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ُةباقع هلرِ وْنٱلْم نا عونَهوفِ ورعواْ بِٱلْمرماوٟةَ وكآتَۇاْ ٱلزلوٟةَ وواْ ٱلصقَامضِ ارٱال ف منَّاهنْ ما ٱلَّذِين
ٱالمورِ

(They are) those who, if We establish them in the land, establish regular prayers and give regular
charity, enjoin the right and forbid wrong: with God rests the end (and decision) of (all) affairs.
(22:41)

Prophet Muhammad once shook a dry branch of a tree such that all of the leaves of the branch fell off,
and then he said, “The sins of those who pray drop off as the leaves of this branch fell off.”1

In the thick of the battle of Karbala, on the day of Ashura, Abu Thumamah al-Saydawi advised his
commander, “Aba Abdullah, the time for noon prayer has come.”

The Imam did not rebuke him for interrupting; instead, he replied, “You have remembered the prayer.
May God make you steadfast in your prayers. Yes, the time for noon prayer has just begun.”

Prayers are the pillars of our faith. Our entire religion has been condensed into the prayers. If our
prayers are accepted, then all of our good deeds will be accepted. When sincerity, honesty, and
humbleness are shown in the prayers, then certainly the prayers will be heard by the Almighty and our
other good deeds will be accepted. However, if the prayers are carelessly performed, then perhaps God
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may overlook our good deeds.

When we recite the ziyarah of Imam Husayn, we highlight his dedication to the prayers, “I bear witness
that you established the prayers, and gave charity, and enjoined good, and forbade evil.” Beyond
politics, these four aims, also encapsulated in verse 22:41 summarize the main message of Imam
Husayn. Therefore, we must uphold them, particularly the prayers; for they are what Imam Husayn stood
for, and they are what he wants from his followers.

Nevertheless, a fallacy has spread that one does not have to pray because the intercession will come to
their aid. This is a complete misconception. As Imam as-Sadiq warned us on his deathbed, “Our
intercession will not reach those who take their prayers lightly.” Hence, loyalty to Islam begins with your
prayers. Nothing can substitute for the prayers. Improving our relationship with God deepens our
understanding of the prayers, and similarly improving the prayers deepens our connection with God.

Praying is not unique or exclusive to Islam. All religions encourage some form of meditation or prayer, no
matter who they consider the divine to be. Even the pre-Islamic idol worshippers of Arabia prayed.

َونفُرَت نتُما كبِم ذَابةً فَذُوقُوا ٱلْعدِيتَصو آءم التِ ايندَ ٱلْبع متُهالانَ صا كمو 

Their prayer at the House is nothing but whistling and clapping. So taste the punishment
because of what you used to defy. (8:35)

True, their prayers were lacking and it was not what God wanted from them; but nonetheless, they did
pray.

Therefore, the concept stated by the Prophet that “abandoning the prayers marks the division between
faith and disbelief”2 is not limited to Islam. Even if in your heart, you truly believe in God, the prophets,
the imams, and the Last Day, you cannot call yourself a true believer if you do not recite the obligatory
prayers, for the Prophet has said, “Whoever makes light of his prayers is not from me.”3 Thus, those
who do not pray are not recognized as being remotely close to the Prophet.

Unfortunately, the latter tends to be our case these days. Some Muslims are neglecting their prayers
because they are too busy working, or studying, or engaged in family or social affairs. They claim that
there is no time to perform the five daily prayers. Perhaps, we may live in a very fast-paced and
demanding world that requires much of our time and energy, but we have to remember our essence and
why we were created. The prayers act as a healthy “time-out” throughout the day to listen to our heart
and soul. If we listen carefully, they are telling us that we need to remember God and include Him in our
daily life; and the best way to do this is through the obligatory prayers.

One of the beauties of this universe is that God has provided us with many spiritual parables in life.
When you love someone, you think about that person all the time. You might spend only one hour a day



talking to that person, but the rest of your day is spent in thought about them. You will find any way to
communicate with the person you love, no matter what the barriers are. Thinking and talking to the one
that you love preoccupies your time. God wants us to feel that way about Him, even more. After teaching
Prophet Moses the prayers, God ordained:

ۤرِيذِكلۈةَ لٱلص مقاو دْنبنَاْ فَٱعا الا لَـٰهالۤ ا هنَا ٱلا ۤنَّنا

“Indeed I am God - there is no god except Me. So worship Me, and maintain the prayer for My
remembrance.” (20:14)

He wanted Prophet Moses to maintain this sort of relationship with Him, to think about Him and talk to
Him continuously. God wants this for us as well.

Remembering God gives us strength and helps us to remain optimistic. Imam Zain al-Abideen said in
Dua Abu Hamzah, “O Lord, through remembering You, my heart became alive.”4 Everything else for the
Imam - money, food, family, socializing, and entertainment - became secondary. He thrived on praising
Him.

You will not realize what you are missing out on if you neglect your prayers. You will feel empty inside
but will not know why. You will feel lost and hopeless like someone who has lost a loved one. Besides,
who is closer to our soul than God? When you have Him near, then you have everything, but when you
lose Him, you lose everything.

Rectifying our prayers is also the first step in redressing the social ills of our communities. God will help
us stem the tide of these mounting problems, but only if we seek help from Him. Belief is the key. In
order to be assuring of His help, we have to believe, not just in Him, but that He will indeed help us; all
we have to do is ask Him.

ًاراخَس إَال ينمزِيدُ ٱلظَّالي الو يننمولْمّةٌ لمحرو فَآءش وا هآنِ مٱلْقُر نم ِلنُنَزو

We send down in the Qur’an that which is a cure and mercy for the faithful; and it increases the
wrongdoers only in loss. (17:82)

Nevertheless, despite the vast mercy of God, many despair of His aid. Losing hope in God is considered
a cardinal sin in Islam. Murder and adultery are not the only major sins; despairing of God’s mercy is at
the same level. Imam as-Sadiq was sitting near the Sacred Mosque as Hajj ended when a man inquired
as to what sort of person has the greatest sin. He replied, “Whoever circumambulates this House, walks
between the two mountains of Safa and Marwah, witnesses the two stands in Arafat and Muzdalafah but
still doubts God’s forgiveness.” After going through that course of spiritual purification, if you are still
unsure about God’s forgiveness, then you doubt Him. From the very beginning, God created, shaped,



sustained, and guided you. If after all this you still mistrust His intentions, then that mistrust may become
your destruction.

Often more times than we would like to admit, we forget about God, but God never forgets about us.
Prophet Joseph was jailed under the orders of the Aziz of Egypt. When one of his companions in the jail
was being released, Prophet Joseph requested him to recommend his matter to the Aziz so that he too
could be released. At this time, the Angel Gabriel appeared to him in the jail and made him look at the
floor of the jail. When Prophet Joseph did so, he could see the bottom of the earth and the sea. He saw
in the bottom of the earth an ant with a particle of grain in its mouth. The angel said, “Do you think that
your God who has not even forgotten this ant at the bottom of the earth, takes care of it and feeds it,
would forget or disregard you?”

Still at times, our trust in God wavers. Praying offers us a vital link to keep up that hope and connection.
For years, I have repeatedly spoken about the subject of the prayer and I will continue to address it for
the rest of my life. If you are young, I urge you to rectify your prayers. Commitment to the prayer only
gets harder as you grow older and your responsibilities increase, though your strength decreases. Train
yourself to perform all of the prayers, particularly the morning prayer. When you begin your day with
God, then you will stand poised and energized throughout the day.

ًوداشْهانَ مرِ كآنَ ٱلْفَجنَّ قُررِ اآنَ ٱلْفَجقُرو لٱلْلَّي قغَس َلسِ ادُلُوكِ ٱلشَّمةَ لالٱلص مقا

Maintain the prayer from the sun’s decline till the darkness of the night, and [observe particularly]
the dawn recital. Indeed the dawn recital is attended [by angels]. (17:78)

As much as possible, say your prayers on the exact time, not just within the time frame allowed for them,
but at the beginning of the prayer time. When Imam Husayn’s companion reminded him about the prayer
on the day of Ashura, the Imam praised him for remembering the prayer at its onset. “Yes, the time for
noon prayer has just begun.” You will see the effect of praying on time in your life if you make it a
continuous habit.

Of course, you also need to remember that your prayers need to come from the heart. A tradition says,
“None of a servant’s prayers will be accepted except for that which comes from the heart.”5 One has to
have spiritual presence of the heart (hudhur al-qalb) while praying. Losing focus only takes a split
second and Satan will do his best to distract you. The moment you think about food, finals, or your
fiancée, your prayers are not worth as much. You need to try as hard as you can to pay full attention to
what you are saying and doing, for only those portions that you are paying attention in will be credited to
your account.

One day, the Prophet saw a man praying inside the mosque who was rushing through his ruku (bowing)
and sujud (prostration). He said that if this man died praying like that, he would not die on the path of



Islam. While in sujud we should try to remember the following tradition from the Prophet, “If one only
realized how many blessings of God encompass a person when they put their forehead on to the dust, a
person would never raise their head from the ground.” If we tried to keep this in our thoughts then
perhaps one would extend the sujud and enjoy the grace and mercy that God is showering upon us.

It must be remembered that the rewards of prayers are not confined to this world only. In return for the
sincerity of your prayers, God will grant you an eternal home in the highest level of Paradise. Therefore,
try your utmost to take care of your prayers. You will be rewarded for your prayers, just like you will be
rewarded for attending any religious session. You will reap the fruits of your choice at a time when you
are all alone and afraid, and at that time, you will suddenly sense the Divine aid coming to you.

So from now on, make sure that you stand for all of your prayers and on time. Pray with your family if
you can; but if that is not possible then pray alone. It will not take you more than a few minutes. Once
you begin, you will find yourself wanting to spend more and more time with God, as you taste the
sweetness of the prayers. Once you have grown accustomed to that, then you would never want to
substitute anything else in exchange for it.

The Final Departure & the Four Fears

Featured Themes:

Despair; Expectations of Death

زِيزٱلْع وهو المع نسحا ميا مكلُوبياةَ ليٱلْحو توٱلْم ٱلَّذِى خَلَق .قَدِير ءَش لك َلع وهلْكُ وٱلْم دِهكَ ٱلَّذِى بِيارتَب
ٱلْغَفُور

Blessed is He in whose hands is all sovereignty, and He has power over all things. He, who
created death and life that He may test you [to see] which of you is best in conduct. And He is
the All-Mighty, the All-Forgiving. (67:1-2)

Nothing strikes more terror into our hearts than death. we shriek from death in revulsion, yet we all are
marching towards the same fate. No matter how far we flee, it will soon catch up to us.

Death is part of life because it is the next step in the human life cycle. Interestingly, the Holy Qur’an
interprets death differently than life because it puts death before life. Without death, we would not be
able to recognize life, nor would we be able to progress towards our final goal. The Noble Prophet said,
“You were created to abide eternally.”

Many cringe from death because they fear that it will be their annihilation. However, others look forward
to it because they believe that it will bring rest. Both are mistakenly wrong in their approach about death
because everyone’s experience at death will be different. Some people may draw comfort from the



notion that their loved ones are now “at peace” after their passing away from this world, but in reality this
may not be the case. Some people, who denied the existence of the Hereafter, may not even reach
Heaven because according to the Prophet they “erred when they thought they would cease to exist.”

There is good reason why our inner nature abhors death. For most of us, entering the boundary between
life and death will be a traumatic moment, according to the Prophet. Further, he says, “They are being
transferred from the abode of deeds to the abode of torment or prosperity.” When we die, the Angel of
Death will take our souls from our bodies. We may try to scream for help, but our tongues will be
paralyzed; our connection to this world will be severed. We will have iron vision and we will see the
reality of what is before us. The veil between the two worlds, the world of the living and the dead will
disappear.

اهعنَفْسٍ م لك تآءجيدِ  وعٱلْو موكَ يورِ ذٰلٱلص خَ فنُفيدُ  وتَح نْهم نتا ككَ مذٰل قتِ بِالْحوةُ الْمرس تآءجو
سآئق وشَهِيدٌ  لَّقَدْ كنت ف غَفْلَة من هـٰذَا فَشَفْنَا عنكَ غطَآءكَ فَبصركَ ٱلْيوم حدِيدٌ

Then the agony of death brings the truth: “This is what you used to shun!” Then the Trumpet will
be blown: “This is the promised day.” Then every soul will come accompanied by a driver and a
witness: “You were certainly oblivious of this. We have removed your veil from you, and so your
sight is acute today.” (50:19-22)

Although the transition will be physically and psychologically challenging, the Prophet taught us to say,
“O God, help me against the stupor of death:

.اللَّهـم اَعنٟ علٟ سراتِ الْموتِ. اللَّهـم خَفّف علَينَا سراتِ الْموتِ

Allahumma, ainna alaa sakaraat al-mawt; Allahumma, khaffif alayna sakaraat al-mawt.

O Allah! Help me at the time of the stupor of death! O Allah! Lighten upon us the stupor of death!

We need to repeat his words in our prayers in order to lighten that moment, which will come upon all of
us.

اقسذٍ ٱلْمئموِكَ يبر َلاقِ. ابِٱلس اقٱلْتَفَّتِ ٱلسو .اقرٱلْف نَّها ظَناقٍ. ور نم يلقو .اقلَغَتِ ٱلتَّرذَا با الك

No indeed! When the soul reaches up to the collar bones, and it is said, “Who will take him up?”
and he knows that it is the [time of] parting, and each shank clasps the other shank, that day he
shall be driven toward your Lord. (75:26-30)

After the stupor of death lifts from us, we will find ourselves all alone, in a new and confusing world, a



world in which we will come face to face with the consequences of our deeds that we performed in this
worldly life.

Are we prepared for this?

ينادِقص نْتُمنْ كا تونَّۇاْ ٱلْمونِ ٱلنَّاسِ فَتَمد نم هل آءيلوا مَّنا تُممنْ زَعوۤاْ ااده ا ٱلَّذِينهياي قُل

Say, “O Jews! If you claim that you are God’s favorites, to the exclusion of other people, then
long for death, should you be truthful.” (62:6)

If we have truly prepared ourselves rightfully for the Hereafter, then we will not hesitate in the slightest to
meet the consequences of our actions because we want to be rewarded with Paradise. However, most
of us are afraid because of the fact that we know very well all of the secret thoughts and misdeeds that
we performed throughout our lives. As Voltaire, the French philosopher said, “Fear follows crime and is
its punishment.” No one needs to instill this dread into us; for we feel it ourselves. It is the most direct
result of our mistakes. Rather than living in terror or denying the reality of the Hereafter, if we fear and
recognize the next world, then we must take this opportunity now to reform ourselves while we still can
before it is too late.

ٰىواٱلْم نَّةَ هنَّ ٱلْجٰى. فَاوٱلْه نع ٱلنَّفْس نَهو ِهبر قَامم خَاف نا مماو

But as for him who is awed to stand before his Lord and forbids the soul from [following] desire,
his refuge will indeed be Paradise. (79:40-41)

Not all of our fear comes from guilt; for some of our fear is simply of the unknown. Death is the
“undiscovered territory.” Nothing we hear about it now can fully prepare us for our life after death.
Despite all of our religious teachings, the amount that we understand about the next world is still vastly
unknown.

As Thomas Hobbes, the English philosopher who lived over 400 years ago said, “I am about to take my
last voyage, a great leap in the dark.” During his lifetime, he supported the monarchy brutally and
fearlessly, but when it came time for his own death, he found himself helpless. He was unprepared to
face death.

