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Part 2: On Two-Numbered Characteristics

Recognition of God By Two Characteristics

2-1 Ahmad ibn Harun al-Fami1 and Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Masroor - may God be pleased with them
- narrated that Muhammad ibn Ja’far ibn Bat’tat quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-
Barqy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Hisham ibn Salim, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “I heard my father (MGB) narrate
on the authority of his father (MGB) that a man stood in front of the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali
(MGB) and said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! How did you come
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to recognize your Lord?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘By the dissolution of intentions and the breach of
aspirations. Sometimes | had an aspiration, but He got in the way between me and my aspirations.
Sometimes | made some intentions, but destiny opposed my intentions. Thus, | realized that there is
some other Planner.” The man asked, ‘Why did you thank Him for His Blessings?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘I
looked at His Calamities which He fended off from me and brought them upon someone else. Thus, |
realized that He has Blessed me. Thus, | thanked Him.” The man asked, ‘Why do you like to meet Him?’
He (MGB) replied, ‘| saw that He has given me the religion of His Angels, Messengers and Prophets.
Then | realized that He has honored me with this religion and will never forget me. Therefore, | would

like to meet Him.’

On the Prophet’'s Saying, “There Are Two Things Which | Do Not
Wish to Share with Anyone”

2-2 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the
authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his

forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two things



which | do not wish to share with anyone. The first one is my ablutions that are a part of my prayer, and
the second one is my charity which | personally like to put in the hands of the needy, since it will be

placed in the Hands of the Merciful.”

Two Strange Things to Put up with

2-3 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of
Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on the
authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two strange things you must put up with: Accept a wise saying
said by a fool, and forgive a foolish saying said by a wise man.”

Nothing Voids Ablutions Except for What Leaves from the Two
Sides

2-4 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sama’at, on the authority of
Abdullah ibn Miskan, on the authority of Abi Basir al-Moradi: “I asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB)
regarding having
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phlebotomy performed and any blood that flows out of the body. The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘There is no
need to make any ablutions since one must only make ablutions due to what leaves from the two sides2
by (the mechanisms bestowed to us due to) God’s Blessing.””

The compiler of the book - may God increase his honor - said, “This means defecation, farting,

urination, and ejaculation.”

Two Blessings Being Denied

2-5 Ja’far ibn Ali al-Kufy — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn
Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih quoted on the authority of his grandfather Abdullah ibn al-Muqayrih, on
the authority of Isma’il ibn Muslim, on the authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of
his father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “Two blessings are taken for granted3: Security and health.”

Two Things Which Cause Trouble for Most People

2-6 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of
Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on
the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,

“There are two things which cause trouble for most people: health and leisure.”4

2-7 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Mu’az quoted on the authority of Al-
Hussein ibn al-Hassan al-Marvazy, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mobarak and al-Fazl ibn Musa,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sa’id ibn Abi Hind, on the authority of his father, on the authority of lbn
Ab’bas that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two things which cause sedition for most people:



health and leisure.”

No Worship of God is Better than Being Quiet and Walking to

God’s House

2-8 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Al-
Rabi’a ibn Muhammad al-Muslimy, on the authority of Abil Rabi’a ash-Shamy, on the authority of Aba

Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “No worship of God is better than being quiet and walking to God’s House.”

2-9 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the

authority of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority
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of Yahya al-Tawil al-Basry5, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “A believer who accepts
advice or an ignorant person who learns will listen to the enjoinment of the good and the admonishment

against evil. However, one who has the whip and the sword will not.”

2-10 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Abil Ab’bas Jarir al-Bajaly, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Ishaq, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “There are two
wings for atheism: the Umayyads and the al-Muhlibs.6”

The Blessed the Sublime God Has Divided the People on the

Earth into Two Groups

2-11 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Jab’bar, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of Zarif ibn Nasih, on the authority of lbrahim
ibn Yahya, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The Blessed the Sublime God has divided the people on the Earth into two
groups and placed me in the better one. Then he divided that group into three parts and | was in the
best part. Then he chose the Quraysh from amongst the Arabs, chose the children of Abdul Mutalib from

amongst the Hashemites7, and chose me from amongst the children of Abdul Mutalib.”



Two Groups in This Nation Whose Improvement Would Improve

the Nation and Whose Corruption Would Corrupt the Nation

2-12 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja'far
ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are
two groups in this nation whose improvement would improve the nation and whose corruption would
corrupt the nation.” He (MGB) was asked, “O Prophet of God! Who are they?” The Prophet (MGB)
replied, “The jurisprudents and the chiefs.”

Fear God Regarding Two Weak Ones

2-13 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn
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Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Sindy, on the authority of Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of
Sama’at, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Fear God regarding two weak ones

meaning orphans and women.”

The reward of whoever takes care of two daughters, Two sisters,

two paternal aunts or two maternal aunts

2-14 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the
authority of Zakariya al-Mumin who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Whoever takes care
of two daughters, two sisters, two paternal aunts or two maternal aunts will be safeguarded from the

Fire.”

Two Men Will Not Sense the Scent of Paradise

2-15 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Al-Sindy, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Fuzayl, on the
authority of Sharis al-Vabeshy, on the authority of Jabir, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB)
that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The scent of Paradise can be smelled from a distance of five-hundred
years away. However, those damned by their parents and the cuckold will not sense it.” He was asked,
“O Prophet of God! Who is a cuckold?” He (MGB) replied, “One whose wife commits adultery and he

knows about it.”



What Has Been Said About Two-Faced People

What Has Been Said About Two-Faced Peopled

2-16 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Abi
Ja’far Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Abil Jo’aza al-Monabat ibn Abdullah, on the authority
of Al-Hussein ibn Alvan, on the authority of Amr ibn Khalid, on the authority of Zayd ibn Ali, on the
authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB)
that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “A two-faced person will be presented on the Resurrection Day with his
tongue coming out from behind his head and with another tongue sticking out in front. They will bring fire
to burn him and proclaim, ‘This is one who had two faces and two tongues in the world. This is how he
will be known on the Resurrection Day.”

2-17 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Muni’a9 quoted on the authority of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shoyba’,
on the authority of Abu Muawiyah, on the authority of Al-A’amash, on the authority of Abi Salih, on the
authority of Abi Hurayrih that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The worst of the
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people near the Honorable the Exalted God on the Resurrection Day are the two-faced ones.”

2-18 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Muni’a10 quoted on the authority of Abu Bakr ibn Abi
Shoyba’, on the authority of Abu Muawiyah, on the authority of Sharik, on the authority of Al-Rakin, on
the authority of Na’eem ibn Hanzale’, on the authority of Am’mar that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The

people who are two-faced in this world will have two tongues of Fire on the Resurrection Day.”

2-19 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on
the authority of Musa ibn Umar, on the authority of Ibn Sin’an, on the authority of U’an ibn Mu’een - the
hat-buyer - that Ibn Abi Ya’foor said, “| heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) say, ‘Whoever meets the
believers in one fashion, but gossips about them in their absence in a different fashion will have two

tongues of Fire on the Resurrection Day.””

2-20 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-
Khat’tab, on the authority of Ali ibn An-Nue’man, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Miskan, on the
authority of Davood ibn Fargad, on the authority of Abi Shaybih az-Zahri that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB)
said, “A servant who is two-faced and has two tongues is bad. He will praise his believing brother in
front of him, but talk badly about him in his absence. He will be jealous of him whenever he gets a

blessing and will not assist him when a calamity befalls him.”

The People Are in Two Groups: Some Who Get Relieved by

Others and Some from Whom Others Get Relieved

2-21 Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Salim, on the authority of Ahmad ibn an-Nazr, on the authority of Amr
ibn Shimr, on the authority of Jabir, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “The people are in two groups: those who get relieved by others and those from whom

others get relieved. Those who get relieved are the believers. Once they die they are relieved of this



world and its calamities. Those from whom others get relieved are the unbelievers. Once they die, the

trees, the animals and many of the people get relieved from them.”
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People Are of Two Types: The Learned and the Seeker of

Knowledge

2-22 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his
father Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr who linked it up to Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “The people are in two groups: knowledgeable ones and those acquiring

knowledge. The rest of the people are like flies subject to the wind and such people will be thrown into



the Fire.”

Two Characteristics One of Which Will Cause Forgetting Sins

and the Other Will Cause Hardening of the Hearts

2-23 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ishaq al-Tajir, on the authority of Ali ibn Mahzyar, on
the authority of Fuzalat11, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad al-Sakoony, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) that his father Al-Bagir (MGB) said, “The Blessed the Sublime God revealed
to Moses (MGB), ‘Do not get pleased with the extent of your wealth and do not abandon remembering
Me under any circumstances since extensive wealth will cause the forgetting of sins, and abandoning My

”

remembrance will cause the hardening of hearts.

Two Characteristics That Provide Immunity to Leprosy

2-24 Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Ibrahim - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted on the
authority of his father Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Hafs ibn al-Bakhtari, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Cutting the nails
and shaving the moustache every Friday provides immunity to leprosy.”

Attend to Two Major Issues

2-25 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ishaqg al-Tajir, on the authority
of Ali ibn Mahzyar, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Fuzalat ibn Ayoob, on the
authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad12, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that his father
(MGB) said, “Abuzar - may God have Mercy upon him - cried due to the fear of the Honorable the
Exalted God so much that he started to complain about his eyes. He was told: ‘O Abuzar! Pray to God to
heal your eyes.’” He said, ‘1 am not worried about that. | have more important issues to attend to.” He was

asked, ‘What are you attending to?’ He replied, ‘Paradise and the Hell-fire.”
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The World is Just Two Words and Two Dirhams

2-26 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of
Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB),
“Abuzar - may God have Mercy upon him - was standing by the Ka'’ba and said, ‘1 am Jundab ibn
Sakan.” The people gathered around him. He said, ‘You prepare some things to take along with yourself
when deciding to go on a trip. The trip to the Hereafter is upcoming. Don’t you want to prepare some
things to take along to benefit you?” A man went to him and said, ‘Please advise us.” He said, ‘Fast on
hot days as a means of savings for the Resurrection, and perform the Hajj pilgrimage 13 visit for major
affairs. Say two units of prayers in the dark of the night for the awe of the grave. Speak fairly14, give
charity to the poor and do not utter wicked words so that perhaps you may be saved from the Day of
Hardship (Resurrection). Consider this world to be worth only two Dirhams. Spend one Dirham for your



wife and send the second Dirham ahead of you. Any third Dirham is harmful and will not benefit you.
Consider this world to be two words. Use one word to earn a legitimate means of sustenance and use
the second one to attain the Hereafter. The third word is harmful and will not benefit you. Do not go after

it.” He added, ‘The sorrow of the day which | cannot attain kills me.”

