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Part 21: On Thirty and Above-Numbered

Characteristics

The Thirty Signs of a Divine Leader

21-1 Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Sa’id al-Kufy quoted Ali ibn al-Hassan Ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Abil Hassan Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), “There are certain signs designating
the Imam. He is the most knowledgeable, the wisest, the most pious, the most patient, the bravest, the
most generous, and the person who worships the most among the people. He was born circumcised. He
is pure and clean. He sees the back as well he sees the front. He has no shadow. When he fell out of

his mother's uterus onto the ground, he fell onto the palms of his hands and loudly declared the two
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testimonial declarations (that there is no god but God, and that Muhammad is God’s Messenger). He
has no nocturnal pollution. His eyes go to sleep, but his heart will not go to sleep. He is inspired1. The
armor of God's Prophet (MGB) fits him. His urine and feces cannot be seen since the Almighty God has
appointed the Earth to swallow whatever he excretes2 even though it smells like musk. He has power
over the people, although he is kinder to them than their own parents are. He is the humblest of all
people before the Almighty God. He acts upon what he advises the people to do more than anyone else.
He abstains from what he admonishes the people against. His prayers are accepted such that if he
wishes a rock to be divided into two parts, it will. He has the weapon of the Prophet of God (MGB). He
has his sword - the Zu/-Faqar3. He has a list of the names of his followers up until the Resurrection
Day. He has a list of the names of his enemies up until the Resurrection Day. He possesses A/-Jame'a
- that is a nearly thirty-five meter long text which encompasses all of the needs of the human beings.
He also possesses the Jafr-i-Akbar and Jafr-i-Asqgar that are a goat-skin and a ram-skin which include
all knowledge - even the punishment for a scratch or one, a half or a third of a crack of a whip. He also
possesses the Blessed Fatimah's (MGB) Mushaf.4

21-2 And in another tradition we read, “The Imam is certified by the Holy Spirit. There is a column of
light between him and God with which he sees the deeds of the people. He is informed about what he

needs by it.

As-Sadiq (MGB) said, “This column of light is sometimes opened up to us and we get to know and it
sometimes gets closed and we no longer know. The Imam is born. He also has children. He gets ill and
he gets cured. He eats and drinks. He urinates and defecates. He gets sad. He laughs and cries. He
lives and then dies. He is buried and the people go to visit his shrine. These conditions for him are
general. There are two specific and important signs for him: his knowledge and the fulfillment of his
prayers. He has heard the news that he gives about the events in the future from his grandfathers and
they do so from the Prophet of God (MGB). The Prophet of God (MGB) has heard them from Gabriel.
Gabriel has heard them from the Almighty God. All the eleven Imams after the Prophet (MGB) were
martyred. Some were martyred by the sword - that is the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB)
and Al-Hussein (MGB). The rest of them were poisoned by the disobedient rulers of their time. The
martyrdom of the Imams has been a real issue - not the way the Boasters5 believe and those who
believe in turning over the authority believeé - May God's Curse Be on Them. They say, ‘In fact, they7
were not killed. The people thought they were. They are liars. May God's Wrath be upon them. There

are
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no cases of the Prophets and the Imams in which the people just thought they were killed, but they were
not; except for Jesus the son of Mary (MGB), since he was taken up alive from the Earth. His spirit was
taken away in between the heavens8 and the Earth. Then he was taken up to the heavens where his
spirit was returned to him. The followings Words of the Almighty God refer to this, “Behold! God said, O
Jesus! I will take thee and raise thee to Myself and clear thee (of the falsehoods) of those who
blaspheme.”d The Almighty God also expressed what Jesus (MGB) will say on the Resurrection Day as
follows, “.. And | was a witness over them whilst | dwelt amongst them. When Thou didst take me up,
Thou was the Watcher over them, and Thou art a witness to all things.”10 And the people who have
transgressed beyond bounds regarding the Immaculate Imams (MGB) say, “If it is allowed for the people
to think Jesus (MGB) who was not killed was killed, why should a similar issue not hold true for the
Imams?” Their reply is, “Jesus (MGB) was created without a father. Why is it not allowed that the
Immaculate Imams (MGB) be also created without having a father?” They will not dare express their
opinion on this issue. May God Damn Them! When all the Prophets, Messengers and Imams after Adam
have been created from a father and a mother - with Jesus being the only exception having only a

mother - it is allowed for the people to think he was killed while he was not. This doesn’t hold true for



other Prophets and Imams. The Almighty God wished to establish Jesus (MGB) as a sign and a symbol

for us to know that God is able to do anything.

21-3 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah, Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry, Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar and Ahmad ibn Idris
guoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa and Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat'tab, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Hazifat ibn Mansoor, on the authority of Mu’az ibn
Kasir, on the authority of Mu’az ibn Muslim al-Hara that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “The month

of Ramazan is thirty days. | swear by God that it never is less.”

