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Part 24: On Seventy and Above-Numbered

Characteristics

Imam Ali Has Seventy Characteristics which None Have

24-1 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Senani, Ali ibn Musa al-Dag’'gagq, al-
Hussein ibn Ibrahim ibn Hisham al-Mokattib1 and Ali ibn Abdullah al-Warraq - may God be pleased

with them
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- narrated that Abul-Ab’bas Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Zakaria al-Qat’tan quoted on the authority of Bakr ibn
Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of Tamim ibn Buhlool, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Hakeem, on
the authority of Soor ibn Yazid, on the authority of Makhul, “The Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abi
Talib (MGB) said, ‘Indeed those companions of the Prophet who know the whole Quran by heart alll
know that there is no one amongst them who has any virtues which | do not have, or | may even be
surpass him in that respect. However, | have seventy virtues which none of them has.’

| asked, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! Please inform me about those virtues.” Then Ali (MGB) said,

“1- | never associated any partners with God - even for a twinkling of an eye. | never worshipped Lat
and Uzza.2

2- | never drank any alcohol.

3- | have been with God’s Prophet since my childhood when God’s Prophet (MGB) asked my father to
become my guardian. From then on | have been with him, eaten and drank with him, associated and
talked with him.

4- | am the first person to believe in and submit to Islam.

5- God’s Prophet (MGB) told me, ‘O Ali! Your relationship to me is like that of Aaron’s relationship to
Moses (MGB) except that there will be no Prophets after me.’

6- | was the last person who separated from God’s Prophet (MGB) and placed him in his grave.

7- When God’s Prophet (MGB) wanted to go to the cave of Sowr, he put me to sleep in his own bed and
covered me up with his blanket. When the polytheists came to his house, they suspected that | was
Muhammad (MGB). They woke me up from sleep and asked, ‘What happened to your friend?’ | said, ‘He
(MGB) went to take care of something.” They said, ‘If he had escaped, then Ali would have escaped

along with him.’

8- God’s Prophet (MGB) taught me one-thousand gates of knowledge each of which opens up to one-
thousand other gates.



9- God’s Prophet (MGB) told me, ‘When the Honorable the Exalted God resurrects the first up to the last
of the people on the Resurrection day, He will install a pulpit for me above that of all the other Prophets

and install a pulpit for you above that of all other Trustees. Then you shall climb up it.

10- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! | have not been given anything in the Hereafter unless |
asked for the like of it for you.’

1l ca ol e o S Ui 1 Ul LS5 o s o woa ] puliall gl Lt 11516 g alll o,
o sle e gall ual J 1l JsaSa e i ot 585 08 S o larkis Wiaa 10 s slas 0 puad lis
d Jay pd Gl il g ale alll (Lo same il Olanal e o slidatuall (e adl adlall dile il
o ls cutagall il b sl (oo aal lpd Sy of 2udie o sapu s iliny L S u6 a8 Y] Ludie
aduall dyle JUES copqe

3ally ol el (15 oo aiph il il I T I aggie ol o

L peall oyl (I gl 2atilly,

Ledbasls ilaul Gulall Sl gif 2asll1s.

Gan i ¥ 4l Y] pwse e sola siay e el e s 1 U Ty e alll Los atll gy of 2ol

diyin & sy Wl J s lage Golill HAT S gl zusbully.

ela Lol onyu dlauw HGIN 1 iad s bl e dolif dly aule alll s atll Jsuny of 2asluadls
ol lllas dials 3 cuad seltd Selialin Jad b llliy gbaals dly aule atll Lin hianse gils oS il
e s gl e 8.

I3 day o5 ol Al Ol S iy plall e ol AT iale Ay aule atll (Lo alll Jsu,y ol aialill Lol
L“;J.!.é.l.\ai.



o i aa s ol s e alll udia 13 e W' ) JU s ale atll JLis atll J s, ol daslall Lol
le 83518 cupam sl yilis 358 siin el cnaiy (ol yilis 358 Huie.”

aio ol b V1 el 3 el ¥ o U :gsts alls dde atll Lin atll gy crnon gl 8 ,iblalt Lels."

11- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! You are my brother and | am your brother. Your hand is in

my hand until you enter Paradise.’

12- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! Your similitude in my nation is like that of Noah’s Ark
which whoever boarded was rescued, and anyone who did not was drowned.’

13- God’s Prophet (MGB) fastened his blessed turban with his own blessed hands on my head. He also

prayed for my victory over God’s enemies and thus | was able to defeat them with God’s Permission.

14- Once God’s Prophet (MGB) told me to touch the dried nipples of a calf so that it may give some
milk. | told him (MGB), ‘O Prophet of God! It would be better if you do it.” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali!
What you do is just like what | do.” Then | touched its nipple and it gave some milk. | gave some milk to
God’s Prophet (MGB). Then an old woman came and lamented from thirst. | gave her some milk to
drink. God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘I asked the Blessed the Sublime God to bless your hand and he

accepted my supplication.’

15- God’s Prophet (MGB) made me his Trustee and told me, ‘O Ali! No one but you can perform the
ablutions for the burial for me. No one but you can see my genitals. Should anyone else see them, their

eyes will come out of their eye-sockets.’

| asked, ‘O Prophet of God! How can | turn you around by myself?” The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘You will
be assisted by the invisible.” | swear by God that whenever | wished to turn one part around (during the
ablutions for the deceased), it turned around by itself.

16- When | wanted to undress the Prophet’s corpse to perform the ritual ablutions (wuzu) for the
deceased for the Prophet (MGB), there came a voice which announced, ‘O Muhammad'’s Trustee! Do
not undress him. Perform the ritual ablutions (wuzu) with his clothes on.” Thus, | performed the ritual
ablutions (wuzu) for him from over his clothing. | swear to God who honored him with Prophethood that |
did not see his private parts. Thus, God made me especial in this regard amongst the Prophet’s

companions.

17- Even though Abu Bakr and Umar had asked for Fatimah (MGB) to be married to them, the
Honorable the Exalted God married her to me from above the seventh heaven. God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, ‘O Ali! May this blessing be pleasant for you. The Honorable the Exalted God has married Fatimah

(MGB) who is the Master of Women in Paradise and of my own flesh and blood to you.” Then | asked, ‘O



Prophet of God! Am | not of your flesh and blood, too?” The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘O Ali! Yes you are
from me and | am from you just like the right hand and the left hand. | am not independent of you in this

world and the Hereafter.’
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18- God'’s Prophet (MGB) told me, ‘O Ali! You will be the one carrying the flag called Leva u/-Hamd’3 in
the Hereafter. You will be the one sitting closest to me on the Resurrection Day. They will spread a seat

for me and a seat for you. | will be amongst the Prophets and you will be amongst the Trustees. They



will put a crown of light and nobility on your head. Seventy-thousand angels will surround you until the
Honorable the Exalted God finishes the Reckoning of the creatures. You will be the first man whose
grave will be split apart (for the Resurrection) along with me. You will be the first one to stop on the
Bridge (of A/-Sirat)4 with me. You will be the first one to be dressed when they dress, and brought back
to life when they bring back to life. You will be the first one to reside with me in the uppermost Heaven.
You will be the first one to drink the sealed drink of Paradise with me which is sealed by musk.’