Plato held the same view, that we fear death primarily because we fear the unknown. If we were to
reflect upon it, we would realize that death is only a natural progression of our existence. Like we
believe, his thought was that the soul is trapped in the body and held prisoner to its excesses.

Through dying, the soul will be set free and allowed to move onto its final destination. It is as the poet
Abu Ala al-Maari commented in his final days when blindness and infirmity confined him indoors. When



someone asked him how he was doing, he replied he was held captive through three things: his
blindness, his confinement, and his body, and he was waiting for death to come and set his soul free.

Nonetheless, despite how little we understand about death, reflecting upon it is invaluable. We learn
poignant lessons when we visit the cemetery. Today, we may bear the weight of a coffin but tomorrow
we will be inside of it. I knew a man once who had committed many terrible sins. Suddenly, one day he
decided to correct his life. I never heard of him committing a sin again. I asked him what led him to
change his life so drastically. He replied that he had been to a funeral for someone who was his own
age, and it struck him that death can even approach him without warning.

Therefore, he decided to prepare himself; he asked the caretaker a cemetery to sell him a grave. Initially,
the caretaker thought that the grave was for his parents. Then, he thought that maybe the man had a
terminal illness. Finally, he sold him the plot, and the man began digging his grave with his own hands.
After he fashioned a hole, big enough for himself, he put himself inside of it for several hours and
imagined what it would be like when his family, friends, and neighbors would heap the earth over him
and bury. After that image, he was a changed man.

I am not trying to frighten you needlessly. Reflecting on death does terrify us, but it also awakens us, just
like it did with this man. It shocks us into reforming ourselves. In this life, we fear just standing before an
ordinary traffic judge. On that Day, the stakes will be much higher and we will have no friends,
supporters, or attorneys to defend us. Most of us will be so scared that we will be not be able to stand.

َلُونمتَع نتُما كنَ موزتُج موا ٱلْيتَابِهك لا تُدْع ةما لةً كياثج ةما لٰى كتَرو

And you will see every nation fallen on its knees. Every nation will be summoned to its book:
“Today you will be requited for what you used to do.” (45:28)

The knowledge of that moment helps us maintain self-control and repel the whispers of Satan.

Another thing which will help us remain on the path of the truth is knowing that God is constantly
watching us.

ٰىري هنَّ ٱللَم بِاعي لَما

Does he not know that God sees? (96:14)

Although He is the most Merciful, but His punishment will also be the most merciless to those whose evil
was grand, so much so that “even the heavens and earth will not be able to withstand it.”6

ام هٱل نم مدَا لَهبو ةاميٱلْق موذَابِ يٱلْع وۤءن سم اْ بِهفْتَدَو هعم ثْلَهميعاً ومضِ جرٱال ا فواْ مظَلَم لَّذِيننَّ لا لَوو



لَم يونُواْ يحتَسبونَ

Even if the wrongdoers possessed all that is on earth, and as much of it besides, they would
surely offer it to redeem themselves with it from a terrible punishment on the Day of
Resurrection, and there will appear to them from God what they had never reckoned. (39:47)

Therefore, reforming ourselves should be the most important task while we are still alive.

In many instances, the Prophet taught us ways to alleviate the sufferings of death. One of the most
effective ways is to cultivate loyalty towards the Prophet and his Ahlul-Bayt. He foretold, “Love for me
and my Ahlul-Bayt aids in three situations: when beholding the Angel of Death; when being placed in
your grave; and when standing before God, the Almighty.”7

Despite all of the terror, God gives the believers glad tidings about death:

ًةيضرةً مياضِكِ ربر لا جِعنَّةُ  ٱرئطْمٱلْم ا ٱلنَّفْستُهياي

“O soul at peace! Return to your Lord, pleased, pleasing!” (89:27-28)

True believers will experience no fear at the moment of death, and they will be spared from the Hellfire.

َدُونخَال مهنفُسا تا ٱشْتَهم ف مها وهيسسونَ حعمسي دُونَ  العبا منْهكَ علٓـٰئوا نسنَّا ٱلْحم ملَه قَتبس نَّ ٱلَّذِينا
 ال يحزنُهم ٱلْفَزعُ ٱالكبر وتَتَلَقَّاهم ٱلْمالئةُ هـٰذَا يومم ٱلَّذِى كنتُم تُوعدُونَ

Indeed those to whom there has gone beforehand [the promise of] the best reward from Us will
be kept away from it. They will not hear even its faint sound and they will remain [forever] in what
their souls desire. The Great Terror will not upset them, and the angels will receive them [saying]:
“This is your day which you were promised.” (21:101-103)

In particular, books of tafseer (exegesis) specify that “those for whom the good from Us has gone
before” refers to those in the wilayah (embracement) of the Prophet and Ali b. Abi Talib. Befriend them
in your lifetime, and be loyal to him in this life, and you will be freed from the anxiety and loneliness on
that day of the great terror. Rather than fearing to meet your Lord, you will long to meet your Lord, like
Imam Husayn, and the other imams were.

Repentance & Ethical Obligations

Featured Themes:

God’s Mercy; God’s Love; Repentance



َظُونافٱلْحرِ ونٱلْم نونَ عٱلنَّاهوفِ ورعونَ بِٱلْمراجِدُونَ ٱآلمونَ ٱلسعاكونَ ٱلرحائدُونَ ٱلسامابِدُونَ ٱلْحونَ ٱلْعبٱلتَّائ
يننمورِ ٱلْمّشبو هدُودِ ٱلحل 

[The faithful are] penitent, devout, celebrators of God’s praise, wayfarers, who bow [and]
prostrate [in prayer], bid what is right and forbid what is wrong, and keep God’s bounds - and
give good news to the faithful. (9:112)

Thousands of years ago, prophet moses was crossing the sinai Desert when he encountered a man
living in the barren wilderness.

“Where are you going?” the man inquired.

“On top of Mount Tur to speak with God,” Moses replied.

“Will you take a message to Him from me?” the man asked.

Moses questioned him, “What is the message?”

The man’s eyes angered. “Tell your Lord that I am very angry with Him!” he grumbled. “Tell Him that He
should be ashamed of Himself! I do not want to be His servant, and I do not want Him to be my Lord! I
do not want His sustenance, food, health, or assistance! He can keep them for Himself! I am very
disappointed in Him, and I do not want to have anything to do with Him!”

Outraged, Moses parted from the man and resolved never to report this rude message to God. After
winding his way up the treacherous slope, he reached the pinnacle of the mountain and had nearly
completed his communion with God when he was asked by the Almighty whether he had something else
to convey.

There was no way he could lie to God. “I have a message to give You,” he said, “but it is very impolite, I
cannot bring myself to deliver it.”

“Is it from your servant or Mine?” asked God.

“It is from Your servant,” Moses admitted, and grudgingly repeated the message.

After he had finished reiterating that man’s tirade, God spoke to him and replied, “Moses, hasten to this
man. Send him My peace and greetings. Tell him that even if he does not love his Lord, his Lord still
loves him. Even if he does not care about Me, I, his Lord still care about him. I am not doing him a favor
by providing for him, this is my obligation. He may feel ashamed of being My servant, but I do not feel
ashamed of being his Lord. I still want him to return to Me. I will welcome him back whenever He
decides to return.”

Moses rushed from the mountaintop bearing this message of overwhelming generosity to the man.



Completely taken aback, the man fell to the ground and cried out, “Oh God, I thought You hated me.
Now, I know that You are my true friend.”

Every person is born with an immaculate heart according to God. When the heart of a person is clean, it
can contain God within it, for God says that neither the heavens nor the earth can contain God, only the
heart of a believer can. It is through the heart that we can feel God’s presence, His warmth, and His love
inside of us. When God is in our hearts, we sense a form of communion with Him. We feel Him guiding
and protecting us, but sometimes we force Him out of our hearts when we continuously commit immoral
acts. For God is immaculate, thus He can only reside in a virtuous heart, not one that is tarnished with
sin or filth. Nonetheless, God has provided a way for Him to return into the heart of a person that has
sinned, and that is through repentance.

Repentance cannot be a hallow confession. One cannot stand in the market, and steal an item, whether
hastily or deliberately, and then immediately seek repentance; for this is not a sincere admittance. One
has to feel the intense remorse throughout his entire body and vow never to repeat that act again.

Unfortunately, there are people who perpetually repeat offenses without recognizing the gravity of their
actions. They view their acts as minute, private or inconsequential; but in fact, they have become
immune to their sinful ways. They have tainted their heart with so much sin that it has become hardened
and blind to the reality. Even worse, the evil act eventually becomes insignificant for them.

The Qur’an declares that the most severe punishment against a habitual sinner is the hardening of the
heart. If a sinner continues the offenses, without true repentance, then one will suffer in this life and in
the next. It can almost be compared to a smoker. A smoker knows that cigarettes will cause damage to
their body and if they persist, then their entire health will suffer and deteriorate.

In order to save a troubled soul, sincere repentance must be performed. A committed vow not to repeat
the offense again should be binding. Allow yourself the opportunity for God to reside in the center of your
heart. Without His presence there, one will feel empty, unloved, and abandoned. It is the heart that
communicates with God; and He will not reject a sincere repenter, for God is full of mercy and
compassion.

In another instance, Prophet Moses asked, “God, are you close enough to me that I can whisper to You,
or are you far away from me that I have to call out to you?”

“I am a close companion of whoever remembers Me,”8 came the reply.

َشُدُونري ملَّهلَع ِنُوا بمولْيو واْ لتَجِيبسانِ فَلْيعذَا دا ةَ ٱلدَّاعوعد جِيبا قَرِيب ّنفَا ّنادِى عبلَكَ عاذَا ساو

When My servants ask you about Me, [tell them that] I am indeed near. I answer the supplicant’s
call when he calls Me. So let them respond to Me, and let them have faith in Me, so that they may



fare rightly. (2:186)

No matter what our crimes are, God still wants us to return back to Him. He showers His limitless
blessings on believers and atheists alike.

يا من يعط من سالَه، يا من يعط من لَم يسالْه ومن لَم يعرِفْه تَحنُّناً منْه ورحـمـةً

O You who gives to the one who asks. O You who gives to the one who does not ask and does
not even recognize You - out of His compassion and mercy.9

As we pray to God through the blessed words of our Imam, this shows us that He loves us despite our
misdeeds.

جازِيها فَال َلةَ عمعّالن مّظعيو ،يهصعنَا ا او ةروع لك َلع تُرسيو ،نادِيها ينح نجِيبالَّذِي ي هدُ لمالْح،

All praise be to God Who answers me whenever I call upon Him, and hides my secrets even
though I transgress, and grants me His blessings even though I do not deserve them.10

His mercy is infinite. He has no reason to take vengeance on us, because He does not want to see us
suffer. However our suffering is often due to our own actions.

Still, we rebuke Him by persisting in our rebellion.

وا نَّكَ ال تَحتَجِب عن خَلْقكَ اال انْ تَحجبهم االعمال دونَكَ

And You do not hide Yourself from Creation except that they hide themselves from You through
their deeds.11

Sinning impairs the functioning of our hearts. God created our hearts as tools to communicate with Him.
Nevertheless, whenever we sin, a dark stain settles on our hearts and interferes with our ability to
perceive the light of God.

َونوبجحذٍ لَّمئموي ِهِمبن رع منَّها الونَ. كبسانُواْ يا كم قُلُوبِهِم َلانَ عر لب الك

No indeed! Rather their hearts have been sullied by what they have been earning. No indeed!
They will be alienated from their Lord on that day. (83:14-15)

Unless we purify our hearts from sin by truly repenting, the stains will remain as a scar. The heart of a
sinner becomes so dysfunctional that it can no longer carry out its original purpose which is



communicating with the Creator. “There is no severe punishment for a person than the hardness of the
heart,”12 cautioned Imam al-Baqir. Hardness of the heart does not come easily. It accumulates after
many years of sinning. However, God gives us many chances and opportunity after opportunity to turn
back to Him before allowing our hearts to become cold and bitter.

يمحٱلر ٱلْغَفُور وه نَّهيعاً امج ٱلذُّنُوب رغْفي هنَّ ٱلا هٱل ةمحن رتَقْنَطُوا م ال هِمنفُسا لفُواْ عرسا ٱلَّذِين ادِىبعي قُل

Say [that God declares,] “O My servants who have committed excesses against their own souls,
do not despair of the mercy of God. Indeed God will forgive all sins. Indeed He is the All-
Forgiving, the All-Merciful. (39:53)

This verse does not address the average sinner. It addresses those engulfed in sins. Despite how far
they have sunk, God still reaches out to them, for He loves us all and does not want us to perish.
Nevertheless, if we insist on ignoring His kind warnings, then eventually we will become blind to our own
wrongdoings. We will have no guilt over what we do. Should that ever happen, then we will have
damaged ourselves beyond recovery.

َلُونمعانُواّ يا كطَانُ مٱلشَّي ملَه نزَيو مهقُلُوب تن قَسٰلـوا وعرنَا تَضساب مهآءذْ جالۤ افَلَو

Why did they not entreat when Our might overtook them! But their hearts had hardened, and
Satan had made to seem decorous to them what they had been doing. (6:43)

That point is the point of failure, the end game of life, for God did not create us to live apart from Him.
On the contrary, He created us to appreciate His generosity and compassion, for He is the One who is
the source of all good; and He has intended for us to cultivate His noble virtues, such as patience and
forgiveness, in order to enjoy His presence.

If instead, we sever ourselves from Him by sinning, then we will torment only ourselves. He does not
need to exact out His punishment on us. We will suffer inside ourselves, for crimes affect the perpetrator
first. We are the first ones who will feel the results of whatever we do to ourselves before it even reaches
others.

ملَينَا عآ اما وهلَيع لضا ينَّمفَا لض نمو هنَفْستَدِى لها ينَّمتَدَٰى فَاٱه نفَم مِبن رم قٱلْح مكآءقَدْ ج ا ٱلنَّاسهياي قُل
يلكبِو

Say, “O mankind! The truth has already come to you from your Lord. Whoever is guided, is
guided only for [the good of] his own soul, and whoever goes astray, goes astray only to its
detriment, and it is not my business to watch over you.” (10:108)



It is told that on another occasion, when Prophet Moses was living in the desert, a severe drought struck
Bani Israil. As food grew scarce and their animals began to wither away, they began to panic. Some
murmured that they were the target of God’s displeasure. In desperation, they gathered and prayed,
beseeched God to send down rain and implored Him to tell them why He was putting them through this
great test.

In response, God revealed to Prophet Moses that something indeed was wrong. He was withholding His
blessings from them because a man among them was guilty of slander.

“That is it?” wondered Moses. “All of this because of one man?”

With a heavy heart, Moses conveyed the Divine message. Whispers began to circulate the crowd as to
who the man might be. Since Moses did not know for sure who the man was, he commanded the man to
take it upon himself to leave the community for the sake of its survival.

Immediately, the guilty man realized his crime. His heart began to beat faster, and his mouth became
dry. He was petrified that someone may recognize him. Everyone would come to know that it was him.
No one had spread more rumors among the Bani Israil than he did. He was infamous, and so he had to
leave from there. It was the right thing to do, the moral thing to do. His people should not have to suffer
any more because of his evil deeds.

Nevertheless, how could he humiliate himself in front of all of his people? What would they say? How
could he admit to being the cause of God’s wrath?

Aside from that, this was the desert. He had no means of livelihood, so where would he go?

As he contemplated back and forth inside of his mind, Moses repeated his request. Hours passed.
Frustrated, Moses asked God to reveal the man’s identity since he had not identified himself.