2-27 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali
ibn al-Sindy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Musa ibn Akeel, |
heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) say, ‘A man would not be knowledgeable (in religion) unless he

”

abandons lust and doesn’t care about what he wears or what he eats to overcome his hunger.”” 15

2-28 Ja'far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan al-Kufy - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated that his father Ali
ibn al-Hassan quoted on the authority of his father Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on
the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of his father,
on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There

in no good in life except for two men: a knowledgeable one who is obeyed, and an obedient student.”

There is no Good in This World Except for Two Men

2-29 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be

pleased with them - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah
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quoted on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isbahany, on the authority of Suleiman ibn
Davood al-Mingari, on the authority of Hafs ibn Qiyath al-Nakha’ee that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB)
said, “There is no good in this world except for two men: a man who does more good deeds every day,
and a man who compensates for his sins through repentance. When will he be able to repent? | swear
by God that God would not accept his repentance even if he prostrates to God to the extent that his neck

falls off, unless by his friendship with us - the members of the Holy Household.”

There are Two Forms of Knowledge

2-30 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad,
on the authority of Al-Ab’bas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Ali ibn Mahzyar, on the authority of Hikam
ibn Buhlool, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Himmam, on the authority of Umar ibn Azineh, on the authority
of Aban ibn Abi Ayyash, on the authority of Salim ibn Qays al-Hilaly, “I heard Ali (MGB) tell Abil Tufayl
Amer ibn Vasele’ al-Kanani: ‘O Abil Tufayl! There are two forms of knowledge: The knowledge over
which people must ponder, and that is the knowledge of the religion, and the knowledge which cannot be

”

pondered over, that is the Might of the Honorable the Exalted God.

Two Strange Characteristics: Eating the Sustenance Provided by
God and Ascribing Divinity to Others Than God

2-31 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his



father Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn
(Abi) Zyad, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), "The Blessed the Sublime God sent down
an angel to Earth. He stayed on the Earth for a long time and then returned to the heavens. He was
asked, “What did you see there?” He said, “I saw many amazing things there, but the most amazing
thing that | saw was someone who abused your blessings. He ate of what You provided for his
sustenance, but claimed to be god. | was amazed at his boldness and Your Patience.” God the Almighty
said, “You were amazed at My Patience? | let him live for four-hundred years, and he never got ill. |

granted to him whatever he wanted in the world, and | never changed his food and drinks.”

Enjoining to Do Good and Admonishing Against Evil Are Two of

the Creatures of the Exalted the Honorable God

2-32 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of
Yaqoob ibn Yazid who linked it up to Abu Jaffar Al-Bagir (MGB) saying, “Enjoining to
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do good and admonishing against evil are two of the creatures of the Exalted the Honorable God. God

will honor whoever helps them, and God will abandon whoever abandons them.”

The Two Things Which Constituted Most of the Worshipping of
Abuzar - May God Have Mercy Upon

2-33 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of
Yahya ibn Abi Imran al-Hamedany, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the authority of
several narrators that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “Most of the worship of Abuzar - may God

have Mercy upon him - were two things: thinking and taking heed.”

If a Woman Has Had Two Husbands Which Husband Will She
Belong to in Heaven

2-34 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Musa ibn Ibrahim, on the
authority of Al-Hassan, on the authority of his father who linked it up to God’s Prophet (MGB), “Umma
Salma asked the Prophet (MGB), ‘May my father and mother be your ransom! If a woman has had two
husbands who die and enter Heaven, which one will she belong to?’ The Prophet (MGB) answered, ‘O
Umma Salma! She will chose the one who was best tempered and loved his wife the most. O Umma

Salma! Good temper will result in the best of this world and the Hereafter.”

Enemies Who Dispute with Each Other About Their Lord

2-35 Abu Muhammad Am’mar ibn al-Hussein al-Asrooshani - may God be pleased with him - narrated
that Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ismat quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Tabary in Mecca,
on the authority of Abul Hassan ibn Abi Shoja’ al-Bajaly, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Abdullah al-
Hanafy, on the authority of Yahya ibn Hashim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Jabir, on the authority
of Sadagaht ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Al-Nazr ibn Malik, I told al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib



(MGB), ‘O Aba Abdullah! Tell me about the Honorable the Exalted God’s words, ‘These two
antagonists dispute with each other about their Lord...’16’ He (MGB) replied, ‘It is about us and the
Umayyads who dispute with each other about the Honorable the Exalted God. We said that God has told

)

the truth, but they said that God has lied. We are enemies of each other on the Resurrection Day.”
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Jawad Has Two Meanings

Jawad17 Has Two Meanings



2-36 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Suleiman, “A man asked Abal-Hassan (MGB)18 while he was circumambulating (around the Ka'ba),
‘What is the meaning of Jawad?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘There are two meanings in what you are
asking about. If you are asking about the creatures, Jawad is him who performs his obligatory deeds and
Bakhil is him who is miserly in performing what God has made incumbent upon him. If you are asking
about the Creator, then you should know that He is Jawad if He grants and is also Jawad if He
withholds. This is because if He grants something to His creatures, then He has granted them what they
deserve not, and if He withholds something from His creatures, He has withheld from them what they do

not deserve.”

Silver and Gold Money Are Destructive

2-37 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that

Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Zyad ibn Marvan, on
the authority of Abi Vaki’a, on the authority of Abi Ishag, on the authority of Al-Harith, on the authority of
the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Silver and gold money
destroyed those before you and they will destroy you, too.”

Gold and Silver Are Two Perverting Metals

2-38 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran19
who linked up this tradition, “Gold and silver are two perverting metals. Whoever loves them is with

them.”

The compiler of the book — may God increase his honor - interprets this to mean that whoever loves

them so much that he doesn’t pay the Divinely Ordained dues on them is with them.

Seek Refuge from Two Characteristics

2-39 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Yusuf ibn al-
Harith, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Yazid, on the authority of Hayat ibn Sharih, on the authority of
Salim ibn Qayla, on the authority of Dur’raj, on the authority of Abil Haysam, on the authority of Abi
Sa’ad al-Khidry, “I heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘| Seek refuge in God from disbelief and debt.” He
(MGB) was told, ‘O Prophet of God! Is debt equal to disbelief?” He (MGB) replied, ‘Yes.”
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Two Characteristics of the Shiites

2-40 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat'tab,
on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Malik ibn Atiye, on the authority of Abi
Hamzih, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), “| am ready to give my hand for (abolishing) two



negative characteristics in the Shiites: impatience and not keeping secrets.”

There are Two Pleasures for One Who Fasts

2-41 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn
Sa'’id who linked it up through a chain of narrators to Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) saying, “There are two
pleasures for one who fasts: The first pleasure is for when he breaks his fast, and the second one is for

when he meets the Honorable the Exalted God.”

Fasting Is For God

2-42 The Georgian20 Abu Muhammad Abdus ibn Ali ibn al-Ab’bas in Samargand narrated that Abul
Qasim Abdullah ibn Yaqoob ibn Yusuf al-Razi quoted Muhammad ibn Yunus al-Kadimi, on the authority
of Abu Amir, on the authority of Zama’a, on the authority of Sala’ma, on the authority of Akrama, on the
authority of Ibn Abbas21 that the Prophet (MGB) said, “God - the Blessed the Sublime said, ‘All the
deeds of the descendants of Adam are for themselves, except for their fasting which is for Me. | Myself
am the reward for his fasting. Fasting is a believer’s armor on the Resurrection Day as you guard
yourselves with armor in this world. To the Honorable the Exalted God, the smell of the mouth of one
who is fasting is better than the smell of musk. There are two pleasures for one who fasts: one is for
when he breaks his fast, eats and drinks and the second one is for when he meets Me and | take him to

Paradise.”

What Has Been Said About the Honest vs. the Dishonest

Businessmen

2-43 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad who linked it up through a chain of narrators to Al-
Hussein ibn Zayd ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, on the authority of his father Zayd ibn Ali, on the authority of his
father Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of his
father Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The business of any two businessmen who are

sincere in dealing with each other will be blessed for as long as they remain
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honest with each other. Once one cheats the other, their business will no longer be blessed. The two
parties to a deal can call off the deal for as long as they are both present. If there is a dispute between
them, what the owner says is more acceptable.”22

Two Things Which Provide us with Benefits Every Dawn and
Dusk

2-44 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Zyad ibn Marvan al-Qandi, on the
authority of Abi Vaki’a, on the authority of Abi Ishaq al-Sabi’e, on the authority of Al-Harith, on the
authority of the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “I advise
you to attend to agriculture and raising sheep, since these would provide you with benefits every dawn
and dusk.” The people asked the Prophet (MGB), “O Prophet of God! Then what about raising camels?”



The Prophet (MGB) replied, “Camels are the associates of Satan! Their benefits come to us in
dangerous ways.” The people said, “O Prophet of God! If the people hear this, they will abandon raising

camels.” The Prophet (MGB) replied, “No. The wicked ones will not!”

Two Forms of Shopping Are Bad

2-45 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the
authority of Abdul Rahman ibn Himad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an who linked it up through
a chain of narrators to Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) that the Imam (MGB) considered two forms of shopping
to be bad: just picking the goods without checking them, and buying goods without having ever seen
them.

There Are Two Prayers for High Quality Goods and Two Curses
for Bad Goods

2-46 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Marvak ibn Ubayd who linked it up
through other narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “There are two prayers for high quality goods,
and there are two curses for bad goods. People pray for high quality goods and say, ‘May God bless you
and the man who sold you to me.” People curse bad goods and say, ‘May God not bless you and the

man who sold you to me.”

Two Characteristics Granted to Whoever Honors the Rights of
God

2-47 Muhammad ibn Musa al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn
Ja’far al-Homayry quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority
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of Muawiyah ibn Wahab that he had heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “Any believer who
honors the rights of God - that is he honors other people’s rights and only takes from others what he
deserves - is granted two characteristics: sustenance from the Honorable the Exalted God with which he
is content, and God’s Pleasure with which he is saved.”