19- God’s Prophet (MGB) told me, “You will fight with the perfidious party, the deviators, and the
apostatess in the near future. For everyone of them who fights with you, you shall intercede on behalf of
100,000 of your followers.” | asked, ‘O Prophet of God! Who are in the perfidious party?” The Prophet
(MGB) replied, ‘They are Talha and Zubayr who pledge allegiance to you in Hijaz, but breach it in Irag.
When they do that, you should fight them until the residents of the Earth get rid of them.’ | asked, ‘Who
are the deviators?’ The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘Muawiyah and his companions.’ | asked, ‘Who are the
apostates?6’ The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘They will be the companions of Zil-Sadiyeh who will run away
from the religion as a bow runs away from an arrow. You should kill them since that would constitute a
relief for the residents of the Earth, an abrupt chastisement for them and a savings for you near the

Honorable the Exalted God for the Resurrection Day.’

20- | heard from the God’s Prophet (MGB) who said, “Your similitude in my nation is like that of the door
of Hetteh amongst the Children of Israel. Whoever enters into friendship with you, it is as if he has
entered the gate which the Honorable the Exalted God has ordered (people) to enter.’

21- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘| am the city of knowledge, and Ali is its portal. Whoever wishes
to gain knowledge should go through that portal.” Then he (MGB) added, ‘O Alit Soon you will observe

my promise and fight in the same manner as | do, but my nation will disagree with you.’

22- | heard God's Prophet (MGB) say, ‘The Blessed the Sublime God has created my two
(grand)children Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein (MGB) from a light which he has induced into you and
Fatimah. They shine just like two earrings that shake in the ear while hanging from the ears. Their
brightness is seventy times that of the brightness of martyrs. O Ali! Indeed the Honorable the Exalted
God has given promised me to honor them such as He has never honored anyone else except for the

Messengers and the Prophets.’
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23- God’s Prophet (MGB) gave me his ring, armor and sword-belt in his lifetime and fastened his sword
to my waist himself when all his companions and my uncle Abbas were present. Thus, the Honorable

the Exalted God has made me especial in this respect, and not them.

24- When the Honorable the Exalted God revealed the following verse, ‘O ye who believe! When ye
consult the Messenger in private, spend something in charity before your private consultation..” 7 | had a
gold coin. | sold it for ten Dirhams and gave it away in charity before my private consultation with God’s
Prophet (MGB). | swear by God that none of the companions of the Prophet (MGB) did that either before
or after me. Then the Honorable the Exalted God revealed the following verse to the Prophet, 7s it that
ye are afraid of spending sums in charity before your private consultation (with him)? If, then, ye do not
so, and God forgives you, then (at least) establish regular prayer; practise reqular charity; and obey God
and His Apostle. And God is well-acquainted with all that ye do.’ 8 Is it not that ‘and God forgives you’
refers to a sin committed for which God forgives them.

25- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘Paradise is forbidden for the Prophets to enter before | enter it,
and it is forbidden upon the Trustees to enter before you enter it. O Ali! The Blessed the Sublime God
has given me glad tidings about you which He has not given to any of the Prophets who came before
me. He has given me glad tidings that you will be the Master of the Trustees and your two sons Al-
Hassan and Al-Hussein (MGB) will be the two Masters of the Youth in Paradise on the Resurrection



)

Day.

26- My brother Ja’far will be adorned with two wings made of pearl, ruby and chrysolite and fly along

with the angels in Paradise.9

27- My uncle Hamzih will be the Master of the Martyrs in Paradise.

28- God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘The Blessed the Sublime God has given me a promise about you which

will be fulfilled. God has established me as a Prophet and has established you as a Trustee. Soon you

shall experience from my nation the same treatment which Moses (MGB) experienced from Pharaoh.

However, be patient and consider it to be from God until you see me again. | am the friend of your

friends and | consider your enemies to be my enemies.’

29- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! You are the Owner of the Heavenly Pool10. No

one else will own it. Then some people will come to you and ask for water. You will turn them down and

say that there is not even a sip of water. They will return with a black face. Then my followers and yours

will enter. You will say, ‘return while satiated with water.” They will return with a white face.’
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30- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘My nation will be resurrected and become united on the
Resurrection Day with five flags. The first flag which will come will be the flag of Muawiyah who is the
Pharaoh of my nation. The second flag will be that of Amr ibn al-A'as who is the Sameri11 of the nation.
The third flag will be that of Abu Musa Ash’ari who is like the Catholic Archbishop (A/-Jaseliq) of this
nation. The fourth flag will be that of Abil A'oar al-Salmy. Yours will be the fifth flag under which all the
believers will be gathered while you are their Leader. Then the Blessed the Sublime will tell those four
groups: ‘Turn back and seek brightness.” Then a wall will be erected in front of them which has a door.
In it there is mercy who are my friends and followers. Then those who fought me along with the
Kharajites 12, those who broke their pledge and the people misled from the straight path will knock at that
door - that is the door of mercy being my followers. They will cry out, ‘Were we not we with you?” They
will reply, ‘Yes, you were. However, you deceived yourselves, you were hindered, you doubted and
worldly aspirations deceived you until God's order (i.e. death) arrived and pride (i.e. Satan) deceived
you. Today nothing will be accepted of you as recompense.’ Nothing will be accepted of those who
rejected faith, either. Your place shall be in the Fire. It will be the place you shall turn to. What a bad
destiny that is! Then my nation and my followers will come to drink and they get satiated from
Muhammad's (MGB) Heavenly Pool13. A cane will be in my hand made of boxthorn14 wood with which |

drive God's enemies away just as people push others’ camels away from drinking water.

31- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, “Were it not from the fear of what the Boasters15 might
say about you similar to what the Christians say about Jesus - the son of Mary (MGB), | would have
expressed one of your virtues and then anyone who passed by you would take a piece of the dirt from
under your feet for healing.”

32- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, “The Blessed the Sublime God helped me regarding fear

of enemies. | asked God to help you in the same way in this regard.”

33- God’s Prophet (MGB) put his head to my ear and taught me whatever has been and whatever there
will be up until the Resurrection Day. The Honorable the Exalted God has let me hear this from His
Prophet’s (MGB) tongue.

34- When the Christians challenged the Prophet (MGB), the Honorable the Exalted God revealed the
following in this regard, ‘If anyone disputes in this matter with thee, now after (full) knowledge Hath come



to thee, say:
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'‘Come! let us gather together,- our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and
yourselves: Then let us earnestly pray, and invoke the curse of Allah on those who lie!’16 Here
‘ourselves’ referred to God’s Prophet (MGB) himself, ‘our women’ referred to Fatimah (MGB), ‘our sons’
referred to Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein (MGB). Then the Christians felt sorry and asked God’s
Prophet (MGB) to forgive them and he (MGB) forgave them. | swear by Him who revealed the Torah to
Moses (MGB), and the Quran to Muhammad (MGB) that they would have all been transmuted into

monkeys and pigs, if they had engaged in invocation with us.”

35- At the Battle of Badr God’s Prophet (MGB) sent me to bring him a handful of pebbles. | held the
pebbles and smelled them They smelled like musk. | gave them to the Prophet (MGB). He (MGB) took



them and threw them at the atheists. Four of them were from Paradise. One was from the East. One
was from the West. And another one was from beneath the Throne. There were one-hundred thousand
angels who accompanied each of them to assist us. The Honorable the Exalted God has not honored

anyone else with this either before or after that day.

36- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! Woe to your murderer! He is more miserable than
Nimrood, more wretched than those who ham-strung the she-camel17. The Throne of God the Merciful
will be shaken up due to your murder. O Ali! | give you glad tidings that you are going to be amongst the

sincere friends, martyrs and good-doers.’