“Moses, I despise tale bearing,” God revealed. “Do you want Me to be a talebearer?”

They remained at an impasse. Finally, Moses repeated his request one last time and then gave up.

The man felt horrible, for he had never realized the ramifications of his tale bearing before. He had not
thought that his innocent slander could bring down the chastisement of God upon everyone. Silently, he
began pleading to God for help. He admitted that he had done wrong, and he promised never to repeat
his mistake; if only He would give him another chance.

Out of nowhere, lightning crashed. Moses blinked. Giant, dark clouds rumbled overhead, and the
Children of Israil were suddenly soaked with rain.

Amazed, Moses asked God what had happened.

“I sent the rain because of the repented slanderer,” came the reply. “He atoned himself and sought



forgiveness.”

That one man’s crimes brought catastrophe to the entire community; however, his sincere repentance
immediately drew the blessings of God. This is why we address God as “the Compassionate, the
Merciful.” We teach our children this phrase, and thus we fully have to believe in it ourselves.

God has given us many ways to repent to Him, but the fastest way to return to God is through the Ahlul-
Bayt, in particular, Imam Husayn. A tradition reads, “All of us (the Ahlul-Bayt) are ships of salvation, but
the ship of Husayn is the fastest.” The Prophet assured, “Husayn is the light of guidance and the ship of
salvation.”13 No matter how deeply one may be drowning in worldly sins, one can cling to Imam Husayn
and find their way back to God. He has granted that honor to the Imam and has informed us about this
great blessing.

Therefore, we need to thank God for offering us the opportunity to repent, and we have to take
advantage of it. He has invited us to seek his forgiveness and He is waiting for us. So let us turn back to
Him and sincerely repent for the mistakes that we have committed in our lives.

Marriage Series: Purpose of Tying the Knot

Featured Themes:

Spouse Qualities; Purpose of Marriage

َونلَمعي ا الممو هِمنفُسا نمو ضرٱال ا تُنبِتما ملَّهك اجزْوانَ ٱلَّذِى خَلَق ٱالحبس

Immaculate is He who created pairs of all kinds of what the earth grows, and of themselves, and
of what they do not know. (36:36)

One day a man decided to raise birds. He bought a male and female bird and began to care for them.
By nature, the male bird was dominating and would aggressively chase after the female bird, and she
naturally would run away, but once he caught her, she succumbed to his wants. One day, the female
bird got very sick. All day she lay lifeless, unable to move.

The male bird would stand by her side and peck at her neck, and nudge her to get up, but she remained
still. For several days she remained like this until one day, in the middle of the night, the male bird
screeched a haunting cry, which woke the man up. The man went to check on the birds and found that
the female bird had died. The following morning the male bird seemed withdrawn and quiet. Two days
later, the male bird also died due to his intense grief of losing his mate.

This is a true story about two birds who loved each other so much that one could not live without the
other. As human beings, we also long for such a love in our life partner; the type that is inseparable; full



of tenderness, compassion, and tranquility.

However, finding a suitable partner has become a Herculean task. Establishing a family is only a dream
for some people. This phenomenon is not limited to the West; it is also a worldwide phenomenon. It is
not due to lack of money, nor is it due to a lack of jobs. Rather, it is due to a lack of pure, refined human
beings; and as a result, we are suffering and so is our society.

What is more is that the rate of happy marriages seems to have drastically declined. Before getting
married, you need to ask yourself, why do you want to get married in the first place? Why do you want
another person in your life? Look at the social upheaval of unhappy marriages. You do not want to be
another statistic. From the beginning, one should try to make their marriage different and invest in its
success by conducting it according to the teachings of the Qur’an and the Ahlul-Bayt.

Some people get married only to fulfill their fantasies of physical enjoyment. Others marry to parade their
husband or wife to the public; to show how attractive of a “catch” they have found. Still others marry to
remove the financial burden from their shoulders, and some, unfortunately, only marry to obtain
immigration status.

However, only a select few marry for the reasons described in the Holy Qur’an. Only a few sincerely
seek a soul mate to share in the happiness with them for the rest of their lives. Only a few think of
finding a partner not only for themselves, but also a proper parent for their children; a father or mother
who can nurture their children into excelling above themselves.

These are the Islamic reasons for marriage. As such, an increasing number of people are finding it very
difficult to search for a like-minded husband or wife, who is ready to undertake the responsibilities of the
family life.

Many married people complain that they have been miserable for decades. From the beginning, they
were disappointed in their marriage because they did not make the right choice. Either they blindly fell in
love, or they were forced to marry against their wishes, or they met each other at unsuitable places. A
marriage that begins in the street will end in the street. A marriage that begins in a nightclub will end in a
nightclub. A marriage that begins with text messaging will end with text messaging. One day he will send
you a message saying, “Goodbye, I am dumping you!” A marriage that begins because of money will
end because of money. The physical beauty that enticed one into marriage will become a curse and lead
to divorce.

When one intends to get marry they should solely put the satisfaction of God above their own
satisfaction or the satisfaction of their parents. Ask yourself whether your marriage is Islamic or not? Will
God share His happiness with you on your wedding night, or will He turn His face away from you? If He
is happy, then your marriage will be blessed; but if he’s not, then no wealth or connections can save you.

Today, those people who can admit that they chose the wrong spouse are a lesson for you. We must



learn from their mistakes in order to avoid them. Study your potential mate’s character and commitment
before marriage. Ask yourself whether you really want to stay with that particular person for the rest of
your life or not? If you just get married because you are enjoying the romance, then you will wake up
one day and realize that this relationship has no future.

You will go to the religious leader and ask for a divorce. Divorce may take five minutes, but its
ramifications will last an entire lifetime. Your mental health and reputation are at stake, so one must be
very careful before entering into a marriage. Islam encourages marriage, but it also encourages
rationality and caution when choosing a partner.

When I was a child, I would occasionally accompany my father to solemnize marriages, the bride used to
take her time to approve the marriage. My father would have to ask her repeatedly whether or not she
conceded to marry the groom. Eventually, she would say yes, but it would take time because it is a
lifetime decision. Nowadays, when I solemnize marriages, sometimes even before I finish the question,
the bride hastily says, “Yes!” I hope one takes the time to understand the true meaning of marriage
when a person says yes.

The Holy Qur’an discusses two purposes of marriage, the first of which is procreation:

َنُونموي لاطفَبِٱلْباتِ اِبٱلطَّي نم مَزَقرفَدَةً وحو يننم بِاجزْوا نم مَل لعجاجاً وزْوا منْفُسا نم مَل لعج هٱلو
وبِنعمة ٱله هم يفُرونَ

God made for you mates from your own selves and appointed for you, from your mates, children
and grandchildren, and We provided you with all of the good things. What, will they believe in
falsehood while they deny the blessings of God? (16:72)

Soon after marriage comes parenthood. To be a good parent is a huge responsibility. You may say now
that you do not want children, but you will change your mind as you mature and the marriage
progresses. Having children is a natural part of married life. If you can have children but choose not to,
then you will suffer, and so will the marriage.

The Qur’an also describes marriage as a way for one part of the soul to fulfill its yearning for the other:

آءسنيراً وثك االا رِجمنْهم ثبا وهجا زَونْهم خَلَقو دَةاحن نَّفْسٍ وم مَٱلَّذِى خَلَق مبٱتَّقُواْ ر ا ٱلنَّاسهياي 

O mankind! Be wary of your Lord who created you from a single soul, and created its mate from
it, and from the two of them, scattered numerous men and women. (4:1)

This is the real reason why you need to get married. You do not need a partner to cook or clean for you;
or a partner to bring home money. These things are secondary. Most importantly, marriage is to bring



about peace, protection, and comfort to the soul.

مقَوّاتٍ لكَ َآليذٰل نَّ فةً امحرةً ودوم مَنيب لعجا وهلَينُوۤاْ اتَسّاجاً لزْوا منفُسا نم مَل نْ خَلَقا هاتآي نمو
يتَفَرونَ

And among His signs is that He created for you mates from your own selves that you may take
comfort in them, and He ordained affection and mercy between you. There are indeed signs in
that for a people who reflect. (30:21)

Marriage is for spiritual and emotional healing. When you are sick, you can go to the doctor. When you
are hungry, you can go to a restaurant. However, when you are sad and lonely who else can you go to
but your spouse?

It is written in Bihar al-Anwar that for a few moments after his creation, Adam felt very alone. Therefore,
God created Eve immediately.

Adam was mesmerized. His heart swelled up with joy, hope, and peace. “God,” he asked tentatively,
“who is this that You just created right now?”

“Adam,” God replied, “she is your partner and your intimate friend. You are permitted to live with her.”

Adam was very happy.

One cannot truly flourish in this life without a partner. One cannot fulfill their mission on earth alone. One
has to marry in order to develop oneself.

Unfortunately, marriage has lost much of its meaning today, and so many people fear marriage.
However, one will look forward to marriage if one reflects on what it truly means. When a marriage is
based on respect and mercy, not abuse and exploitation, then it will serve its intended purpose; it will
become a source of one’s happiness.

When one does get married, one has to realize that a giant responsibility lay ahead of you. You are
responsible for your husband or wife. This other person that is living with you is a human being with
feelings. More than your money, they need your kindness, attention, and good manners. When the
Prophet asked what a woman’s right on her husband was, he replied, “To feed her, clothe her, be kind
and humble towards her,”14 a man must not be arrogant or demonstrate his force inside of the house.

If you want to prove that you are a man then do it outside of the house; not in the kitchen because the
food is not ready. This is not the attitude of a believer who fears standing before God. Your household
should be a place where you can show God your sincerity, not your hardheartedness. Some people go
home angry and victimize their wife or child, not their real enemy. Do not go home angry. Cool down first
and then go home.



The Prophet said, “The best of you is the one who has the best manners, and the one who has the best
manners is the one who is closest to his family, and compared to all of you (and your closeness to your
family), I am the closest to my family.” Another time he said, “The closest person to me on the Day of
Judgment will be the one who had the best manners with his family.” You will not earn the privilege of
standing with the Prophet only through prayers, fasting, and charity, but by being the best mannered
within your home.

You will gain this privilege by treating your family with kindness and forgiveness, like Ali b. Abi Talib did.
Despite his immense responsibilities towards Islam, he used to come home and take care of his wife
Fatima, and their children. He used to ask Fatima how he could help her with her chores. This is the
best etiquette of a husband and a father.

A model example of a good marriage was that of Imam Ali and Lady Fatima. Why was Fatima al-Zahra
the best wife? Why did Imam Ali continue to miss and weep for her years after her departure? He
summarized the answer in one sentence to Ammar b. Yasir, “By God, I never angered her and never
upset her and she never angered me or upset me.”15 That was Fatima, and Fatima was not the
daughter of a king who was living in royalty in a grand palace.

She worked very hard every day for her family. Back then, in that society it was common for people to
have servants. When her hands were cracked and bleeding, she asked her father for a servant to assist
her, but he advised her to be patient because our days in this life are numbered and the real happiness
is reserved for the next life. She believed in this and continued to live a humble, yet fulfilling marriage.

Many people have asked whether premarital relationships are healthy or risky. The answer depends on
what “premarital relationship” means. If it means getting to know your future husband or wife with the
intention of marriage, then that is absolutely healthy and it is what Islam asks from us. You should
establish mutual understanding before you get married. You should get to know your future partner’s
personality and lifestyle, so you will not discover unbearable conditions during the marriage, such that it
leads to the disintegration of the marriage or family later on. You have a natural right to know your future
spouse.

However, if by “premarital relationship,” it means having a physical relationship then this is very
dangerous. Even if you are engaged and about to be married, you should not have any form of a
physical relationship with each other, otherwise this will prevent you from rationally understanding each
other.

When you are engaged, your emotions are skyrocketing. You are the happiest couple on earth. You
would die for each other; and your life seems perfect. You have no serious responsibilities. You see your
fiancé at his or her best. You forget about the reality of life, its expectations, responsibilities, and
challenges. The real marital life is full of struggles; it will continuously swing from bitterness to
sweetness. Once you’re married life together begins, you will tell each other how you have changed



compared to the engagement time. Before, you were always smiling, but then you became sick and tired
of one another. Unfortunately, this is what is happening more and more today. Young couples are not
realizing that marital life is about commitment, sacrifice, patience, and responsibility. Marriage should be
looked upon as a final sale - non-refundable, non-transferable, and no-exchanges.

Sadly over the years, I have been inundated with many stories about marriages in the community falling
apart. What is happening to our community? Where is our faith? Why are we being afflicted with the ills
of the society? God wanted us to practice the ways of Islam and to influence the society that we live in,
in a positive way, not for us to be contaminated by its social problems. We should be leading the way for
others on how to have successful marriages. We are raised on Islamic ethics of patience, sacrifice, and
goodness.

Moreover, the best ones to show us how to carry that responsibility and practice of marriage was the
Noble Prophet and the Ahlul-Bayt; and among them was Imam Husayn, a man who had the best family
and the best children. Imam Husayn did not only teach us how to die in honor, but he also taught us how
to live an honorable life.

Marriage Series: Qualities to Search for in a Partner before
Marriage

Featured Themes:

Background of Family; Faith and Character of Individual

آءسنيراً وثك االا رِجمنْهم ثبا وهجا زَونْهم خَلَقو دَةاحن نَّفْسٍ وم مَٱلَّذِى خَلَق مبٱتَّقُواْ ر ا ٱلنَّاسهياي 

O mankind! Be wary of your Lord who created you from a single soul, and created its mate from
it, and from the two of them, scattered numerous men and women. (4:1)

“No institution has been founded more beloved to god almighty than marriage,”16 said Imam al-Baqir,
the fifth Imam from the Ahlul-Bayt. To preserve the sanctity of marriage, one needs to seek the right
qualities in a potential partner. Although one may look for innumerable traits, six of them should be
focused on the most. When you find someone with these qualities then forego the rest, as they are not
as crucial. However, if someone lacks one of them, then be cautious.

The first factor that one needs to consider is the background of the family; it is not enough to just look at
the individual. Human beings are like goods in the market; some are genuine, while others are
counterfeit. A tradition says, “People are minerals like gold and silver.”17 Some are plentiful and cheap,
while others are valuable and scarce. Therefore, search for someone from a sincere family, not
necessarily a rich or famous family, but a family that is known for their generosity and faith. Thus, seek



out families that are genuine, not pretentious; one that is known for their morals and ethics.

We have all heard the Prophet’s warning, “Beware of a flower that is growing in the trash (meaning a
beautiful woman who has grown up in an indecent environment).”18 Aside from the inherited influence of
the family, one also needs to keep in mind of the social atmosphere. This is another important quality
when choosing a life partner; where were they raised; what was that society like; did it have a negative
influence on that individual? These are some important questions to ask yourself in regards to your
prospective partner.

The extended family is also critical. Not only did this person spend his or her formative years with the
extended family, but these relatives will not disappear after your wedding. In fact, you will be adopting
them as your extended family. They will become your aunt, uncle, and grandparent, and more
importantly, they will become the aunt, uncle and grandparent of your children. One must be very
cautious of who your children’s relatives will be.

Of course, you should not just look at the family and ignore a great individual. Exceptions are always
there. From time to time, you do meet people whose demeanor vastly exceeds that of their blood
relatives and vice versa. You should also not reject someone who has no family, or who is orphaned, or
separated.

