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Praise And Extolment

Praise and extolment-المدح والثَّناء

1. Be on your guard against excessive flattery and praise for indeed these two have a foul odour in the
heart.

.ـ احتَرِسوا من سورة الإطْراء والمدْح، فَإنَّ لَهما ريحاً خبيثَةً ف القَلْب1ِ

2. Beware of praising anyone for something that is not in him, for indeed his action affirms his attribute
and belies you.

.ـ إياكَ أنْ تُثْن عل أحد بِما لَيس فيه، فَإنَّ فعلَه يصدُق عن وصفه ويذِّبك2َ

3. The ugliest truth is a person’s praise for himself.

3نَفْسه لع لجالر دْقِ ثَناءالص حـ أقْب.

4. Verily the person who praises you is surely a deceiver of your intellect, [and] a cheater who cheats
you about yourself with false compliments and spurious praise; so if you deprive him of your grant or
withhold from him your favour, he will label you with every scandal and will attribute every ugly act to
you.

ـ إنَّ مادِحكَ لَخادِعٌ لعقْلكَ غاش لَكَ ف نَفْسكَ بِاذِبِ الإطْراء وزُورِ الثَّناء، فَإنْ حرمتَه نَوالَكَ أو منَعتَه إفْضالَكَ،4
.وسمكَ بِل فَضيحة، ونَسبكَ إل كل قَبيحة

5. Commendation causes vainglory and brings one closer to heedlessness.
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5ةرالغ نم دْنيو وهالز دِثحي ـ اَلإطْراء.

6. When you praise, be brief.

6رفَاخْتَص تدَحـ إذا م.

7. When one of the pious believers is extolled [for his virtues], he fears what is said about him, so he
says: I know myself better than others, and my Lord knows me better than myself. O Allah! Do not hold
me accountable for what they say and make me better than what they think of me.

7ماَللّه ،ّنم بِنَفْس لَمأع بري، ورغَي نم بِنَفْس لَمأنَا أع :قُولفَي لَه قالا يمم خاف ،تَّقينالم ندٌ مأح ـ إذا زُك
.لاتُؤاخذْن بِما يقُولُونَ، واجعلْن أفْضل مما يظُنُّونَ

8. Recommendation of the evil ones is one of the greatest sins.

.ـ تَزكيةُ الأشْرارِ من أعظَم الاوزار8ِ

9. Love for compliments and praise is from the surest opportunities of Satan.

.ـ حب الإطْراء والمدْح من أوثَق فُرصِ الشَّيطان9ِ

10. The best praise is that which flows from the tongues of the righteous.

.ـ خَير الثَّناء ما جرى عل اَلْسنَة الأبرار10ِ

11. The worst praise is that which flows from the tongues of the wicked.

.ـ شَر الثَّناء ما جرى عل اَلْسنَة الأشْرار11ِ

12. Seeking praise without deserving it is foolishness.

12ققاق خُرحترِ اسبِغَي الثَّناء ـ طَلَب.

13. How many a person is thrilled by the praise showered upon him.



13هلَيع فْتُون بِالثَّناءم نم مـ ك.

14. Excessive praise is flattery; it causes vainglory and brings one closer to heedlessness.

14ةرالغ نم دْنوي وهالز دِثحي لَقم ةُ الثَّناءثْرـ ك.

15. Every praiser has the right to a good reward or a handsome gift from whom he praises.

15طاءع نزاء أوعارِفَةٌ مج نةٌ مثُوبم هلَيع أثْن نم لثْن عم لـ ل.

16. One who praises you has [actually] slaughtered you.

.ـ من مدَحكَ فَقَدْ ذَبحك16َ

17. One who praises you for what is not in you is indeed likely to blame you for that which you have not
done.

.ـ من مدَحكَ بِما لَيس فيكَ فَهو خَليق أنْ يذُمكَ بِما لَيس فيك17َ

18. One who is praised for that which is not in him is ridiculed by it.

18بِه رخس فيه سبِما لَي هلَيع ثْنا نـ م.

19. Whoever praises you for that which is not in you, then it is actually a criticism of you if you think
about it.

19قَلْتلَكَ إنْ ع ذَم وفيكَ فَه سكَ بِما لَيدَحم نـ م.

20. One of the ugliest blameworthy acts [of a person] is praising the wicked.

20ئامّالل دْحم ذامالم حأقْب نـ م.

21. The one who praises a person for that which is not in him is mocking him.



21بِه زِيتَهسم فيه سبِما لَي لجالر ـ مادِح.

22. The one who praises you for that which is not in you is [actually] mocking you, and if you do not give
him that which fulfils his wants, he will be excessive in his blame and defamation of you.

.ـ مادِحكَ بِما لَيس فيكَ مستَهزِي بِكَ، فَإنْ لَم تُسعفْه بِنَوالكَ بالَغَ ف ذَمكَ وهجائك22َ
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