Al-Islam.org

Ahlul Bayt Digital Islamic Library Project

Published on A/-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > Al-Khisal, A Numeric Classification of Traditions on Characteristics > Part 22: On Forty And

above-Numbered Characteristics > Imam Ali’'s Arguments against the People on the Consultation Day

Part 22: On Forty And above-Numbered

Characteristics

The Prayer of the Drunken Is Not Accepted for Forty Days

22-1 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Muawiyah
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ibn Hakim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Aban ibn Uthman, on the
authority of Al-Fuzayl ibn Yasar that he had heard Aba Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) say, “The prayers of
whoever drinks wine would not be accepted for forty days. If he doesn’t say his prayers during these

forty days, he will suffer an extra chastisement for not saying his prayers.

In another tradition we read, “The prayers of whoever drinks would be wandering between the heavens

and the Earth. They are ascribed to him once he repents.”

The Forty Types of Fasting

22-2 (The compiler of the book narrated) that my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of Suleiman ibn
Davood al-Mungeri, on the authority of Sufyan ibn Ayyineh, on the authority of Al-Zuhra, “l went to see
Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB). The Imam (MGB) asked, ‘Where do you come from?’ | said, ‘Il am coming
from the mosque.” The Imam (MGB) asked, ‘What were you talking about?’ | said, ‘We were talking
about fasting. My friends and | reached the conclusion that there are no other obligatory fasts except that

of the month of Ramazan.’

The Imam (MGB) said, ‘O Al-Zuhra! It is not so. There are forty types of fasting. Ten of these types are
obligatory fasts like that of the month of Ramazan. Ten of these types are forbidden. Fourteen of these
types are such that one who is of age can either fast on those days or break them. Also there are three
types of fasting with permission: fasting for learning; permitted fasting; and fasting during iliness or on a

journey.’
| said, ‘May | be your ransom! Please explain these for me.’

The Imam (MGB) said, ‘The obligatory fasts are the fasting for the month of Ramazan; and fasting for
two consecutive months as a compensation for intentionally breaking one’s fast during the month of
Ramazan; fasting for two consecutive months as a compensation of unintentionally killing a believer in
case one cannot find a slave to free. As the Honorable the Exalted God says, ‘Never should a believer
kill a believer; but (If it so happens) by mistake, (Compensation is due): If one (so) kills a believer, it is
ordained that he should free a believing slave, and pay compensation to the deceased's family, unless
they remit it freely. If the deceased belonged to a people at war with you, and he was a believer, the

freeing of a believing slave (Is enough). If he belonged to a people with whom ye have treaty of Mutual



alliance, compensation should be paid to his family, and a believing slave be freed. For those who find

this beyond their means, (is
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prescribed) a fast for two months running...”1. Another obligatory fasting is for two consecutive months
as a compensation for divorcing one’s wife by Zihar2 in case one cannot find a slave to free as the
Blessed the Sublime God says, ‘But those who divorce their wives by Zihar, then wish to go back on the
words they uttered, (it is ordained that such a one) should free a slave before they touch each other:
Thus are ye admonished to perform: and God is well-acquainted with (all) that ye do. And if any has not
(the wherewithal), he should fast for two months consecutively before they touch each other.’3

Three days of fasting is obligatory for the compensation for a deliberate oath for the person who cannot
feed the poor people as the Blessed the Sublime God says, ‘Allah will not call you to account for what is
futile in your oaths, but He will call you to account for your deliberate oaths: for expiation, feed ten
indigent persons, on a scale of the average for the food of your families, or clothe them, or give a slave
his freedom. If that is beyond your means, fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths ye have
sworn. But keep to your oaths. Thus doth Allah make clear to you His signs, that ye may be grateful.’4

This fasting should be performed continuously and it cannot be done on various scattered days.

Then there is the fasting for shaving the hair on the head before the offering reaches the place of



sacrifice as the Blessed the Sublime God has ordained, ‘And complete the Hajj or Umra in the service of
Allah. But if ye are prevented (from completing it), send an offering for sacrifice, such as ye may find,
and do not shave your heads until the offering reaches the place of sacrifice. And if any of you is ill, or
has an ailment in his scalp, (necessitating shaving), (He should) in compensation either fast, or feed the
poor, or offer sacrifice...’5 One is free to perform either of the above three, but if he decides to fast he

should fast for three days.6

Then there is the fasting as a compensation for not affording to make an offering for Hajj in which case
one must fast for three days during the Hajj and seven days upon his return making it ten days of fasting
in all as the Blessed the Sublime God says, °..He must make an offering, such as he can afford, but if
he cannot afford it, he should fast three days during the Hajj and seven days on his return, making ten
days in all.’7

Then there is the fasting as a compensation for the intentional killing of game while in the sacred
precincts or in pilgrim garb as the Blessed the Sublime God says, ‘O ye who believe! Allah doth but
make a trial of you in a little matter of game well within reach of your hands and your lances, that He

may test who feareth him unseen: any who transgress thereafter, will
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have a grievous penalty. O ye who believe! Kill not game while in the sacred precincts or in pilgrim garb.
If any of you doth so intentionally, the compensation is an offering, brought to the Ka'ba, of a domestic
animal equivalent to the one he killed, as adjudged by two just men among you, or by way of atonement,

the feeding of the indigent; or its equivalent in fasts...’8”

Then the Imam (MGB) asked, ‘O Al-Zuhra! Do you know how ‘its equivalent in fasts’ can be measured?’
| replied, ‘No. | do not know.” The Imam (MGB) said, ‘They should determine the price of the game (that
has been killed) and measure its equivalent in wheat using As-Sa’9. They must fast one day for each
half of one As-Sa’.

Then there is the obligatory fasting for a vow and seclusion in the mosque (/’tekar).

And the fasts that are forbidden are: fasting on the Eid ul-Fitr; fasting on Eid ul-Azha; fasting on three
days of A/-Tashrig10; fasting on a day which is doubtful whether it is the end of Shaban or the start of
Ramazan. We have been ordered to fast on that day with the intention that it is the last day of Sha’ban.
We have been admonished against fasting on that day as one of the days of the month of Ramazan

when the people are in doubt about that day.”

Then | asked, ‘May | be your ransom! What should one do who has not fasted at all during the month of
Sha’ban?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘He should make the intention to fast for the last day of Sha’ban on
that night. This would be fine if it turns out to be the first day of Ramazan. He would have nothing to lose

if it turns out to be the last day of Shaban.’

Then | asked, ‘How would a recommendable day of fasting be counted for an obligatory day of fasting?’
The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘If anyone unknowingly intends to make a recommendable fast on one of the
days of the month of Ramazan and then he finds out that it has been in the month of Ramazan, that day
of fasting counts as fasting on an obligatory day since the fasting on that very same day has been
obligatory for him.’

It is also unlawful to join two consecutive days of fasting together - that is fasting during one day and not
eating at night and then fasting on the following day. It is unlawful to observe silence fasting. It is

unlawful to observe fasting for a vow regarding a sin. It is unlawful to observe fasting all year long.

Then there are the optional fasts which are fasting on Fridays, Thursdays and Mondays and fasting on
three days in the middle of each lunar month; fasting on six days in the month of Shawwal (except for

the first of Shawwal
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which is Eid ul-Fitr); fasting on the Day of Arafat on the ninth of Dhul-Hijjja; and fasting on the day of
Ashura that is the tenth day of Muharram. One is free to fast or not on these days.

And then there is the case of fasts which require permission to do. Wives cannot fast unless with the

permission of their husbands; slaves cannot fast unless with the permission of their masters; and guests



cannot fast unless with the permission of their hosts. Regarding a guest who should not fast except with
the permission of his host God’s Prophet (MGB) has said, ‘One who is a guest somewhere should not
fast without the consent of his host.” Fasting for learning refers to when a child who is nearly of age is
asked to fast in order to learn how to do so. This is considered for learning and is not obligatory. Or the
case of one on a journey who eats in the morning then he abstains from eating during the rest of the
day. This is a form of fasting that is not obligatory.

And ‘permitted’ fasts refers to the case of the fasting of one who eats or drinks unintentionally (for having
forgotten that he is fasting), or one who vomits unintentionally during his fast. He shall receive the

reward of having fasted.

In the case of fasting while you are on a journey or when you are ill, there is some disagreement in
public opinion. Some say that one should fast while others say one should break his fast. Still another
group say that one is free to chose. He can either fast or break his fast in these conditions. However, we
say that one should break his fast in both cases. If one fasts during a journey or when he is ill, he must
make it up later as the Honorable the Exalted God says, ‘But if any of you is ill, or on a journey, the

prescribed number (should be made up) from days later.’11

praying for forty brethren before praying for oneself

22-3 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Muhammad ibn Abdul Jab’bar, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of several of our companions that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “The prayers of whoever prefers forty of his brethren to himself and prays for them before
he prays for himself would be accepted.”