21-4 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn
Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Yasir - the servant (of Imam Al-Reza (MGB)), “I asked Al-
Reza (MGB), ‘Would the month of Ramazan ever be twenty-nine days?” The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘No.

The month of Ramazan will never be less than thirty days.”

21-5 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Abil Hassan Ali ibn al-
Hussein al-Reqqi,
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on the authority of Abdullah ibn Jaballe, on the authority of Muawiyah ibn Ammar, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Abdullah, on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of his grandfather Al-Hassan
ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB), “Several Jews went to see the Prophet of God (MGB) and one of them
asked him several questions which included the following question, ‘Why has God made it incumbent
upon your nation to fast for thirty days while He has made it incumbent for other nations to fast for more
days?’ The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Indeed when Adam ate from the tree, the fruit remained in his stomach
for thirty days before it was digested. That is why the Honorable the Exalted God made it incumbent
upon his offspring to abstain from eating and drinking for thirty days. What they are allowed to eat and
drink during these thirty days is due to the Honorable the Exalted God’s Nobility. God has imposed the
same restrictions on my nation that He imposed on Adam (MGB). Then the Prophet (MGB) recited the
following verse, ‘Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you, that ye may
(learn) self-restraint,- (Fasting) for a fixed number of days;’11 The Jew said, ‘O Muhammad! You are
right!’””

21-6 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Aba Abdullah al-Kufy quoted Musa ibn Imran al-Nakha’ee, on the authority of his uncle Al-Hussein
ibn Yazid al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Ali ibn Hamzih, on the authority of Abi Basir, “I asked Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) about the meaning of ‘the prescribed period in the following words of the
Honorable the Exalted God, (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period... g" The Imam (MGB)
replied, ‘Thirty days.”

21-7 (The compiler of the book narrated) that my father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Walid - may
God be pleased with them - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn
al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isma’il ibn Bazi’a, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Yaqoob ibn Shoayb, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB) that in a part of a long narration he (MGB) said, “The month of Ramazan is thirty days as
the Honorable the Exalted God says, (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period... 13 Here
complete means thirty full days.”

21-8 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan narrated that Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Zakaria al-Qat’tan quoted
Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Tamim ibn Buhlool, on the authority of Abu Muawiyah,
on the authority of Isma’il ibn Mihran that he had heard Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB)
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say, ‘I swear by God that God has not placed a burden on His servants more than they can bear. He
has only required that they pray five times each day and night; has established only twenty—five Dirhams
of alms-tax for each one-thousand Dirhams; has only required them to fast for thirty days during a year;
and has only required them to go on the Hajj pilgrimage once in their lifetime.”

The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him - said, “The Shiites and their wise men
consider Ramazan as never being less than thirty days. The narrations which have been written in this
chapter are in agreement with the Quran but against the public opinion (that sometimes the month of
Ramazan may be less than thirty days). Those people with little faith in the Shiites who have maintained
that Ramazan is thirty days every now and then, and twenty-nine days every now and then, have
resorted to the concealment of faith. They have supported the general viewpoint of the public. There is
no power nor any strength but in God.”14

The thirty four women marrying whom is forbidden

21-9 Abu Muhammad al-Hassan ibn Hamzih ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn al-
Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) narrated that Muhammad ibn Yazdad quoted Abdullah ibn



Muhammad al-Kufy, on the authority of Abu Sa’id Sahl ibn Salih al-Ab’basi, on the authority of Ibrahim
ibn Abdul Rahman al-Amoli, on the authority of Musa ibn Ja’far al-Kazim (MGB), “My father Ja’far ibn
Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB) was asked about women having intercourse with whom the Honorable the
Exalted God has declared unlawful in the Holy Quran, and women having intercourse with whom the
Prophet of God (MGB) has declared unlawful in his traditions. He (MGB) replied, ‘There are thirty-four
groups of women with whom having intercourse has been forbidden. Seventeen cases have been
declared forbidden in the Holy Quran, and seventeen cases have been declared forbidden in the
traditions. What has come in the Quran is as follows. The first case is adultery as the Honorable the
Exalted God has says, ‘Nor come nigh to adultery...’15 The second case is marrying women whom one’s
father has married as the Honorable the Exalted God says, ‘And marry not women whom your fathers
married...16 And the other cases are as follows, “‘Prohibited to you (For marriage) are: - Your mothers,
daughters, sisters, father’s sisters, mother’s sisters; brother’s daughters, sister’s daughters, foster-
mothers (who gave you suck), foster-sisters; your wives’ mothers, your step-daughters under your
guardianship, born of your wives to whom ye have gone in,- no prohibition if ye have not gone in;-
(Those who have been) wives of your sons proceeding from your loins, and two sisters in wedlock at
one and the same time, except for what is past;’17
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And the other cases also include women in their period of menstruation as the Honorable the Exalted