2-48 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Abul Qasim
Abdul Rahman ibn Himad al-Kufy, on the authority of Abi Muhammad Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-
Qaffari, on the authority of Ja’far ibn lbrahim al-Ja’fari, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB),
on the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever is sympathetic with the
poor and treats the people fairly is a true believer.”

2-49 And in another narration we read that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever gets pleased with his



good deeds and feels bad about his bad deeds is a believer.”

One Who Has Two Characteristics Is Good, Otherwise Stay

Away from Him

2-50 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated that his
father quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufy, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz, on the authority of Al-
Khaybari, on the authority of Yunus ibn Zabyan and al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “One who has two characteristics is good. Otherwise you should avoid him.”
He was asked, “What are these two characteristics?” The Imam (MGB) replied, “Being careful to say his

prayers on time and being sympathetic with others.”

Two Things Can Terminate the Waiting Period of a Divorced

Woman Who Has Not Had Her Menstruation in Due Time

2-51 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of Jameel, on the authority of Zurarah, on the authority of Abi
Ja'far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “There are two things which can terminate the waiting period (iddah) of a
divorced woman who has not had her menstruation in due time. The first one is three months of being
clean during which no blood is seen, and the second one is three menstruations between each of which

there is no clean period as long as three months.”23
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Seek Nearness to the Honorable the Exalted God with Two

Characteristics

2-52 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Umar ibn Yazid, on the authority of Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Being
kind is different from paying the alms-tax. Seek nearness to the Honorable the Exalted God with

kindness and visiting the relations of kin.”

Two Characteristics Which Eliminate Poverty, Increase Life and

Fend off Seventy Harsh Deaths

2-53 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of his father, on
the authority of Safvan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Ishaq ibn Qalib, on the authority of someone who
narrated that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “Kindness and charity eliminate poverty, increase life and
fend off seventy harsh deaths.”



Traditions Are of Two Types

2-54 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-Bagir (MGB), on the
authority of his forefathers (MGB) that Ali (MGB) said, “There are two types of traditions. Some traditions
are related to the obligatory. Practicing them leads to guidance and abandoning them leads to deviation.

Some other traditions are not obligatory. It is better to practice them, but it is not a sin to abandon them."

Doing Good is Only Valued by Those Who Have Two

Characteristics

2-55 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn
Ja’far al-Homayry quoted Ahmad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority
of Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Doing good is only valued by
those who are honorable or religious.”

Friends Are of Two Types

2-56 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Ahmad al-Razi, on the
authority of Bakr ibn Salih, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Mihran, on the authority
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of Muhammad ibn Hafs, on the authority of Yagoob ibn Bashir, on the authority of Jabir, on the authority
of Abi Ja’far al-Baqjir (MGB) that a man went to Basra to see the Commander of the Faithful Imam Al
(MGB) and said, “O Commander of the Faithful! Please inform me about my brethren.” The Commander
of the Faithful (MGB) replied, “There are two types of brethren: sincere ones and hypocrites. The sincere
brethren are similar to one’s hands, wings, and property. Once you find a sincere brother, do not
hesitate to help him with your life and wealth. Be friends with his friends and be an enemy of his
enemies. Cover up his flaws, and express his good deeds. However, you who ask should know that
such friends are as scarce as red matches are.24 About hypocrites, you should only associate with them
on the surface as they do with you. You should not expect anything else from them. Treat them just as
they treat you in terms of being polite with and talking pleasantly with them.”

People Are of Two Types

2-57 Ja’far ibn Ali al-Kufy - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted his father

Al-Hassan ibn Ali, on the authority of Al-Ab’bas ibn Amer, on the authority of Salih ibn Sa’id-Sakoony,
on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “People are of two types:
believers and the ignorant. Therefore, do not disturb believers, and do not treat the ignorant ones out of

ignorance lest you shall be like them.”



Two Leaders Who Are Not in Power

2-58 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, who linked it up through a chain of
narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), who said that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two
leaders who are not in power: The man who is following a corpse in a funeral procession doesn’t have
the power to return until the body is buried, and a man who is on a Hajj pilgrimage25 visit along with a

woman doesn’t have the power to leave until she finishes her Hajj pilgrimage.”

Two Things with Which Some Corrupt Their Prayers

2-59 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr, on the authority of Sa’alabat ibn Maymun, on the authority of Maysara26 that Abi Ja’far al-
Baqir (MGB) said, “There are two things with which some people corrupt their prayers. The first thing is

saying ‘tabaraka ismuka wa ta ala jadduka’ which means ‘Blessed is Thy name and High is
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Thy Fortune.’ This is what the genies said about God out of ignorance and God has stated it quoting
them. The second thing is saying ‘as-salamu alayna va ala ebadillah as-salihin’ which means ‘Peace be
upon us and upon God’s servants - the good-doers’ in the middle of the prayer (since this is said at the
end to terminate the prayers).27”

No Two Things Are Loved by the Honorable the Exalted God
More Than The Following Two

2-60 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Mansoor ibn Yunus, on the authority of
Abi Hamzih al-Somali, that he had heard the Ornament of the Worshippers - Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB)
say, “No two steps are loved by the Honorable the Exalted God more than the following two steps: The
steps taken forward by a believer with which he reinforces the troop lines in a holy war, and the steps
taken to reinforce the ties of kinship towards the relations of kin who have broken the ties of kinship. No
two sips are loved by the Honorable the Exalted God more than the following two sips: The sips of a
believer’s wrath which he quenches and the sip of a believer’s suffering which he takes in with his
patience and forbearance. No two drops of tears are loved by the Honorable the Exalted God more than
the following two: The drop of blood shed in the way of God, and the drop of tears shed in the middle of

the night by one who only sheds it for the Honorable the Exalted God.”

Two Characteristics Which Satan Taught Noah (MGB)

2-61 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali, on the
authority of Aban ibn Uthman, on the authority of Al-Ala’ ibn Syabat that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB)
said, “When Noah’s (MGB) ark landed, Satan appeared and told Noah, ‘There is no man on the planet
Earth who has pleased me more than you have, since you cursed these corrupt people; they were
destroyed; and | got rid of them. Do you want me to teach you two characteristics? Avoid jealousy since



it was jealousy which caused me to become this way. Also avoid greed since it was greed which

resulted in what happened to Adam.28”

Two Characteristics of Which People Should be Most Fearful

2-62 Muhammad ibn Ahmad Al-Asady narrated that Muhammad ibn Abi Imran quoted Abu Mus’ab
Ahmad ibn Abu Bakr al-Zahri, on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Ali al-Lahabi, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir, on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,

“What | am most afraid of for my nation is unattainable aspirations and
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unreachable hopes. Aspirations would hinder one from the truth and unreachable hopes would make
one forget the Hereafter. The life in this world is to be ended while the life in the Hereafter is ahead of
you. Each life has its own children. Try to be of the children of the Hereafter if you can. Try not to be of
the children of this world. Today you are alive, can do things and there is no Reckoning. However,

tomorrow you will die and will be in the World of Reckoning where you cannot do anything.”

2-63 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Hammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Umar ibn Azineh, on the authority of Aban ibn Abi Ayyash, on the authority of
Salim ibn Qays al-Hilaly, on the authority of the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two groups of scientists. Those who practice their knowledge are
prosperous, but those who abandon their knowledge get destroyed. The residents of Hell will be
bothered with the bad smell of the scientists who have not put their knowledge into practice. However,
there are those who are most sorry. They invite others to God, and their call is accepted by others who
then obey God and are taken to Heaven by God. However, the caller himself is taken to Hell by God for
not acting (on his own words), and those following their whims will be the most sorry.” Then the
Commander of the Faithful (MGB) added, “I fear two things concerning you. The first is following your
whims, and the second is having high aspirations since following your whims will prevent you from

accepting the truth, and having high aspirations will make you forget the Hereafter."

2-64 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Shafe’ee al-Furgany in Furgan narrated that Abul
Abbas al-Himady quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Shafe’ee, on the authority of his uncle Ibrahim ibn
Muhammad, on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Ali al-Lahabi, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Munkadir,
on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “What | am most afraid of for my
nation is unattainable aspirations and unreachable hopes. Aspirations would hinder one from the truth
and unreachable hopes would make one forget the Hereafter. The life in this world is to be ended while
the life in the Hereafter is ahead of you. Each life has its own children. Try to be of the children of the
Hereafter, if you can. Try not to be of the children of this world. Today you are alive, can do things and
there is no Reckoning. However, tomorrow you will die and will be in the World of Reckoning where you

cannot do anything.”

Lol siay B,a¥ cwisd Jo¥l Job Lely 3all e wuny 4l el i (Jo¥! Jsks sl iol Jle Slal b
51 elif oo 193580 of iabaiinl o6 coy iy Lagio Banly ISy ciliiia culaijlad 5,530 sday b e culai,lus
Jae ¥y olua Lo il iily Olus ¥ Jae Sl i asell (il dslails Liall elyl oy 15150 Y.

2-63 e cdutl e o o1 dene ol wead e Glaall ay o vese liaa il die Wl oy o lias



aale ouiagall el e ¢ Dl Gusd o1 il e il ol o1 O e AT o sae e (e o sloa
Jaos gl 1ig dalay iaT lle Jay sodlay slolall sl S 3 JU il Ay aule alll Lon call e sadlual!
Ja s Bun g el Sl Jal il ols dalal oIl Ml g 5y o s3liad Sl Jal ol cllls Ligh dalal o, (Lo
St W gelall Jauly tadl all dasls Jay 5ol g Ualy 4o Juis & olaiuwli das 3o dll J use Lo
Jsbs ssell ¢l pribian (Syle Gl o gal o ¥ adall dile oo gall ral J o3 s.540! <o liils <ale
5,AY1 iy Jo¥l sk (3ol e wansd s sell g Lt el JadT.

2-64 lian :JU& olaall uloall sl Wian :JU8 1le jdy ilesall adlill Sl jian o sane woalpl lua
on ome e e oualll e gl on e Uiia i Y8 sane o paaln] goe liua 1l ailill sane o soal
Ssell ol e il Lo sal ol sy e all (Lo adll J gy JG :JE Wl sie ol ila e uSiall
5,AY] sdng deald dlaiye Linll siag 5,831 i Jo¥l Jsb Ll (ol e wuns sell Lol ¥l Jshas
Ioladls Ll byl o 15158 ¥ g B a1 eligl oo 19350 o) piabiinl o6 ¢ sty Lagho Basly JSI s dosls dlaiye
doe ¥y oluall 5ls b las il coblua ¥ Joall 5ls o sall (Sila.