One to Whose Goodness Forty Believing Men Testify

22-4 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Miskan that
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Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “What would happen when a believer dies and forty believing men
stand over his corpse and they say, ‘O God! We know nothing but good things bout him and You know
him better than we do’ is that the Blessed the Sublime God will say, ‘I accepted your testimony regarding

him and forgive him regarding whatever | know, but you do not know about him.””

Admonishment Against Not Shaving the Pubic Hair for More

than Forty Days

22-5 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Mus’adat ibn Sadagah, on the authority of
Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his
forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Anyone who believes
in God and the Hereafter should not postpone shaving the pubic hair for more than forty days. If he

doesn’t have a razor after forty days, he should borrow one and not put it off.”

The Earth Would Become Filthy for Forty Days Due to the

Urination of One Who Is Not Circumcised

22-6 (The compiler of the book narrated) that my father — may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Yazid
al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Muslim al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad,



on the authority of his father, on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “Circumcise your child on the seventh day after his birth. That is much better and it
would heal faster. In fact, the Earth becomes filthy for forty days due to the urination of one who is not

circumcised.”

On One who Takes A Female Slave and Doesn’t Have Sexual

Intercourse with Her Once Every Forty Days as a Result of which
She Commits A Forbidden Act

22-7 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, on the
authority of Al-Hussein ibn al-Mukhtar who linked it up through a chain of narrators to Salman - may
God have Mercy upon him, “If one takes a female slave and doesn’t have sex with her once every forty

days resulting in her committing a forbidden act, he would be held responsible for her sin.”
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22-8 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Uthman ibn Isa who
linked it up through a chain of narrations to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “If one takes a female slave
and doesn’t have sex with her once every forty days, he would be held responsible for her sins.”

Blood-Money for A Hunting Dog

22-9 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqgy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn
Faz’zal, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Bakir, on the authority of Abdul Ali ibn A’ayn, on the authority of
Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “It is recorded in Ali’s (MGB) book that the blood money for a hunting
dog is forty Dirhams.”

22-10 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Abdul Hamid, on the
authority of Al-Walid ibn Sabih that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “ The blood-money of a hunting
dog is forty Dirhams as the Prophet (MGB) ordered the Khozayma tribe.”

God granted a forty year respite to Pharaoh between two words

(blasphemous sentences)

22-11 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ibrahim ibn Mahzyar, on the authority of his brother, on the authority of Ali ibn
Mahzyar, on the authority of Isa ibn Muhammad, on the authority of some of our companions, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Abi Jamileh, on the authority of Zurarah that Abi
Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God granted Pharaoh a forty year respite
between saying the following two blasphemous statements, ‘/ am your Lord, Most High’12 and ‘No god
do | know for you but myself.’13... Then God seized him for the punishment of the world and the
Hereafter. And there passed forty years from the time when God, the Almighty and Glorious, said to

Moses and Aaron, ‘Accepted is your prayer’14 until the time when God drowned Pharaoh.”



Then the Imam (MGB) added, “Gabriel said, “I pleaded with my Lord strongly in the matter of Pharaoh
and | said, "O Lord, do you leave him alone while he says, ‘/ am your Lord, Most High’15? God replied,

‘He is only saying it. He is just another creature like you.””
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A Form of Repentance By which Forty Major Sins Are Forgiven

22-12 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of Hisham ibn Salim that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “God would forgive the
sins of any believer who has committed forty major sins in a day and night, but is sorry and repents by

saying, ‘l ask for forgiveness from God for which there are no partners; who is Living and Eternal; who



has created the heavens and the Earth; Possessor of Grandeur and Honor. | beseech Him to accept my

repentance.”

As-Sadiq (MGB) then added, “There are no hopes for one who commits more than forty major sins in a
day and night.”

22-13 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Ali al-Vasha, on the authority of Abil Hassan Al-Reza (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on
the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“When | was taken up for the Ascension, | saw that a womb was hanging from God's Throne and was
complaining to God about another womb. | asked it, ‘How much is the distance between you and him?’

The womb replied, ‘We are related to each other in the fortieth father in our lineage.”

When the Riser (MGB) Comes Each Shiite Would Be Granted the
Strength of Forty Men By God

22-14 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih al-
Kufy, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Amer al-Qasbani, on the authority of Rabi’a ibn Muhammad al-
Muslemi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Sowir ibn Abi Fakhte, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), “When our Riser (MGB) comes, the Honorable the
Exalted God would remove any weaknesses from the Shiites, strengthen their hearts to be as strong as
a mountain, and would grant each Shia man the strength of forty men. They will become the rulers and

the noble ones on the Earth.”

Regarding Anyone who Remembers Forty Traditions

22-15 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ali ibn Isma’il, on the authority of Ubaydullah al-

Dihgan, on the
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authority of Musa ibn Ibrahim al-Marvazy, on the authority of Abil Hassan (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “On the Resurrection Day, God shall raise anyone in my nation as a learned scholar who
remembers forty traditions in order to fulfill the needs of the people relating to their religious deeds.”

22-16 The jurisprudent Abul Hassan Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn Yunus ibn Hayat - narrated in Balkh that
Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Haravy quoted Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Sawar, on the authority of Ali ibn
Hijr al-Sae’di, on the authority of Sa’id ibn Najih, on the authority of Ata ibn Abi Ribah, on the authority of
Ibn Abbas16 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “| would intercede on behalf of whoever from my nation

who memorizes forty traditions.”

22-17 Abul Hassan Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn Yunus narrated that Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Haravy

quoted Ja’far ibon Muhammad ibn Sawar, on the authority of Isa ibn Ahmad al-Asgalani, on the authority



of Urwah ibn Marvan al-Barqy, on the authority of Ribah ibn Badr, on the authority of Aban, on the
authority of Anas17 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “On the Resurrection Day, the Honorable the
Exalted God shall raise anyone in my nation who remembers forty traditions regarding his religious

affairs for the sake of God and the Hereafter as a learned scholar.”

22-18 Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Haysam al-Ajali, Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Sa’eq and Ali ibn
Abdullah al-Var’rag - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Hamzih ibn al-Qasim al-Alavi
guoted Al-Hassan ibn Matil al-Dag’gaq, on the authority of Abu Abdullah Ali ibon Muhammad al-Shazi,
on the authority of Ali ibn Yusuf, on the authority of Han’nan ibn Sadeer that he had heard Aba Abdullah
as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “On the Resurrection Day, God shall resurrect as a learned scholar whoever

memorizes forty traditions regarding what is forbidden and what is allowed and shall not punish him.”

22-19 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Musa al-Dag’qaq, al-Hussein ibn Ibrahim ibn Hisham al-Mokattib18 and
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Sin’ani - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Muhammad ibn Aba
Abdullah Al-Asady al-Kufy Abul Hussein quoted Musa ibn Imran al-Nakha’ee, on the authority of his
uncle Al-Hussein ibn Yazid, on the authority of Isma’il ibn al-Fazl al-Hashemi and Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad,
on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn
Ali al-Baqir (MGB), on the authority of his father Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of
his father Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB) that in some advice to Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB), God’s Prophet (MGB)
told him, “O Alit On the Resurrection Day, God shall resurrect amongst the Prophets, the honest ones,
the martyrs, and the good-doers whoever memorizes forty traditions for the sake of God and the
Hereafter. How good companions they are!”
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Then, Ali (MGB) asked, “O Prophet of God! Would you tell me what these traditions are?” The Prophet
(MGB) said, “They are regarding believing in the One God for whom there are no partners; worshipping
God and no one else; establishing prayers having made ablutions at the proper times; not postponing
the prayers unduly as that would cause the Wrath of the Honorable the Exalted God; paying the alms-
tax; fasting during the month of Ramazan; going on the Hajj pilgrimage to the House of God (Ka ba)
when you have the means to do so; not causing your parents to damn you; not oppressively devouring
an orphan’s properties; not drinking wine or any other intoxicating drinks; not committing adultery or
being gay; not slandering; not falsely swearing by God; not stealing; not bearing any false testimony for
anyone whether familiar to you or not; accepting the truth whether it be from a young person or an older
one; not trusting any oppressors even if they are closely associated with you; not acting according to
your lustful desires; not accusing pious women of fornication; not being hypocritical as the least amount
of hypocrisy equals associating partners with the Honorable the Exalted God; not finding faults with other
by telling a short person that he is short or by telling a tall person that he is tall; not making fun of any of
God’s creatures; being patient at times of difficulty and calamities; being grateful when you are granted
blessings; not feeling secure from God’s Chastisement for committing sins; not losing hopes in God’s
Mercy; repenting to the Honorable the Exalted God for the sins which you have committed as one who
repents from committing a sin is like one who has not committed that sin; not insisting on committing sins
and asking for God’s forgiveness; not acting like those who make fun of God, His Signs and God’s
Prophets (MGB); knowing that you are sure to get what is meant for you and you are sure to lose what is
not meant for you; not raising God’s Wrath in order to please His creatures; not preferring this world over
the Hereafter as this world is ephemeral while the Hereafter is perpetual; not being greedy of what your
brethrens have; having the same inner and outward appearance; not having a good outward appearance
while possessing an evil inner self as then you would be of the hypocrites; not telling lies or associating
with liars; not becoming angry when you hear the truth; fostering politeness in yourself, your wife, your
children and your neighbors as much as you can; acting according to what you know; not dealing with

anyone of the Honorable the Exalted God’s creatures unfairly; behaving well with both the kin and the



strangers; not being oppressive or mean to anyone; often reciting God’s glorifications, praises and
supplications; remembering death often and remembering the life after death including Resurrection,