37- The Blessed the Sublime God has chosen me amongst the companions of Muhammad (MGB) to
know the abrogated and the abolished; the firm and the dubious; and the especial and the general rules.
This is an honor granted by God to me and His Prophet (MGB). God’s Prophet (MGB) told me, ‘O Ali!
The Honorable the Exalted God has ordered me to make you near to myself and not to keep you at a
distance from me, to teach you and not to speak harshly with you. It is incumbent upon me to obey my

Lord and it is incumbent upon you to guard what you learn.’

38- God’s Prophet (MGB) chose me for a battle, made supplications for me and made me informed
about the affairs that would follow after him. Some of his companions felt bad about this and said, ‘If
Muhammad had the power he would even establish his cousin as a Prophet.” The Honorable the Exalted

God honored me by informing me of this issue from the Prophet's tongue.

39- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘Whoever thinks that he loves me but he dislikes Ali is
lying. My love and Ali’s love will not be united except in a believer’s heart. O Ali! Indeed the Honorable
the Exalted God has established those who love me and you as the first people in Paradise. God has
also established those who hate me and you as the first group of my nation who will be in Hell.’
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40- In one of the battles, God’s Prophet (MGB) sent me after water to a well, but it had no water in it. |
returned and reported that to him. He (MGB) asked, ‘Does it have any mud?’ | replied, ‘Yes.” The
Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Just bring some of its mud.” Then | brought some mud from the well. The Prophet
(MGB) said something to the mud and told me to dump it in the middle of a well. | threw the mud in the
well. Suddenly water gushed out from the Earth and the well filled up. | went to the Prophet (MGB) and
informed him about what had happened. The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! You succeeded and the water
gushed out due to your blessing. This was an especial honor for me and no other one amongst the
companions of the Prophet (MGB).

41- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! | give you the glad tidings that Gabriel (MGB)
came to me and said, ‘O Muhammad! Indeed the Blessed the Sublime God looked favorably upon your
companions and considered your cousin and the husband of your daughter Fatimah to be the best of

your companions. God established him as your Trustee and your messenger.’

42- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet say, ‘O Ali! | give you the glad tidings that your home in Paradise will
be in front of my home and you will be with me in the uppermost resting-place in the highest Heaven.’ |
said, ‘O Prophet of God! What is the uppermost Heaven?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘It is a cupola made of
white pearls with 70,000 doors. O Ali! That shall be the place of residence for you and I.’

43- Indeed God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘The Honorable the Exalted God has firmly established my love
as well as your love in the hearts of believers as He established my hatred as well as yours in the hearts
of the hypocrites. Only pious believers love you and only hypocrite unbelievers despise you.’

44~ Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘None of the Arabs but those born out of fornication

despise you. None of the Persians but the miserable ones despise you. None of the women except



those with anal hemorrhage despise you.’

45- Indeed God’s Prophet (MGB) called me in when my eyes hurt and threw his saliva into my eyes and
said, ‘O God! Please cool its heat and heat its coolness.’” | swear by God that | have not had any more
pains in my eyes since then.

46- God’s Prophet (MGB) ordered all his uncles and companions to shut all the doors from the mosque
to their homes, except for the one to my house as ordered by the Honorable the Exalted God. No one

else has received such an honor.
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47- In his will to me God’s Prophet (MGB) ordered me to pay back his debts and fulfill his promises. |
said, ‘O Prophet of God! You know that | do not have any wealth.” The Prophet (MGB) replied, ‘God will
help you.” God made it easy for me to pay back all his debts and fulfill all his promises. Once | counted
that it exceeded eighty-thousand (Dirhams). Then | made a will to my son Al-Hassan (MGB) to fulfill

what had been left.

48- God’s Prophet (MGB) came to my house. We had not had anything to eat for three days. The
Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Do you have anything to eat?’ | said, ‘| swear by Him who honored you with
His Nobility and appointed you to Prophethood that it has been three days now that me, my wife and my
children have not had anything to eat.” He (MGB) looked at Fatimah (MGB) and said, ‘Go into the room
and see if there is anything to eat there?’ She (MGB) said, ‘| have just come out of there now. There is
nothing there to eat.’ | said, ‘O Prophet of God! Should | go?’ He (MGB) said, ‘Go in the Name of God.’
So | went in and saw that there was a tray of fresh dates in the middle of the room and a bowl of
crumbled bread next to it. | brought them to God's Prophet (MGB). The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Did
you see the one who brought this food?’ | said, ‘Yes, | did.” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Can you describe
him for me.’ | said, ‘Yes. He had some redness, greenness and yellowness.” The Prophet (MGB) said,
‘These are the colors of Gabriel’s wings which have tassels made of pearls and rubies.” We ate from the
crumbled bread in broth until we became full. Yet our hands were perfectly clean and there was nothing
in them except the lines of our palm and our fingers. Thus, the Honorable the Exalted God honored only

me with this Generosity from amongst the companions of the Prophet.

49- The Blessed the Sublime God appointed His Prophet (MGB) to the Prophethood mission and His
Prophet (MGB) appointed me to the mission of Trusteeship. Anybody who loves me is fortunate and will
be united amongst the Prophets on the Resurrection Day.

50- Indeed God’s Prophet (MGB) sent Abu Bakr to propagate the Chapter Bara’at (Declaration of
Immunity). Once he left, Gabriel (MGB) came down and said, ‘O Muhammad! Only someone who is
from yourself should propagate this chapter.” Then the Prophet (MGB) sent me on his own camel which
was called Kaswa. | found Abu Bakr in Zilhalifa and took that chapter from him. Indeed God honored me
in this way.

51- On the day of Qadir Khum God’s Prophet (MGB) appointed me as the Master of all the people and
said, ‘Whoever | am the Master of, Ali is the Master of. May the oppressive people go far away and be

destroyed.’
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52- Indeed God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Alit Don’t you want me to teach you the words which Gabriel
(MGB) has taught me?’ | replied, ‘O Prophet of God! Yes.” He (MGB) said, ‘Then say ‘O the Sustainer of
the poor! O the Kind to the poverty-stricken! O the Most-Hearing of those who hear! O the Most-Seeing
of those who see! O the Beneficent the Merciful! Have mercy upon me and give me my share of daily

bread.’

53- Indeed the Blessed the Sublime God will not destroy this world until the Riser (MGB) who is from
our progeny rises up. He (MGB) will kill our enemies. He (MGB) will not accept any poll-tax (Jizya). He
(MGB) will break the crosses and idols. He (MGB) will end the world war, seize the possessions and

divide them up equally and treat the peasants with justice.

54- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! Soon the Umayyads will curse you, but God’s
angels will return their curse one-thousand fold. When our Riser (MGB) uprises, he (MGB) will curse

them for forty years.

55- God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Several tribes from my nation will be tried regarding you. They will say,
‘Why has God’s Prophet (MGB) made Ali (MGB) his Trustee although he left nothing? Is not the Book of
my Lord - the Glorious Quran the best things after the Honorable the Exalted God? | swear by Him who



appointed me rightfully that if you do not compile the Quran, it will never be compiled.” Thus, did the
Honorable the Exalted God honor me in such a way that none of the other companions of the Prophet
(MGB) have been honored.

56- The Blessed the Sublime God has granted me the characteristics of those who love Him and obey
Him and established me as Muhammad’s Trustee. Let this please whomever it may and dismay

whomever it may.” He was pointing at Medina with his fingers when he said this.