Two Characteristics Which You Are Admonished Against

2-65 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad Isa and Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Isa,
on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam, on the authority of Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Mufaz’zal
ibn Mazid that Abu Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “| admonish you against two characteristics which
can ruin men: to worship God with a wrong religion, and to advise people on issues you are uninformed

about.”

2-66 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul-
Rahman, on the authority of Abdul Rahman ibn al-Haj’jaj that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) told him, “I
admonish you against two characteristics which can ruin men: to worship God with a wrong religion, and

to advise people on issues you are uninformed about.”

Two Types of Water Which Did Not Heed Noah’s Call

2-67 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-
Sadiq (MGB), “Noah (MGB) called all waters to assist him during the Flood. All types of water heeded

his call except for two: bitter water and sulphate water.”



Faith Consists of Talking and Action

2-68 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Ma’qel al-Qarmaysani said, “| was standing with my father. Abu Salt al-Haravy, Ishaq
ibn Rahoyeh and Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal were also present there. My father said, “Each of
you should narrate a tradition for me.” Abu Salt al-Haravy said, “Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), who |
swear by God was really pleasant as his name indicates, quoted on the authority of his father Musa ibn
Ja'far al-Kazim (MGB), on the authority of his father Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on the
authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), on the
authority of his father Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB), on the authority of his father Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Faith consists of talking and action.” When we left Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Hanbal said, “What form of chain of traditions was that?” My father said, “It is the healing medication

for the insane. If they treat a mad man using it, he will be healed.”
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Two Hungry Ones Who Would Never Get Satiated

2-69 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn
Khalid (al-Barqy), on the authority of some of his companions who linked it up through a chain of
narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two hungry ones
who would never get satiated: those who are eager to learn (would never get satiated with knowledge),

and those who are greedy for money (would never get satiated with wealth).

Two Characteristics Due to True Faith

2-70 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn Hisan al-Vaseti, who linked
it up to Zurarah, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) who said, “Two characteristics are
due to true faith. The first one is that you prefer the truth over the false, even if it may be to your
disadvantage. The second one is that what you say is not beyond your intellect.”

There Are Two Types of Chivalry

2-71 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, who linked it up
through other narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of the Commander of the
Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) in his will to his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafyeh, “Know that there are two
types of chivalry for a Muslim man. One type of generosity is for the home, and the other type is for
when you travel. The chivalry for the home is to recite the Quran, associate with the scholars; ponder
over religious decrees; and safeguard congregational prayers. The chivalry for when you travel is to give
of what you have taken along with you to your travel companions; to minimize disputes with your travel

companions; and remember the Honorable the Exalted God when you ascend, descend or sit down.”

2-72 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Al-
Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB)29, on the
authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,



“Urinating while standing up without a proper excuse and cleansing oneself with the right hand after

defecation are both acts that are harmful to oneself.”
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Two Characteristics Which Speed up the Arrival of Your Daily
Bread

2-73 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
father quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Ishaq, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Marvan that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB)
said, “Washing the dishes and sweeping the entrance way of the house would speed up the arrival of

the daily bread.”

The Subsistence for One’s Spouse is between Two Abominable

Limits

2-74 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn Isma’il, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Sa’id, on the authority of some of his companions who said that they heard al-
Ayashi say, ‘| asked Al-Reza (MGB) about the subsistence for the spouse. The Imam (MGB) said, ‘It is
in between two abominable limits.” | asked the Imam (MGB), ‘May | be your ransom! | swear by God that
| do not know what the two abominable limits are.” The Imam (MGB) said, ‘Yes. May God have Mercy
upon you! Don’t you know that God the Honorable the Exalted despises extravagance and miserliness
and has said,

‘Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly, but hold a just (balance)
between those (extremes). 30"

Two Characteristics in Return for Two Characteristics

2-75 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that

Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Muhammad ibn Abdul Jab’bar, on the authority of

Abdul Rahman ibn Abi Najran, on the authority of Abdul Rahman ibn Abi Najran, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Ali ibn Ribat, on the authority of Abu Bakr al-Hazrami, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Al
ibn Ribat, on the authority of some of his companions that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Be kind
to your parents so that your children may be kind to you. Honor the chastity of other men’s women so

that they honor the chastity of your women.”

There Are Two Types of Shyness

2-76 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad

ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Mus’adat ibn Zyad, on the authority of



Ja’far ibon Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-Bagir (MGB), on the authority of
his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two
types of shyness. One is due to being weak and the other type is due to strength, submission to God in

Islam and faith.”
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What Might Cause Parent’s Being Damned by the Children

2-77 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Al-
Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-
Bagir (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “Parents might be damned by their children if they do not honor their rights just as children
could be damned by their parents should they not honor their parents’ rights.”

On the Prophet's Statement: "I am the Son of the Two offerings"

2-78-A Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Qat’tan narrated that Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Saeed al-Kufy
quoted on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Faz'zal, on the authority of his father, “l asked Abal-
Hassan Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB) about the meaning of the statement: ‘| am the son of the two
offerings’ (as expressed by the Prophet (MGB). He (MGB) said, ‘That means that the Prophet (MGB)
was the descendant of both Ishmael, the son of Abraham - the friend of God (MGB), and Abdullah - the
son of Abdul Mutalib. Ishmael was the patient son that God gave the glad tidings of his birth to Abraham
(MGB).

‘Then when (the son) reached (the age of) (serious) work with him, he said, ‘O my son! | see in a
vision that | offer thee in sacrifice. Now see what is thy view!’ (The Son) said, ‘O my father! Do as
thou art commanded. Thou will find me, if God so wills one practicing Patience and
Constancy!’31’

When he decided to offer him as sacrifice, God replaced him with a chubby black and white sheep. This
sheep had been raised in a fresh green area, and had grazed in the gardens of Heaven for forty years. It
had no mother. Rather the Honorable the Exalted God said to it be and it was created so as to be

substituted for Ishmael,
‘We but say the word, ‘Be, and it is. 32"

Whatever is sacrificed in Mina until the Resurrection Day will be sacrificed on behalf of Ishmael. This is
one of the offerings. Now let us consider the second one. Abdul Mutalib grabbed the door knob of the
Kaba and prayed to God to be granted ten sons. He bet with the Almighty God that he shall offer one of
them for sacrifice if his prayer is accepted. When the number of his sons became ten, he took them all
inside the Kaba and drew lots in their names. The lot fell upon Abdullah's name - the father of the
Prophet Muhammad (MGB) - that he loved the most. He drew lots again, and it fell upon Abdullah's
name. He drew lots for the third time. Again the lots fell upon Abdullah's name. Then he took him,
imprisoned him and decided to offer him for sacrifice. All of the women of the Quraysh tribe got together
and
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started crying. Abdul Mutalib's daughter — Ateka said, "Ask the Almighty God to excuse you from offering
your son for sacrifice.” Abdul Mutalib said, "My daughter! How can | ask for an excuse? You are mature
and intelligent." Ateka said, "Draw lots concerning your son, and your camels that are around the Shrine.
Increase the number of camels so much that your Lord gets pleased and the lot falls upon the name of
the camels." Then Abdul Mutalib sent someone after his camels. They brought them all there. He chose
ten of the camels and drew lots. The lot fell upon the name of Abdullah. He chose an additional ten and
drew lots again. The lot fell upon the name of Abdullah again. He added to the number of camels and
repeated drawing lots until the number of camels reached one-hundred. Then the lot fell upon the name
of the camels. The people of the Quraysh became very happy and said God is Great so loud that the
Tehamat Mountains started to shake. Abdul Mutalib said, "No. | must draw lots three more times." He
drew lots three more times. The lot fell upon the name of the camels all the three times. On the third
time, Zubayr and Abu Talib dragged their brother Abdullah away from under Abdul Mutalib's feet. The
part of his face that was on the ground got hurt. They lifted him up and kissed him. Abdul Mutalib
ordered all the one-hundred camels be taken to Hazvareh and slaughtered there. He stressed that no

one should be deprived of the meat. There were five traditions of Abdul Mutalib which the Almighty God



continued their practice in Islam as follows:

1- He forbade the (marriage of) the father's ex-wives with the sons.33

2- He established one-hundred camels as blood compensation for killing.

3- He circumambulated the Kaba seven times.

4- He found a treasure and paid one fifth of it as levy.34

5- When he dug up the Zamzam spring, he established it as the supply of water for the pilgrims.

If Abdul Mutalib was not a proof (of the Divine God) and his decision to offer his son as sacrifice was not
similar to that of Abraham (MGB) about his son Ishmael, the Noble Prophet (MGB) would not have been
proud of being related to them (Abraham and Abdul-Mutalib) and would not have said, "I am the son of
the two offerings." The reason God prevented Ishmael from being sacrificed was the same one whereby
He prevented Abdullah from being sacrificed. The reason was that the Noble Prophet (MGB) and the
Immaculate Imams (MGB) were in their loins. Thus, God prevented their being sacrificed due to the
Blessed Prophet (MGB) and the Imams (MGB). Thus, the tradition of offering one's son as a sacrifice did
not become popular among the people. Otherwise, it would have become
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obligatory for people to offer their sons for sacrifice on the day of celebrating the Eid ul-Azha each year
until the Resurrection Day to seek nearness to God. Everything sacrificed on the Eid ul-Azha until the

Resurrection Day will be a substitute for Ishmael.

The compiler of the book said, "There are many traditions about the offering. In some traditions we read
that Isaac was the one offered for sacrifice. In others we read that Ishmael was the one offered for
sacrifice. We cannot reject a tradition that has an authentic documentation. Ishmael was offered for
sacrifice. However, later when Isaac was born, he wished that it was he himself who was offered for
sacrificed by his father. He would have been patient and would have submitted to the decree of the
Almighty God just as his brother did. Then he would have earned the same rank and reward that his
brother had earned. God was aware of his intentions. For this reason he called him "the offering" among

his angels.