Paradise and Hell; reading the Quran
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often and acting accordingly; valuing treating the believers whether they are men or women with
kindness and nobility; not wanting for any other believers what you do not want for yourself; not getting
tired of doing good deeds; not placing your own burden on the shoulders of other people; not mentioning
any act favors to others; considering this world as a prison for yourself until God grants you residence in
Paradise. These are the forty traditions. Anyone who maintains them and keeps them for me to be
presented to my followers will have God's Mercy and entry into Paradise. He will be considered the most
beloved person in the sight of God after the Prophets and their Trustees. God will resurrect him amongst
the Prophets, the honest ones, the martyrs and the good-doers on the Resurrection Day. How good

”»
!

companions they are

The Neighborhood of a Mosque and its Precincts Are Forty Ells

and Forty Houses In Each Direction

22-20 Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted
on Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hassan, on the authority of
Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of Ali ibn Agabah ibn Khalid, on the authority of his father
Agabah ibn Khalid, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father



(MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB) that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB)
said, “The neighborhood zone of a mosque is forty ells19, and the precincts of a mosque span out to

forty houses away in each direction.”

On Those who Live for Forty Years or More

22-21 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Ali al-Mugar’ri, on the authority of Yahya ibn al-Mobarak, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Jabal’le, on
the authority of Ishag ibn Ammar, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of
his father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “God will protect anyone who attains the age of forty from insanity, vitiligo20 and
leprosy.21 God will ease the Reckoning of anyone who reaches the age of fifty. God will grant anyone
who reaches the age of sixty opportunity to repent. God and the companions of the heavens love
anyone who reaches the age of seventy. God will order the good deeds to be recorded, and the bad
deeds to be eliminated for anyone who reaches the age of eighty. Whenever a man reaches the age of
ninety, God will forgive all his past and future sins. He will be considered to be one of the slaves of God

on Earth.”
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22-22 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Salamat ibn al-Khat’tab, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abdul Rahman, on
the authority of Isma’il ibn Abdul Khalig, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Talha that Aba Abdullah as-
Sadiq (MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God honors those who reach forty years of age22 and is
shy before those who reach eighty years of age.”

22-23 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris
quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Sindy, on the authority
of Ali ibn al-Hikam, on the authority of Davood ibn al-Nue’man, on the authority of Sayf al-TAmmar, on
the authority of Abi Basir that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, When a servant reaches the age of
thirty-three, he has reached perfect maturity. When he reaches the age of forty years, he has attained
his ultimate progress. Hence as he enters forty—one his powers are on decline, and it is befitting for one

at fifty to consider himself like someone in his death throes.”

22-24 It has been narrated with these documentations and on the authority of Davood ibn al-Nue’'man,
on the authority of Sayf, on the authority of Abi Basir that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Verily, a
man has an amplitude [of freedom] until forty years; but when he reaches forty, God the Almighty and
Glorious, reveals to His angels, ‘Verily, | have made My servant come of age, so now be strict and
severe with him and record and write down his every action, whether it is a minor one or a major one,

and whether his works are abundant or sparse.”

He added, “Abu Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, ‘When a person reaches forty years of age he is told to
watch his actions since he no longer has any excuses. Those who are forty years old do not deserve to
bring excuses like those who are only twenty-years old. What seeks either of them is the same thing23.
It is not sleep. Therefore, talk less and work hard due to the fear of death which is approaching.”

22-25 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Abdul
Rahman ibn Abi Najran, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Qasim, on the authority of Ali ibn al-
Mugayrih that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) quoted on the authority of the Prophet (MGB), “The
Honorable the Exalted God will protect anyone who attains the age of forty from three diseases: insanity,
vitiligo24 and leprosy25. God will ease the Reckoning of anyone who reaches



22-22 oy sl e colaall b dabu gioa 1 Wl sue o waw liaa (U die all oy o lias
Jas el o 1 adall dule all wie f e dalls o dane ge (3llallie o Jielow] e canllue

oilelll Gl fre paiun s G YT ol 0 S

22-23 e gy o oal oy dane e cGuul o weal lua 18 de Al iy pruuall o wene liua
Wl e il YU 2 JE s g e Gl i e laatll o 351 e @Sall o e g cgatull oy danse
anl b oals 151 colgiio ply 188 B o] Al 13l o s 088 i ouidis WG wuall iy 13] zadbdl aule
U1 53 OIS a8 05K of pmeadl alial guiyy olalill 3 543 unsls.

22-24 sl o) el agle il e ol JU 26 Spens il e i e olaaill o a5ls e oliwd! g
oS 8 yun g 8,408 g dac Juld dule LiShy Uadaiy foad g Uslad [JUs uds] l).a.c.es.s.g.c..

ol ol Osdas see il o yia da sl Jud Gl g san] aeall e cal 1] adlall ale jian of Jl 1]l
oo label Lol Jacli cailyy Logie Gudls canly Lagalby @il 5l cdiw ooy onl oo Ldally 3ot 2w oyl
Jsill Jgumd elie gus Jsll.

22-25 uliall e caand op aane e ol ina 1l die dll oy HUaall sy o e o1 seaf lias
qi:wlm;fug ‘E_ﬁ.i.c.llc,.!gl.:o.c‘Hmlcﬁlmwgobgjg!fcﬁdmjbgos‘dﬁﬂ&
el alially o siall =l ela¥l e Jas 3o Ul dhal i oy f e pall 3y 13 2 sy dinauw 1l Ml

the age of fifty. God will grant anyone who reaches the age of sixty opportunity to repent. The
companions of the heavens love anyone who reaches the age of seventy. God will order the good deeds
to be recorded, and the bad deeds to be eliminated for anyone who reaches the age of eighty.
Whenever a man reaches the age of ninety, God will forgive all his past and future sins. He will be

considered to be one of the slaves of God on Earth.”
In another tradition we read, “When he reaches the age of one-hundred he has reached the worst age.”

In another tradition we read, “When one reaches his worst age, his intellect is like that of a seven year
old child.”

22-26 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Salamat ibn al-Khat'tab, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein26, on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Mo’adab, on the authority of Asim ibn Hamid, on the authority of
Khalid al-Qalanesi that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “When they bring an old man on the



Resurrection Day for Reckoning, and hand him his Record of Deeds with the side of it showing his sins
and evil deeds facing the people, time will pass very slowly for him. He will say, ‘O my Lord! Do you
order that | be taken to Hell?” God - may His Majesty be Exalted - says, ‘O old man! | feel too shy to

punish you, since you prayed when you were living in the world. Take My servant to Paradise!””

22-27 Abu Sa’id Muhammad ibn al-Fazl ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Mozakir narrated that Abul Ab’bas
Muhammad ibn Yaqoob al-Asim quoted Bakr ibn Sahl al-Damyati, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-
Muhajir (ibn al-Rabih al-Najibi)27, on the authority of Ibn Wahab, on the authority of Hafs ibn Maysara,
on the authority of Zayd ibn Aslam, on the authority of Anas that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The
Honorable the Exalted God will protect anyone who attains the age of forty from the three diseases:
insanity, vitiligo28 and leprosy29. God will ease the Reckoning of anyone who reaches the age of fifty.
God will grant anyone who reaches the age of sixty an opportunity to repent as God likes him/her and is
pleased with him/her. God and the companions of the heavens love anyone who reaches the age of
seventy. God will order the good deeds to be recorded, and the bad deeds to be eliminated for anyone
who reaches the age of eighty. Whenever a person reaches the age of ninety, God will forgive all his
past and future sins. He will be considered to be one of the slaves of God on Earth, and his intercession

on behalf of his family members would be accepted.”
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22-28 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar, the jurisprudent in Furgan - narrated that Abul
Ab’bas al-Himady quoted Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sa’eq al-Maki in Mecca, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn
Monzar al-Haza’ami,30 on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hussein, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Umar ibn Uthman, on the authority of Anas ibn Malik31 that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “The Honorable the Exalted God will protect anyone who attains the age of forty from the
three diseases: insanity, vitiligo32 and leprosy. God will ease the Reckoning of anyone who reaches the
age of fifty. God will grant anyone who reaches the age of sixty opportunity to repent as the Honorable
the Exalted God wills. God and the companions of the heavens love anyone who reaches the age of
seventy. God will order the good deeds to be recorded, and the bad deeds to be eliminated for anyone
who reaches the age of eighty. Whenever a man reaches the age of ninety, God will forgive all his past
and future sins. He will be considered to be one of the slaves of God on Earth and his intercession on

behalf of his family members would be accepted.”