57- God’s Prophet (MGB) faced drought in one of the battles. He (MGB) told me, ‘O Ali! Stand up to that
rock and say, ‘| am the messenger of God’s Prophet's! Give me water.” | swear by Him who honored the
Prophet (MGB) with Prophethood that once | delivered this message to that rock, there appeared several
cow's and water flowed out of each nipple. When | saw this | rushed to the Prophet (MGB) and reported
it. He (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Go and fetch water from them.” | went there and other people also came and
filled their water-skins with water, fed their quadrupeds, drank themselves and made ablutions. Thus,
the Honorable the Exalted God has honored me in such a way that none of the other companions of the
Prophet (MGB) have been honored.

58- Water became scarce in one of the battles. God’s Prophet (MGB) told me, ‘O Ali! Bring a bowl.” |
brought a bowl to him. Then he (MGB) placed his right hand along with my hand in the bowl and said,

‘Give water!” Water gushed out from the middle of our fingers.
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59- In the Battle of Khaybar God’s Prophet (MGB) sent me to conquer the castle. When | reached the
door of the castle, | saw that it was closed. | shook it hard, pulled it off of its place, threw it forty steps
away and entered the castle. Marhab came to fight with us. Even though two of the companions of the
Prophet (MGB) 18 fought with him and returned defeated, | fought with him. | killed him and the ground
got filled with his blood.

60- | killed Amr ibn ‘Abd Wudd who was as strong as a thousand men. 19

61- | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! Your parable among my nation is like that of the verse,
‘Qul Huallahu Ahad.20 Whoever loves you wholeheartedly it is as if he has read one-third of the Quran.

Anyone who loves you wholeheartedly and also helps you is like one who has read all of the Quran.’

62- | accompanied God’s Prophet (MGB) everywhere and was with him in all the battles. His flag was in
my hand.

63- | never fled from the battlefield, killed everyone who fought with me, and filled the Earth with their
blood.

64- They brought a roasted heavenly chicken for the Prophet (MGB) from Paradise. He (MGB) asked
God to bring the most beloved of his people there. Then the Honorable the Exalted God granted me the
Grace to go there and share that chicken with the Prophet (MGB).

65- | was praying in the mosque when a beggar came and asked for something. | gave him my ring
which was on my finger. Then the Blessed the Sublime God revealed the following verse, ‘Your (real)
friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of) believers, - those who establish
regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in worship). 21



66- The Blessed the Sublime God returned the Sun for me twice which He never did for anyone in the
nation of Muhammad (MGB).

67- God’s Prophet (MGB) call me ‘The Commander of the Faithful’ during and after his life. He never
called anyone else with that title.

68- God’s Prophet (MGB) told me, ‘O Ali! There shall be a call from the inside of the Throne on the
Resurrection Day asking, ‘Who is the Master of the Prophets?” Then | will step forward. Then there will
be a call asking, ‘Who is the Master of the Trustees?” and you will step forward. Then Rizvan shall bring
me the keys to Paradise, and Malik shall bring me the keys to Hell. They will say, ‘God - may His
Majesty be Exalted - has ordered us to bring you these keys so that you may hand them over to Ali ibn
Abi Talib.” O Ali! You will be the Qasim or the one who divides up Paradise and Hell.’
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69- Indeed | heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! Were it not for you, the believers could not be
distinguished from hypocrites.’

70- Indeed God’s Prophet (MGB) put me, my wife Fatimah (MGB) and our two sons Al-Hassan (MGB)
and Al-Hussein (MGB) under a cloak and the Blessed the Sublime God revealed the following verse,
‘..And Allah only wishes to remove all abomination from you, ye members of the Family, and to make
you pure and spotless. 22 Gabriel (MGB) said, ‘O Muhammad! | am also with you.” Thus, Gabriel
became the sixth of us.

24-2 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Abdul Aziz ibn Yahya al-Jaloodi quoted Abu Hamid al-Taleqgani, on the authority of Abdul Aziz ibn al-
Khat'tab, on the authority of Tolid ibn Suleiman, on the authority of Layth, that Mujahid said, “Seventy
verses (of the Holy Quran) have been revealed about Ali (MGB) in which none of the other noble ones

have any part.”

The Reward of One who Implores Forgiveness Seventy Times in
the Qunut of Al-Witr Prayer

The Reward of One who Implores Forgiveness Seventy Times in the Qunut23 of Al-Witr Prayer

24-3 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the
authority of Umar ibn Yazid, on the authority of someone, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB), “Whoever says the A/-Vatr prayers24 at the end of the night and says 7 ask God for forgiveness
and | repent’ (‘Istaqfurallah va Atubo ellayh) seventy times while standing up and perseveres thereon for
one year will be recorded amongst those who ask for forgiveness at dawn by God and his forgiveness

by God becomes certain.”



The Reward of Whoever Asks for God’s Forgiveness Seventy

Times After the Dawn Prayer

24-4 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Ali ibn
al’Sindy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Amr ibn Sahl, on the
authority of Harun ibn Kharijah, on the authority of Jabir al-Jo’afy that Abi Ja’far al-Bagjir (MGB) said,
“Whoever asks God for forgiveness seventy times after the dawn prayer will be forgiven by God on that
day even though he commits seventy-thousand sins on that day. However, it will not benefit anyone who
commits more than seventy-thousand sins on that day.”

In another tradition we read seven-hundred sins instead of seventy-thousand sins.”
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The Reward of Whoever Asks Forgiveness from the Exalted God

Seventy Times On Each Day of the Month of Sha’ban

24-5 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Musa ibn Ja’far al-Baghdady, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Jumhoor,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn Abdul Rahman, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Hamzih, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Whoever says ‘I ask for forgiveness by God - who is the
Beneficent the Merciful the Living the Standing - and | repent to Him (‘Istagfurallah al’lazi la illaha
illahuval Rahman ar-Rahim al-Hayel Qayyum va Atubu ellayh’) seventy times on every day of the

”

month of Sha’aban, his name will be recorded on the Clear Horizon.25

The narrator said, “I asked, ‘What is the Clear Horizon?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘It is a plain in front of
the Throne where there are many streams in which is poured as many cups as there are stars.”

24-6 Al-Muzaffar ibn Ja’far ibn al-Muzaf'far al-Alavi al-Samarqgandi narrated that Ja’far ibon Muhammad
ibn Mas’ood quoted his father, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority
of Muhammad ibn al-Walid, on the authority of Al-Ab’bas ibn Hilal, “| heard Abal-Hassan Ali ibn Musa
al-Reza (MGB)26 say, ‘Whoever fasts on one day of the month of Sha’aban to gain the reward of the
Honorable the Exalted God will go to Paradise. Whoever asks for God’s forgiveness seventy times on
every day of the month of Sha’aban would be resurrected amongst the nation of God’s Prophet (MGB)
on the Resurrection Day, and his being honored becomes certain by God. Whoever gives charity during
the month of Sha’aban, even if it be as little as half a date, God will make forbid the Fire from burning his
body. Whoever fasts for three days during the month of Sha’ban and continues on fasting into the month

of Ramazan, God will record the reward of fasting for two consecutive months.”