In addition, converts (or reverts as they are often referred to as) to Islam forms another giant exception.
We tend to find that the Muslim community has wronged them, and many converts find it nearly
impossible to marry. This is terrible and completely contrary to the teachings of Islam. Only piety
distinguishes us from one another. Despite not coming from Muslim families, most converts are
completely dedicated to the religion, some even more so than born Muslims. They can be compared to
Salman al-Farsi, who although his parents were not Muslim, the Prophet included him as his family
(ahlul bayt). Islam does not have a caste system. God’s love and compassion encompasses all of His
creatures. A tradition notes, “He has hidden His friends among His servants, so do not disrespect any of
His servants.”19 In such cases, you need to evaluate the individual, not the family.

In any case, despite the importance of investigating the family, you still need to scrutinize the individual.
Character, integrity, manners, and morality are the building blocks of an exceptional person. The number
one personal characteristic that you should check for is honesty. Mutual trust forms the basis of a stable
marriage. You need to be able to trust your partner in order to focus on your duties as a spouse and as
a parent.

Without trust, your marriage will fall apart. The road to divorce begins with suspicion. You cannot live
with someone whom you do not trust. You will not be happy together. The Prophet said, “The core of
faith is trustworthiness, and the worst trait is treachery,”20 and “The center of hypocrisy is dishonesty.”21

So inquire about a person’s honesty. If you cannot ask them yourself then have someone else ask for
you. Do not waste your time with a person who is dishonest, a liar or an illusionist, unless you want to



live the rest of your life in suspicion and fear.

Another quality to look for in a person is that they are devoted to God and the family. I knew a religious
woman who married a very devout man. He did not drink, smoke, or do drugs, and he prayed five times
a day, sometimes even more. However, two years later, they divorced. When I asked her why, she said
that he was devoted to his friends but not to the marriage. Rather than paying attention to her and their
little daughter, he would invite his friends over after work. She would cook for them, and they would eat
and socialize all night. She hardly ever saw him. In reality, he was religious to himself.

He prayed, but neglected his wife and child. He did not understand the true meaning of marriage. A man
who is truly devoted to God will never abuse or neglect anyone, let alone his wife and child. The Prophet
said, “A Muslim is the one whose hand and tongue people are safe from,” and “One will not enter
Paradise until you believe, and you will not have believed until you love and respect each other.”22

Caring about one another is the essence of religion.

The prospected person needs to be devoted to God and to you. People become more devoted to each
other when they are impressed by each other’s inner characteristics. Everything else disappears
eventually, but our essence remains. Some Muslim philosophers maintain that the human personality is
immutable. While our motivations may change, our essence will remain the same. In most cases,
someone who is prone to envy will remain envious; someone who is cowardly will most likely remain a
coward.

Religion helps us ease and suppress our undesirable traits, but it cannot eradicate them completely.
Even children display completely different personalities at a very young age. Some want to share while
others are selfish. Who taught them this? Of course, parents must do their best to instill socially
appropriate values into their children, but many of these characteristics are innate. Therefore, search for
a spouse whose innate characteristics please you. Look at their essence, not merely their physique.
Money, beauty, authority, and fame will all come and go, but the character of a person will remain true.

Of course, you should not completely neglect physical attraction either. You do not have to emphasize
moral beauty at the expense of ignoring physical beauty. You should enjoy looking at your spouse. It is
not fair to yourself or to your spouse that you marry someone whom you are not attracted to.
Nevertheless, beauty is in the eyes of the beholder.

All mothers will tell you that her child is the most beautiful child in the universe - even though you might
have to recite a prayer before you look at them! Keep in mind that physical beauty may be felt at the first
glance, but inner beauty will endure. Whoever you love will appear beautiful to you. However, someone
that you hate will seem to be the ugliest person alive, no matter how beautiful you once thought that
person was.

Lastly, one needs to consider the intelligence and open-mindedness of a person. Your future partner
needs to be intelligent. Marriage is about spending quality time with your partner. In order to enjoy that



time, one needs to have an intelligent and open-minded husband or wife. You and your future family will
suffer if you marry someone who is unintelligent. As Imam Ali warned, “Don’t befriend someone who is
dim-witted, for that person will want to help you but (because of his/her incapacity) they will harm you.”
Along the same line, avoid someone who is mentally unstable or easily angered. One needs to have a
stable environment to raise a good family.

A critical note to remember is that do not expect to change your husband or wife after marriage. It rarely
happens. Most compromises need to take place before the marriage, not afterwards. If you want your
potential mate to start praying, or quit smoking, or wear hijab, then wait for him or her to reform
themselves beforehand, and make sure that the change comes from inside, not a superficial change. If
that person loves you, then he or she will truly change.

It is my hope that these few words will guide the single ones among you, and assist you to embark on a
most successful journey that beholds you. By choosing the right spouse, you will have the potential to
reform society and the perception of marriage. Work towards a blessed union, instead of being another
modern statistic.

We ask for God’s help in every aspect of our lives.

Marriage Series: Ingredients for a Healthy Marriage

Featured Themes:

Forgiveness; Listening; Arrogance; Sharing; Honor/Respect; Sacrifice

َونرْتَش مَّلدَةَ لَعفْئٱالو ارصبٱالو عمٱلْس مَل لعجئاً وونَ شَيلَمتَع ال ماتهمطُونِ اب نم مجخْرا هٱلو

God has brought you forth from the bellies of your mothers while you did not know anything. He
gave you hearing, eyesight, and hearts so that you may give thanks. (16:78)

Six essential ingredients will be discussed in addressing an Islamic marriage; a marriage that will help
one lead a stable and productive life, one which would please God.

The first ingredient is forgiveness. We all make mistakes. Although God created us physically perfect,
our spiritual side is left for us to develop in order to reach relative moral perfection. We all have faults
and shortcomings. Some of us realize our errors quickly and try to make amends; others take time to
realize their mistakes; while some never realize their mistakes at all, nor do they ever apologize.

ًنْعانُونَ صسحي منَّهونَ ابسحي مها وٱلدُّنْي اةيٱلْح ف مهيعس لض  ٱلَّذِين االمعا رِينخْسم بِٱالِىنُنَب له قُل



Say, “Shall we inform you about the biggest losers in regard to works? Those whose endeavors
go awry in the life of this world, while they suppose they are doing good.” (18:103-104)

Such people may live their entire lives thinking that they are always right, and do not ever want to be
corrected. This is very sad indeed. The ability to recognize our mistakes through our “self-reproaching
soul (al-nafs al-lawwamah)” is one of God’s greatest gifts to mankind.

ةامبِٱلنَّفْسِ ٱللَّو مقْسا الو

And I swear by the self-reproaching soul! (75:2)

If one is fortunate, then before going to sleep, one’s soul will nag them about their errors and evil deeds
which they performed that day. One should listen to it and try the next morning to compensate for
whatever wrong was done. However, if one is unfortunate, then they will tell their self that they did not
really do anything wrong. Whoever was harmed by me deserved what they got. In this case, one will
continue to repeat the same mistakes. This kind of an attitude is a form of arrogance. When it comes to
marriage, if one cannot recognize their mistakes or forgive their partner’s mistakes, then the marriage
will become a source of unhappiness and bitterness

In contrast, forgiveness holds a double reward. When you forgive someone, you allow that person to
realize his or her mistakes gently and you increase in wisdom yourself. Your relationship with them
becomes enjoyable again.

You may object that your spouse (or former spouse) ruined your entire life. You may ask how you are
supposed to forgive a person when you are still suffering because of him or her. That is exactly why you
should forgive that person. When you truly forgive people, nothing stays in your heart against them. If
you can forgive someone who damaged you for many years, then your inner capacity for mercy and
compassion will increase; and you will feel relief instead of distress. The moment you cleanse your heart
of grudges, you will be set free.

As an example, one day Malik al-Ashtar, the commander-in-chief of the armed forces under Imam Ali
was walking through the market in Kufa when an ignorant man threw a date pit at him. Malik turned his
face away and left without involving himself in the situation. The other shopkeepers gathered around that
man and asked him if he knew who he had struck. He said he did not know and did not care. They told
him that it was Malik al-Ashtar, the commander-in-chief, and that Malik could easily ruin his entire life
for this act!

Terrified, the man abandoned his shop and chased after Malik. People told him that Malik had gone to
the main mosque of Kufa. When he got to the mosque, he saw Malik praying. He waited impatiently for
Malik to finish his prayers and then threw himself at his feet, begging for forgiveness and saying that he
did not realize who he was.



After the man finished pleading, Malik told him, “The only reason I came to the mosque at this time was
to pray for your forgiveness.”

A forgiving person will always be filled with happiness and peace. When the Quraysh used to stone the
Prophet, he would ask God to forgive them. He never bore hostility in his heart. When Abdul Rahman b.
Muljam struck the poisonous sword on the head of Imam Ali and was then brought before him, Imam Ali
felt sorry for him. This is a sign of genuine forgiveness. When you truly forgive someone, you will pity
that person. You will sympathize with that person because of the generosity in your heart.

Conversely, when you harbor resentment inside of yourself, your capacity for hatred and estrangement
will grow. Day by day, you will hate more and more. You will never find inner peace. You will not be able
to sleep properly, nor cope with things throughout the day.

God created your heart to be the center of love and compassion. If you fill it with hostility and hatred,
then it will malfunction. Your heart is the only avenue of spiritual connection, so you need to keep it
clean. Do not pollute it with grudges. This is why forgiveness is very important.

Without forgiveness, one’s marriage will never survive. If your spouse does something that bothers you
(and everyone is guilty of this), then try to teach them lovingly rather than punish them. People need
time to learn. Some people spend twenty years in school working towards their post doctorate degree,
and even afterwards they continue to be like a student in their field. We all learn from our mistakes, and
thus we need to master the art of forgiveness.

يمحر غَفُور هٱلو مَل هٱل رغْفن يونَ ابتُح الوۤاْ افَحصلْيفُواْ وعلْيو

…and let them excuse and forbear. Do you not love that God should forgive you? And God is All-
Forgiving, All-Merciful. (24:22)

The second vital ingredient in a marriage is communication. You need to be able to hear each other’s
frustration and grievousness. Only the inconsiderate are not willing to listen.

ًارابتواْ ٱسربَتٱسواْ ورصاو مهابياْ ثتَغْشَوٱسو هِمآذَان ۤف مهابِعصلُوۤاْ اعج ملَه رتَغْفل متُهوعا دلَّمك ّناو

Indeed whenever I have summoned them, so that you might forgive them, they would put their
fingers into their ears and draw their cloaks over their heads, and they were persistent [in their
unfaith], and disdainful in [their] arrogance. (71:7)

Your marriage will fall apart if you refuse to listen; it will not be able to prosper. In order for a marriage to
develop, one needs to listen to the other person.



Third, one needs to remove any kind of arrogance. Conduct yourself with humility, not stubbornness.
Open yourself up to new ideas (as long as they are within the boundaries of Islam). Never assume that
you are right and your partner is always wrong. Never assume that you are perfect and have to teach
everyone else. Do not force your preferences on your partner. You cannot make your wife believe in
ideas that she disagrees with. Marriage is all about mutual understanding and respect.

Do not force your customs on your spouse. Just because your great-grandmother did something one
way does not mean that you need to do it that way also. Your great-grandmother lived back in the old
country. Times are changing; circumstances are different; and customs are diverse.

Do not assume that just because you are older or more educated, you know better than your spouse.
Wisdom has nothing to do with education. You may meet people with a high education who are not wise;
and others who are less educated yet prudent. We can all learn from each other.

Fourth, marriage needs to be about sharing. One needs to share in the other partner’s pain, happiness,
goals and dreams. One needs to be willing to sacrifice for each other.

I knew a very respectable scholar whose wife fell sick and went blind. He stayed home to take care of
her. When people told him that he had a responsibility to spread Islam, he replied that he had a human
being at home who needed his help. For fifty years, his wife had been there for him, and now it was his
turn to care for her, thus he stayed home, cooked for her, served her, and cleaned her.

One also needs to honor and respect their spouse. One should never belittle or insult their partner.

الو ننْهراً مخَي نن يا سع آءسّن نم آءسن الو منْهراً مونُواْ خَين يا سع من قَوم مقَو خَرسي نُواْ الآم ا ٱلَّذِينهياي
تَلْمزوۤاْ انْفُسم وال تَنَابزواْ بِٱاللْقَابِ بِىس ٱالسم ٱلْفُسوق بعدَ ٱاليمانِ ومن لَّم يتُب فَاولَـٰئكَ هم ٱلظَّالمونَ

O you who have faith! Let not any people ridicule another people: it may be that they are better
than they are; nor let women [ridicule] women: it may be that they are better than they are. And
do not defame one another, nor insult one another by nicknames. An evil name is transgression
after faith! And whoever is not penitent - they are the wrongdoers. (49:11)

Think about the effects of what you say. Comparing your wife’s food to your mother’s will not make her a
better cook. Comparing your husband’s salary to your neighbor’s will not help him earn more. You will
just drag each other down. When you see faults in each other, try to overlook them, or encourage each
other to improve them. The Prophet said, “If you distress a believer, then even offering him or her
everything in the world as a form of retribution would still not compensate them for the grief they went
through.”23 Insulting them has no benefit.

In particular, watch yourselves when you get angry, for anger is a branch of insanity. Conflicts used to
arise for the Prophet at home, but he would restrain his anger and we must do the same. A man asked



the Prophet to advise him about something, and so the Prophet repeated three times, “Do not get angry,
do not get angry, and do not get angry.”24

يننسحٱلْم بحي هٱلٱلنَّاسِ و نع ينافٱلْعظَ وٱلْغَي ينماظْٱلو آءرٱلضو آءرالس قُونَ فنْفي ٱلَّذِين 

Those who spend in ease and adversity, and suppress their anger, and excuse [the faults of] the
people, and God loves the virtuous ones. (3:134)

Especially restrain yourself from quarrelling in front of the children. A mother who disrespects the father
in front of their children will bring disrespect upon herself as well. First, the children will imitate her and
disrespect their father, and then they will also disrespect her. Solve your personal problems privately;
and while in front of the children and other people, respect your partner.

Sixth, before you marry, you need to understand that marriage involves hard work and sacrifice. Once
you get married, you can no longer be lazy or idle. You will eventually become a mother or father and
your responsibilities will grow. If you are a man, then you have to realize that you are supposed to be the
main breadwinner of the family. You have to go to work early in the morning every day. One cannot stay
home and be lazy. A tradition says, “There are some sins that God will only forgive when you exert
yourself in seeking livelihood.”25 Prayers are not enough; one must work hard in this life.

The home requires responsibility too. Your house needs to be presentable. A husband once complained
that his wife spends the entire day watching T.V. or going shopping. His home was not tidy and meals
were rarely prepared. This is irresponsibility on the wife’s part. Marriage is a huge responsibility and
involves great sacrifice. One needs to learn to take responsibility for their family’s needs.

Some wives rightfully complain that their husbands come home late at night. After you get married, you
have to realize that a human being is at home waiting for you. A wife does not only need money or
material things; she needs companionship as well. Do not just think that by giving her a credit card you
are fulfilling your responsibility. One must not stay out all night with their friends. Before it gets late in the
evening, say goodbye to your friends and go home. Your wife should be your first priority.

One also needs to be moderate in their expectations. Marriage is not about extravagance, consumerism,
or materialism. It is about partnership and raising the next generation. Avoid comparing yourself to
others. Do not overburden your husband with demands that he cannot afford, nor expect from your wife
things that she cannot perform.