God says, ‘And do not approach them until they are clean.’18

And the other cases also include associating with women while we are in retreat in the mosque as the
Honorable the Exalted God says, ‘But do not associate with your wives while ye are in retreat in the
mosques. 19

The cases that have been declared forbidden in the traditions are as follows. The first case is having
intercourse during the days of the month of Ramazan. The second is marrying with a women who has
taken the oath of condemnation20 after she has taken it. The third case is marrying women during the
period of prohibition21; having intercourse while in the state of ritual consecration (/hram); marrying
familiar ones to whom you are forbidden to marry (since that would constitute incest); marrying a woman
who has been divorced by Zihar22 before the payment of expiation23; marrying unbelieving women24;
for a man to ever again marry a woman after he has divorced her nine times25; marrying a slave after
marrying a free woman26; marrying your wife’s paternal or maternal aunts27; marrying a slave girl
without the consent of her master; marrying a slave girl by a man who can afford to marry a free woman;
marrying a captured female slave before her being assigned to be in someone’s possession; marrying
an unbelieving woman28; having sex with a bought female slave before her being purified by /stebra 29;

”

and having sex with a ransomed slave woman after some of the ransom money has been paid.

God Has Made Thirty-Five Prayers Incumbent Upon the People

from One Friday to the Next

21-10 Ahmad ibn Zyad ibn Ja’far al-Hamedany - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Hurayz, on
the authority of Zurarah that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “God has made it incumbent upon the
people to say thirty-five prayers from one Friday to the next. It has been made obligatory for one to

attend a congregational prayer, and that is the Friday prayer.”

1. In Arabic ‘Muhad’dasa meaning that he hears the voice of the angel of Revelations, but he doesn’t see him.

2. The Arabs used to go to the toilet behind a wall where it could later be seen. However, this implies that he went to the
toilet where there was a well or a hole in the Earth. (Quoted from Man La Yahzaro ul-Fagih, v.6, p.378.

3. This is the sword of the Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB).

4. It seems that the most important sign of the Imam on which all the Imamiyat agree is not clearly mentioned in this
tradition. It might have been removed. That is the rank of innocence or Ismat which some of the Shiite sects like the
Fatahieh and the Jaroodieh do not believe in. The Fatahiehs believed that the Imam after Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) was
Abdullah ibn Ja’far — the brother of Imam Musa al-Kazim (MGB). Ibn Faz’zal was one of the Fatahiehs. He was considered
to be trustworthy in relating the traditions. He became sorry about his beliefs at the end of his life. People other than the



Immaculate Imams (MGB) have also been born circumcised. We also see similar accounts in the Bible. The Midrash
Psalms 9,7 accounts thirteen people in the Biblical period who were born circumcised. Although there is no allusion in the
Hebrew Bible that these men were born in such a condition or even that they were (or were not) circumcised by their
fathers or anyone else, the Rabbis deduced this from several verses, “And two peoples shall be separated from your
bowels (Gen 25,23), one circumcised, and the other not circumcised. From this verse you can learn that Jacob was born
circumcised. He was one of thirteen who were born circumcised, namely: Adam, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Shem, Terach, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Samuel, David, Isaiah and Jeremiah.” In general, we do not have to accept what counters the intellect.

5. “Boasters” refers to three groups of people: 1) Those who boast about Ali (MGB) and consider him to be God. 2) Those
who boast about the members of the household of the Prophet (MGB), and attribute to them characteristics which they do
not attribute to themselves. 3) Those who believe that the recognition of the Imam will make us needless of performing all
acts of worship and all the obligatory deeds. Thus by relying on our love for the members of the household of the Prophet
(MGB) they abandon making ablutions, saying prayers, fasting, paying the alms-tax and performing the Hajj pilgrimage to
the Ka’ba.

6. By “those who believe in turning over the authority” we mean one of eight groups of people. One meaning is that God
has turned over the authority of creation, planning and providing sustenance to the Immaculate Imams (MGB). This itself is
another form of boasting. For more information on this issue, refer to volume six of Man La Yahzaro ul-Fagih.