The Seventy Long Narrow Piece of the Flag of Praise (Liwa ul-
Hamd)

24-7 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad al-Askif al-Qumi linked up this tradition to Muhammad ibn Ali who narrated that
Muhammad ibn Hisan al-Qoosi27 quoted Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ansari al-Marvazy, on the authority
of Abdullah ibn Abdul Karim al-Razi known as Abi Dor’at, on the authority of Abdul Hamid al-Himmani,
on the authority of Layth, on the authority of Mujahid, on the authority of Ibn Abbas28 that God’s Prophet



(MGB) said, “Gabriel came to me while he was very happy. | asked, ‘O my friend Gabriel! As happy as

you are please tell me what you have to say so that | know what the place of my brother and
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cousin Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) is in God's presence?” Gabriel said, ‘I promise by Him who appointed you
to the Prophethood and chose you for that mission that | have only descended down to the Earth for that
very same issue. O Muhammad! The Sublime God sends greetings to both of you and says,
‘Muhammad is the Prophet of My Mercy and Ali is the Upholder of My Proof. | will not torture anyone
who loves Ali even if he commits sins, and | will not have mercy upon Ali’'s enemies even if they obey
Me.””

lbn Abbas added that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “When the Resurrection Day comes, Gabriel will come
to my presence with the Flag of Praise (‘Leva u/l-Hamd) which has seventy long narrow pieces each of
which is wider than the Sun and the Moon. He will come to me when | am sitting on one of the chairs in



Paradise atop one of the many sacred pulpits. | will take the flag and entrust it to Ali ibn Abi Talib.” Then
Umar ibn Khat'tab jumped from his place and said, “O Prophet of God! How could Ali stand to hold it
with it having seventy pieces each of which is wider than the Sun and the Moon?” Then the Prophet
(MGB) replied, “When the Resurrection day comes God will grant Ali (MGB) powers similar to the
powers of Gabriel, light similar to the light of Adam, patience similar to the patience of Paradise, beauty
similar to the beauty of Joseph, a good voice like the voice of David. Were it not that David is going to be
the speaker of Paradise, God would have given David’s voice to Ali (MGB). Indeed Ali will be the first
person to drink from the fresh cool water (Salsabil) and ginger (Zanjebil) Pool. When Ali takes one step
on the Bridge,29 his other foot will be held firmly on it. There is such a position and rank for Ali and His

followers in God’s presence that the people of the past and the people of the latter times would envy.”

The Seventy Parts of Usury

24-8 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ash-Shah narrated that Abu Hamid quoted Abu Yazid, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salih al-Tamimy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Anas ibn
Muhammad Abu Malik, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq
(MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority
of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that in his will to Ali (MGB) God’s Prophet (MGB) told him, “O Ali! Usury is of
seventy parts. The punishment of the easiest of which is the same as punishment for committing incest
with one’s own mother inside the Holy House of God. O Ali! A single Dirham of usury is more horrible in
the sight of God than seventy times of committing incest inside the Holy House of God.”
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The servant who stays in the Fire for seventy lifetimes

24-9 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya, on the authority of Al-Hassan
ibn Ali al-Kufy, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Amer, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Rezq, on the
authority of Yahya ibn Abil-Ala’, on the authority of Jabir that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “A servant
of God will stay in the Fire for seventy lifetimes - each lifetime being seventy years. Then he will call out
to the Honorable the Exalted God by Muhammad and his Holy Household to have mercy upon Him.
Then the Honorable the Exalted God would reveal to Gabriel to go to His servant and take him out (of
Hell). Then Gabriel would ask, ‘O my Lord! How can | descend into Hell?” God would say, ‘I shall make
the fire cool and (a means of) safety for you.” Gabriel would ask, ‘O my Lord! | do not know where he is?’
God would say, ‘He is imprisoned in a pit.” Gabriel would cover up his face, descend into Hell and pull

him out.

Then the Honorable the Exalted God would say, ‘O My servant! For how long did you stay in the stay in
the Fire and call out to me?’ The servant would say, ‘O my Lord! You know best.” God would say, ‘I
swear by My Majesty that | would forgive all the sins of my servants who call me by Muhammad and his
Holy Household to have mercy upon them - all that only they themselves and | know about. And |
forgive your sins today.’

The Nation Will Divide Up Into Seventy-Two Sects

24-10 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Shafe’ee in Furgan narrated that Mujahid ibn
A’ayn ibn Davood quoted Muhammad ibn al-Fazl, on the authority of Ibn Lahay’at, on the authority of
Sa’id ibn Abi Hilal, on the authority of Anas ibn Malik30 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “After Jesus
(MGB) the Children of Israel divided up into seventy-one sects. Seventy sects will be ruined and only
one will be saved. My nation will divide up into seventy-two sects. Seventy-one sects will be ruined and
only one sect will be saved.” They asked, “O Prophet of God! Who are the sect that will be saved?” The

Prophet (MGB) replied, “The assembly.” And repeated it three times.

The compiler of the book - may God be pleased with him - said, “What is meant by ‘the assembly’ here
is the true men of God even though they may only be a few as it has been narrated on the authority of
the Prophet (MGB) who said, ‘A believer is by himself a proof and a believer is by himself the assembly.’
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The Nation Will Divide Up Into Seventy-Three Sects

24-11 Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Haysam al-Ajali - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abul-
Ab’bas Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Zakariya al-Qat’tan quoted Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib, on the authority of
Tamim ibn Buhlool, on the authority of Abu Muawiyah, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Mihran, on the
authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority
of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that he
(MGB) had heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, “Indeed the nation of Moses (MGB) divided up into
seventy—one sects after him. One sect shall be saved and the other seventy sects will go to Hell. The
nation of Jesus (MGB) divided up into seventy-two sects after him. One sect shall be saved and the
other seventy—one sects will go to Hell. My nation will be divided up into seventy-three sects after me.

One sect will be saved and the other seventy-two sects will go to Hell.”



Seventy-Three Decrees Regarding Women Differing from Those

for Men

24-12 Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Askari quoted Abu Abdullah
Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Basry, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Ammara, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Jabir ibn Yazid al-Jo’afy that he had heard Aba Ja’far
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Baqgir (MGB) say, “Women are not required to say the general and the specific
calls to prayer. They are not required to attend the Friday or the congregational prayers. Women are not
required to visit the ill, nor are they required to attend funeral processions. Women are not required to
say the Takbirs aloud nor are they required to run between the Saffa and the Marva hills in Mecca.
Women are not required to kiss the Black Stone nor are they required to enter the Ka’ba. Women are
not required to shave their heads. Rather, they may shorten their hair. Women should not be in charge
of the position of the judge nor should they be in charge of leadership or counselor. Women should not
slaughter unless at times of necessity. Women should start to make ablutions by washing from the
interior part of the hand while men should wash the exterior part. Women are not required to wash their
feet and head as men do when making ablutions. Rather, they should uncover their head for washing
their hair as part of the ablutions for prayer for the morning and evening prayers, and only put their
hands under their veils to wet their hair for making ablutions for other prayers. When women stand up to
say their prayers they should put the two feet together and stick their upper arms to their breast. They
should stick their two hands to their thighs when
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bowing down. When they want to go to the position of prostration, they should sit down first and then
they should stick to the ground when they prostrate. When they lift their head up from prostration, they
should first sit down and then attempt to stand up. When they sit down to say the Tashahhud, they
should stick their thighs together. Women should count the glorifications which they say using their
fingers since they are responsible. When women want to ask the Honorable the Exalted God for
something, they can go to the roof of their house, say two units of prayers, and raise their head up
towards the sky. Once they do that the Honorable the Exalted God would not turn them down and fulfill
their needs. Women are not required to perform the Friday ritual ablutions (wuzu) while they are on a
journey. However, they should not abandon it when they are in their homeland. Women cannot be relied
upon as witnesses in any issues punishable by religious law31. Women cannot be relied upon as
witnesses in issues regarding divorce or seeing the new moon. However, they could be relied upon as
witnesses in other affairs in which men are not allowed to investigate by looking (such as the issue of
menstruation or virginity). Women should not walk in the middle of the walkways. Rather they should
walk on the sides. Women are not allowed to settle in the upper chambers over-looking the roads. It is
not necessary for women to learn how to write. It is good for them to learn wheel-spinning and the
Chapter Nur.32 It is not advisable for them to learn the Chapter Yusuf.33 If a woman commits apostasy34
and renunciates her religious faith, then she should be asked to repent. It would be fine if she repents.
However, if she doesn’t accept to repent, then she should be held in custody. She should not be killed
as men of a similar status should be. She should be forced to work hard in prison and given minimal
nourishment of food and water. She should be given rough clothes to wear and beaten up until she
prays and fasts. Women are not required to pay the Jizya35 (the poll-tax36). Other women should be
asked to leave the room when the time for giving birth to a child arrives for a woman, so that they do not
unnecessarily look at her private parts. It is not proper for women who are menstruating or impure due to
sex be present when a dead person is being dictated to (7algin)37 since the angels would be disturbed.
It is also not proper for such women to place the dead in the grave. A man should not sit at the place
where a woman has been sitting before some time passes by, and that place is no longer warm due to