ْلُوااٱسو نبتَسا ٱكمم يبنَص آءسّلنلواْ وبتَسا ٱكمم يبالِ نَصِجلرّضٍ لعب لع مضعب بِه هٱل لا فَضاْ منَّوتَتَم الو
 ٱله من فَضله انَّ ٱله كانَ بِل شَء عليماً

Do not covet the advantage which God has given some of you over others. To men belongs a



share of what they have earned, and to women a share of what they have earned. And ask God
for His grace. Indeed God has knowledge of all things. (4:32)

Be happy and content with what you have; you can never be content if you compare yourself to what
others have. Even if you are living in a grand palace, you will one day find a more beautiful and larger
palace. A tradition says that in the matters of this world, look to those who are below you; and in matters
of the Hereafter, look to those who are above you. Aspire to attain what they have.

May God bless us all with happy marriages that bring joy and blessings for us in this life and in the
Hereafter.

Leadership in Islam

Featured Themes:

God’s Control; Belief in the Unseen; Imam’s Role

يالونَ فَتظْلَمي الو مهتَابونَ كوقْركَ يلٓـٰئوفَا هينمبِي هتَابك وتا نفَم هِماممنَاسٍ بِاا لواْ كنَدْع موي

That day We shall summon every group of people with their leader (imam), then whoever is given
his book in his right hand - they will read it, and they will not be wronged so much as a single
date-thread. (17:71)

In recent decades, the question of politico-religious leadership in Islam has risen to the forefront of
debate. From the East to the West, from academics to policymakers, world attention has shifted to the
subject of who truly holds authority in Islam.

As followers of the Ahlul-Bayt, we know the answer. Although we can explain to other Muslims (through
the Qur’an and the tradition of the Prophet) how the current Imam, Imam al-Mahdi, is leading us in his
absence, still a deeper explanation on his leadership in the broader context of rational proof is needed,
particularly because the subject of our Imam has piqued much interest, even outside of the Islamic
community.

It must be noted that if God willed, He could control the minutest workings of the universe firsthand.
However, for reasons unknown to us, He created intermediaries to act on His behalf. For example,
although all light emanates from Him, He Himself does not shine light directly on the planet. He created
the sun to carry out this task.

ارٱلنَّهو لٱلْلَّي مَل خَّرسو نيبآئد رٱلْقَمو سٱلشَّم مَخَّر لسو



He disposed the sun and the moon for you, constant [in their courses], and He disposed the
night and the day. (14:33)

Although He sustains us, He does not give us food with His own hands, nor does He put it into our
mouth for us. He assigns our means of sustenance to others, such as the fields or our parents.

ينقسيو نمطْعي وٱلَّذِى هو

…and provides me with food and drink… (26:79)

He is the source of healing. No doctor can save a person whom God has decreed to take. Yet, in order
for Him to heal us, we need to seek medical help. Otherwise, we will remain sick.

ينشْفي وفَه ترِضذَا ماو

…and when I get sick, it is He who cures me. (26:80)

Likewise, although God guides us, He does not inform or speak to us directly. Anyone claiming to be in a
direct, two-way communication with God is a liar. It is said that Saint Paul was on his way to Damascus
to persecute the Christians when he saw a vision of God. Such stories are difficult for Muslims to believe
because when Prophet Moses asked to see God, He replied:

تَقَرنِ اسفَا لبالْج َلا انْظُر نٰلـو انلَن تَر كَ قَاللَيا نْظُرا ۤرِنا ِبر قَال هبر هلَّمكنَا ويقَاتمل وسم آءا جلَمو
لونَا ااكَ ولَيا تانَكَ تُبحبس قَال فَاقآ اقاً فَلَمعص موس خَراً وكد لَهعج لبلْجل هبر ّلا تَجفَلَم انتَر فوفَس انَهم
يننموٱلْم 

When Moses arrived at Our meeting and his Lord spoke to him, he said, “My Lord, show
[Yourself] to me, that I may look at You!” He said, “You shall not see Me. But look at the
mountain: if it abides in its place, then you will see Me.” So when his Lord disclosed Himself to
the mountain, He leveled it, and Moses fell down swooning. And when he recovered, he said,
“Immaculate are You! I turn to You in penitence, and I am the first of the believers.” (7:143)

Instead, God sends intermediaries such as prophets, imams, and Divine scriptures to teach us.

تَدِينهبِٱلْم لَمعا وهو شَآءن يدِى مهي هٱل نٰلـو تببحا ندِى متَه نَّكَ الا

You cannot guide whomsoever you wish, but [it is] God [who] guides whomsoever He wishes,
and He knows best those who are guided. (28:56)



All of His prophets and messengers are linked, one after the other.

يسعو وسم وتا امو اطبسٱالو قُوبعيو اقحساو يلاعمساو يماهربا لع نزِلآ امنَا ولَيع نزِلآ امو هنَّا بِٱلآم قُل
 وٱلنَّبِيونَ من ربِهِم ال نُفَرِق بين احدٍ منْهم ونَحن لَه مسلمونَ

Say, “We have faith in God, and in what has been sent down to us, and what was sent down to
Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus were given, and
the prophets, from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him do we
submit.” (3:84)

Islam did not begin with Prophet Muhammad. It began with Prophet Adam, the first human being to
worship God on earth, and then it culminated the belief in the last prophet, Muhammad. If you remove
one prophet from the chain, then you lose the continuity. You have only two choices: accept all of them
or accept none of them. You cannot exclude anyone of them merely because you do not like him. This is
our belief as Muslims.

In addition to this, all of the prophets, not just Prophet Muhammad, had successors. Prophet Moses had
a successor; Prophet Jesus had a successor; and Prophet Muhammad had twelve successors who God
Himself had appointed. He did not leave the matter open for the general public to decide or to elect.
Every era of human history had either a prophet or an imam alive on earth. Hence, you cannot exclude
the successors - the chosen successors (imams) - from the chain, any more than you can exclude any
of the prophets.

Therefore, when God revealed the final verse of the Qur’an about the succession to the Prophet
(Imamah), He used two specific words: akmaltu (completed) and atmamtu (perfected).26 Without
Imamah, Islam is neither complete, nor perfect; without believing in Imamah, even our faith is neither
complete, nor perfect. Refusing to believe in Imamah leaves a giant gap in our faith.

Another prime requisite of the faith is belief in the unseen. Even if we cannot see the final successor
(khatim al-awsiya), meaning the 12th Imam, whose leadership we are living under, we must still have
conviction in his existence. In the Qur’an, belief in the unseen supersedes everything else:

َقُوننْفي مزَقْنَاها رممالةَ وونَ ٱلصيمقيبِ ونُونَ بِٱلْغَيموي ٱلَّذِين .ينتَّقلْمّدًى له يهف بير ال تَابْكَ ٱلذٰل

This is the Book, there is no doubt in it, a guidance to the God-conscious, who believe in the
Unseen, and maintain the prayer, and spend out of what We have provided them with. (2:2-3)

God equipped us to believe in the unseen Reality. He wants us to see Him with our inner eyes, not our
physical eyes. There is no point in praying or fasting if you refuse to believe in the unseen.



Although God is the core of the unseen, He created more invisible entities. In the Qur’an, He talks about
the angels and the spirits (jinns) and other beings that exist outside of our sensory boundaries. In
addition, the past has become part of the unseen. We have faith that the prophets are part of our history.
There have been those who questioned whether Muhammad or Jesus ever existed. Yet, when we look
inside of ourselves, we can find confirmation that they did exist. God created many aspects of the
spiritual world invisible to our physical eyes but visible to our hearts and spiritual eyes.

As the Qur’an says,

“The heart is not deceived by what it sees.”27

Our eyes may deceive us, but our hearts never do. Therefore, we view God with our hearts and our
minds. We view the prophets with our hearts. Even more, we see Imam Mahdi with our inner vision. We
understand him clearer that way than we would if we saw him in person because using our spiritual
vision renders us immune from delusion.

However, believing in Imam Mahdi requires strong faith and a strong heart. A heart weakened by sins
first needs to be purified of the impurities by ceasing to sin, not just for a day or two, but at least for 40
days. Recovering from inner filth requires patience and steadfastness, but it is necessary in order to
ascend to the levels of faith; the first of which is monotheism (tawhid), and the last of which is belief in
the authority of the Imam.

We are presently being tested with the absence of the Imam.

َفْتَنُوني ال مهنَّا وقُولُوۤاْ آمن يوۤاْ اكتْرن يا ٱلنَّاس بسحا

Do the people suppose that they will be let off because they say, “We have faith,” and they will
not be tested? (29:2)

When some newly converted Muslims informed the Prophet that they had become believers, God
instructed him to reply that these people have only verbally accepted and have yet to put their belief into
practice. Indeed, real faith requires practicing the message not just verbally attesting to it.

God promises to help the sincere.

متَقْواه مآتَاهدًى وه مها زَادتَدَواه الَّذِينو

As for those who are [rightly] guided, He enhances their guidance, and invests them with their
God-consciousness. (47:16)

God will also test our sincerity. We all know the story of Bani Israil when they were ordered to sacrifice a



cow. It sounded ridiculous to them and they tried to evade it. In the end, they reluctantly sacrificed the
cow. They failed in their test.

Today, 3,000 years later, although God is not testing the Muslims with a sacrificial cow; he is testing us
with belief in the Ahlul-Bayt, and in particular, Imam Mahdi. Not everyone will pass this test. Many have
failed despite the overwhelming body of literature describing the Imam. Asides from the fact that
hundreds of Qur’anic verses allude to him, a thousand traditions from the Prophet describe him and his
reappearance, still many reject him. Some of these resources were compiled by Al-Kanji al-Shafi.

These traditions relate the Imam’s first name, last name, nickname, description, and the circumstances
around his reappearance. It is said that he will be from the line of the Prophet, through his daughter
Fatima and his grandson Husayn, and more specifically, the son of Imam Hasan al-Askari, the 11th
Imam. Throughout history, only a few Muslims on the fringe have ever rejected these traditions, such as
Ibn Taymiyyah, who bore enmity against the Ahlul-Bayt. Otherwise, the vast majority of Muslim scholars
have considered them reliable.

From these sources, we learn that the Imam will reappear when two conditions are met. One is the will
of God.

قَدِير ءَش لك لع هنَّ ٱلا بقْرا وه ورِ اصٱلْب حلَمك الا ةاعٱلس رمآ امضِ ورٱالاتِ واومٱلس بغَي هلو

To God belongs the Unseen of the heavens and earth. The matter of the Hour is just like the
twinkling of an eye, or [even] swifter. Indeed God has power over all things. (16:77)

The Prophet foretold, “When the Mahdi, who is from us, comes, God will settle the matter overnight.”28 It
will happen that fast; and no one knows when the final phase of the world will begin; only God knows.
He will then grant permission for the final Imam to reappear when the followers themselves are
prepared. When we are ready to stand with him and not against him, then He will send the Imam to our
aid.

Muslims are not alone in waiting for him; all of humanity is waiting for a savior, but we have not proven
our worthiness yet for his return. His absence is our problem; it is not his problem or God’s problem.

It is not just that we are reluctant to sacrifice ourselves for the truth and justice. We still need to work on
our own manners (akhlaq). Our Imam wants quality followers, not just anyone who faces the qiblah
(direction of the prayer in Mecca) and prays. He wants followers who will stand with him even if what he
ordains contradicts our own desires. If he tells us to change, then we must be willing to listen to him, and
not follow our own wishes.

Before he went into his occultation, the Imam said, “What prevents us from returning to them is the bad
news of (them performing the evil things) that we detest from them.” He is aware of what we do. Our



own sins are driving our Imam away from us. We may not have power over cosmic events, but we do
have power over our own selves. This is something that we can rectify, and should try our hardest to do.

Contrary to popular imagery, the Imam will not base his conquest on violence. The Imam should not be
presented to the world as a warrior, since there is enough conflict on the earth today. People are waiting
for him to bring peace and justice, not violence and bloodshed. One of the verses that apply to him
reads as follows:

ِورمةُ ٱالباقع هلرِ وْنٱلْم نا عونَهوفِ ورعواْ بِٱلْمرماواةَ وكآتَۇاْ ٱلزلواَةَ وواْ ٱلصقَامضِ ارٱال ف منَّاهنْ ما ٱلَّذِين

Those who, if We granted power to them in the land, maintain the prayer, give the zakat, and bid
what is right and forbid what is wrong; and with God rests the outcome of all matters. (22:41)

His mission is not to kill, but to combat moral decadence with righteousness, to use justice to counter the
inequity, and to end injustice, tyranny, prejudice, hostility, and hatred that has overwhelmed our world.
You cannot fight prejudice with prejudice, nor hatred with hatred. You have to combat prejudice with
tolerance, and hatred with mercy. If only some Christian world leaders would obey Jesus’ teachings in
this matter:

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If
someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. (Luke 6:27-29)

Therefore, we need to make ourselves ready. Our situation on earth is desperate, and we need the help
of our Imam. In order to speed up his return, we need to prepare our souls and our dwellings, and make
sure that everything in our lives is acceptable to him, and that we do nothing to be ashamed of. After
doing all of this, we need to pray for God to hasten the Imam’s appearance and grant us the privilege to
see the light of the family of Muhammad walking upon the earth again.

Principles of Parenting

Featured Themes:

Faith; Mission of Life; Restoring Islam; Pride in our Faith; Respecting Children; Hajj; Bringing up
Balanced Children

لتِ ٱفْعباي ٰى قَالاذَا تَرم كَ فَٱنْظُرحذْبا ّنا نَامٱلْم ٰى فرا ّۤنا َنبي قَال عٱلس هعلَغَ ما بفَلَم .يملح مبِغُال نَاهشَّرفَب
ما تُومر ستَجِدُنۤ ان شَآء ٱله من ٱلصابِرِين. فَلَما اسلَما وتَلَّه للْجبِين. ونَادينَاه ان يابراهيم. قَدْ صدَّقْت ٱلرويآ انَّا
يننسحزِى ٱلْمكَ نَجذٰلك



So We gave him the good news of a forbearing son. When he was old enough to assist in his
endeavor, he said, “My son! I see in a dream that I am sacrificing you. See what you think.” He
said, “Father! Do whatever you have been commanded. If God wishes, you will find me to be
patient.” So when they had both submitted [to God’s will], and he had laid him down on his
forehead, We called out to him, “O Abraham! You have indeed fulfilled the vision”! Thus indeed
do We reward the virtuous! (37:101-105)

Once, a man who had bought a ton of goods hired a porter to carry his new purchases home. As they
went along, the man struck up a conversation with him and asked what family he came from.

When the porter gave his name, the man was shocked.

“You’re his son?” he rebuked. “What a wonderful father he is and what a despairing son you are!”

The porter, who had revealed that he was the son of a wealthy prominent man set down his load and
said, “Don’t say that. Instead say what a wonderful grandfather and what a horrible father. My
grandfather sacrificed his life for my father. However, when I came along, my father neglected me. All he
cared about was his own wealth and reputation. So what else was I supposed to do?”

Our concerns about raising children in the West run much deeper than whether they will become
servants or not. We have to be concerned about whether or not they will practice their religion or will
they abandon it. Although we have no guarantees, what we do to steer them towards staying on the path
of the religion lies on our shoulders; and we will be questioned about it in the next world.

بِينم امما ۤف نَاهيصحا ءش لكو مهآثَارواْ واَ قَدَّمم تُبَنو َتوٱلْم ِينُح ننَّا نَحا

Verily We give life to the dead, and We record that which they send before and that which they
leave behind (aatharahum), and all of the things have We taken account in a clear Book (of
evidence). (36:12)

Aatharahum (“that which they leave behind”) in this context, according to some commentators, refers to
our children. A righteous child is the best legacy that a parent can leave, for a tradition says that a
righteous child is one of only three things that can benefit the parents in the Hereafter. Sacrificing
ourselves for their moral growth is well worth it, not only for this world, but more so for the next life.

