۚ وما تُنْفقُونَ ا ابتغَاء وجه اله ۚ وما
تُنْفقُوا من خَيرٍ يوف الَيم وانْتُم  تُظْلَمونَ

To make them walk in the right way is not incumbent on you, but Allah guides aright whom He
pleases; and whatever good thing you spend, it is to your own good; and you do not spend but
to seek Allah's pleasure; and whatever good things you spend shall be paid back to you in full,
and you shall not be wronged.(2:272)

مرِفُهفُّفِ تَعالتَّع نم اءيغْنا لاهالْج مهبسحضِ يرا ا فبرونَ ضيعتَطسي  هال بِيلس وا فرصحا الَّذِين اءلْفُقَرل
يملع بِه هنَّ الرٍ فَاخَي نقُوا ما تُنْفمافًا ۗ ولْحا لُونَ النَّاساسي  ماهيمبِس

(Alms are) for the poor who are confined in the way of Allah-- they cannot go about in the land;
the ignorant man thinks them to be rich on account of (their) abstaining (from begging); you can
recognize them by their mark; they do not beg from men importunately; and whatever good thing
you spend, surely Allah knows it.(2:273)

يملع بِه هنَّ الفَا ءَش نقُوا ما تُنْفمونَ ۚ وبا تُحمقُوا متُنْف َّتح تَنَالُوا الْبِر لَن 

By no means shall you attain to righteousness until you spend (benevolently) out of what you
love; and whatever thing you spend, Allah surely knows it. (3:92)

واذَا قيل لَهم انْفقُوا مما رزَقَم اله قَال الَّذِين كفَروا للَّذِين آمنُوا انُطْعم من لَو يشَاء اله اطْعمه انْ انْتُم ا ف ضَلٍ
بِينم



nd when it is said to them: Spend out of what Allah has given you, those who disbelieve say to
those who believe: Shall we feed him whom, if Allah please, He could feed? You are in naught but
clear error.(36:47)

قَاتَلو الْفَتْح لقَب نم نْفَقا نم مْنتَوِي مسي  ۚ ِضرااتِ واومالس اثيرم هلو هال بِيلس قُوا فتُنْف ا مَا لمو ۚ
لُونَ خَبِيرما تَعبِم هالو ۚ َنسالْح هدَ العو كقَاتَلُوا ۚ ودُ وعب ننْفَقُوا ما الَّذِين نةً مجرد ظَمعكَ اولَٰئا

And what reason have you that you should not spend in Allah's way? And Allah's is the
inheritance of the heavens and the earth, not alike among you are those who spent before the
victory and fought (and those who did not): they are more exalted in rank than those who spent
and fought afterwards; and Allah has promised good to all; and Allah is Aware of what you
do.(57:10)

رِيمك رجا لَهو لَه فَهاعضنًا فَيسا حضقَر هال قْرِضذَا الَّذِي ي نم

Who is there that will offer to Allah a good gift so He will double it for him, and he shall have an
excellent reward.(57:11)

يمظع رجا نْدَهع هالتْنَةٌ ۚ وف مكدواو مُالوما انَّما

Your possessions and your children are only a trial, and Allah it is with whom is a great reward.
(64:15)

فَاتَّقُوا اله ما استَطَعتُم واسمعوا واطيعوا وانْفقُوا خَيرا نْفُسم ۗ ومن يوق شُح نَفْسه فَاولَٰئكَ هم الْمفْلحونَ

Therefore be careful of (your duty to) Allah as much as you can, and hear and obey and spend, it
is better for your souls; and whoever is saved from the greediness of his soul, these it is that are
the successful.(64:16)

يملح ورَش هالو ۚ مَل رغْفيو مَل فْهاعضنًا يسا حضقَر هوا النْ تُقْرِضا 

 If you set apart for Allah a goodly portion, He will double it for you and forgive you; and Allah is
the Multiplier (of rewards), Forbearing, (64:17)

يمالْح زِيزالْع ةادالشَّهبِ والْغَي مالع



The Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Mighty, the Wise. (64:18)

There are innumerable traditions of the Prophet and the Imams on the merits of charity. In one of these it
is said, “If you have nothing to give, give a kind word or even just an affectionate smile.”

Dissemination of knowledge by a scholar is an act of charity. So is the visiting of a sick.

Caring for the bereaved is also a great act of piety. There is a tradition which requires the extended
family or the community to feed the immediate family of the deceased for at least three days after the
death has occurred and to offer them solace and comfort.

Resisting Oppression

Imam ‘Ali (as) has said:

“To suffer oppression passively is as bad as to commit oppression”.

“He who makes no effort to alleviate the suffering of an oppressed one is an oppressor”.

Justice

A Muslim is required to act with justice in all his dealings with other human beings and in all
circumstances.