her sitting there.

The holy war for a woman is to take good care of her husband. A woman’s husband has the most rights
incumbent upon her than anyone else. A woman’s husband is the best person to say prayers upon her
(his wife) dead
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body. It is not allowed for a Muslim woman to become naked in front of a Jewish or Christian woman,
because they may describe her looks for their husbands. A woman is not allowed to put on perfume
when she leaves home. It is not allowed for a woman to make herself look like men, since God’s Prophet
(MGB) has cursed men who make themselves up to look like women and women who make themselves
up to look like men. A woman should not remain without an adornment even if it be just a string which
she wears on her neck. A woman should not leave her fingers plain white and should at least dye them
with henna38. However, a woman should not dye her hands while she is menstruating since there is the
fear that Satan may bother her. When a woman has a need during her prayers she should clap her
hands together. However, when a man needs something during his prayers he can point at it with his
head and hand and say God’s glorifications. A woman is not allowed to pray without a veil except for a
female slave who can say her prayers without a veil. Women are allowed to put on fine silk and heavy
brocade clothes when they are not praying or not in a state of ritual consecration wearing the /hram.39
However, men are forbidden to do so unless they are attending a holy war. Women are allowed to wear
gold rings and pray with them on. However, men are forbidden to do so (unless they are attending a holy

war).

The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘O Ali! Do not wear gold since that is what will be your adornment in Paradise.
Do not wear silk clothes since that will be your clothes in Paradise.” A woman is not allowed to give
charity of free her own slaves unless with her husband’s permission. A woman is not allowed to fast the
recommendable fasts unless with her husband’s permission. A woman is not allowed to shake hands
with unfamiliar men unless her hands are covered up. A woman is not allowed to make pledge of
allegiance with her hands unless her hands are covered up. A woman is not allowed to go to
recommendable Hajj without her husband's permission. A woman should not go to a bath house since
this if forbidden for her. A woman should not ride on a saddle unless it is absolutely necessary or on a
trip. A woman’s inheritance will be half of that of a man. The blood money for a woman will be half of

that of a man. In retribution for injury to, or loss of, bodily organs men and women shall be treated



equally unless the blood money for the lost organ is a third or more than a third of the full blood money,

in which case a woman's blood money shall be half of a man's.

When a woman stands to pray alone with a man she should stand up behind him not by his side.
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When a woman dies they should pray for her while standing at her chest whereas when a man dies they
should pray for him while standing at his head. When they place a woman in the grave her husband
should stand in a place from which he can take her thighs and bury her. There will be no intercession on

behalf of a woman with her Lord unless her husband is pleased with her.

When Fatimah (MGB) passed away, the Commander of the Faithful (MGB) stood up next to her and
said, ‘O God! | am pleased with her - the daughter of your Prophet. O God! Indeed | am Fearful. So
please calm her down. O God! She departed us to join him (MGB). O God! She was oppressed. You be
the Judge as you are the best of all the judges!’

God granted the intellect seventy-five troops and granted

ignorance seventy-five troops

24-17 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah and Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-
Barqy, on the authority of Ali ibn Hadid, on the authority of Soma’at ibn Mihran narrated that once he and
some friends of Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) were with Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) when they started to talk about
intelligence and ignorance. Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Get to know intelligence and its troops, and
ignorance and its troops to be guided.” Soma’at said, “O! May | be your devoted servant. We know



nothing except for what you teach us.” Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “God, Exalted is His Praise created
the intellect. It was one of His first creatures which He created using His own Light from the right side of
the Throne. Then He ordered it to go back, and it did. Then He ordered it to come forward, and it did.
God said, “I created you as a great creature, and honored you above all My creatures.” Then God
created ignorance and told it to go back and it did. Then God ordered it to come forward, but it did not
accept. God said, “You rebelled.” Then God cursed it. God then established seventy-five troops for the
intellect. When ignorance saw God’s grant to the intellect, it became its enemy and said, “O’ God! You
created it and honored it and strengthened it. It is a creature like me. | am opposed to it and have no
power over it. So please grant me of the troops you grant it.” God said, “Ok | will, but if you disobey | will
throw you and your troops out of the domain of My Mercy.” Ignorance said it was pleased, and it was
also granted seventy-five troops. The seventy-five troops are as follows: Goodness is the minister for
the intellect, and evil is the minister for ignorance; faith for the intellect, and infidelity for ignorance;
acceptance for the intellect, and rejection for ignorance; hope for the intellect, and despair for ignorance;

justice for the
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intellect, and oppression for ignorance; contentment for the intellect, and discontent for ignorance;
gratitude for the intellect, and ingratitude for ignorance; lack of hope (in God’s Mercy) for the intellect,

and greed (in God’s Mercy) for ignorance; reliance on God for intellect, and greed for ignorance;