7. The Immaculate Imams (MGB)

8. “He Who created the seven heavens one above another: No want of proportion wilt thou see in the Creation of (Allah)
Most Gracious. So turn thy vision again: seest thou any flaw?” [The Holy Quran: Mulk 67:3]

9. The Holy Quran: Al-i-lmran 3:55.

10. The Holy Quran: Maida 5:120

11. The Holy Quran: Baqgara 2:183.

12. “Ramazan is the (month) in which was sent down the Quran, as a guide to mankind, also clear (Signs) for guidance and
judgement (Between right and wrong). So everyone of you who is present (in his home) during that month should spend it
in fasting, but if anyone is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed period (should be made up) by days later. Allah intends every
facility for you; He doesn’t want to put to difficulties. (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period, and to glorify Him in
that He has guided you; and perchance ye shall be grateful.”[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:185]

13. “Ramazan is the (month) in which was sent down the Quran, as a guide to mankind, also clear (Signs) for guidance and
judgement (Between right and wrong). So everyone of you who is present (in his home) during that month should spend it
in fasting, but if anyone is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed period (should be made up) by days later. Allah intends every
facility for you; He doesn’t want to put to difficulties. (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period, and to glorify Him in
that He has guided you; and perchance ye shall be grateful.”[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:185]

14. What Sheikh Sadooq wants to state here is based on the issue of the yumulshak. It regards the last day of the month of
Ramazan or the first day of the month of Shawwal be a part of Ramazan when it is not clearly known whether it is the first
day of Shawwal or not.

15. The Holy Quran: Al-Israa 17:32.

16. The Holy Quran: Al-Nisaa 4:22.

17. The Holy Quran: Al-Nisaa 4:23.

18. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:222.

19. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:187.

20. The main point of this is to avoid the punishment of being stoned to death in cases of adultery. This relates to the case
of a woman suspected of having committed adultery by her husband. This occurs when the husband accuses the wife of
adultery but cannot bring witnesses, so he swears that it occurred and the two are separated after the wife swears that she
is innocent. He can never marry her again unless he confesses that he was lying about it. If a man suspects her of
committing adultery or if he suspects whether the child is his or not and accuses his wife of adultery or suspects the
relationship of one of his kids has to demand an oath of condemnation before the judge as based on the following verses of
the Quran, ‘And for those who launch a charge against their spouses, and have (in support) no evidence but their own,-
their solitary evidence (can be received) if they bear witness four times (with an oath) by Allah that they are solemnly telling



the truth; And the fifth (oath) (should be) that they solemnly invoke the curse of Allah on themselves if they tell a lie. But it
would avert the punishment from the wife, if she bears witness four times (with an oath) By Allah, that (her husband) is
telling a lie; And the fifth (oath) should be that she solemnly invokes the wrath of Allah on herself if (her accuser) is telling
the truth. [The Holy Quran: Nur 24:6-9].

21. There is an interim waiting period for recent divorcees or widows/widowers which must be fulfilled. This is according to
the following verses of the Holy Quran, ‘Divorced women shall wait concerning themselves for three monthly periods. Nor is
it lawful for them to hide what Allah Hath created in their wombs, if they have faith in Allah and the Last Day. And their
husbands have the better right to take them back in that period, if they wish for reconciliation. And women shall have rights
similar to the rights against them, according to what is equitable; but men have a degree (of advantage) over them. And
Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise..” [The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:228].

And for widows, ‘If any of you die and leave widows behind, they shall wait concerning themselves four months and ten
days: When they have fulfilled their term, there is no blame on you if they dispose of themselves in a just and reasonable
manner. And Allah is well acquainted with what ye do.” [The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:234].

22. If a man divorces his wife with the pagan statement, “You are my mother,” he has gone about it in the wrong way. She
cannot be his mother.

23. ‘But those who divorce their wives by Zihar, then wish to go back on the words they uttered,- (It is ordained that such a
one) should free a slave before they touch each other: Thus are ye admonished to perform: and God is well-acquainted
with (all) that ye do. And if any has not (the wherewithal), he should fast for two months consecutively before they touch
each other.’ [The Holy Quran: Mujadila 58:3-4].

24. Do not marry unbelieving women (idolaters), until they believe: A slave woman who believes is better than an
unbelieving woman, even though she allures you. Nor marry (your girls) to unbelievers until they believe: A man slave who
believes is better than an unbeliever, even though he allures you. Unbelievers do (but) beckon you to the Fire. But Allah
beckons by His Grace to the Garden (of bliss) and forgiveness, and makes His Signs clear to mankind: That they may
celebrate His praise. [The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:221].

25. The above-mentioned procedure for divorcing one’s wife three times and remarrying her after her getting married to
someone else and getting divorced from him, can only be repeated for a maximum of three times. Therefore, this would
limit the maximum allowable instances of a man divorcing a given wife to nine times after which they can never remarry
with each other again.

26. It is unlawful for a man already married to a free woman to marry a slave. God’s Prophet (MGB) has said, ‘Do not marry
a slave after a free woman.’

27. While being married to a woman, a man cannot marry her sister or any of her aunts (paternal or maternal). The Prophet
(MGB) prohibited joining (in marriage at the same time) a woman and her paternal aunt or a woman and her maternal aunt.
28. A woman who is neither Muslim, nor Christian or Jewish.

29. To make sure that she is not pregnant.
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