2-78-B It was narrated by Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bishari al-Qazvini - may God be pleased with him -
that Al-Muzaf'far ibon Ahmad al-Qazvini quoted Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Kufy Al-Asady, on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Isma’il al-Barmaky, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Dahir, on the authority of Abi
Qatadah al-Horani, on the authority of Vaki’a ibn al-Jarah, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Mihran, on
the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB): "What the Prophet (MGB) meant when he (MGB) said,
‘statement: ‘| am the son of the two offerings’ was to call one’s uncle father as the Honorable the Exalted

God did in His statement,

“Were ye witnesses when death appeared before Jacob? Behold, he said to his sons: "What will
ye worship after me?" They said, "We shall worship Thy God and the God of thy fathers, of
Abraham, Isma'il and Isaac,- the one (True) God: To Him we bow (in Islam). 35

In this verse God has called Ishmael who was the uncle of Jacob as his father. Likewise, the Prophet
(MGB) called uncle as father. Therefore, when the Prophet (MGB) said that he (MGB) is the son of the
two offerings he (MGB) is referring to Ishmael and Isaac one of whom, i.e. Ishmael was a true offering
and the other one, i.e. Isaac is a virtual offering due to the fact that he wished he had been offered as a
sacrifice and deserved the reward. Thus, the statement ‘I am the son of the two offerings’ can be

interpreted in both ways as said above.

And There is Another Tradition Regarding the Great Offering

2-79 Abdul Vahid ibn Muhammad ibn Abdus Al-Neishaboory Al-Attar narrated that Ali ibon Muhammad
ibn Qutaybat Al-Neishaboory quoted on the authority of Fazl ibn Shadan, "l heard Imam Reza (MGB)
say that Abraham (MGB) wished
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that he had sacrificed his own son Ishmael when God the Almighty the Sublime sent a sheep and
ordered Abraham (MGB) to sacrifice it instead of his son. He wished that he had not been ordered to
sacrifice a sheep instead of his son, so that he could have the feeling a father who sacrifices his dearest
son with his own hands has, and could deserve the highest ranks of reward for suffering calamities.
However, God the Almighty revealed to him: "O Abraham! Who is My dearest creature for you?"
Abraham (MGB) said, "O my Lord! You have not created anyone who is dearer to me than your friend
Muhammad (MGB)." Then God the Almighty revealed to him: "O Abraham! Do you like him more or do
you like yourself more?" He said, "No. | like him more than | like myself."

God said, "Do you like his child or do you like your child more?" He said, "Yes. His child." God said, "Will
the oppressive beheading of his child by his enemies hurt you more, or your beheading your own child

due to your obeying Me?" He said, "O My Lord! Of course, the beheading of his child by his enemies will



hurt me more." God said, "O Abraham! A group of people who consider themselves to be a part of
Muhammad's (MGB) nation out of animosity and oppression will slaughter his son Hussein (MGB) just
like a sheep. Thus, they will deserve My wrath. Then Abraham (MGB) became really sad hearing this,
felt a pain in his heart and started to cry. Then the Aimighty God revealed the following to him, "O
Abraham! | accepted your sorrow and sadness due to the slaughtering of Hussein (MGB) instead of the
sorrow you would have experienced for the sacrifice of your son Ishmael. And | will grant you the highest
rewards for suffering calamities." And this is God the Almighty's words,

"And We ransomed him with a momentous sacrifice. "36

Two Standing, Two Moving, Two Different And Two Opposite

Things

2-80 Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Abdul Aziz ibn Yahya al-Basry quoted Muhammad ibn Atiye, on the authority of Abdullah
ibn Amr ibn Sa’id al-Basry, on the authority of Himad, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Suleiman who
used to read many books as saying, “I have read in one of the Books of the Honorable the Exalted God
that once Zu/-Qarnayn finished building the dam he continued his travels. He ran into a knowledgeable
man during his travels with his troops. The knowledgeable man asked him, ‘Let me know about the two
things which are standing ever since the Honorable the Exalted God created them, the two things which
are moving, the two things which are different from each other and the two things which are opposite of
each other.” Zu/-Qarnayn said, ‘The two things which are standing are the heavens and the Earth. The
two things which are moving are the sun and the moon. The two things which are different
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from each other are the day and the night, and the two things which are opposite of each other are life

and death.” The knowledgeable man said, ‘Go. You are knowledgeable.”

This tradition is long, but | have only mentioned a short part of it here as deemed necessary. | have

narrated it in full in the book Kitab al-Nabuwah.

The Reward of Whoever Goes on the Hajj Pilgrimage Twice

2-81 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the authority of Al-Hijal, on
the authority of Safvan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Safvan ibn Mihran al-dJamal, on the authority of
Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “Whoever goes on the Hajj pilgrimage twice would always be in good

conditions until he dies.”

Saying What is Right under Two Conditions

2-82 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his uncle Muhammad
ibn Abil-Qasim quoted Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Mus’adat ibn Sadagah, on the authority of
Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB)37, on the authority of his father (MGB)38 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“Nothing that a believer does is loved by the Honorable the Exalted God more than saying what is right
whether he is pleased or angry.”

2-83 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Wahab ibn Wahab, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB)39, on the authority of his father
(MGB)40, “There are two kinds of homicide: unintentional (or semi-intentional) and intentional. There are
also two types of fighting: fighting with the rebellious atheists until they submit, and fighting with the
Muslim rebels until they stop their rebellion.”

Two Characteristics Loved by the Honorable the Exalted God in

the Heavens and by the People on Earth

2-84 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Abi Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of



Ibrahim ibn Davood al-Yaqgoobi, on the authority of his brother Suleiman ibn Davood who linked it up
through a chain of narrators to God’s Prophet (MGB) and said, “A man told the Prophet (MGB), ‘O
Prophet of God! Please let me know of something which | do and be loved by God in the heavens and
by the people on the Earth.” The Prophet (MGB) told him, ‘Be inclined to what is near the Honorable the
Exalted God to be loved by God, and abstain from what is near the people to be loved by the people.”
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The Prophet of God Had Two Rings

2-85 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Aba Abdullah al-Razi, on the authority of Al
ibn Suleiman, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Ubaydullah al-Hashemi, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn
Abil Balad, (on the authority of his father,) on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “The
Prophet of God (MGB) had two rings. On one of them it was written in Arabic ‘There is no God but God,
Muhammad is the Messenger of God’ and on the other one it was written in Arabic ‘God Speaks the
Truth.”

There Are Two Gifts from One Who Fasts

2-86 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ali ibn al-Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Ayoob, on the authority of Abdul-Salam al-Iskafi, on the authority of Umayr ibn Ma’mun whose son was
with Al-Hassan (MGB)41, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali (MGB), “The gift from a man who fasts is
that he puts perfume on his hair and irons his clothes, and the gift from a woman who fasts is to comb
her hair and iron her clothes. When Abu Abdullah al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB) fasted, he (MGB) put on

”

perfume and said, ‘Good scent is the gift from one who fasts.

There Are Two Signs for the Approach of The Hour

2-87 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Al
ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of Zarif ibn Nasih, on the authority of Abil Hassain, “I| heard Aba Abdullah
as-Sadiq (MGB) say that the Prophet of God (MGB) was questioned about the Hour42 and the Prophet

(MGB) said, ‘It is when the people believe in astrology and deny destiny.”

It is Not Permitted to Give Charity to the Hashemites Except in

Two Conditions

2-88 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Yusuf ibn al-Harith, on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahman al-Arzami, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja’far ibn



Muhammad (MGB)43, on the authority of his father (MGB)44, “It is not permitted to give charity to the
Hashemites45 except in two conditions: they can be given water to drink when they are thirsty, and one

of the Hashemites can give charity to another one.”
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Two Characteristics of the Lowly People

2-89 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih — may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Al-Sayyari who linked it up through a chain
of narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) who was questioned about the lowest of the people. The
Imam (MGB) said, “They are those who drink and play the Tanbour.46”

Two Sins One of Which is Worse Than the Other One

2-90 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran47, on the authority of Abu
Abdullah al-Razi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn al-Nue’man, on the authority of Asbat ibn
Muhammad who linked it up through a chain of narrators to the Prophet (MGB), “Gossiping is worse
than committing adultery.” The Prophet (MGB) was asked, “O Prophet of God! How could that be so?”
The Prophet (MGB) replied, “One who has committed adultery can repent and God would accept his
repentance, but if one who has gossiped repents, God would not accept his repentance until the one he

gossiped about forgives him.”

The Two Benefits of Brushing the Teeth

2-91 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Abil Jo’aza al-Monabat ibn
Abdullah and Abil Khazraj al-Hassan ibn al-Zebargan (al-Qumi), on the authority of Fuzayl ibn Uthman,
“I heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, ‘Clean your teeth with As-Sa’ed48 as it would make your

mouth smell good and increase your sexual power.””

Eating Soap Has Two Effects

2-92 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Aba Abdullah al-Razi,
on the authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of Al-Hikam ibn Meskin, “I heard Aba Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB) say, ‘Eating soap would weaken the knees and spoil the semen.”

2-93 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya
al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Jab’bar who linked it
up through a chain of narrators to God’s Prophet (MGB), “There are two groups on whose behalf | shall
not intercede: friends of oppressive kings and those who transgress beyond the religion due to their
being excessively religious.”
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Using Two Kinds of Toothpicks Would Lead to Leprosy

2-94 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah al-Dehgan,
on the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an that Abu Abdullah as-
Sadiq (MGB) said, “Do not use sweet basil stems or pomegranate tree twigs as toothpicks as this might
lead to leprosy.”

This World and The Hereafter Are on the Two Sides of a Scale

2-95 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of Suleiman ibn
Davood al-Mingari, on the authority of Sufyan ibn Ayyineh, on the authority of Al-Zuhra that he had
heard Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB)49 say, “Whoever is not calmed by what God has promised would suffer
from worldly losses. By God, this world and the Hereafter are like the two sides of a scale. Whichever
side is loaded more and goes down, the other side would get lighter and go up.” The Imam (MGB)
added, “When the Event inevitable cometh to pass50,’ i.e. the Hereafter comes, ‘Then will no (soul)
entertain falsehood concerning its coming’s1 (Many) will it bring low;’52 that is God will throw the
enemies of God into the Fire, and ‘(many) will it exalt;’s3 that is God will lead the friends of God into
Paradise.”

Then the Imam (MGB) turned towards some of the men present and told them, “Fear God, make brief
requests and do not ask for what is not created, since whoever asks for what is not created would suffer

from grief and not get what he had asked for.”
Then the Imam (MGB) asked, “How could one obtain what has not been created?”
The man asked, “How could one ask for what has not been created?”