انَّ اله يامركم انْ تُودوا امانَاتِ الَ اهلها واذَا حمتُم بين النَّاسِ انْ تَحموا بِالْعدْلِ ۚ انَّ اله نعما يعظُم بِه ۗ انَّ
اله كانَ سميعا بصيرا

Surely Allah commands you to make over trusts to their owners and that when you judge
between people you judge with justice; surely Allah admonishes you with what is excellent;
surely Allah is Seeing, Hearing.(4:58)

انَّا انْزلْنَا الَيكَ الْتَاب بِالْحق لتَحم بين النَّاسِ بِما اراكَ اله ۚ و تَن للْخَائنين خَصيما

 Surely we have revealed the Book to you with the truth that you may judge between people by
means of that which Allah has taught you; and be not an advocate on behalf of the treacherous.
(4:105)

يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا كونُوا قَوامين بِالْقسط شُهدَاء له ولَو علَ انْفُسم اوِ الْوالدَين واقْربِين ۚ انْ ين غَنيا او فَقيرا
فَاله اولَ بِهِما ۖ فََ تَتَّبِعوا الْهوٰى انْ تَعدِلُوا ۚ وانْ تَلْۇوا او تُعرِضوا فَانَّ اله كانَ بِما تَعملُونَ خَبِيرا



O you who believe! be maintainers of justice, bearers of witness of Allah's sake, though it may be
against your own selves or (your) parents or near relatives; if he be rich or poor, Allah is nearer
to them both in compassion; therefore do not follow (your) low desires, lest you deviate; and if
you swerve or turn aside, then surely Allah is aware of what you do. (4:135)

قُل امر ربِ بِالْقسط ۖ واقيموا ۇجوهم عنْدَ كل مسجِدٍ وادعوه مخْلصين لَه الدِّين ۚ كما بدَاكم تَعودونَ

 Say: My Lord has enjoined justice, and set upright your faces at every time of prayer and call on
Him, being sincere to Him in obedience; as He brought you forth in the beginning, so shall you
also return.(7:29)

انَّ اله يامر بِالْعدْلِ واحسانِ وايتَاء ذِي الْقُرب وينْه عن الْفَحشَاء والْمنْرِ والْبغْ ۚ يعظُم لَعلَّم تَذَكرونَ

Surely Allah enjoins the doing of justice and the doing of good (to others) and the giving to the
kindred, and He forbids indecency and evil and rebellion; He admonishes you that you may be
mindful. (16:90)

In the Qur’an also says:

يا ايها الَّذِين آمنُوا كونُوا قَوامين بِالْقسط شُهدَاء له ولَو علَ انْفُسم اوِ الْوالدَين واقْربِين ۚ انْ ين غَنيا او فَقيرا
 فَاله اولَ بِهِما ۖ فََ تَتَّبِعوا الْهوٰى انْ تَعدِلُوا ۚ وانْ تَلْۇوا او تُعرِضوا فَانَّ اله كانَ بِما تَعملُونَ خَبِيرا

O you who believe! be maintainers of justice, bearers of witness of Allah's sake, though it may be
against your own selves or (your) parents or near relatives; if he be rich or poor, Allah is nearer
to them both in compassion; therefore do not follow (your) low desires, lest you deviate; and if
you swerve or turn aside, then surely Allah is aware of what you do. (4:135).

Lewdness and Indecencies

These are totally forbidden.

انَّ اله يامر بِالْعدْلِ واحسانِ وايتَاء ذِي الْقُرب وينْه عن الْفَحشَاء والْمنْرِ والْبغْ ۚ يعظُم لَعلَّم تَذَكرونَ

Surely Allah enjoins the doing of justice and the doing of good (to others) and the giving to the
kindred, and He forbids indecency and evil and rebellion; He admonishes you that you may be
mindful. (16:90)



Idle Chatter, Slander and Infringement of Privacy

These are totally forbidden.

ننْها مرخَي ننْ يا سع اءسن نم اءسن و منْها مرونُوا خَينْ يا سع مقَو نم مقَو خَرسي  نُواآم ا الَّذِينهيا اي ۖ
 و تَلْمزوا انْفُسم و تَنَابزوا بِالْقَابِ ۖ بِىس اسم الْفُسوق بعدَ ايمانِ ۚ ومن لَم يتُب فَاولَٰئكَ هم الظَّالمونَ

O you who believe! let not (one) people laugh at (another) people perchance they may be better
than they, nor let women (laugh) at (other) women, perchance they may be better than they; and
do not find fault with your own people nor call one another by nicknames; evil is a bad name
after faith, and whoever does not turn, these it is that are the unjust. (49:11)

بحيا ۚ اضعب مضعب غْتَبي وا وسستَج و ۖ ثْما الظَّن ضعنَّ با الظَّن نا ميرثوا كبتَننُوا اجآم ا الَّذِينهيا اي
يمحر ابتَو هنَّ الا ۚ هاتَّقُوا الو ۚ وهتُمرِهَتًا فيم يهخا ملَح لكانْ يا مدُكحا

O you who believe! Avoid most of suspicion, for surely suspicion in some cases is a sin, and do
not spy nor let some of you backbite others. Does one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead
brother? But you abhor it; and be careful of (your duty to) Allah, surely Allah is Oft-returning (to
mercy), Merciful. (49:12)

The Freeing of Slaves

This is not only an act of piety but is also prescribed as the primary penalty for certain willful acts or
omissions e.g. failure to fast or repay a lapsed fast, infringement of any regulation required to be
observed during pilgrimage etc. Liberation of slaves was also highly recommended as atonement for
various sins. Ill treatment of slaves and servants is also forbidden.