Many parents invest their time and money into trying to make their children happy. As Muslims, we
should amend that objective to making them righteously happy. Without following God’s path, your
children will never truly be happy.

In particular, help your children understand why God created them. No one has come to earth
accidentally. God made all of our souls for a reason; otherwise, without understanding the meaning of



life, our children will wander confused, not realizing their purpose for which they were created.

يمتَقسم اطرص َلاً عوِيس شمن يمدَٰى اها هِهجو َلاً عبم شمن يفَما

Is then one who walks headlong, with his face groveling, better guided, - or one who walks
evenly on a Straight Way? (67:22)

No one would ever think of going to a university without knowing why they are there and what they are
supposed to do, so how can a person be expected to live life clueless?

Other religions give different answers to the eternal question of human existence. Christianity for
example, teaches that our earthly life is a punishment for the original sin. It teaches that childbirth itself
(which is the process of bringing new life into this world) is a curse as well.

However, the Qur’an rejects these ideas. It teaches us that we are sent to this world with a mission. All
of us, no matter who we are, or where we come from, have been sent to be God’s representatives on
earth and to carry out His plan.

ِحبنُس ننَحو آءكُ ٱلدِّمفسيا ويهدُ ففْسن يا ميهف لعتَجيفَةً قَالُواْ اضِ خَلرٱال ف لاعج ّنا ةئاللْمكَ لبر ذْ قَالاو
بِحمدِكَ ونُقَدِّس لَكَ قَال انّۤ اعلَم ما ال تَعلَمونَ

When your Lord said to the angels, “Indeed I am going to set a viceroy on earth,” they said, “Will
You set in it someone who will cause corruption in it, and shed blood, while we celebrate Your
praise and proclaim Your sanctity?” He said, “Indeed I know what you do not know.” (2:30)

We were not meant to live miserably on earth as a punishment. Instead, God wants us to be happy, and
fosters our happiness by teaching us the most wholesome way to live through His messengers.
Therefore, it is imperative that you teach your children about their mission in life, and it is very important
for you to think about it yourself as well.

One individual can change the world. Many world leaders and reformers hailed from humble
backgrounds. Some were hungry, fatherless, homeless, and uneducated, but at a crucial point in their
lives, they had an inner revolution and realized that they were capable of changing the world.

These goals of course, can be both positive and negative. A few lawless people changed the face of
Islam in the West through terrorist acts. They killed many and wounded others, and as a result, Muslims
are still suffering today, particularly our sisters. This handful of people created a mass hysteria about
Islam. They were deluded into thinking that by attacking Britain or America they could raise the banner of
Islam in those lands. Islam presents a message of tolerance and peace, not violence and hatred. They
tried, but they erred.



Each one of us can effect enormous change for the good, not for evil. Although it is easier to destroy
than it is to create, we all have the responsibility of restoring the true image of Islam in the West. No one
else will do it for us. The media will not one day wake up and decide to portray Muslims in a favorable
light. We are the ones who need to intervene and dedicate our time and efforts to reviving Islam in those
areas; not by violence, but by education and by our good manners.

We need to be dedicated, and to believe that our work will bear fruit. One time, I was on a boat in Alaska
with nearly forty youths clutching Bibles. They were on their way to Bible camp for the summer. I was
very impressed and admired them for spending their entire summer break at Bible camp studying
religion, when in America they could have gone anywhere else. Those youth were on their way to make
a change. We can do the same too; we need to find our way. Reflect and meditate and perhaps you will
find your way. We must all ask ourselves what is our purpose in this life. Is it just to eat, have fun, and
drive a nice car? God has placed the answer inside all of us.

After helping our children understand their mission in life, parents also need to assist their children to
take pride in their religious identity. Make them feel proud to be Muslim, not ashamed of it, as if they are
doing something wrong. Religious knowledge alone does not suffice. We also need to have a strong
sense of self-esteem, so you will be able to influence others and not be influenced in the face of social
pressure.

Although many youth know Islam extensively, they hide their Muslim identity out of embarrassment. In
addition, some immigrant youth suffer from an inferiority complex. They imagine that because they came
from Iran, Iraq, Syria, or Afghanistan they are less intelligent, less capable, and even less innovative
than Westerners are. Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, although there is no need to justify
our own worth, Islamic history disproves such a notion.

The scientific and cultural legacy of Islam is extensive and glorious. Advances in science, chemistry,
medicine, astronomy, mathematics, philosophy, and art used to radiate from the Islamic world. The
royalty of Europe used to travel to Muslim Spain to partake in their medical accomplishments. Numerous
European textbooks have been translated from Arabic.

Today of course, the situation has reversed, not because we are inherently inferior, but because we
have picked up an inferiority complex after being colonized and ruled over by adversaries. That is
however changing, no longer is it an era for Muslims to feel embarrassed about who they are. Stand tall
when you tell people that you are Muslim. Let them learn about Islam through your behavior and make
sure that your behavior qualifies you to be an ambassador of Islam. In society, one of us represents all
of Islam.

Aside from confidence in our religion, in order to help our children develop high self-esteem, we need to
avoid three mistakes in raising them: humiliation, overprotection, and perfectionism.

As parents, we need to realize our children are not our private property. They are a trust from God, and



He will ask us about how we treated them. Never put them down or disrespect them. We are the closest
people to them. Just as we have the ability to shape them, we also have the ability to harm them. Do not
degrade them because they have poor grades or are overweight. Humiliating them will not help them to
excel. In fact, it will only discourage them. You need to teach them how to do things right, not just tell
them what they are doing wrong.

This was the approach of the Prophet. Although he always knew who was responsible for what,
whenever he saw something in his community that he disliked, he would address it indirectly from the
pulpit (minbar), even if the offenders were sitting in front of him. He never named them directly because
he wanted to avoid embarrassing them. He encouraged them to change by preserving their dignity.

َكلوح نواْ منْفَضيظَ ٱلْقَلْبِ الفَظّاً غَل نْتك لَوو ملَه نْتل هٱل نم ةمحا رفَبِم 

It is by God’s mercy that you are gentle to them; and had you been harsh and hardhearted, surely
they would have scattered from around you. (3:159)

Overprotecting our children will also stunt their growth. Although we need to look after our children
because they are unaware, inexperienced, and vulnerable, but to keep them from venturing into the
outside world at all will impede their progress in life. We need to develop a sense of mutual trust and
encourage them to communicate with us so that we can let them explore life safely. For instance, do not
prevent your sons or daughters from traveling to study if you feel that they will be safe and in good
company.

Do not prevent them from going to Hajj, especially if they save their money to go while they are
teenagers. As soon as they become financially able, Hajj becomes mandatory upon them. They are
religiously obligated to go, but many parents forbid them and tell them to enjoy life now and go for Hajj
later.

Hajj is a phenomenal experience. It will open the eyes of our children who are being raised in the West.
We are spoiled in the West. We can buy whatever we want from the market. In some countries, people
have to put their names on a waiting list to get a soft drink! Therefore, when they leave the comfort of
their homes for Mina, Arafat, and Muzdalafah, and sleep on the dust surrounded by millions of strangers,
they will realize the meaning of this verse:

ٰىخْرةً اتَار ما نُخْرِجنْهمو ميدُكا نُعيهفو ما خَلَقْنَاكنْهم

From it did We create you, into it shall We return you, and from it shall We bring you forth
another time. (20:55)

Hajj can revolutionize the thinking of someone who has lived nowhere but the West. It hammers in the



meaning of life and a sense of human equality and deep consideration for others. During the winter
season of Hajj it is bitter cold. Most of the people cannot sleep due to the cold. This is for one night; but
it should make us wonder, how many homeless people suffer like this every day?

Do not deprive them of the beauty of these realizations. Let them travel. Yes, be prudent, but if you do
everything for them, they will internalize the idea that they are incapable of doing anything on their own
and they will suffer because of this.

Finally, although we should encourage our children to excel, we should not expect them to be perfect.
For some parents anything less than an A+ is a disaster. Life is a learning experience. We are all
humans, not superhuman. A young man once told me that his parents had taught him about the “15”
Masoumeen (Infallible Imams). I asked him who the 15 were (because there are only 14) and he told me
they were the Prophet, Fatima al-Zahra, the twelve Imams, and then himself because his father always
told him that he had to be the fifteenth infallible.

No one is perfect. Do not overburden your children with these expectations. Use their mistakes as an
opportunity to teach them. No one will ever be perfect, so be lenient on them. Even God is All-Forgiving
and Merciful. Otherwise, they will run away from the family once they are able to.

The family atmosphere has a lot to do with how the children’s personalities form. One can easily tell
whether a child has been raised in a caring or a violent environment. Children are unwritten books. They
will thrive on love and tolerance, but will shrivel at harshness and neglect. If you are too hard on them,
they will rebel.

Both the father and the mother need to share disciplinary responsibilities. Neither parent should
undermine the other’s efforts to discipline the children. If they disagree, they need to discuss their
differences in private, not in front of the children. Otherwise, their disunity will counter their efforts and
manifest itself in the child’s personality. Do not victimize your children. An overwhelming number of
criminals and dictators had disturbed upbringings. If you and your spouse do not get along, then take
care of your problems outside the earshot of your children. Do not make them pawns in your arguments.
Children need a stable and peaceful family environment in order to flourish.

The mother is the centerpiece of the family. The elegance and beauty of the family rests upon her. The
stability of the family depends much more on the mother than on the father. She is the one who nurtures
the children in their early years. When she breastfeeds her child, she holds them close to her heart and
builds their character from her own. Those first two years are very decisive in shaping the character of
the baby. Most of the time, when the mother is moral the entire family will likely be moral as well. So
women should not underestimate their responsibilities. Although, some people believe that motherhood
is a curse, we believe it is a privilege and an opportunity. “Heaven lies beneath the feet of the
mothers.”29 Our mothers offer us a passport to Paradise.

Spiritually, we have two major responsibilities towards our children. One is to connect them to the Ahlul-



Bayt, not just God, for the Ahlul-Bayt are the quickest routes to reach God.

We need to inculcate the love for Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan, Husayn, and the imams in our
children from an early age. They will understand God’s mercy through the Ahlul-Bayt.

Traditionally, we tend to instruct children in the mechanics of religion first before addressing the spirit.
We usually teach our children how to pray before inspiring in them the essence of prayer. Some Muslims
ask why they do not enjoy praying. Probably, they do not enjoy it because they learned the actions
before the feelings. We need to know why we pray before we pray. Therefore, we need to convey to our
children the emotions, as well as the actions of spirituality.

Lastly, we need to be careful about how we present God. Many parents are tempted to present God as
frightening, threatening, and angry, for instance, saying to our children, “God will punish you!” A youth
once told me that when he was growing up he only heard about the Hellfire, and the first time he heard
about Heaven was at Disneyland. Do not scare your children away from God.

We teach them every day to say, “In the Name of God, the Infinitely Compassionate, the Most Merciful
(Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem),” sometimes several times a day. Portraying Him as their disciplinarian is
an oxymoron. Teach them instead about God’s infinite mercy and love; teach them about His protection
and forgiveness. This is how we will link them to God. Make religion pleasant for them so they will want
to hold onto it. Help them to understand that God is their closest friend, so when they are alone or in any
type of need they will not hesitate to turn to Him.

Youth Predicaments

Featured Themes:

Ways & Customs; Holy Qur’an; Islam’s Way; Mosque & Women; Mosque & Youth; Religious
Institutes

ْوانَس ٱلَّذِينونُواْ كَت اللُونَ. وما تَعبِم خَبِير هنَّ ٱلا هٱتَّقُواْ ٱلغَدٍ ول تا قَدَّمم نَفْس لْتَنظُرو هنُواْ ٱتَّقُواْ ٱلآم ا ٱلَّذِينهياي
ٱله فَانْساهم انْفُسهم اولَـٰئكَ هم ٱلْفَاسقُونَ. ال يستَوِيۤ اصحاب ٱلنَّارِ واصحاب ٱلْجنَّة اصحاب ٱلْجنَّة هم ٱلْفَآئزونَ

O you who have faith! Be wary of God, and let every soul consider what it sends ahead for
tomorrow, and be wary of God. God is indeed well aware of what you do. And do not be like
those who forget God, so He makes them forget their own souls. It is they who are the
transgressors. Not equal are the inmates of the Fire and the inhabitants of Paradise. It is the
inhabitants of Paradise who are the successful ones. (59:18-20)

Our youth should be the ones who are reviving and transmitting Islamic values. Unfortunately though,
practically, they have fled from our institutions. Our traditional Islamic programs hold little, to no interest



for them. Although they should be in the forefront, they are nonetheless absent. Normally, people
(mostly men) from their 40’s to their 80’s dominate most of the mosques. We have to ask ourselves why
this is. One problem may be the ever-increasing, unbridgeable gap between Islamic and Western
culture. Another may be our own cultural habits that disenchant the youth and drive them away.

Perhaps our parents who migrated to the West should have considered heavily that they would be
bearing children into a society that may not be welcoming towards Islam. One may not fully realize the
depth of disparity between these two lifestyles. All of the adults in our community, whether parents,
elders, religious leaders, or civic leaders need to familiarize themselves with the negative realities of
American culture in order to educate the younger generation of the dangers that are present in the
society.

Let me give you some basic examples. In the American culture, from the time that the children are in
elementary school, the society is gearing them towards dating, having a boyfriend or girlfriend. For most
American parents and society, this is socially acceptable. If they do not partake in this, then others think
there is something wrong with them. Alcohol is omnipresent.

In Europe, toddlers are sometimes given sips of alcohol drinks in order to familiarize them with the taste.
When I was flying back from an Islamic country, the couple behind me kept asking for wine for
themselves and their children, and imagine we were coming from an Islamic country. Women’s fashions
and clothes are designed to reveal their bodies, rather than conceal it. Hiding one’s attractiveness is
unheard of. Nothing is protected and nothing is covered.

Perhaps the most important difference between our cultures is that Islamic culture still promotes
adherence to the sources of ethical and conservative values - the Qur’an and the Sunnah. It is not a
culture of moral resistance.

Following the teachings of the Prophet is praised.

ًيمالواْ تَسمّلسيو تيا قَضمجاً مرح هِمنْفُسا ۤجِدُواْ في ال ثُم منَهيب را شَجيموكَ فمحي َّتنُونَ حموي ِكَ البرو فَال 

But no, by your Lord! They will not believe until they make you a judge in their disputes, then do
not find within their hearts any dissent to your verdict and submit in full submission. (4:65)

However, modern Western culture has more of a tendency towards rebellion. Muslims are not the only
ones who feel this pull. Even Christians are suffering in such an environment today. Some Christian
leaders have confided that even they are finding themselves defamed and marginalized, since Western
culture tries to outcast religion. Individualism forms a major pillar of an American society.

Popular culture teaches people that the individual comes first, and then the society is second. The
individual is more important than the society. You should not restrict yourself. You should do whatever



you think is good for you no matter what your parents think. You should enjoy yourself. Unfortunately,
the new generation is being indoctrinated with this idea.

On the other hand, Islam teaches us not to be selfish. It teaches us to put God first before everything
else. We are His slaves. He put us on earth to test us and to see whether or not we will follow Him.
Eventually, we will return back to Him.