kindness for the intellect, and ruthlessness for ignorance; mercy for the intellect, and anger for
ignorance; knowledge for the intellect, and ignorance for ignorance; understanding for the intellect, and
stupidity for ignorance; chastity for the intellect, and vulgarity for ignorance; abstinence for the intellect,
and materialism for ignorance; kindness for the intellect, and violence for ignorance; solemnity for the
intellect, and insolence for ignorance; humbleness for the intellect, and haughtiness for ignorance; calm
for the intellect, and rush for ignorance; patience for the intellect, and being feeble-minded for ignorance;
silence for the intellect, and being talkative for ignorance; compliance for the intellect, and conceit for
ignorance; submission for the intellect, and being oppressive for ignorance; forgiveness for the intellect,
and animosity for ignorance; amiability for the intellect, and ruthlessness for ignorance; certitude for the
intellect, and doubt for ignorance; perseverance for the intellect, and anxiety for ignorance; pardon for
the intellect, and revenge for ignorance; self-sufficiency for the intellect, and poverty for ignorance;
pondering for the intellect, and neglect for ignorance; memorizing for the intellect, and forgetting for
ignorance; loving for the intellect, and enmity for ignorance; obeying for the intellect, and rebelling for
ignorance; contentment for the intellect, and greed for ignorance; justice for the intellect, and injustice for
ignorance; friendship for the intellect, and enmity for ignorance; loyalty for the intellect, and treachery for
ignorance; humbleness for the intellect, and arrogance for ignorance; right for the intellect, and wrong for
ignorance; health for the intellect, and affliction for ignorance; love for the intellect, and hate for
ignorance; honesty for the intellect, and telling lies for ignorance; trustworthiness for the intellect, and
treason for ignorance; sincerity for the intellect, and corruption for ignorance; bravery for the intellect,
and stupidity for ignorance; understanding for the intellect, and ignorance for ignorance; recognition for
the intellect, and denial for ignorance; putting up with other people’s minor mistakes for the intellect, and
divulging other people’s minor mistakes for ignorance; keeping other’s secrets for the intellect, and
divulging other’s secrets for ignorance; hiding for the intellect, and divulging for ignorance; praying for the
intellect, and neglecting (prayers) for ignorance; fasting for the intellect, and breaking fast for ignorance;
engaging in Jihad (Holy War) for the intellect, and refusal to testify for
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ignorance; pilgrimage for the intellect, and breaking covenant for ignorance; keeping secrets for the
intellect, and slandering for ignorance; being kind to parents for the intellect, and being cursed by
parents for ignorance; truth for the intellect, and hypocrisy for ignorance; good for the intellect, and evil
for ignorance; covering oneself for the intellect, and playing up a woman’s charms for ignorance;
covering up for the intellect, and making up oneself for ignorance; concealment for the intellect and
divulging for ignorance; being fair for the intellect, and siding with the wrong for ignorance; making up for
the husband for the intellect, and fornication for ignorance; cleanliness for the intellect, and filthiness for
ignorance; shyness for the intellect, and taking off clothing for ignorance; assuming a mediators position
for the intellect, and aggression for ignorance; comfort for the intellect, and hard work for ignorance;
easiness for the intellect, and hardship for ignorance; abundance of blessings for the intellect, and
scarcity for ignorance; health for the intellect, and affliction for ignorance; reasonable wealth for the
intellect, and hoarding for ignorance; wisdom for the intellect, and selfish desires for ignorance; dignity
for the intellect, and humility for ignorance; prosperity for the intellect, and ruin for ignorance; repentance
for the intellect, and insistence on sin for ignorance; asking for forgiveness for the intellect, and being too
proud for ignorance; protection for the intellect, and neglect for ignorance; performing supplications for
the intellect, and abandoning supplications for ignorance; joy for the intellect, and boredom for
ignorance; happiness for the intellect, and sorrow for ignorance; intimacy for the intellect, and anger for
ignorance; generosity for the intellect, and stinginess for ignorance. All the characteristics which are the
troops of the intellect will only be present in the Prophet (MGB) or the Imams (MGB) or a believer who
has tested his heart with faith. However, other friends of ours have some of these and can slowly attain
the rest and avoid the troops of ignorance. Then they will reach the high ranks of the Prophets and the
Imams. This prosperity is only obtained by the recognition of the intellect and its troops, and by avoiding

ignorance and its troops. May God assist both you and us in obeying and pleasing Him.”
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1. Same as Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Hisham al-Mo’adab.
2. The two idols worshipped before “Have ye seen Lat and 'Uzza.”[The Holy Quran: Najm 53:19]
3. See No. 24-7.

4. ‘The path’. In Muslim tradition, the Bridge to Paradise or Al-Sirat is narrower than a spider's thread and sharper than a



sword. Only the good pass swiftly over it, while the wicked fall down into the mid-Hell which it spans over. The Bridge to
Paradise is also called the Bridge of Hell.

5. The perfidious party refers to those in the Battle of Jamal. The deviators refers to those who were from Syria and were
associated with Muaviyah and the apostates refers to the Kharajites from Nahravan who were followers of Imam Ali (MGB),
but left him and became his enemies.

6. The perfidious party refers to those in the Battle of Jamal. The deviators refers to those who were from Syria and were
associated with Muaviyah and the apostates refers to the Kharajites from Nahravan who were followers of Imam Ali (MGB),
but left him and became his enemies.

7. The Holy Quran: Mujadila 58:12.

8. The Holy Quran: Mujadila 58: 13.

9. When the two arms of one of Ja'far Tayyar - the Prophet's bravest follower and the brother of Ali (MGB) were cut off in
the battle of Mauta and he was martyred, and the news reached the Holy Prophet (MGB), the Prophet (MGB) cried and
prayed for Ja'far's soul. Then the angel Gabriel came down and consoled the Prophet (MGB) and said, ‘Ja'far was a brave
and loyal soldier. God has given him everlasting life, and in place of the two arms which were cut off in the battle, God has
given him a pair of wings’.

10. Al-Kauthar

11. Sameri is the person who led the people of Moses astray in his absence as we read in the Quran, ‘((Allah)) said, "We
have tested thy people in thy absence: the Sameri has led them astray." [The Holy Quran: Ta-Ha 20:85].

12. Maregeen

13. Al-Kauthar

14. Boxthorn is also mentioned in the biblical Book of Proverbs as we read in Proverb 22:5, “In the paths of the wicked lie
thorns and snares, but he who guards his soul stays far from them. “

15. “Boasters” refers to three groups of people: 1) Those who boast about Ali (MGB) and consider him to be God. 2) Those
who boast about the members of the household of the Prophet (MGB), and attribute to them characteristics which they do
not attribute to themselves. 3) Those who believe that the recognition of the Imam will make us needless of performing all
acts of worship and all the obligatory deeds. Thus by relying on our love for the members of the household of the Prophet
(MGB) they abandon making ablutions, saying prayers, fasting, paying the alms-tax and performing the Hajj pilgrimage to
the Ka’ba.

16. The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:61.

17. Then they ham-strung the she-camel, and insolently defied the order of their Lord, saying: "O Salih! bring about thy
threats, if thou art an apostle (of Allah.!"[The Holy Quran: Al-A’raf 7:77].

18. Umar and Abu Bakr.

19. In some versions we also read, ‘Then God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Ali’s blow on the day of the Battle of Khandaq was
better than all the deeds of all men and jinn.” He (MGB) also said, ‘All of Islam encountered all of atheism!’

20. Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; [The Holy Quran: Al-Ikhlas 112:1].

21. The Holy Quran: Al-Maaida 5:55.

22. The Holy Quran: Al-Ahzab 33:33.

23. Hand-raised supplications in prayer.

24. Al-Vatr prayer is of mid-night supererogatory prayers, the performance of which has been recommended to the
Muslims.

25. Ufug al-Mobeen

26. Imam Reza (MGB)

27. In some versions we read ‘Muhammad ibn Hissan al-Mugadasi.’

28. See footnote for 1-21.

29. ‘The path’. In Muslim tradition, the Bridge to Paradise or Al-Sirat is narrower than a spider's thread and sharper than a
sword. Only the good pass swiftly over it, while the wicked fall down into the mid-Hell which it spans over. The Bridge to
Paradise is also called the Bridge of Hell.

30. See footnote for 1-103.



31. Hodud is the plural form of Hadd which is a punishment whose kind, extent, and quality are defined in the religious law
(shari'a).