Then the Imam (MGB) said, “By asking for wealth, property and increasing sustenance in order to attain
comfort, while comfort is not created in this world and is not for the people of this world. Comfort is
created in Paradise and it is for the people of Paradise. Suffering and grief have been created in this
world and (they are created) for the people of this world. No one is given anything unless he has some
greed for it. Whoever has more belongings in this world is more needy, since he needs the people to
protect his wealth. Therefore, all the belongings in this world increase one’s needs. Thus, there is no
comfort in this world. However, Satan whispers to the Children of Adam54 that comfort lies in collecting

wealth. Thus, they are led to toil in this world and the consequent Reckoning in the Hereafter.”
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Then the Imam (MGB) said, “In this world the Friends of God would never overexert themselves for this
world. Rather, in this world they shall strive for the Hereafter.”

Then the Imam (MGB) added, “A sin will be recorded for whoever gets worried about his daily
sustenance in this world. Jesus the Messiah (MGB) told his disciples, ‘This world is a bridge. Pass over
it but do not build on it.””

He Has Let Free the Two Bodies of Flowing Water, Meeting

Together: Between Them is a Barrier Which They Do Not

Transgress

2-96 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isfahani, on the authority of Suleiman ibn



Davood al-Minqgari, on the authority of Yahya ibn Sa’id al-Qat’tan that he had heard Aba Abdullah as-
Sadiq (MGB) say, “The following words of the Honorable the Exalted God ‘He has let free the two
bodies of flowing water, meeting together: Between them is a Barrier which they do not
transgress’ss refer to Ali (MGB) and Fatimah (MGB). They are like the ‘two bodies of water’ filled with
such deep knowledge that neither one of them would transgress to the other one’s side. And the verse
‘Out of them come Pearls and Coral’s6 refers to Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein (MGB).”

The Prophe Left Two Things amongst His Nation

2-97 Al-Hassan ibn Abdullah ibn Sa’id al-Askari narrated that Muhammad ibn Hamdan al-Qushayri
quoted Al-Mugayrih ibn Muhammad ibn al-Muhlib, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Abdullah ibn Davood, on the authority of Fuzayl ibn Mazooq, on the authority of Atiye al-Oafi, on the
authority of Abi Sa’id al-Khidry that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “I have left amongst you two things each
of which is longer than the other one. They are the Book of God which is a Rope that extends from the
heavens to the Earth and my /frat. These two shall not be separated from each other until they meet me

at the Heavenly Pool.57”

(The narrator of this tradition added:) | asked Abi Sa’id (al-Khidry), “Who are the Prophet’s /trat?” He
replied, “They are the members of his Holy Household.”

Will be Questioned About the ‘Two Heavy Things’ on the

Resurrection Day

Will be Questioned About the ‘Two Heavy Things’58 on the Resurrection Day

2-98 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab and Yaqoob
ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the
authority of Ma’ruf ibn Kharboz, on the authority
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of Abil Tufayl Amer ibn Vasele’, on the authority of Hazigat ibn Asid al-Qaffari, “When God’s Prophet
(MGB) returned from the Farewell Pilgrimage we were with him (MGB). When we reached Al-Juhfa, the
Prophet (MGB) ordered his companions to relax. Then the people all settled down. Then they said the
call to prayer and the Prophet (MGB) said two units of prayers with his companions. Then the Prophet
(MGB) turned towards them and told them, ‘The Graceful, the All-Aware has informed me that | will die
and so shall you. Assume that | have answered God’s call. | am held responsible to God regarding what
| have delivered to you. Verily, | am leaving behind God’s Book and His Proof. You are held responsible
for them. What would you tell your Lord?’ They said, ‘We will say that you fulfilled your mission, gave us

"

advice, and strived. May God grant you the best reward on our behalf.

Then the Prophet (MGB) asked them, “Don’t you bear witness that there is no god but One; that | am
God’s Prophet sent to you; that Paradise does exist; that Hell does exist; and that there is resurrection

after death?” They replied, “We bear witness to this.”

The Prophet (MGB) said, “May God bear witness to what you say. | take you as witnesses and bear
witness that God is my Master. | am the Master of all Muslims. Is it not true that my Mastery over the
believers is more than that of their own mastery over themselves? Do you believe in this? Will you bear

witness to this?” They replied, “We bear witness to this.”



Then the Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever | am the Master of, Ali is the Master of.” Then he grabbed Ali’s
hand and raised it up along with his own hand in such a way that both their underarms could be seen.
Then the Prophet (MGB) said, “O my God! Please be the friend of his friends and be the enemy of his
enemies. Assist whoever assists him, and abandon whoever abandons him. | shall leave and you will
meet me again at the Heavenly Pool59 later. That is a Pool whose width expands from Bosri to San’a.60
There are as many silver goblets in it as there are stars in the sky. Then | shall question you about what
you bear witness to today when | meet you at my Pool. | will ask you what you did with the Two Heavy

Things61 and how you dealt with what | left behind when you meet me. “
They said, “O Messenger of God! What are the Two Heavy Things?”

The Prophet (MGB) said, “The greater of the Two Heavy Things is the Book of the Honorable the
Exalted God. It is a means that is extended from God and | towards you. One side of it is in the Hand of
God and the other side is in your hands. The knowledge of the past and what is yet to come up until the
arrival of the Hour is in it. And the smaller of the Two Heavy Things is equal to the Quran: It is Ali ibn Abi
Talib (MGB) and his Household (MGB). These Two will be inseparable until they come to me at the

Heavenly Pool.”
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Ma’ruf ibn Kharboz said, “I quoted this for Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB). Then the Imam (MGB) said, ‘Abil
Tufayl has told the truth. May God have Mercy upon him. | have seen this in Ali (MGB)’s book and |

know it.”

A similar tradition has been narrated by my father - may God be pleased with him - who quoted that Al



ibn Ibrahim quoted his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr.

A similar tradition has been narrated by Ja’far ibon Muhammad ibn Masroor - may God be pleased with
him - who quoted Al-Hussein ibn Muhammad ibn Amer, on the authority of his uncle Abdullah ibn Amer,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr.

A similar tradition has been narrated by Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased
with him - who quoted Ali ibn al-Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah
al-Barqy, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Ma’ruf ibn Kharboz, on the authority of Abil Tufayl Amer ibn
Vasele’, on the authority of Hazigat ibn Asid al-Qaffari.

The compiler of the book - may God increase his honor said, “There are many traditions on this issue. |

have presented them in the book A/-Ma'refat fi Fazael.

Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein (MGB) Had Two Amulets

2-99 Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Qazvini known as Ibn Mugayrih narrated that Muhammad ibn
Abdullah al-Hazrami quoted Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Ahval, on the authority of Khilad al-Mugar’ri, on the
authority of Qays, on the authority of Abil Hassain62, on the authority of Yahya ibn Vasab that Ibn Umar
said, “Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein (MGB) had two amulets63 which were filled with fuzz64 from
the wings of Gabriel (MGB).”

Day and Night are Two Carriages

2-100 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar narrated that Abu Hamid Ahmad ibn Ishaq al-
Haravy quoted Abu Hafs Umar ibn al-Hassan ibn Nasr al-Qazi, on the authority of Mo’amil ibn Ahab, on
the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Muqgayrih al-Misri, on the authority of Sufyan al-Sowri, on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Akrama, on the authority of Ibn Abbas65 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“Day and night are two carriages.”

Two Men to Whom God has Granted Two Wings with Which to
Fly in Paradise along with the Angels

2-101 Ahmad ibn Zyad ibn Ja’far al-Hamedany - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn
Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted Muhammad ibn Isa
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ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the authority of Ibn Asbat, on the authority
of Ali ibn Salim, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Sabet ibn Abi Sofayeh66 that Ali ibn al-
Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB) said, “May God have Mercy upon Al-Abbas - that is Ibn Ali67 - who preferred
his brother to himself and sacrificed himself for his brother as a result of which both his hands were cut
off (by the enemies). God granted him two wings so that he can fly in Paradise along with the angels.
God did the same for Ja’far ibn Abi Talib (MGB).



Abbas (MGB) has such a high rank near the Blessed the Sublime God which all the martyrs of Karbala6s

envy on the Resurrection Day.”

This is a long narration. | have only presented a part of it here as needed. | have presented the complete
tradition along with other traditions regarding the nobilities of Ab’bas ibn Ali (MGB) in the book Magtal
Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB).

Two Things Ruin the People

2-102 Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abu Abdullah al-Qaza’ee - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Abu Abdullah Ishag ibn al-Ab’bas ibn Ishaq ibn Musa ibn Ja’far quoted his father, on the authority of his
forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ali (MGB) that the Commander of the Faithful

Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Fear of poverty and arrogance ruin the people.”

What the Commander of the Faithful (MGB) Said about Two
People Who Broke His Back

2-103 Ahmad ibn Harun al-Fami - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ja’far
ibn Bat'tat known as Mil69 quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqgy, who linked it up through a chain of
narrators to the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB), “Two men will break my back in this world:
the corrupt but eloquent, and the ignorant worshipper. The first group use their tongue to cover up their
corruption and the second group use their worshipping to cover up their ignorance. Therefore, beware of
the corrupt scholars and ignorant worshippers. They are the ones who cause all sedition. | heard God’s

Prophet (MGB) say, ‘O Ali! My nation will be destroyed by eloquent hypocrites.”

A Greedy Man is Deprived of Two Characteristics and Has Two

Characteristics

2-104 Ahmad ibn Harun al-Fami and Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Masroor - may God be pleased with
them - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ja’far ibn Bat'tat quoted Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the
authority of his father who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “A greedy man is
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deprived of two characteristics and has two characteristics. He is deprived of contentment and has lost

comfort. He is deprived of being pleased (with God’s Judgement) and has lost certitude.”

Two Prayers Which God’s Prophet (MGB) Never Abandoned
Saying

2-105 Based on what the jurist Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Ahmad related to me in Balkh, Ali ibn Abdul
Aziz quoted that Amr ibn Oan narrated on the authority of Khalaf ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Abi
Ishaqg al-Sheibany, on the authority of Abdul Rahman ibn al-Aswad, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ayesha, “God’s Prophet (MGB) never stopped saying two forms of prayers in public or in
private70: one was saying two units of prayers after the afternoon prayer, and the other one was saying

two units of prayers before the morning prayer.”