22-29 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-
Ahval, on the authority of Zakariya al-Mousily - known as Kokab al-Dam33, on the authority of Al-Abdul
Salih (MGB), “Anyone who has gone on the Hajj pilgrimage will be told, “You may intercede on behalf of
whomever you wish.” One of the gates of Paradise shall be opened up for him and whomever he

intercedes for on his behalf.”

The Reasoning of Imam Ali with Abu Bakr Citing Forty-Three

Issues

22-30 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan narrated that Abdul Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Hassani quoted
Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Hafs al-Khas’ami, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Abdul Vahid, on the
authority of Ahmad ibn al-Taglabi, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abdul Hameed, on the authority of Hafs
ibn Mansoor al-At’tar, on the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Var’raq, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority
of his grandfather (MGB), “When Abu Bakr became the Caliph and the people pledged allegiance to him
and abandoned Ali (MGB), Abu Bakr treated Ali (MGB) pleasantly and with a smiling face, but Ali (MGB)
did not show happiness. This was hard on Abu Bakr. Therefore, he wanted to visit Ali (MGB) in private,
ask him the reason for this, apologize to him for the people having gathered around him and having
delegated the task of
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Caliphate for him. He wanted to tell Ali (MGB) that he had just obeyed them in accepting the rule over
the nation, and that he was not that eager to do so. Thus, Abu Bakr went to see Ali (MGB) in private and
said, ‘O Abal-Hassan! | swear by God that | had no plans for the Caliphate nor did | have any desires for
it. I am not eager for that position and do not trust myself to be able to fulfill the needs of this nation. |
have no wealth or power; do not have a supporter; and | did not want to get it from someone by force.
Why are you upset with me? Why do you look upon me with disdain?’ Then Ali (MGB) told him, ‘If you
had no desire for the position of Caliphate and you were not sure whether you could carry it out, then
why did you accept the responsibility for being the Caliph?’

Abu Bakr said, ‘The reason for this was a narration which | had heard from the Prophet (MGB) who said,
‘Indeed God would not let all my nation unite on an issue that opposes guidance’ | accepted the call of
the nation. Had | known that there was someone who opposed me, | would not have accepted.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘You cited a narration from the Prophet (MGB) stating ‘Indeed God would not let all my

nation unite on an issue that opposes guidance’. But wasn’t | one of the members of this nation or not?’

Abu Bakr said, ‘Yes, you were.’



Ali (MGB) added, ‘What about the others who opposed you such as Salman, Ammar, Abuzar, Al-

Migdad, Ibn Ebada and those of the Helpers (Ansar) who were with him?’
Abu Bakr said, ‘Yes. They were all members of the nation.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘Then how could you rely on that narration from the Prophet (MGB) and the like, while
you knew well that the people who opposed you were all of the great companions of the Prophet
(MGB)? They are recognized by the nation and have never neglected in wishing well for the cause of the
Prophet (MGB).’

Abu Bakr said, ‘I did not know at the beginning that they are opposed to me. Later on, after | took charge
of the affairs | realized that they are opposed to me. However, | feared that the people might turn back
from the religion if | resign. | thought that it would be easier to change your mind and bring you in line
with me, rather than have an outbreak of a civil war and some of the people return to atheism. | knew

that you are not any less interested in protecting the Muslims and their religion than | am.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘Fine. Can you tell me what attributes should the person who is worthy of the position of
Caliphate have?’
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Abu Bakr said, ‘He should be a well-wisher and loyal person, and he should not be unduly generous. He
should be polite, just, knowledgeable of the Book, the traditions and the Divine Decrees. He should
abstain from the world with little interest in it. He should take the rights of the oppressed from the

oppressors, whether they be his relatives or strangers.’

Then Abu Bakr remained silent.

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Do | possess these attributes or do you?’
Abu Bakr said, ‘O Abal-Hassan (Ali)! Certainly you possess them.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Was it | who accepted the Prophet’s invitation to
Islam before anyone else considered Islam or was it you who did this?” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was

you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Was it you who accepted God’s Prophet’s (MGB) call to Islam
before any other men or was it you?’” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Was it you who recited the Bara at Chapter (Declaration of
Immunity) for the pilgrims and the whole nation during the Hajj season, or was it you who did it?” Abu

Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘I swear to you by God! Was it | who sacrificed myself to protect the life of God’s Prophet
(MGB) when he (MGB) took refuge in a cave, or was it you who did it?” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was



)

you.

Ali (MGB) said, ‘I swear to you by God! Was it | who is the subject of the following verse regarding giving
my ring in charity ‘your real friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of)
believers,- those who establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in

worship)’34 or was it you?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was revealed regarding you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘I swear to you by God! Am | the Master of you and all the Muslims according to what

God’s Prophet (MGB) said on the Day of Qadir Khum, or you?” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘I swear to you by God! Am | the Prophet's vizier35 and do | have the same rank as
Aaron had to Moses (MGB) in relation to the Prophet (MGB), or do you have it?” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of

course for you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘I swear to you by God! Did the Prophet (MGB) take me, my family and my children out
for the imprecation of the Christian unbelievers, or did he take you and your family out for the
imprecation of the unbelievers?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’
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Then, Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Was the verse of purity from all abominations ‘... And God
only wishes to remove all abomination from you, ye members of the Family, and to make you pure and
spotless’36 revealed for me, my family and children, or was it revealed for you and your family?’” Abu

Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was revealed for you and the members of your family.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! On the Kasa assembly day did the Prophet
(MGB) supplicate for me, my family and my children and say, ‘O God! These are the members of my
Family! Please keep them far away from the fire’ or did he supplicate for you?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course
the Prophet (MGB) supplicated for you, your family and children.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Does the following Quranic verse refer to me
‘They perform (their) vows, and they fear a Day whose evil flies far and wide’37 or does it refer to you?’
Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it refers to you.’



Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Are you the knight about whom the following
was announced from the Heavens ‘There is no sword like Zulfagar and there is no true knight but Ali’, or

me?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it refers to you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person who missed his prayer
so the sun was returned for you to pray, and then it set, or was it me?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was

)

you.

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person to whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) handed his flag on the day of the Battle of the Trench and by whom God brought victory in that
Battle, or was | that person?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person who relieved the
Prophet’s sorrow by killing Amr ibn ‘Abd Wudd3s, or was | that person?’” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it

was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person whose leadership of the
genies God’s Prophet (MGB) acknowledged and the genies accepted it, or was | that person?’ Abu Bakr

said, ‘Of course, it was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person whose legitimacy the
Prophet praised from Adam to his own father by saying ‘Your lineage and mine starting from Adam to
Abdul Mutalib and are all the result of wedlock’, or was | that person?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was
you.’
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Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Was | the person who was chosen by God’s
Prophet (MGB) to whom he (MGB) married off his daughter Fatimah and said, ‘God married you off’, or

was it you?” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Am | the father of Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein
who are the two sweet basils of the Prophet (MGB) about whom he (MGB) said, ‘These two are the
Masters of the Youth in Paradise. Their father is better than them’, or are you?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of

course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Is the person who is adorned with two wings
with which he flies in Paradise along with the other angels your brother or my brother?” Abu Bakr said,
‘Of course he is your brother.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Was it | who pledged to pay off the Prophet’s
obligations and declared that during the Hajj pilgrimage season or was it you?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of

course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Was | the person about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) prayed to ‘O my Lord! Please send me your most beloved creature to share this bird with me’

when he (MGB) wanted to eat a roasted bird, or was it you?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Was | the person about whom the Prophet
(MGB) brought the good news of killing the perfidious party (Nakiseen), the deviators, and the
apostates39 according to the interpretations of the Quran, or was it you?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, it

was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Was it you who heard the last words of God’s
Prophet (MGB), performed his ritual ablutions (wuzu) for the dead, and buried him (MGB) or was it me?’

Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘I swear to you by God! Were you the person about whom God’s Prophet said, ‘Ali is the

best of the judges amongst you’, or did that refer to me?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Was | the person about whom the Prophet
(MGB) ordered his companions to call as the Commander of the Faithful during his own lifetime, or was
it you?” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you closer in ties of kinship to God’s
Prophet (MGB), or was 1?” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’
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Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person who gave a Dinar to the
Prophet (MGB) when he (MGB) needed it and Gabriel pledged allegiance to you? Were you the one
who kept the Prophet (MGB) and his family as guests, or was that me?’ Then Abu Bakr cried and said,
‘Of course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person whom the Prophet
(MGB) put on his shoulders to bring down and break the idols of the Ka’ba and could even extend his

hands to the heavens if he willed, or was it me?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the one about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “You are the one to uphold my flag in this world and the Hereafter’, or was it me?’ Abu Bakr

said, ‘Of course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the one whose door40 was left
open from the mosque when all the other doors of the companions of family members of the Prophet
were shut and the Prophet (MGB) allowed what God had allowed for him, or was it me?’ Abu Bakr said,
‘Of course, you.’

Ali (MGB) said, ‘I swear to you by God! Was it you who gave charity before having a private consultation
with God’s Prophet (MGB), or was it me? It was at that time that the Honorable the Exalted God blamed
a group of people and revealed the following verse, ‘Is it that ye are afraid of spending sums in charity
before your private consultation (with him)? If, then, ye do not so, and God forgives you, then (at least)
establish regular prayer; practise regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. And Allah is well-



acquainted with all that ye do.’41” Abu Bakr said, ‘Of course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O Abu Bakr! | swear to you by God! Were you the person about whom God’s
Prophet (MGB) explicitly referred to in what he (MGB) told Fatimah, ‘I married you off to the first person
to have believed and his faith is the most superior of all’, or did that refer to me?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Of
course, you.’

Then Ali (MGB) kept on mentioning the characteristics which the Honorable the Exalted God had given
to him and no one else and Abu Bakr kept on saying, ‘Of course, you.’

Abu Bakr said, ‘That is right. Such are the required characteristics for one to be in charge of the affairs of
the nation of Muhammad (MGB)!’

Then Ali (MGB) told him, ‘Then what fooled you so much that you turned away from God, His Prophet
(MGB) and His religion? You lack what those who abide by His religion need.’
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Then Abu Bakr cried and said, ‘O Abal-Hassan!. You are right. Give me today to think about my affairs
and what you said.” Then Ali (MGB) told him, ‘O Abu Bakr! Fine. Do as you wish.’

Then Abu Bakr left Ali’'s presence. He went home and closed the doors upon himself and did not let
anyone come in until night time. Umar kept walking amongst the people, since he had heard that Abu
Bakr and Ali had held a private meeting.

When Abu Bakr slept he dreamed of the Prophet (MGB) who was sitting in his own place. Abu Bakr
rushed to the Prophet (MGB) to greet him, but the Prophet (MGB) turned his face away from him. Abu
Bakr asked, ‘O Prophet of God! Have you issued any orders which | have not followed?’ God’s Prophet
(MGB) replied, ‘You want me to greet you back even though you act against God and His Prophet? And
even though you act against the one who is the friend of God and His Prophet? Return the right to its
possessor!” Abu Bakr asked, ‘Who is its possessor?’ The Prophet (MGB) answered, ‘It is the same
person who blamed you. It is Ali.” Abu Bakr said, ‘O Prophet of God! | shall entrust the Caliphate to him
according to your orders.’

Then when the morning came Abu Bakr cried and told Ali (MGB), ‘Give me your hand.” Then Abu Bakr



pledged allegiance to him and entrusted the Caliphate to him and told him (MGB), ‘I shall go to the
Prophet’s mosque, inform the people about the dream | had last night and tell them what was
exchanged between me and the Prophet (MGB) in my dream. | shall resign from the position of the

Caliphate in the presence of the people and submit the affairs to you.” Then Ali (MGB) told him, ‘Fine.’

Abu Bakr left while he was pale and ran into Umar who was looking for him. Umar told him, ‘O Caliph of
God’s Prophet! How are you?’ Then Abu Bakr informed him of what had been exchanged between him
and Ali (MGB). Then Umar said, ‘O Caliph of God’s Prophet (MGB)! | swear to you by God not to be
deceived by the Hashemites42 witchcraft! This is not the first time which they have used witchcraft.’
Umar kept tempting him until he changed his mind, gave up his decision, and became inclined to rule.
Umar forced him to return and keep his previous position. When Ali (MGB) went to the mosque at the
appointed time he (MGB) did not see either one of them and realized their wicked plans. Then he (MGB)
went and sat at the grave of God’s Prophet (MGB). Umar passed by and said, ‘O Ali! You will never get
what you want.” Thus, Ali (MGB) realized what he had done. He (MGB) got up and returned home.”
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Imam Ali’'s Arguments against the People on the Consultation

Day

22-31 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn
al-Walid - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-
Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the authority of Al-Hikam ibn Meskin al-Sagafy, on the authority of Abil
Jarud, Hisham Abi Sasan and Abi Tareq al-Suraj, on the authority of Amer ibn Vaselat, “On the day on
which the (Caliphate) council was set up, | was in the house in which the six-member council held a
gathering. | heard Ali (MGB) say, ‘The people established Abu Bakr as the Caliph while by God it was
my right to be in charge of the affairs and | was more deserving for that position than he was. Moreover,
Abu Bakr put Umar in charge of the Caliph while by God it was my right to be in charge of the affairs and
| was more deserving for that position than Umar was. Now Umar has placed me as the sixth member of
a six-member council without recognizing my nobility over them. If needed, | can bring arguments for
them which the Arabs, the non-Arabs, the ones who have pledged, and the atheists cannot deny and |

can change everything around with them.’

Then Ali (MGB) added, ‘I swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you43 who has accepted the
Unity of God before me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no. It was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet



(MGB) has said, ‘Your relationship to me is like that of Aaron’s relationship to Moses (MGB) except that

there will be no Prophets after me’ other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no. It was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you with whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) has shared his offering for the Lord of the Two Worlds other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.

It was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you to have gone to the Prophet
when upon receiving a roasted bird God’s Prophet (MGB) prayed to ‘O my Lord! Please send me your
most beloved creature to share this bird with me’, other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no. It was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said the following when Umar returned from Fort Khaybar and his companions called him a
coward and he called his companions cowards, since he had been defeated there, “Tomorrow | shall

give this flag to one who is not going to flee, whom God and God’s Prophet
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love, and he loves God and God’s Prophet. He shall not return until by God’s help he conquers the Fort.’
Indeed the next morning he (MGB) said, ‘Bring Ali (MGB) to me.” They told him (MGB), ‘O Prophet of
God! His eyes hurt so much that he cannot even wink.” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Bring him to me.’
When | went to see God’s Prophet (MGB), he spit his blessed saliva into my eyes and said, ‘O God!
Please cool its heat and heat its coolness.’” | swear by God that | have not had any more pains in my
eyes since then. | took the flag, and God defeated the atheists. Was that me, or someone other than
me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no. It was you.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has a brother like my
brother Ja’far who is adorned with two wings in Paradise with which he can go anywhere he wishes to?’

They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has an uncle like my
uncle Hamzih who is the Lion of God and God’s Prophet, and the Master of the Martyrs?’ They replied,
‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has offspring like mine
being Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein who are the (grand)children of God’s Prophet (MGB) and the Masters
of the Youth in Paradise?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has a wife like mine
being Fatimah - the daughter of God’s Prophet (MGB) who is a piece of the Prophet’s own flesh and
blood, and the Master of the Ladies in Paradise?” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘Whoever abandons you will abandon me. Whoever abandons me has indeed abandoned

God’, other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘The Walia clan44 must stop, else | shall dispatch a man towards them who is just like me
myself. Obeying him is like obeying me and disobeying him is like disobeying me. He shall kill them with
the sword!’, other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘If my love touches the heart of any Muslim, all his sins shall be wiped out by God. Whoever
loves me also loves you. Whoever thinks that he loves me, but dislikes you is telling a lie’, other than

me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’
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Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “You are my Caliph reigning over my family, children and all the Muslims in my absence.
Your enemy is my enemy and my enemy is indeed God’s enemy. Your friend is my friend and my friend

is God’s friend’, other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Mercy shall overtake whomever loves you and becomes your friend. Damnation shall



overtake whomever despises you and becomes your enemy’, other than me?’ On that occasion Ayesha
said, ‘O Prophet of God! Would you please pray for my father and | not to be amongst those who dislike
him and are his enemies?” Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Be quiet! If you and your father be amongst
those who love him and are his friends, then mercy shall overtake you. However, if you and your father
be amongst those who despise him and are his enemy, then damnation shall overtake you. Indeed you
and your father are wicked. Your father shall be the first one to usurp his rights and oppress him and you
shall be the first one to fight him.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘O Ali! You are my brother and | am your brother in this world and in the Hereafter. Your
house and my house will be facing each other in Paradise just like two brothers’ houses are’, other than

me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! ! Is there anyone amongst you other than me about whom
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Indeed God has allocated something to you and has honored you with
something. No deed is more loved by God than abstinence in this world. You shall not gain anything in
this world. Nothing in this world can get a hold of you either. Abstinence shall be the adornment of the
good-doers near the Honorable the Exalted God on the Resurrection Day. Then blessed be45 the ones
who love and acknowledge you. Woe be to the ones who despise and deny you.” They replied, ‘By God;

)

no.