ناكسما وهادسنَ كةٌ تَخْشَوارجتا ووهفْتُمٱقْتَر الوماو مُتيرشعو ماجزْواو مُانخْواو مكنَآوباو مكاوانَ آبن كا قُل
ينقٱلْفَاس مدِى ٱلْقَوهي ال هٱلو رِهمبِا هٱل تاي َّتواْ حصبفَتَر هبِيلس ادٍ فجِهو هولسرو هٱل نم ملَيا بحآ انَهوضتَر


Say, “If your fathers and your sons, your brethren, your spouses, and your kinsfolk, the
possessions that you have acquired, the business you fear may suffer, and the dwellings you are
fond of, are dearer to you than God and His Apostle and to waging jihad in His way, then wait
until God issues His edict, and God does not guide the transgressing lot.” (9:24)

We recognize that if we put anything above God, whether it is our parents, spouses, children, siblings,
business, or wealth, then we will feel the setback. These morals are limited to the Islamic culture;
American society tends to hold an opposite view from Islam; facing all of these odds, we are raising our
children in this society. Without proper Islamic guidance from an early age, Muslim boys and girls will
have no choice but to join the mainstream culture. If this happens, then naturally our children will not
want to come to the mosques because it represents a reality which they do not want to live in.

However, that is not the only reason why our youth are estranged. Despite the society that we live in,
many of our youth do have a strong Islamic identity, but still they do not want to associate themselves
with the Islamic centers. They have two concerns: one is called “orthodoxy,” and the other is
“orthopraxy.” By “orthodoxy,” I mean that some of our youth are uneasy about some of our ideas; and
by “orthopraxy,” I mean that some are uneasy with some of our customs.

It must be noted that the Qur’an itself is not the problem. I have yet to meet a Muslim youth who rejects
the Qur’an. Although some youth I meet do not understand the Qur’an, but they do still accept it as the
word of God. My advice is for those youth who are confused about it should study it. The Qur’an has a
unique peculiarity that once a person dedicates their time to reading and understanding it, it will open up,
and we will enjoy it. However, if a person is bored with it, then it will become inscrutable. It depends on
our intention.

ًاراخَس إَال ينمزِيدُ ٱلظَّالي الو يننمولْمّةٌ لمحرو فَآءش وا هآنِ مٱلْقُر نم ِلنُنَزو

We send down in the Qur’an that which is a cure and mercy for the faithful; and it increases the



wrongdoers only in loss. (17:82)

The Qur’an has healing, salvation, and mercy for those who appreciate it; but others are driven farther
and farther away. It is like the ocean. Some people swim on its shores, some go further out, and others
dive deep into it. An average person who has no time for the Qur’an will understand nothing but the
initial meaning; but those who want to expand their knowledge can study it their entire lives and never
exhaust its supplies.

Therefore, we see that the Qur’an is not the problem. However, some of our youth have issues with the
sanctity of the hadith collections. At school in the West, children are taught critical thinking from an early
age. They are taught to use their reason to attack the text. Even the Bible is open for criticism. However,
in the mosque, Sunnis are told to accept the six books of hadith unquestioningly, even if what they read
contradicts their common sense.

They are reminded that criticizing the Companions is blasphemous and are drilled with hadiths like, “My
Companions are like stars and whichever one you follow you will be guided.”30 This hadith makes no
sense at all. Hundreds of thousands of people became “Companions” by merely seeing the Prophet, but
how did that make them flawless? They criticize the Shia for having 14 Infallibles; but with this hadith,
they made a hundred thousand people infallible and they see nothing wrong with it.

The Shia are not the only ones who reject this particular tradition. Even many prominent Sunni scholars
have denied it. Yet it is commonly repeated; however, it does not work for our youth. It drives them away
from Islam. They ask simple questions like, “Why, if all of the Companions were “rightly guided” did
some of them kill each other or call each other heretics?” Rather than receiving an intelligent answer,
they are warned against investigating that part of history. They are told that these traditions are sacred;
and the thinking youth are unconvinced. Some even leave Islam, not knowing if there is an alternative
path

Many other youth are driven away by our habits. They do not have a problem with Islam, but they have a
problem with how it is implemented. For example, some of the mosque cultures in the West tend to be
hopelessly misogynistic. Count the number of women inside a mosque in the West. Women are not
welcomed; the mosque is mainly catered for the older men. Some, in fact, discourage women from
visiting the mosque altogether.

When they do go, they are often relegated to dark, ill-kept corners. I wonder how we expect our wives to
be our children’s first teachers if we ban them from the mosque. I wonder how we can expect our youth
to come to the mosque when their own mothers cannot bring them there from an early age. Even male
youths avoid the mosque.

Our youth need to be regularly present in the mosque if we want them to represent Islam. A simple
solution is to make Islamic organizations less hostile to women and the youth. Also, in some cases, the
mosques are not family-friendly. In contrast, churches welcome the entire family. The entire family goes



to church on Sundays; they listen to the sermon and pray together. They enjoy worshipping together and
bond with each other. However, in some mosques, the entire family is not present. Everyone should feel
a sense of ownership and welcoming in the mosque. Going to the mosque should be pleasant for
everyone, and each member of the family should encourage the others to attend.

Additionally, from the early days of Islam, the mosque was always the intellectual center of the
community. However, nowadays it has been reduced to a mere place of worship. Although it may be
open five times a day for prayers, there is no scholar to learn from or discuss issues with. It is very sad
to see the impact of this.

Ironically, 9/11 opened the eyes of many American to the beauty of Islam. Immediately after 9/11, we
actually saw more non-Muslims than Muslims in the audience; the mosque became a magnet for them.
Unfortunately, they soon realized that they had no place there. They were not welcomed, and they did
not learn anything. They left and never came back. Often times, there is a major discrepancy between
faith and practice.

Thus, the mosques need to be revitalized into friendly centers of learning for everyone. They need to
fulfill the same role that they did during the time of the Prophet. Once, the Prophet found two groups of
people in the mosque, one studying and the other one praying. When asked which one was better, he
smiled and said that both of them were good, but then pointed to the group that was studying and said,
“But I was sent for this.” His main mission was to teach. Without learning, one cannot worship properly.

Many Muslims recite their prayers, but their prayers do not restrain them from evil acts, the way that it
should. Praying has become a ritual, like brushing your teeth three times a day. God wants our prayers
to be meaningful, and that meaningfulness requires knowledge.

We also need to communicate with the youth in a language that they understand without patronizing
them. We need to address them at the same intellectual level that they hear at the universities. As
Muslims, we are facing some contemporary dilemmas that even the Muslim scholars (ulama) have not
resolved. When we reveal our ignorance about those issues, then our word loses credence with them.

We also need to stop importing religious leaders from abroad. We need homegrown religious scholars
who are familiar with Western culture and lifestyle.

وۤاعجذَا را مهموا قَونذِريلو ٱلدِّين واْ فتَفَقَّهيّفَةٌ لطَآئ منْهم قَةرف لن كم نَفَر الآفَّةً فَلَوواْ كرنْفينُونَ لموانَ ٱلْما كمو
 الَيهِم لَعلَّهم يحذَرونَ

Yet it is not for the faithful to go forth all together. But why should not there go forth a group
from each of their sections to become learned in religion, and to warn their people when they
return to them, so that they may beware? (9:122)



The development of traditional Muslim seminaries (hawzahs) and seminaries is excellent. We need to
combine academic studies at the universities with traditional teachings at the hawzah in order to produce
future leaders of Islam in the West.

We all need to step up to fulfill these responsibilities. Do not leave it for someone else. When God
intends goodness for one of His servants, He opens up his eyes to study religion and serve Islam. Imam
Husayn and the Ahlul-Bayt are waiting for us all to volunteer and carry on their message and their
mission.

The Spirit of Ashura

Featured Themes:

Preamble to Ashura; Reasons for Ashura; Muawiyah; Yazid; Remembering Ashura

هلَيداً ععقْتَلُونَ ويقْتُلُونَ وفَي هٱل ـبِيلس لُونَ فقَاتنَّةَ يٱلّج منَّ لَهبِا مالَهوماو مهنفُسا يننموٱلْم ـنٰى مٱشْتَر هنَّ ٱلا
حقّاً ف ٱلتَّوراة وٱالنْـجِيل وٱلْـقُرآنِ ومن اوفَ بِـعهدِه من ٱله فَـٱستَبشرواْ بِبيعـم ٱلَّذِى بايـعتُم بِه وذٰلكَ هو ٱلْفَوزُ
يمظٱلْع 

Indeed God has bought from the faithful their souls and their possessions for Paradise to be
theirs: they fight in the way of God, kill, and are killed. A promise binding upon Him in the Torah
and the Injeel (Gospel) and the Qur’an. And who is truer to his promise than God? So rejoice in
the bargain you have made with Him, and that is the great success. (9:111)

The eve of ashura is a very solemn night for many muslims worldwide. We begin to recall the events of
that evening up until the next day. Immediately, grief strikes the heart upon hearing the story. Without
compulsion, one joins a wave of mourners remembering the life and sacrifice of Imam Husayn, his
family, and his companions; and we all remember them in sadness.

On this night, we share our sympathy with the Ahlul-Bayt and their grandfather, the Prophet, who is
cited by Bukhari as saying that the Prophet held Husayn in his arms and said, “Husayn is form me, and I
am from Husayn. May God love whoever loves Husayn.” Whoever shares in the sorrow of Imam Husayn
is beloved in the eyes of God.

On the eve of Ashura, millions of people around the world feel sadness over the events that happened
on the plains of Karbala over 1,350 years ago. One gathering ends and then another begins. In the
morning, they begin in Australia and the Far East. By the time that program finishes, new
commemorations begin in the Middle East and Africa. Still later, more commemorations begin in Europe
and America for a noble and innocent man named Aba Abdullah Husayn. No corner of the earth is
absent of his remembrance on the eve and day of Ashura.



Three catalysts led to the uprising of Imam Husayn. The first was the pressure to pay allegiance to
Yazid. The second was the presence of people of conscience, who in search of freedom pushed him to
rise against the Bani Umayyad. Finally, the third was nothing other than the pivotal principle of Islam,
“enjoining the good and forbidding the evil.” These three factors combined to result in the uprising of the
Imam on the day of Ashura.

Before he died in the year 60 ah, Muawiyah b. Abi Sufyan had ruled the Muslim stage for four decades
with an iron fist. He was the first person to change the caliphate, the succession to the Prophet, into a
monarchy. This is a historical fact, and the Muslim historian, Ibn Khaldun was one of those who
mentioned this.

In order to secure his son’s succession to the throne, Muawiyah summoned one of his senior aides
named Ziyad b. Abihi, as well as, Al-Mugheerah b. Shubah to inform them that before he died he
wanted to see his son Yazid crowned as Commander of the Faithful. They advised him against that
because people would reject him due to his licentiousness. However, Muawiyah insisted on this.

At the time of Muawiyah’s death, Yazid was on a hunting expedition outside Damascus. He hastily
returned to the royal palace to take his position. His first action as caliph was to write an urgent letter to
his first cousin, Waleed b. Utbah b. Abi Sufyan, the governor of Madinah, instructing him to take oaths of
allegiance from the prominent leaders of Madinah - for he knew that Madinah was the intellectual and
spiritual center of Islam at that time.

A few days later, the message arrived in Madinah, and immediately Waleed summoned Imam Husayn to
his palace. Imam Husayn adamantly refused to give his hand saying, “We are the family of prophethood
and the guardians of the message. Yazid is a corrupt licentious man who drinks alcohol and sheds
innocent blood, and someone like me will never pay allegiance to someone like him.”

Those few words highlighted Yazid’s character, who was the personification of sin. Bukhari relates that
the Prophet warned the people, “My community (ummah) will perish at the hands of a childish boy from
Quraysh,”31 clearly referring to Yazid b. Muawiyah. Someone like Imam Husayn whose mission was to
preserve God’s message on earth could never bow to him.

َونرتُنص ال ثُم آءيلوا نم هونِ ٱلن دم مَا لمو ٱلنَّار مسوا فَتَمظَلَم ٱلَّذِين َلنُوۤا اكتَر الو

And do not incline toward the wrongdoers; lest the Fire should touch you, and you will not have
any friend besides God, then you will not be helped. (11:113)

The pressure mounted, and the Imam could not remain in Madinah any longer. He left Madinah in the
month of Rajab and arrived in Mecca in the month of Shaban. He remained there for four months. News
spread rapidly that the Imam had been forced to abandon his birthplace. People began to question what
was happening. Scores of delegates came from abroad to encourage him to lead a revolt against the



Bani Umayyad. They told him that they were extremely dissatisfied with the government, they wanted to
seek guidance, and needed a savior to rescue them from Yazid.

Their fears about Yazid were indeed true, for Yazid left three major legacies during his rule. To start
with, in the first year of his rule, he murdered Imam Husayn and his small group of followers. The next
year (62 ah), he attacked the city of Madinah and made it a free-zone for three days for his soldiers to
rape and pillage as they wished. Historians relate that ten thousand innocent civilians were killed inside
of Madinah, and women and girls were raped. Lastly, in the third year of his rule, he destroyed the Holy
Ka’bah.

In addition to the visitors, Imam Husayn also received many letters pleading him to aid the people of
Kufa, and elsewhere, against the tyrants of the Bani Umayyad. He sent his cousin Muslim b. Aqeel to
Kufa to investigate the situation. Within a few days of his arrival, thousands of people paid allegiance to
Muslim, and he wrote back to Imam Husayn that 18,000 men were waiting for his arrival. This was the
second factor that led to his tragic journey.

The third was nothing other than adherence to the basic principle of faith, “enjoining the good and
forbidding the evil.” The ummah had neglected that principle.

ِورمةُ ٱالباقع هلرِ وْنٱلْم نا عونَهوفِ ورعوا بِٱلْمرمااةَ ووكآتَۇا ٱلزاةَ ولووا ٱلصقَامضِ ارٱال ف منَّاهنْ ما ٱلَّذِين

Those who, if We granted power them in the land, maintain the prayer, give the zakat, and bid
what is right and forbid what is wrong. And with God rests the outcome of all matters. (22:41)

Islam was not meant to be a faith strictly based on a set of rituals. Moral security comes first. Without
moral security, no one can worship in peace. The only way to establish peace and justice on earth is to
enjoin good and forbid evil.

However, Islam had become ritualized, and it was on its last breath. It had been stripped of its substance
by such a caliph at its head. Imagine how people would react today if a leader of any country went on
television and asked the people to abstain from alcohol but he himself held a bottle in his hand. That
was Yazid. Even when his father sent him to Hajj to rehabilitate him before he took over the throne, he
could not live without wine. “Leave the mosques for the worshippers to inhabit, and let me sit at the
tavern and drink my fill,” were his exquisite lines about drinking. These were his words; and this was
Yazid b. Muawiyah - the “cursed tree” described in the Qur’an.32 In truth, his entire lineage was cursed.

When Imam Husayn took it upon himself to leave Hejaz, scores of people advised him against heading
towards Iraq. They begged him to stay and told him that they needed him there. The Imam had one
reply:

I heard my grandfather the Messenger of God, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him and



his family, say that if a person sees an oppressive tyrant ignoring the boundaries of God and betraying
the Sunnah of the Prophet of God and treating the servants of God aggressively and wickedly, and that
person does not oppose him through his words or deeds, then it is incumbent upon God to give that
person the same end as the tyrant (i.e. to send him to the Hellfire).

Keeping quiet under despotic rule is tantamount to aiding a tyrant. Thus, Imam Husayn had no choice
but to embark on his mission.

Some people argue that Imam Husayn should not have jeopardized his own life and his family’s lives to
confront Yazid. In response, one would ask, “Was it necessary for the martyrs of Badr or Uhud to give
up their lives?” Were all the martyrs throughout history misguided? Our survival depends on sacrifice. All
religions believe this, not just Islam.