2-106 Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Ahmad narrated that Ali ibn Abdul Aziz quoted Abu Na’eem, on the
authority of Abdul Vahid ibn Aymain, on the authority of his father, “I went to see Ayesha and asked her
about the two units of prayers after the afternoon prayers. She said, ‘| swear by God who will take away
his soul (i.e. the Prophet’s soul), the Prophet (MGB) never stopped saying those two units of prayers
until he (MGB) went to meet the Honorable the Exalted God (perished), except for when he (MGB) was
ill and could not say the prayers in a standing position. He said most of his prayers in a standing
position.” | asked her, ‘However, when Umar was in power, he admonished against these prayers.” She
said, ‘You are right. However, God’s Prophet (MGB) never said these prayers in the mosque, since he
(MGB) feared that this might place a burden on his nation. Thus, he preferred to hide this from them.””

2-107 Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Ahmad narrated that Yusuf ibn Ishaq al-Hazrami quoted Al-Howzi71, on
the authority of Al-Shoa’bat72, on the authority of Abi Ishag, on the authority of Masruq, on the authority
of Ayesha, “Whenever God’s Prophet (MGB) was with me, he (MGB) said two units of prayers after
saying the afternoon prayers.”

2-108 Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Ahmad narrated that Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Tarkhan quoted Abdullah
ibn al-Sabah al-At’tar, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, that is Al-O’agi, on the authority of
Abu Jamreh73, on the authority of Abu Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Qays, on the authority of his father that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever says the two prayers at the cool times shall enter Paradise.” This

means after the morning and afternoon prayers.

The compiler of the book - may God increase his honor - said, “My intention behind presenting these
traditions here is to denounce those who are opposed to saying the extra prayers after the morning and

afternoon prayers and that they oppose what the Prophet (MGB) said and did.”
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Two Groups of People Who Have Not Benefited from Islam

2-109 Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Bashar al-Qazvini - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Al-
Muzaf'far ibn Ahmad and Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Suleiman quoted Ali ibn Ja’far al-Baghdady, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Malik al-Kufy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Rashid, on the
authority of Ali ibn Salim, on the authority of his father that Aba Abdullah Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “The least thing with which a man might lose his faith is to sit down with the Boasters74,
listen to them and acknowledge what they say. My father (MGB) narrated that his father (MGB) quoted
on the authority of his grandfather (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, ‘There are two groups of
people in my nation who have not benefited from Islam at all. They are the Boasters75 and the
Qadarites76.”

2-110 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Muni’'a77 quoted Ibn Muni’a, on the authority of Al-Hassan
ibn Arafeh, on the authority of Ali ibn Sabit, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Ishag, on the authority of
Ibn Abi Layli, on the authority of Nafe’ah, on the authority of Ion Umar that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“There are two groups of people in my nation who have not benefited from Islam at all. They are the

Marajites and the Qadarites78.”

Animosity Would Bring about Two Sufferings

2-111 Ahmad ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Walid al-Salmy narrated that Abulfazl Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Katib
al-Neishaboory quoted through documents linking up to the Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abi Talib



(MGB) that he (MGB) told his children, “O my children! Avoid animosity with the people, since they can
be divided into two groups. Some of them are intelligent ones who would deceive you and some of them
are ignorant ones who would rush to retaliate. What one says is like a male, while what is said in
response is like a female. Once they mingle together there would be an inevitable outcome.” The Imam

(MGB) then recited the following poem:

Whoever refuses to respond to the ignorant, his honor would be saved
Whoever is moderate with the base people has done the right thing
Whoever honors great men would be honored

Whoever belittles great men would not be honored.79

People Get Old, but Two Things Remain Young within Them

2-112 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Furgany in Furgan narrated that Abul Qasim
Sa’id ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Salim quoted Abu Zakarya Yahya ibn al-Fazl al-Varraq, on the authority of
Qutaybat ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Abu Awanah, on the authority of Qatadah, on the authority of
Anas that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The Children of Adam (people) will get old, but two things still
remain young within them: greed for wealth and greed for life.”
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2-113 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sejezy narrated that Muhammad ibn Mu’az quoted Al-Hussein ibn al-
Hassan, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mobarak, on the authority of Sho’abat ibn al-Haj’jaj, on the
authority of Abi Qatadah, on the authority of Anas ibn Malik80 that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The
Children of Adam (people) will get old or die, but two things still remain young in them: greed and

aspirations.”

Two Characteristics Which Cause Two Things

2-114 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady narrated that Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn al-Hassan al-Ameri quoted Ibrahim ibn Isa ibn Ubayd al-Sadoosi, on the authority of Suleiman ibn
Amr, on the authority of Yahya ibn Abdullah ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Hassan, on the authority of his mother
Fatimah - the daughter of Al-Hussein, on the authority of her father (MGB)81 that God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “Inclination towards this world would increase anxiety and grief. Abstinence from this world would

comfort the heart and the body.”

The Two Things Which the Children of Adam Dislike

2-115 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abul Abbas al-Suraj quoted Qutaybat, on the authority of Abdul
Aziz, on the authority of Amr ibn Abi Amr, on the authority of Asim ibn Umar ibn Qatadat, on the
authority of Mahmood ibn Lobayd that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two things which the
Children of Adam dislike. They dislike death, while death is the relief of the believers from trials, and they
dislike to have little wealth, while having little wealth would reduce the amount of Reckoning.”

The Prophet (MGB) Remained Silent in Two Instances

2-116 Judge Abu Sa’id Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sejezy narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Himdan quoted Abu
Masood Isma’il ibn Masood, on the authority of Yazid - Zari’a, on the authority of Sa’id - who is Abi



Urubeh, on the authority of Qatadat, on the authority of Al-Hassan, “Samrah ibn Jundab and Imran ibn
Hussayn had a discussion with each other. Samrat narrated that he remembered two instances when
the Prophet (MGB) remained silent: once after saying the Takbir (God is Great) in prayer and the second
time after reciting the Opening Chapter of the Quran (A/-Fatiha82) and before bowing down in prayer.”
Qatadat then said that the second instance of the Prophet’s (MGB) silence in what Samurah narrated
was after saying ‘Qayr al-Maqgzoobe va laz-Zaleen’ (...those whose (portion) is not wrath, and who go

not astray)83.

However, Imran ibn Hussayn rejected this. Then they both wrote a letter in this regard to Abi ibn Ka’ab

and asked him about this. Abi ibn Ka’ab replied, “What Samurah has remembered is right.”
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The compiler of the book - may God increase his honor - said, “The Prophet (MGB) remained silent for
a short while after reciting the verses of the Quran and before saying Allahu Akbar (God is Great) to go
into the state of bowing down in prayers so that there is a pause in between them. This means that the
Prophet (MGB) neither said Amin (Amen) after reciting the Opening Chapter of the Holy Quran (A/-
Fatihas4) quietly or loudly. As remaining silent doesn’t imply saying anything, this is a strong proof for
the Shiites who oppose saying Amin (Amen) after reciting the Opening Chapter of the Holy Quran (A/-
Fatihag5). And there is no strength save in God the Sublime the Great.”

2-117 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Sa’ed quoted Al-Ab’bas ibn Muhammad, on the authority of
Oan ibn Am’marat al-Etri, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Suleiman, on the authority of Malik ibn Dinar, on
the authority of Abdullah ibn Qalib, on the authority of Abi Sa’id al-Khidry that God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “There are two characteristics which cannot co-exist in a Muslim: stinginess and being bad-

tempered.”

Two Characteristics Which Cannot Co-exist in One’s Heart

2-118 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sejezy narrated that Ibn Sa’ed quoted Ishaq ibn Shahin, on the authority
of Khalid ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Yusuf ibn Musa (ibn Rashid ibn Bilal al-Qat’tan), on the
authority of Jarir (ibn Abdul Hamid), on the authority of Soheil (ibn Abi Salih), on the authority of Safvan,
on the authority of Abi Yazid, on the authority of Abil Qa’aqa ibn al-Lajlah, on the authority of Abi
Hurayrih that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Extreme miserliness and faith can never co-exist in one’s

heart.”

Jealousy Is Not Proper Except in Two Conditions

2-119 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Daybali quoted Abu
Abdullah (who is Al-Hussein ibn al-Hassan al-Marvazy), on the authority of Sufyan, on the authority of
Al-Zuhra, on the authority of Salim, on the authority of his father that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “It is
not proper to be jealous except in two conditions. The first case is to be jealous of a man to whom God
has granted things and he gives some in charity day and night. The second case is to be jealous of a

man to whom God has granted the Quran and he recites it during the day and the night.”

The Reason For The Twofold Love of The Prophet For Aqil

2-120 Abu Muhammad al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn al-Hassan ibn Ja’far ibn Ubaydullah
ibn al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) narrated that his grandfather Yahya ibn



al-Hassan (MGB) quoted Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Mogad’dasi, on the authority
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of Ali ibn al-Hassan, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Rostam, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sakoony,



on the authority of Jabir ibn Yazid al-Jo’afy, on the authority of Abdul Rahman ibn Sabit that God’s
Prophet (MGB) told Aqil, “O Aqil' My love for you is twofold. | myself love you and | also love you since
Abi Talib loves you.”

The Prophet (MGB) Was Pleased by Two Things

2-121 Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Alavi - may God be pleased with him — narrated that his
grandfather quoted on the authority of Davood ibn al-Qasim, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Zayd that
he had heard a group of the members of his household say, “When Ja’far ibn Abi Talib - may God be
pleased with him - returned from Ethiopia where he had migrated to, it coincided with the conquering of
Khaybar. The Prophet (MGB) stood up in front of him, kissed him on the forehead and said, ‘l do not

”

know what has pleased me more? Is it the return of Ja’far or is it the conquering of Khaybar by God.

(The compiler of the book said,) ‘I have narrated the traditions in this regard in the book Faza’el Ja'far
ibn Abi Talib.

The ProphetGranted Two Thigs to Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein

2-122 Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Alavi - may God be pleased with him — narrated that his
grandfather quoted az-Zubayr ibn Abu Bakr, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hamzih az-Zubayri, on the
authority of lbrahim ibn Ali al-Ra’fe’ee, on the authority of his father, on the authority of his grandmother
Bint Abi Ra’feh, “When the Prophet of God (MGB) was ill and about to perish, Fatimah (MGB) - the
daughter of God’s Prophet (MGB), Al-Hassan (MGB) and Al-Hussein (MGB) were with the Prophet
(MGB). Fatimah (MGB) said, ‘O Prophet of God! They are your (grand)children! Grant them something
as inheritance.” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘I grant Al-Hassan my majesty and mastery, and grant Al-

Hussein my bravery and benevolence.””