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you whom God’s Prophet (MGB)
sent after water other than me? | went, filled up the water container, and put it on my back to carry it
back. On the way back a wind started to blow forcing me to turn back and sit down. Then | stood up.
Again a wind started to blow forcing me to turn back and sit down. Then | stood up again. Another wind
started to blow forcing me to turn back and sit down. Then | stood up and went to the Prophet (MGB)
and
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told him (MGB) what had happened. The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Gabriel informed me about this. The first
wind was Gabriel accompanied by one-thousand angels who greeted you. The second wind was
Michael46 accompanied by one-thousand angels who greeted you. The third wind was Isra’fil47
accompanied by one-thousand angels who greeted you.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you other than me about whom
Gabriel said, ‘O Muhammad! Do you see how Ali (MGB) cooperates?’ Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘He
is from me and | am from him.” Then Gabriel added, ‘And | am from you.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has the following honor
other than me? Once when | was recording down something for the Prophet of God (MGB), the Prophet
(MGB) closed his eyes. | thought that he was telling me things and | kept taking them down. However,
when the Prophet (MGB) woke up, he (MGB) asked me, ‘O Ali! Who dictated things for you up until this
point?’ | said, ‘O Prophet of God! It was you who dictated it to me.” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘No. It was
Gabriel who dictated it to you.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom the caller from
the Heavens has announced, ‘There is no sword like Zulfagar and there is no true knight but Ali’, other

than me? They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘If | were not afraid that the people would start to pick up the dirt under your feet and save it
for their progeny | would have said something about you and then everyone would pick some dirt up

from under your footsteps’ other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you other than me about whom
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Protect my house and do not let anyone come to me since the angels come
to visit me.” Then Umar came three times and | returned him telling him that the angels which are so



many in number are visiting God’s Prophet (MGB). Then | granted him permission to enter. Once he saw
the Prophet (MGB) he told him, ‘O Prophet of God! | came to visit you several times, but Ali (MGB) did
not let me in and said that you are having so many angels visit you. How could Ali (MGB) see the angels
and how did he know how many of them there were?’ Then the Prophet (MGB) faced me and asked, ‘O
Alit He
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is right! How did you know how many angels there were here?’ | replied, ‘I heard their various sounds
and counted their number based on their sound.” Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘You are right! You have
one of the traditions of my brother Jesus (MGB).” Then Umar left while he was repeatedly saying, ‘The
Prophet (MGB) considered him to be similar to the son of Mary (Jesus (MGB)).” Then the Honorable the

Exalted God revealed the following verses, ‘When (Jesus) the son of Mary is held up as an example,



behold, thy people raise a clamor thereat (in ridicule)!And they say, ‘Are our gods best, or he?’ This they
set forth to thee, only by way of disputation, yea, they are a contentious people. He was no more than a
servant, We granted Our favor to him, and We made him an example to the Children of Israel. And if it
were Our Will, We could make angels from amongst you, succeeding each other on the Earth.’48’ They
replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, Tooba49 is the name of a Heavenly tree which is rooted in Ali’s house. There are branches

of this tree in the homes of all the believers’ other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “You fight according to my tradition and compensate for my obligations’, other than me?’
They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you to whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘You will fight the perfidious party, the deviators, and the apostates50’ other than me?” They
replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has gone to God’s
Prophet (MGB) when the Prophet’s head was on Gabriel’s lap about whom Gabriel told the Prophet

(MGB), ‘Go to you cousin since he is closer to you than | am’ other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has had the opportunity
of holding the Prophet’s head on his lap (while the Prophet (MGB) was asleep) and not said the
afternoon prayers until sunset. Then when the Prophet (MGB) woke up and asked, ‘O Ali! Did you say
the afternoon prayer?’ and | replied, ‘No’ the Prophet (MGB) prayed and then the light of the sun

returned allowing me to say my prayer and then it set other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’
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Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you with the following honor.
When God’s Prophet (MGB) sent the Bara’'at Chapter (Declaration of Immunity) with Abu Bakr, the
Honorable the Exalted God sent Gabriel and said, ‘O Muhammad! No one but either you or someone
who is from your own family should propagate this chapter.’

Then God’s Prophet (MGB) sent me to take it from Abu Bakr. | went, took it from Abu Bakr and
propagated it. God has considered me to be of the Prophet’s family. Has anyone else amongst you

attained this nobility other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘You are the Divine Leader of whomever obeys me. You are the source of light for my
friends. You are the word to which the pious ones are accustomed’, other than me?’ They replied, ‘By

God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘Whoever likes to live as | live, die as | die, reside in Paradise which my Lord has promised
- the Paradise in which God has planted the trees with His own Hands - should love Ali ibn Abi Talib
(MGB) and his progeny who shall be the Divine Leaders and the Trustees to whom God grants my
knowledge and understanding. They shall not let you enter the gates of loss and shall not let you leave
the gates of guidance. You should not try to teach them their duties since they will be more
knowledgeable than you are. The truth shall be wherever they are’, other than me?’ They replied, ‘By
God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘It has been decreed and recorded that no one but believers shall love you and no one but

atheists shall detest you’ other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said something similar to what he (MGB) said about me, ‘On the Resurrection Day, those who



are your friends shall rise up from their graves and ride white camels with the fasteners of their saddles
being bright lights, and the roads will be paved for them. All difficulties will be eased for them. They shall
be granted immunity. They will have no sorrow until they reach the Threshold of the Merciful. A table
shall be spread out in front of them from which they can eat until the Reckoning ends. The people shall
be frightened while they will not. The people shall be sad while they will not.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’
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Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has the honor of being
married to Fatimah the way | was? As you know when Abu Bakr went to ask the Prophet (MGB) to allow
him to marry Fatimah (MGB), the Prophet (MGB) turned him down. Also when Umar went to ask the
Prophet (MGB) to allow him to marry Fatimah (MGB), the Prophet (MGB) turned him down. Then when |
asked the Prophet (MGB) to allow me to marry Fatimah (MGB), the Prophet (MGB) married her off to
me. Then both Abu Bakr and Umar went to see the Prophet (MGB) And said, ‘You did not marry her off
to us, but you married her off to him!” The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘I did not turn you down and | did not
marry her off to Ali. It was God who turned both of you down and married her off to Ali.” They replied, ‘By
God; no.’



Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Have you heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘All ties of
kinship and nationality will be cut off on the Resurrection Day except for ties of kinship with me and my
nation.” Which ties are better than mine and which nationality is better than mine? My father and the
Prophet’s father were brothers. My two (grand)sons of the Prophet Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein
(MGB) (the Masters of the Youth in Paradise) are my sons. Fatimah (MGB) who is the daughter of God’s
Prophet (MGB) and the Master of the Ladies in Paradise is my wife. Is there anyone amongst who with a
better nationality and ties of kinship than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you other than me about whom
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Indeed God created the people and has divided them up into two groups.
He has placed me in the better of the two groups. Then God divided up the people into several branches
and placed me in the best branch. Then He divided them up into many tribes and placed me in the best
tribe. Then He divided them up into many families and placed me in the best family. Then God chose me
and He chose Ali and Ja’far from my family and made me the best of the three. | was sleeping between
the two sons of Abi Talib (i.e. Ali and Ja’far) when Gabriel came along with an angel. The angel asked
Gabiriel, ‘“To which of the three have you been sent?’ Gabriel replied, ‘To that one.” Then Gabriel took my
hand and had me sit down.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you other than me whose door
(of his house) was left open from the mosque when all the other doors were shut. On that occasion
Abbas and Hamzah went to see God’s Prophet (MGB) and said, ‘You forced us out and let him stay in
the mosque?’ The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘I did not force you out and
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| did not let him stay. It was God who forced you out and let him stay. The Honorable the Exalted God
revealed the following to my brother Moses (MGB), ‘Prepare a pure mosque and house yourself, Aaron
and Aaron’s children in it.” The Honorable the Exalted God revealed the following to me too, ‘Prepare a

pure mosqgue and house yourself, Ali and Ali’s children in it.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ‘The truth is with Ali (MGB) and Ali (MGB) is with the truth. These Two will be inseparable