32. The Holy Quran: Chapter 24.

33. The Holy Quran: Chapter 12.

34. Apostasy is the unbelief of a Muslim who had publicly confessed faith in Islam willingly, according to his knowledge of
the fundamentals of Islam, by professing the two main articles of faith (Al-shahadatain): “There is no god but God.
Muhammad is the Prophet of God.” Apostasy can occur by an explicit declaration, such as, "l associate other gods
alongside Allah" (‘mushrek billah), or by a claim that results in blasphemy, such as, "Allah has a material substance or a
shape just like other substances or shapes" (‘kufr), or by an action that clearly resembles blasphemy, such as carelessly
discarding a Quran, or parts of it, or even a word of it, as well as burning the Quran out of contempt, and every manner of
soiling it (such as putting it in a holy place that has become dirty, or staining it with an unclean substance. The same holds
true for "the most beautiful names of God," the Hadith collections (traditions), the works of Islamic law and theology, when
the religious laws (‘Shari’a) and its regulations are treated with disrespect or contempt, as well as the names of the
Prophets. The same holds true when a Muslim enters a church, worships an idol, or learns and practices magic, for by
magic one glorifies a name other than God and ascribes predestination, knowledge and control of fate to someone other
than God. A Muslim loses his faith when he says that the world has always existed from eternity (gadim), for this
assumption denies the existence of the Creator, or when he says that the world is everlasting and without end, since this is
a denial of Resurrection - even if he himself believes in the Resurrection. A Muslim also becomes an unbeliever and
blasphemer when he denies the existence of God, believes in reincarnation as this is a denial of Resurrection, or when he
denies a decision agreed upon unanimously by the Islamic community, such as the obligatory necessity of prayer and
fasting or the prohibition of adultery. He also becomes a blasphemer when he denies that which is allowed (halal) - things
over which the scholars of law agree, concerning what can be definitively concluded according to religion based on the
Quran and the unbroken, traditional Sunnah (the path, lifestyle and manners) of the Prophet. A Muslim loses his faith when
he suggests the possibility of Prophethood being acquired through spiritual exercise, since that would imply the possible
arising of a Prophet after Muhammad (MGB). The same holds true when he curses a Prophet or denigrates an angel
whose positions are unanimously upheld by the consensus of the ‘Umma. Apostasy has many other forms such as when
he accuses a Prophet of having a deficiency - even a physical one, such as a limp or paralysis - or if he questions the
perfection of that Prophet’s knowledge, since each Prophet is the most knowledgeable person of his age. Furthermore, a
Muslim becomes an apostate if he defames a Prophet's character, morals, virtues, or religion, if he accuses angels of
having bad qualities, or if he questions the efficacy of a Prophet's asceticism. Muslim scholars (imams) have said,
“Apostasy must be determined by the testimony of two upright adult witnesses whose accounts agree.”

35. Tribute, a poll-tax levied on those who did not accept Islam, but were willing to live under the protection of Islam, and
were thus tacitly willing to submit to its ideals being enforced in the Muslim state.

36. Poll-tax is a form of tax that is taken from non-Muslims who live under the protection of Islam. They pay this tax so that
the Islamic government can protect their lives and their property. Some people believe that the origin of the Arabic word
used for poll-tax is derived from ancient Persia. At that time, a certain type of tax was levied to strengthen the army. Others
believe it to be a purely Arabic word that refers to tax taken to provide security for religious minorities.

37. After the body has been laid in the grave properly Talgin is recited. The person reciting the talgin should hold with his
right hand the right shoulder of the dead body and should place his left hand tightly on its left shoulder and take his mouth
near its ear and shaking its shoulders should say thrice:

Isma' itham ya ....... (here the name of the dead person and his father should be called.

Hal anta ‘alal 'ahdil lazi fargtana ‘alayhi min shahadati an la ilaha illal lahu wahdahu la sharika lah va anna Muhammadan
sallal lahu ‘alayhi va Alihi ‘abduhu va Rasuluhu va sayyidun nabiyyina va khatamul mursalina va anna 'Aliyyan Amirul
mu'minina va sayyidul wasiyyina va imamu nif taradhallahu ta'tahu 'alal 'alamina va annal Hasana wal Husayna va
‘Aliyyabnal Husayni va Muhammadabna 'Aliyyin va Ja'farabna Muhammadin va Musabna Ja'farin va 'Ali ibne Musa va
Muhammadabna'Aliyyin va 'Aliyyabna Muhammadin wal Hasanabna 'Aliyyin wal Qa'imal hujjatal Mahdi salawatullahi
‘alayhim a'immatul mu'minina va hujajullahi'alal khalgi ajma'ina va a'immatuka a'immatu hudan abrar ya ........ (here the name

of the dead person and his father should be called) and then the following words should be said: I1za atakal malakanil



mugarraabani Rasulayni min 'indillahi tabaraka va ta'ala va sa'alaka 'an Rabbika va 'an Nabiyyika va 'an dinika va 'an
Kitabika va 'an Qiblatika va 'an Aimmatika fala takhaf va la tahzan wa'qul fi jawabi hima, Allahu Rabbi va Muhammadun
sallal lahu ‘alayhi va Alihi nabiyyi wal Islamu dini wal Quranu kitabi wal Ka'batu Qiblati va Amirul mu'minina 'Aliyybnu Abi
Talib imami wal Hasanubnu 'Aliyyi nil Mujtaba imami wal Husaynubnu 'Aliyyi nish-shahidu bi-Karbala imami va 'Aliyyun
Zaynul 'Abidina imami va Muhammadu nil Bagiru imami va Ja'faru nis Sadiqu imami va Musal Kazimu imami va 'Aliyyu-nir
Riza imami va Muhammadu nil Jawadu imami va 'Aliyyu nil Hadi imami wal Hasanul ‘askari imami wal Hujjatul muntazar
imami ha ula'i salawatullahi ‘alayhim ajma’in Aimmati va sadati va qadati va shufa-a'i bihim atawalla va min a'daihim
atabarra'u fid dunya wal akhirati thumma ilam ya ....... here the name of the dead person and his father should be called
and thereafter it should be said: Annal laha tabaraka va ta'ala nimar-Rabb va anna Muhammadan sallal lahu 'alayhi va
Alihi ni'mar Rasul va anna 'Aliyyabna Abi Talib va awladahul ma'suminal A'i'mmatal ithna 'asharah nimal A'i/mmah va anna
ma ja'a bihi Muhammadun sallal lahu 'alayhi va Alihi hagqun va annal mawta hagqun va suwala munkarin va nakirin fil gabri
hagqun wal ba'tha hagqun wan nushura hagqun wassirata hagqun wal mizana haqgqun va tatayiral kutubi hagqun va annal
jannata hagqun wan-nara haqqun va annas sa'ata a'tiyatun la rayba fiha va annallaha yab'athu man fil qubur. Then the
following words should be said: Afahimta ya .... (here the name of the dead person should be called) and thereafter the
following should be said: Thabbatakallahu bil gawlith thabit va hadakallahu ila siratim mustagim ‘arrafallahu baynaka va
bayna awliya'ika fi mustagarrim min rahmatih. Then the following words should be uttered: Alla humma jafil arza 'an
jambayhi vas'ad biruhihi ilayka va laqgihi minka burhana Alla humma 'afwaka 'afwaka. After burial Talqin is recited once
more over the grave.

38. A type of plant; reddish-orange dye or cosmetic made from this plant; traditional Middle Eastern pre-wedding
celebration honoring a bride and groom.

39. The pilgrim's dress, and also the state in which the pilgrim is held to be from the time he assumes this distinctive garb
until he lays it aside. It consists of two new white cotton cloths, each six feet long by three and a half broad. One of these
sheets, termed rida' is thrown over the back, and, exposing the arm and shoulder, is knotted at the right side in the style
called wishah. The other, called izar, is wrapped round the loins from the waist to the knee, and knotted or tucked in at the
middle.
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