2-123 Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Alavi - may God have Mercy upon him - narrated that
his grandfather quoted Muhammad ibn Ali, on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Hassan ibn Muhammad
and Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn Abi Ra’feh, on the authority of his father, on the authority of one of
the elders among the Helpers (Ansar) who linked it up to Zaynab - the daughter of Abi Ra’feh, on the
authority of her mother that Fatimah (MGB) said, “O Prophet of God! They are your (grand)children!
Grant them something.” The Prophet (MGB) said, “I grant Al-Hassan my majesty and mastery, and

grant Al-Hussein my bravery and benevolence.’

2-124 Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Alavi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that his
grandfather quoted Muhammad ibn Ja’far, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn
Muhammad, on the authority of Safvan ibn Suleiman that the Prophet (MGB) said, “Regarding
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Al-Hassan, | have granted him my grandeur and patience, and regarding Al-Hussein, | have granted

him my benevolence and compassionateness.”

It Is Not Proper For One to Stay Awake After the Night Prayer




Except for Two People

2-125 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abul Abbas al-Suraj quoted Abdullah ibn Umar, on the
authority of Vaki’a ibn al-Jar’rah, on the authority of Sufyan, on the authority of Mansoor (ibn al-
Mua’tamar ibn Abdullah ibn Rabi’ah al-Kufy), on the authority of Khasamat (ibn Abdul Rahman), on the
authority of Abdullah (ibn Mas’ood) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “It is not proper to stay awake after
the night prayer except for two people: one who wants to pray, and one who is traveling.”

The Two Main Causes of Going to Hell and the Two Main Causes

of Going to Paradise

2-126 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Mu’az quoted on the authority of Al-Hussein al-Marvazy,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Davood al-Awedi, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Abi Hurayrih that the Prophet (MGB) said, “The two main two reasons why
some people from my nation will go to Hell are the two cavities.” The Prophet (MGB) was asked, “O
Prophet of God! What do you mean by the two cavities?” The Prophet replied, “Stomach and sex.” The
Prophet (MGB) added, “And the two main reasons for entry into Paradise are fearing God and having a
good temper.”

The Honorable the Exalted God Would Not Give His Servants
Two Fears And Two Securities

2-127 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Mu’az quoted Al-Hussein al-Marvazy, on the authority of
Abdullah, on the authority of (ibn) Oan, on the authority of Al-Hassan that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“God the Blessed the Sublime swore by His Honor and Grandeur that He would not give His servants
(that is the people) two fears and two securities. If a person is not afraid of Me in this world, | will scare
him on the Resurrection Day, and if he is afraid of Me in this world, | will make him secure on the

Resurrection Day.”

Two Things Improve This Nation And Two Destroy It

2-128 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady narrated that Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn al-Hassan al-Ameri quoted Ibrahim ibn Isa ibn Ubayd al-Sadoosi, on the authority of Suleiman ibn
Amr, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Hassan ibn Hassan ibn Ali, on the authority of his mother Fatimah
- the daughter of Al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB)86 that God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “The first two things that would improve this nation are abstinence and certitude, and the last two

things that would destroy it are stinginess and having high aspirations.”
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1. In some versions we read Al-Qazi.
2. Defecation, farting, urination, ejaculation, menses and spotting.

3. Denied and not thanked for.



4. By which the people are tested.

5. We read Yahya al-Tavil Sahibn al-Misti in the Al-Navadir chapter on At-Tahzib in the book Aj-Jahhad.’

6. The Al-Muhlibs were the family from the noble ones of the Shayban clan who were supporters of the Umayyads. They
were the heads of the army and governors of the states in the Umayyads government. Muhlib ibn Abi Safreh and Yazid ibn
Muhlib are two of the most famous of them.

7. Hashemite is the Latin version of the Arabic Hashemi and traditionally refers to those belonging to the Bani Hashim, or
“clan of Hashim", a clan within the larger Quraysh tribe.

8. Hypocrites.

9. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

10. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

11. lbn Ayoob.

12. Al-Sakoony.

13. The pilgrimage occurs from the 6th to the 12th day of Dhul-Hijja, the 12th month of the Islamic calendar.

14. "Speak fairly to the people." [The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:83]

15. Meaning that he is content.

16. The Holy Quran: Al-Hajj 22:19.

17. An Arabic word meaning benevolent.

18. Imam Musa Kazim (MGB).

19. Al-Ash’ari.

20. Georgia, known from 1990 to 1995 as the Republic of Georgia, is a country to the east of the Black Sea in the south
Caucasus. A former republic of the Soviet Union, it shares borders with Russia in the north and Turkey, Armenia,
Azerbaijan in the south.

21. See footnote for 1-21.

22. In another tradition we read that God says, “I am the third party in any partnership as long as the partners do not cheat
each other. However, | will leave the partnership as soon as they cheat each other.”

23. The procedure laid down for divorce requires that divorce should be pronounced, during the period of cleanness, and
must be followed by iddah, a waiting period of about three months; and during this period the woman should remain in the
house of her husband, and the parties may re—establish marital relations. In the case of women who do not menstruate, the
iddah is three months, and in the case of pregnant women it lasts till delivery. There is no iddah when the divorce takes

place before the parties have come together.

After the iddah has passed away, the parties may remarry. But the option for re-establishment of marital relations and
remarriage is limited to two occasions, if the husband after benefiting of the permission on two occasions resorts to divorce
a third time the divorce becomes irrevocable and reconciliation cannot be effected, nor can the parties remarry. An
exception in this case is, however, made when the wife has married another husband and becomes eligible again for

marriage through a divorce, or any other reason.

24. Meaning that good and sincere friends are very hard to find.

25. The pilgrimage occurs from the 6th to the 12th day of Dhul-Hijja, the 12th month of the Islamic calendar.

26. or Maysar (ibn Abdul Aziz).

27. Some people used to say this during the Tashahhud in the middle of their prayers.

28. This refers to Adam being thrown out of Paradise.

29. Imam al-Bagir (MGB).

30. The Holy Quran: Furgan 25:67.

31. The Holy Quran: Saffat 37:102.

32. The Holy Quran: Nahl 16:40.

33. God said in the Holy Quran, “Do not marry, from now on, the ex-wives of your fathers.” [The Holy Quran: Al-Nisaa
4:22]

34. God said in the Holy Quran, “Know that whatever property you may gain, one fifth belongs to Allah, the Messenger, the



kindred, orphans, the needy and those who need money while on a journey.” [The Holy Quran: Al-Anfal 8:41]

35. The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:133.

36. The Holy Quran: Saffat 37:107.

37. Imam as-Sadiq (MGB).

38. Imam al-Baqir (MGB).

39. Imam as-Sadiq (MGB).

40. Imam al-Baqir (MGB).

41. Imam al-Hassan ibn Ali (MGB).

42. Of the End of Time and the coming of the Resurrection Day.

43. Imam as-Sadiq (MGB)

44. Imam al-Baqir (MGB)

45. Hashemite is the Latin version of the Arabic Hashemi and traditionally refers to those belonging to the Bani Hashim, or
"clan of Hashim", a clan within the larger Quraysh tribe.

46. Tanbour refers to a certain musical instrument, a kind of malodine with cords of brass wire, which is played with a
plectrum.

47. Al-Ash’ari.

48. A form of perfume

49. Imam As-Sajjad (MGB)

50. The Holy Quran: Waqgea 56:1.

51. The Holy Quran: Waqgea 56:2.

52. The Holy Quran: Waqgea 56:3.

53. The Holy Quran: Wagea 56:3.

54. people

55. The Holy Quran: Rahman 55:19-20.

56. The Holy Quran: Rahman 55:21.

57. Al-Kauthar or the Pool in Heaven.

58. Sagalayn

59. Al-Kauthar or the Pool in Heaven

60. From somewhere in Damascus to somewhere in Baghdad.

61. Sagalayn

62. Abil Hassain Uthman ibn Asim al-Asadi al-Kufi

63. Lucky jewelry: a piece of jewelry worn to provide protection against evil, injury, disease or bad luck. Lucky object: an
ordinary object that is supposed to provide protection against bad luck or negative forces. An object worn, especially around
the neck, as a charm against evil or injury.

64. A mass of short fine hairs or fibers

65. See footnote for 1-21.

66. Who is Abu Hamzih al-Somali

67. Saint Ab’bas the son of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB)

68. Where Imam Al-Hussein (MGB) and all his companions were martyred.

69. In some versions ‘known as hil’

70. In Sahih Muslim it is followed by “in my house.”

71. referring to Hafs ibn Umar ibn al-Harith Abi Umar al-Howzi

72. Al-Shoa’bat ibn al-Hujjaj.

73. Who is Nasr ibn Imran al-Zaba’ee al-Basri

74. “Boasters” refers to three groups of people: 1) Those who boast about Ali (MGB) and consider him to be God. 2) Those
who boast about the members of the household of the Prophet (MGB), and attribute to them characteristics which they do
not attribute to themselves. 3) Those who believe that the recognition of the Imam will make us needless of performing all
acts of worship and all the obligatory deeds. Thus by relying on our love for the members of the household of the Prophet



(MGB) they abandon making ablutions, saying prayers, fasting, paying the alms-tax and performing the Hajj pilgrimage to
the Ka’ba.

75. “Boasters” refers to three groups of people: 1) Those who boast about Ali (MGB) and consider him to be God. 2) Those
who boast about the members of the household of the Prophet (MGB), and attribute to them characteristics which they do
not attribute to themselves. 3) Those who believe that the recognition of the Imam will make us needless of performing all
acts of worship and all the obligatory deeds. Thus by relying on our love for the members of the household of the Prophet
(MGB) they abandon making ablutions, saying prayers, fasting, paying the alms-tax and performing the Hajj pilgrimage to
the Ka’ba.

76. The Qadarites believed that all their deeds and actions are created by themselves and God has no control over them.
77. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

78. The Qadarites believed that all their deeds and actions are created by themselves and God has no control over them.
79. It seems that these are Imam Ali’s (MGB) own poems.

80. See footnote for 1-103.

81. Imam Al-Hussein (MGB).

82. The Holy Quran: Chapter 1.

83. The Holy Quran: Al-Fatiha 1:7.

84. The Holy Quran: Chapter 1.

85. The Holy Quran: Chapter 1.

86. Imam Al-Hussein (MGB)
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