until they come to me at the Heavenly Pool’, other than me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who protected the life of
God’s Prophet (MGB) with his own life when the polytheists came and wanted to kill the Prophet (MGB)
other than me? | slept in his bed and God’s Prophet (MGB) went to the cave of Sowr. When the
polytheists came to his house, they suspected that | was Muhammad (MGB). They woke me up from
sleep and asked, ‘What happened to your cousin?’ | said, ‘I do not know.” They beat me up to the point
of death.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) said what he (MGB) said about me as follows, ‘Indeed God has ordered me about the Mastery of
Ali. His Mastery is the same as my Mastery. My Mastery is the same as the Mastery of my Lord! This is
a covenant which my Lord has made with me and has made me responsible to declare it to you? Did
you hear it?” The people said, ‘Yes, we heard that.” Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘However, there are
those amongst you who say ‘we heard’ with his tongue, but carried the people on his shoulders and acts
out of enmity with Ali.” The people said, ‘O Prophet of God! Please introduce them to us.” The Prophet
(MGB) replied, ‘Indeed my Lord has ordered me to turn away from them due to what is destined and

each one of you should suffice with what truly goes on in your hearts.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who killed nine of the
champions of the Abduldar clan?51 Then their slave Sawab al-Habashi went to the field and yelled, ‘I
swear by God that | shall kill Muhammad in revenge for the blood of my masters.” Water was running out
of his mouth and his eyes looked like two bowls filled with blood due to anger. Everyone was scared of
him and stayed back. | went in front of him. He was as tall as a castle. There were two strikes of swords
exchanged between the two of us and | cut him up into two pieces from his belly. The lower half of his
body was still standing on his two feet, and all the Muslims were looking on and laughing at him.” They

replied, ‘By God; no.’
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Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has killed as many
polytheists from the Quraysh as | have?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who went to fight with Amr
ibn ‘Abd Wudd52 when he came into the field and challenged someone to fight with other than me? You
were all scared. It was | who stood up. God’s Prophet (MGB) asked me, ‘Where are you going?’ |
replied, ‘To fight this corrupt person!” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘This is Amr ibn ‘Abd Wudd!’ | said, ‘O
Prophet of God! If he is Amr ibn ‘Abd Wudd, | am Ali ibn Abi Talib.” The Prophet (MGB) said the same
thing to me again. | gave him (MGB) the same response. Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Go in the name
of God!” Once | went there and approached him, he asked me, ‘Who are you?’ | said, ‘l am Ali ibn Abi
Talib!” He said, ‘O cousin! You are a noble fighter. Please return! | was friends with your father and | was
his companion. | do not like to kill you.’ | told him, ‘O Amr! You have made a covenant with god to honor
one of three proposals presented to you by anyone.” Amr said, ‘Go ahead and propose!’ | said, ‘Bear
witness that there is no god but God, Muhammad is God’s Prophet and confess to what he has brought

to us from God.” Amr said, ‘Present your second proposal.’ | said, ‘Return to your own house.” Amr said,



‘By God, the women of Quraysh are going to say that | was scared and ran away from the battlefield.’
Then | said, ‘Get off your horse and let’s fight.” He accepted this proposal and got off his horse. We
started to fight and two strikes were exchanged between us. His strike ruptured my armor and his sword
reached my head, but | chopped off his legs with my strike. God had him killed by my hands. Is there
anyone amongst you to have done this?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who dared to face Marhab
when he stepped forward and said, ‘l am he whose mother has named him Marhab. | am a well-
experienced champion - armed from head to foot. | attack, sometimes with the spear and sometimes
with the sword,” other than me? He struck me and | struck him. On his head was a covering carved from
stone, since his head was so big that his helmet did not fit his head. | split open this covering and my
sword hit his head killing him. Is there anyone amongst you who has performed such a feat?” They
replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God revealed
the following known as the verse of purity upon His Prophet (MGB), ‘... And God only wishes to remove

all abomination from
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you, ye members of the Family, and to make you pure and spotless’53 and then, the Prophet (MGB) took
his cloak and covered me under it along with Fatimah (MGB), Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein (MGB)
and said, ‘O my Lord! These are the members of my Family. Please remove all abomination from them

and make them pure and spotless.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom the Prophet
said, ‘Il am the Master of all the Children of Adam. O Ali! You are the Master of the Arabs’ other than

me?’ They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you who has been the subject of
the following. Once when God’s Prophet (MGB) was looking at the sky when he was in the mosque, he
(MGB) saw that they were bringing something. Then he (MGB) saw that they were bringing something
there. He rushed to that direction. His companions reached there after him. There were four black
fellows who were carrying a coffin. The Prophet (MGB) told them, ‘Put it down.” They put the coffin on
the ground. The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Open it up.” They opened it up. There was a black slave in the
coffin who had iron chains on his neck. God’s Prophet (MGB) asked, ‘Who is this?’ They answered, ‘He
is a wicked and corrupt slave of the Riyaheen who has fled. We have been ordered to bury him with
these chains on his neck as you can see.’ | looked at him and said, ‘O Prophet of God (MGB)!
Whenever he saw me he said, ‘| swear by God that | love you. | swear by God that only believers love
you and only atheists detest you.” God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! He has attained such a great
reward from God just due to this belief that now seventy different tribes of angels each of which has
one-thousand branches are praying over his corpse.” God’s Prophet (MGB) opened up the chains from
around his neck, prayed over his corpse and buried him.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom God’s Prophet
(MGB) has said about me, ‘Last night | was granted permission to supplicate. My Lord granted to me
everything which | asked for. | asked God to grant you whatever | asked Him to grant me.” Then | said,
‘Praise be to God.” They replied, ‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Do you know that after God’s Prophet (MGB) dispatched
Khalid ibn al-Walid to the Jadhimah clan and he did to them what he did,54 God’s Prophet (MGB)
climbed up the pulpit and said the following thrice, ‘O my Lord! | am disgusted with what Khalid ibn al-
Walid did.” Then he (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! You go.” Then | went and gave
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them compensation, and asked them by God to tell me if there was anything else to be compensated
for? They said, ‘Yes. Since you asked us by God to tell you, the compensation for the dishes for our
dogs and the knee-caps for our camels is still left.” Then | gave them compensation for that, too. | also
gave them a lot of gold which | had and told them, ‘This is expiation from God’s Prophet (MGB) to
compensate for whatever you know or do not know and for any fears that your women and children may
have experienced.” Then | returned to God’s Prophet (MGB) and informed him (MGB) of what | had
done. The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘I swear by God that | am more pleased of what you have done than
red-haired camels.55” They replied, ‘By God. Yes.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Did you hear God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! They had
my nation march in front of me last night. Once those who carry the flags passed by me, | prayed to God

to forgive you and your followers.” They replied, ‘By God. Yes.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘Il swear to you by God! Did you hear God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Abu Bakr! Go
and chop off the neck of the person who is in such and such place.” Then when Abu Bakr returned, the
Prophet (MGB) asked him, ‘Did you kill him?” Abu Bakr replied, ‘No. | found him praying.” Then the
Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Umar! Go and kill him.” Then when Umar returned the Prophet (MGB) asked
him, ‘Did you kill him?’ Umar replied, ‘No. | found him praying.” Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘| ordered
you to kill him and you come back telling me that you found him praying?’

Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Go and kill him.” Once | started to go, the Prophet (MGB) told me,
‘Kill him if you find him there.” Once | returned | said, O Prophet of God (MGB)! | did not find anyone
there.” Then the Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Would you have killed him if you found him there?” They replied,



‘By God. Yes.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Is there anyone amongst you about whom the Prophet
(MGB) said, “Your friends are in Paradise and your enemies are in Hell’, other than me?’ They replied,
‘By God; no.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘| swear to you by God! Do you know that Ayesha told God’s Prophet (MGB),
‘Ibrahim (the son of Mariya al-Qabiti) is not your son. He is the son of so and so Al-Qabti.” The Prophet
(MGB) told me, ‘O Alit Go and kill him!” Then | asked God’s Prophet (MGB), ‘Are you sending me there
as a heated iron to execute this decree as soon as | get there, or do you want me to discover the truth?’
The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘No. Go and discover the truth.” Then | went after that Al-Qabti man. Once
he saw me, he ran away into a garden. | followed him into the garden. Then he climbed
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up a date palm tree. | pursued him to the top of the tree. Once he realized that | was chasing him, he
took off his under shorts and | noticed that he had been totally castrated. Then | returned and told the
Prophet about it. The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Thanks God for removing this accusation from the
Household.” Wasn't it done by me?’ They replied, ‘By God. Yes.’

Then Ali (MGB) said, ‘O God! Please be a witness to this.”

1. The Holy Quran: Al-Nisaa 4:92.

2. If a man divorces his wife with the pagan statement, “You are my mother,” he has gone about it in the wrong way. She
cannot be your mother.