It is highly recommended that zakaah and other alms be spent for liberating slaves.

موهباتَف مُانميا تَلا ممم تَابْتَغُونَ البي الَّذِينو ۗ هلفَض نم هال مهيغْني َّتا حاحجِدُونَ ني  فِ الَّذِينفتَعسلْيو
انْ علمتُم فيهِم خَيرا ۖ وآتُوهم من مالِ اله الَّذِي آتَاكم ۚ و تُرِهوا فَتَياتم علَ الْبِغَاء انْ اردنَ تَحصنًا لتَبتَغُوا
يمحر غَفُور هِناهركدِ اعب نم هنَّ الفَا نهرِهي نما ۚ والدُّنْي اةيالْح ضرع

 And let those who do not find the means to marry keep chaste until Allah makes them free from
want out of His grace. And (as for) those who ask for a writing from among those whom your
right hands possess, give them the writing if you know any good in them, and give them of the
wealth of Allah which He has given you; and do not compel your slave girls to prostitution, when
they desire to keep chaste, in order to seek the frail good of this world's life; and whoever



compels them, then surely after their compulsion Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (24:33)

نابو هال بِيلس فو ينالْغَارِمِقَابِ والر فو مهقُلُوب لَّفَةوالْما وهلَيع ينلامالْعو يناكسالْمو اءلْفُقَرل دَقَاتا الصنَّما
يمح يملع هالو ۗ هال نةً مفَرِيض ۖ بِيلالس

Alms are only for the poor and the needy, and the officials (appointed) over them, and those
whose hearts are made to incline (to truth) and the (ransoming of) captives and those in debts
and in the way of Allah and the wayfarer; an ordinance from Allah; and Allah is knowing,
Wise.(9:60)

لَيس الْبِر انْ تُولُّوا ۇجوهم قبل الْمشْرِقِ والْمغْرِبِ ولَٰن الْبِر من آمن بِاله والْيوم اخرِ والْمَئة والْتَابِ
والنَّبِيِين وآتَ الْمال علَ حبِه ذَوِي الْقُرب والْيتَام والْمساكين وابن السبِيل والسائلين وف الرِقَابِ واقَام الصَةَ
ۖ وآتَ الزكاةَ والْموفُونَ بِعهدِهم اذَا عاهدُوا ۖ والصابِرِين ف الْباساء والضراء وحين الْباسِ ۗ اولَٰئكَ الَّذِين صدَقُوا
واولَٰئكَ هم الْمتَّقُونَ

 It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards the East and the West, but
righteousness is this that one should believe in Allah and the last day and the angels and the
Book and the prophets, and give away wealth out of love for Him to the near of kin and the
orphans and the needy and the wayfarer and the beggars and for (the emancipation of) the
captives, and keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate; and the performers of their promise when
they make a promise, and the patient in distress and affliction and in time of conflicts-- these are
they who are true (to themselves) and these are they who guard (against evil).(2:177)

وما ادراكَ ما الْعقَبةُ

And what will make you comprehend what the uphill road is? (90:12)

ةقَبفَكُّ ر

 (It is) the setting free of a slave, (90:13)

Reasoning and Reflection

افََ يتَدَبرونَ الْقُرآنَ ام علَ قُلُوبٍ اقْفَالُها

 Do they not then reflect on the Quran? Nay, on the hearts there are locks. (47:24)



قُل انَّ ربِ يبسطُ الرِزْق لمن يشَاء ويقْدِر ولَٰن اكثَر النَّاسِ  يعلَمونَ

“Say unto them, O Muhammad: I exhort you unto one thing only. That you awake for Allah's sake,
by two or singly, and then reflect.” (34:46)

ينرِضعا منْهانُوا عك ا ِهِمباتِ رآي نم ةآي نم يهِمتا تَامو

 And there comes not to them a communication of the communications of their Lord but they
turn aside from it. (36:46)

انَّ ف خَلْق السماواتِ وارضِ واخْتَفِ اللَّيل والنَّهارِ ياتٍ ول الْبابِ

 Most surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the
day there are signs for men who understand. (3:190)

ًاطٰذَا به ا خَلَقْتنَا مبضِ ررااتِ واومالس خَلْق ونَ فرَتَفيو نُوبِهِمج َلعا وودقُعا واميق هونَ الرذْكي الَّذِين
سبحانَكَ فَقنَا عذَاب النَّارِ

Those who remember Allah standing and sitting and lying on their sides and reflect on the
creation of the heavens and the earth: Our Lord! Thou hast not created this in vain! Glory be to
Thee; save us then from the chastisement of the fire: (3:191)

The eighth Imam has said:

“Worship does not lie in engaging oneself in saying prayers endlessly or in fasting copiously, but in
engaging oneself in the contemplation of the works of Allah.”

The Prophet has said, “Allah has endowed man with the most precious gift, the reason. The slumber of
a man of reason is better than the movement of the ignorant.”
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