“The martyrs are the princes of Paradise.” Imam Husayn saved Islam for us by sacrificing himself.
Otherwise, Islam was fated to go the way of the other major divine messages. God sent the largest
contingent of prophets to the Jews, but Judaism was later changed. He sent Jesus who achieved world
recognition, but his message was changed. This was exactly what was going to happen to the message
of the Seal of the Prophets, Muhammad. It took the blood of Imam Husayn to keep the true message of
Islam intact.

During his time, he was the one who took that responsibility on. Now, we also have a responsibility in
our time. We must not be indifferent, nor can we be mere spectators. These are difficult times for us, and
we have to do whatever we can to aid our religion righteously according to our capacity.

َانَتَابِ لْال لها نآم لَوو هنُونَ بِالمتُورِ وْنٱلْم ننَ عوتَنْهوفِ ورعونَ بِٱلْمرملنَّاسِ تَال تخْرِجا ةما رخَي نْتُمك
 خَيراً لَّهم منْهم ٱلْمومنُونَ واكثَرهم الْفَاسقُونَ

You are the best nation [ever] brought forth for mankind: you bid what is right and forbid what is
wrong, and have faith in God. And if the People of the Book had believed, it would have been
better for them. Among them [some] are faithful, but most of them are transgressors. (3:110)

The Muslim ummah has been praised on one condition, “it enjoins the good and forbids the evil.”
Otherwise, there is no difference between Muslims and others. Only a person who can carry out that
responsibility has true faith; and the others are still aspiring to truly follow their religion. God says about
the ancient civilizations that perished:

َلُونفْعانُواْ يا كم سلَبِى لُوهرٍ فَعنن منَ عوتَنَاهي انُواالك

They would not forbid one another from the wrongs that they committed. Surely, evil is what they
had been doing. (5:79)



Due to the fact that they abandoned that duty, they were destroyed.

Today, we have an enormous responsibility. We should not commemorate Ashura just to cry and
lament, but rather, we have to learn and reflect. Imam Husayn gave his entire life and family in order to
enjoin good and forbid evil. We need to ask ourselves whether we are fulfilling that duty, even if it is just
among our families and friends. People ask me sometimes whether they should advise their parents or
relatives to pray; and the answer is that of course you should! If you want your family to remain safe and
united then you need to remind them. Certainly, you would tell your family and friends to avoid a
hazardous road because you care about them. Likewise, when it comes to moral issues, you have to
enjoin what is right to those you care about. They may not listen to you immediately, but you need to be
patient for it takes time. One has to be consistent.

ىلتَّقْوةُ لباقٱلْعزُقُكَ ونَر نلُكَ رِزْقاً نَّحانَس ا الهلَيع طَبِرٱصو ةاللَكَ بِٱلصها رماو

And bid your family to prayer and be steadfast in its maintenance. We do not ask any provision
of you. It is We who provide for you, and the outcome will be in favor of the God-conscious.
(20:132)

God revealed to Prophet Jethro, “O Jethro! I am going to destroy 100,000 of your people - 60,000 of the
good and 40,000 of the bad.”

Jethro was shocked. “God,” he asked, “I understand why You want to punish the evil ones, but what
crime have the good people committed?”

God revealed, “O Jethro, they sided with the evildoers and did not show or express anger at My
anger.”33 In other words, they did not side with God. This is how important enjoining good and forbidding
evil is.

No one at that time could have stood up for the cause like Imam Husayn. Had he ceded his
responsibility and yielded to the Bani Umayyad, Islam would have perished. He could never have
allowed that to happen, for he was the son of Imam Ali, the first defender of Islam. His blood revived
Islam and the ummah. Mere talk was not enough; and he knew that he had to give his life to save the
religion. The survival of Islam depended on him. This was why Imam Husayn was content to give his life
for the sake of Islam, and not only his life, but even the lives of his loved ones as well. On the day of
Ashura, ten children of Ali b. Abi Talib sacrificed their lives for the sake of Islam.

As a result, today Imam Husayn is the universal icon of reform. Wherever you go, Imam Husayn is
honored, and even non-Muslims revere him. Although the actual battle of Ashura only took a few hours,
it has been immortalized. Did you ever ask yourself why? Did you ever ask yourself why some may not
always come to the Islamic centers during the year, but they always show up during the time of Ashura?
Is it just tradition, or is it something else?



The battle of Ashura did not take place between two leaders or two tribes. It was a conflict of truth
versus falsehood; justice versus injustice; dignity against disgrace. This is the essence of Ashura, and
this is why we keep coming back to our religious centers every year for more inspiration.

Ashura inspires all of us. You will see the effects of remembering it; perhaps not today, perhaps not
tomorrow, but definitely sometime during your lifetime. This is the effect of Imam Husayn, and this is why
the anniversary of Ashura needs to be commemorated. Promise yourself that every year, no matter
where you are, no matter what you are doing, you will take the time to remember Imam Husayn, for the
cause that he fought for will never end until we have the honor to witness the illuminating face of Imam
Mahdi. That will be the final day of Ashura, and at that time we will witness universal peace.

One should ask themselves “where would I stand?” If there are two camps, one camp is for the truth and
the other is for falsehood, which one would you choose? Would you join Imam Husayn if he was
standing before you? Most of us would say yes! We must remember that even today, Imam Husayn
needs our help; his sister, Lady Zaynab needs our help. I am sure that one of the things that they would
ask of us is not to sell our selves short while living in the West. We must all endeavor to live an
honorable life; live a clean life. Our lives have a very important role. We have to be ready to sacrifice
everything for Islam. We have to work hard as we are the soldiers of Imam Husayn and the future
soldiers of Imam al-Mahdi.

Even today, our lives have a meaning and purpose. Each and every person was born with a quality that
is meant to be shared with others. We need to tap into those qualities. You have the potential to make
positive changes, not only for yourself, but more so, for others. Today, we may not be needed in the
battlefield, but we are needed in the classroom, workplace, political offices, soup-kitchens, and
neighborhoods; we have a role to play in these and many other walks of life. Today, the sword has
become the pen that writes great works about Islam; the armor has become the speech that will protect
Islam; the soldiers of Islam are represented by our fortress of ethical and moral values. This is what
Imam Husayn wants from all of us; this is the sacrifice of Ashura.

Reformation & Transformation

Featured Themes:

Lessons Learned; Building Faith; Avoiding Sins

ااهسن دم قَدْ خَابا  واهن زَكم فْلَحا  قَدْ ااهتَقْوا وهورا فُجهملْها  فَااهوا سمنَفْسٍ وو

By the soul and Him who fashioned it, and inspired it with [discernment between] its virtues and
vices: one who purifies it is certainly felicitous, and one who betrays it certainly fails. (91:7-10)



Millions of muslims worldwide will continue to make their annual presence at religious institutes’
commemorating the life and legacy of Imam Husayn, his family and companions. More so now, we all
have to ask ourselves, how will commemorating Ashura change us?

Ashura does not end on the 10th of Muharram just because the main commemorations have ended. The
aim of the Ashura sessions is nothing less than the salvation of humanity. We come to be inspired,
touched, and motivated by Imam Husayn, but more importantly, to apply his message to our own lives
on a daily basis.

These sessions need to be a catalyst for change. One may not see a radical change in their life in only
ten days. However, these sessions should open our eyes to show us our way in life and help us to
reorganize our priorities. We cannot remain stagnant and continue in our negative ways.

Do not despair if you try to change but are not completely able to. One must keep on trying. At the end
of the struggle, when one reaches salvation, then you will be grateful that you did not give up.
Meanwhile, you will enjoy and benefit from the journey of reformation.

This path to inner change needs to begin first with ourselves, then our family, and then our society. God
created human beings to be the jewel of this universe. A hadith al-Qudsi says, “My servant, I have
created everything for you, and I have created you for Me.”34 A married couple who have only one child
will bequeath everything to that child; we have the same value before God Almighty.

The importance of humanity lies deep in the soul. All of God’s messengers came for one reason - to
teach us how to refine our souls and make us become true human beings. One of our maraja35, Sheikh
Abd al-Kareem al-Haeri went to the shrine of Imam Husayn and told him, “Today I have reached the
height of knowledge. People follow me, but I want you to help me become a true human being.”

Imam Ali said, “Your first battlefront should be your soul. If you can subdue it, then you can subdue
others; but if you succumb to it, then you will succumb to others.”36

A team that cannot win on its own turf will not be able to win elsewhere. We have to be victorious inside
ourselves first. Afterwards, we can venture outside of our own souls into our families and our
communities, and then we will be able to go forward easier. However, if we fail inside our own souls,
then we will most likely fail in the outside world. If we cannot resist temptations in our lives then how can
we expect our children to resist it in theirs? We need to begin with ourselves first.

The Bible has a beautiful verse, “For what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world but lose
his own soul?” (Mark 8:36)

ُانرٱلْخُس وكَ هذٰل الا ةاميٱلْق موي يهِملهاو مهنفُسوۤاْ ارخَس ٱلَّذِين رِيننَّ ٱلْخَاسا قُل هونن دم تُمىا شدُواْ مبفَٱع
بِينٱلْم



You worship whatever you wish besides Him. Say, “Indeed the losers are those who ruin
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection.” Look! That is the manifest loss!
(39:15)

True failure in this world is when we will stand before God on the Last Day and will realize that we had
lost our soul in this world because we had not been able to restrain ourselves from sin. It has nothing to
do with losing our prestige, health, or wealth in this temporary world. We must try very hard not to lose
ourselves. Some people try to guide others, but fail to guide themselves. Some people want to try and
reform the entire world but fail because they do not have enough willpower to control their own souls. A
failed person cannot reform others. This is why we must begin with ourselves.

Think of Prophet Joseph, a major reformer of his time. He was at the peak of glory and power, but he
was not interested in either one. He had the wealth of Bill Gates, the charisma of the most famous
celebrities, and the inner beauty of a saint. That was Joseph at his time. Yet, at the height of his
prestige, he asked God:

فَّنتَو ةرٱآلخا وٱلدُّنْي ف ِيلو نتضِ ارٱالاتِ واومٱلس رادِيثِ فَاطحٱال وِيلن تَام تَنلَّمعلْكِ وٱلْم نم تَنقَدْ آتَي ِبر
ينحالبِٱلص قْنلْحاماً ولسم

My Lord! You have granted me a share in the kingdom, and taught me the interpretation of
dreams. Originator of the heavens and earth! You are my guardian in this world and the
Hereafter! Let my death be in submission [to You], and unite me with the Righteous. (12:101)

God gave him command over the greatest empire of his time which was Egypt, and bestowed him with
supernatural knowledge. Yet, he turned his attention away from the worldly matters; and prayed to be a
true slave of God. He wanted to be with the spiritually elite ones, and this is described in the exegesis
(tafseer) of the Qur’an as being the Prophet Muhammad and his family (the Ahlul-Bayt). He saw beyond
his own time.

We need to be very careful with our inner self. Our soul is the closest thing to us, much closer than our
family or possessions. Certainly, one may ask, how can we reform ourselves?

Imam Ali said, “The first step to sinning is the assent of the soul.” Our soul has two parts to it: one good
and the other evil. We need to be careful and vigil of the latter; and must try our hardest not to give into
it.

We can control the evil half of our soul by holding it accountable for its deeds. Every night, before we go
to sleep, we should review our day. Make time to speak to yourself for ten minutes. Go over what we did
from the early hours of the morning (when we woke up to pray), until the nighttime when we are ready
for bed. It will only take a few minutes to do this. Some people waste hours on the Internet or on their
cell phones. Make a phone call to yourself. The Prophet said, “Strengthen your souls by evaluating



them, and guard them by opposing them.”37 Put a restraining order against the part of your soul that
tempts you to do evil acts. Follow the advice of the Commander of the Faithful who said, “The best
commander is the one who has command over his own soul.”38 Through this process, we will embark
on the journey towards salvation; and God will make it easy for us. Our deeds remain written with Him
forever, so we cannot allow ourselves to forget them.

ٌةيرصب هنَفْس َلانُ عنسٱال لب

Rather each person is a witness to himself. (75:14)

All of us have bad habits that we must try to quit performing. A young man confessed that he could not
stop himself from dating girls. I told him that he is not the only one; and some others his age have the
same problem. He asked me how to stop. I told him that the first step is to be honest with yourself, for
that shows that you are serious about changing. I told him that if you want to stop dating other people’s
daughters and sisters, then think of the girls that you are dating as being your own sister, would you
want someone else to use your sister as entertainment? Think seriously about the potential
consequences before you pick up the phone and ask a girl on a date.

Whenever you are tempted to do anything at all, think about the consequences. Every action has a
reaction. This is not just a law in physics, but it also holds true for everything in life. Everything that you
do has a price to pay, and sometimes, the price is heavy. Would you charge up your credit card, which
has a ten thousand dollar limit on it just because you can do it? Who will pay for it? It is you and only you
who will have to pay, and surely, the payback will be very difficult.

Dating has a similar price. First of all, it will distance you away from God because it is a violation of His
command. You will lose His blessings and guidance. If you promise to stop, but keep regressing, then
your soul will become weakened, and you will wonder why you ever wanted to go back to God in the first
place.

In addition to this, dating cheapens men and women. Everyone prefers to buy a brand new car; a new
car has a new car smell and clean seats. You know that you are the first driver. A second-hand car is
not clean and thus you will not value it like a new car. It is the same with people. If you cheapen yourself
and reduce your moral value, then your future family will not respect you as much. Besides, you need to
see it from another perspective as well; would you tolerate someone in the community that tampers with
your daughter or sister? Obviously you would not, so think about it before you infringe on the honor of
other families.

That is how we must try to keep ourselves away from sins, by examining ourselves and considering the
consequences. Imam al-Ridha narrates a story of a monk, at the time of the Children of Israil, who
saved himself by holding himself accountable for his deeds. After 40 years of worship, God had asked



him to offer a sacrifice. After he gave the sacrifice, God rejected it. The monk was worried; but rather
than blaming others, which is usually what we do, he was honest with himself. He blamed God’s
rejection on himself; for he had indeed betrayed his own soul. God inspired him to realize that those few
moments were superior to all the 40 years of his worship.

You should be the first one to realize what is wrong inside of yourself before others mention it. God has
provided us with the ability for self-reflection. However, we have to accept others’ advice as well. We
have to thank them for advising us, even if they are criticizing us. We should not get angry or offended,
for sincere advice is the best gift that we can ever get.

ِربا بِٱلصواصتَوو قاْ بِٱلْحواصتَواتِ وحاللُواْ ٱلصمعنُواْ وآم ٱلَّذِين الا

Except those who have faith and do righteous deeds, and enjoin one another (tawaasaw) to
[follow] the truth, and enjoin one another to patience. (103:3)

Tawaasaw refers to mutual advice. True believers should be able reach out to their brothers and sisters
and ask what they are doing wrong and get honest advice. A tradition states, “Your friend is the one who
tells you the truth, not the one that (just) tells you that you are right.”39 Another tradition says, “A
believer is a mirror to a believer.”40 For many people, the mirror is an important piece of furniture in their
house because it shows them exactly how they look. We need to cultivate honest friendships with those
who will give us sound advice.

Thus, everything that has been mentioned will enable us to continue on the journey of reform; a journey
which we renewed at the beginning of this month, and which God willing, we will all continue to tread in
the memory of our beloved Imam Husayn who sacrificed everything that he had for the reformation and
transformation of the human race.
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