3. The Holy Quran: Mujadila 58:3-4.

4. The Holy Quran: Al-Ma’ida 5:89.

5. The Holy Quran: Baqgara 2:196.

6. If one who is in the state of ritual consecration (a Muhrim) is forced to shave his head during the state of Inram because
of scalp illness or severe headache, he can do so provided that he should in compensation, either fast, or feed the poor, or
offer sacrifice. Thus, according to the explanation of the Prophet, the Muhrim has to fast three days, offer a sacrifice to the
poor, or feed six separate poor people. If, due to reasons of health, one is obliged to wear sewn or tightly tailored clothing
for fear of cold or heat, he has to observe the rules followed by the Muhrim who suffers from scalp disease. Thus he is to
fast three days, offer a sacrifice, or feed six different poor persons.

7. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:196.

8. The Holy Quran: Maida 5:95.

9. Imam Al-Reza (MGB) said, “One As-Sa equals six Medina Artals and nine Iraqi Artals. It equals 1,170 Durhams.”[Uyun
Akhbar Al-Reza, Tradition No. 28-68]

10. The 11th, 12th and 13th of Dhul-Hijja are called the days of Tashrig.

11. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:184.

12. The Holy Quran: Naziat 79:24.

13. The Holy Quran: Qasas 28:38.

14. The Holy Quran: Yunus 10:89.

15. The Holy Quran: Naziat 79:24.

16. See footnote for 1-21.

17. Anas ibn Malik ibn Nadar al-Khazraji was a well-known companion of the Prophet Muhammad (MGB). He was an
Ansar of the Khazraj clan. He was born to Umm Sulayem (of the Najjar clan) and Malik ibn Nadr. After the father of Anas
died as a non-Muslim, his mother remarried a new convert called Abu Talha, and Anas ibn Malik received a step-brother,
Abdullah ibn Abu Talha. He had been presented to the Prophet Muhammad (MGB) by his mother at an early age.

18. Same as Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Hisham al-Mo’adab.

19. An obsolete unit of length. In order to get a feeling for it, you can find a male adult of roughly average size. Measure the
distance from his shoulder to his wrist. You should find that it is about 22—23 inches (56—58 cm). That’s one of the oldest
ways to define an ell, once the usual measure in large parts of Europe for textiles such as woolen cloth. It was considered
to be roughly equal to six hand-breadths - a hand was 4 inches, a unit still used for measuring the heights of horses, which
would make an ell about 24 inches. In Old English, ell meant the arm, so that the elbow is the arm bend. There was even
an saying ‘give him an inch and he will take an ell’; when the ell was replaced by the yard, the saying changed, too.

20. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

21. Elephantiasis is a form of leprosy that pervaded throughout Europe in the latter part of the Middle Ages. It is a certain
disease, arising from the spreading of the black bile throughout the whole person, so that it corrupts the temperament of the
body members, and the external conditions thereof; and sometimes in the dissundering, or corrosion of the body members

and their falling off, in consequence of ulceration, so called because it dissunders the flesh, and causes it to fall off; or



because the fingers, or toes become cut-off. It is a cracking of the skin, and a dissundering and gradual falling off of the
flesh. However, leprosy is a well-known disease, which is a whiteness incident in the skin, which appears upon the exterior
of the body, by reason of a corrupt state of constitution.

22. In some versions we read ‘who reach seventy years of age.’

23. Death.

24. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

25. Elephantiasis is a form of leprosy that pervaded throughout Europe in the latter part of the Middle Ages. It is a certain
disease, arising from the spreading of the black bile throughout the whole person, so that it corrupts the temperament of the
body members, and the external conditions thereof; and sometimes in the dissundering, or corrosion of the body members
and their falling off, in consequence of ulceration, so called because it dissunders the flesh, and causes it to fall off; or
because the fingers, or toes become cut-off. It is a cracking of the skin, and a dissundering and gradual falling off of the
flesh. However, leprosy is a well-known disease, which is a whiteness incident in the skin, which appears upon the exterior
of the body, by reason of a corrupt state of constitution.

26. He seems to be Ali ibn al-Hassan al-Tatari.

27. Or Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Ramh ibn al-Muhajir al-Tajibi al-Misry.

28. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

29. Elephantiasis is a form of leprosy that pervaded throughout Europe in the latter part of the Middle Ages. It is a certain
disease, arising from the spreading of the black bile throughout the whole person, so that it corrupts the temperament of the
body members, and the external conditions thereof; and sometimes in the dissundering, or corrosion of the body members
and their falling off, in consequence of ulceration, so called because it dissunders the flesh, and causes it to fall off; or
because the fingers, or toes become cut-off. It is a cracking of the skin, and a dissundering and gradual falling off of the
flesh. However, leprosy is a well-known disease, which is a whiteness incident in the skin, which appears upon the exterior
of the body, by reason of a corrupt state of constitution.

30. Who is Ibrahim ibn al-Monzar ibn Abdullah ibn Haza'am al-Asadi al-Haza'ami.

31. See footnote for 1-103.

32. Vitiligo or leukoderma is a chronic skin condition that causes loss of pigment, resulting in irregular pale patches of skin.
The precise cause of vitiligo is complex and not fully understood. The population incidence worldwide is considered to be
between 1% and 2% (0.74% in the United States).

33. He is Abu Yahya al-Mousily.

34. The Holy Quran: Al-Ma’ida 5:55.

35. Minister

36. The Holy Quran: Al-Ahzab 33:33.

37. The Holy Quran: Al-Insan 76:7.

38. At the Battle of the Trench

39. The perfidious party refers to those in the Battle of Jamal. The deviators refers to those who were from Syria and were
associated with Muaviyah and the apostates refers to the Kharajites from Nahravan who were followers of Imam Ali (MGB),
but left him and became his enemies.

40. Of his house

41. The Holy Quran: Mujadila 58: 13.

42. Hashemite is the Latin version of the Arabic Hashemi and traditionally refers to those belonging to the Bani Hashim, or
“clan of Hashim", a clan within the larger Quraysh tribe.

43. He (MGB) was referring to the members of the council being Zubayr, Talha, Uthman, Abdul Rahman ibn Oaf and Sa’d
ibn Vagas.

44. The Jewish Kindites in Yemen.



45. In the Arabic text, the word Tooba is used which is translated to mean "blessedness" here. Tooba is the name of a
Heavenly tree which is rooted in the Prophet's (MGB) house. There are branches of this tree in the homes of the believers.
These branches will yield whatever you desire. The branches are so extensive that if someone races under them with a fast
riding horse for even one-hundred years, he will not leave the shade of this branch. If a crow starts from the base of the
tree and tries to fly towards the top, it can never reach there until it gets old. So beware, and try to attain this boundless
blessing. Indeed a believer is busy doing his work, and the people are safe from him. When the night comes, he will fall
prostrate in God's Worship. He will ask God who has created him to save him from the Fire of Hell. So beware and try to be
like this."

46. Michael is one of the angels as we read in the Quran, ‘Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and apostles, to
Gabriel and Michael,- Lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith.[The Holy Quran: Al-Bagara 2:98]

47. 1t is a fundamental belief of Muslims that one day this universe will perish on the Doomed Day when the Angel Israffil
will blow the trumpet. Its sound will be so frightening and intense that it's shock will kill every living thing and every material
will be shattered and destroyed. That day all human beings and living souls shall die; the entire universe will perish. On that
day, the mountains will fly like cotton flakes, and the planets and stars etc. will disintegrate and fall down. The Day of
Judgement is sure to come.

48. The Holy Quran: Zukhruf 43:57-59.

49. In Arabic, the word Tooba is usually translated to mean ‘blessedness.” However, Tooba is the name of a Heavenly tree
which is rooted in the Prophet’s (MGB) house. There are branches of this tree in the homes of the believers. These
branches will yield whatever you desire. The branches are so extensive that if someone races under them with a fast riding
horse for even one-hundred years, he will not leave the shade of this branch. If a crow starts from the base of the tree and
tries to fly towards the top, it can never reach there until it gets old. In this narration the Prophet (MGB) has said that it is
rooted in Ali’s house in Paradise.

50. The perfidious party refers to those in the Battle of Jamal. The deviators refers to those who were from Syria and were
associated with Muaviyah and the apostates refers to the Kharajites from Nahravan who were followers of Imam Ali (MGB),
but left him and became his enemies.

51. In the Battle of Uhud

52. At the Battle of the Trench (Khandaq)

53. The Holy Quran: Al-Ahzab 33:33.

54. When Khalid ibn al-Walid led an expedition against the Jadhimah clan, he persuaded them to disarm by acknowledging
that they had become Muslims, and then killed some of them. When Muhammad heard of this, he declared to God that he
was innocent of what Khalid had done, and sent 'Ali ibn Abi Talib to pay the survivors’ compensation (blood-money).

55. Implying the best worldly possessions.
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