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Preface

Dr. Wilson H. Guertin is a scientist and an outstanding psychologist. In addition, he has a great deal of
respect towards religion and possesses a broad knowledge in theology.

His interest in religion represents the interest of a scientist who thinks that religion, in general, contains
some truth, in spite of being clouded by man's misunderstanding and misinterpretation. We can hardly
expect a scientist, who deals with facts and tries to unveil the secrets of nature and life, to believe in a
religious teaching irreconcilable with the bare reality of nature, or with what had become an established
scientific knowledge. A scientist, faced with a religious teaching opposed to the bare facts of nature or to
an established scientific knowledge, is likely to take one of the following positions:

A. He may take a radical attitude by an outright rejection of religion in any form.

B. He may try to reconcile the religious concept with the established knowledge by interpreting the
former in a way that will not clash with the latter.

C. He may study other religions in order to find one that is not opposed to logic and to the facts of
nature.

Dr. Guertin took the third position and tried to find the truth by conducting a religious research in many
religious avenues. His research was intensive. He examined many kinds of religious teachings, and
finally came to examine the teaching of Islam.

“I am a Christian by birth,” he told me, “but ever since my early adulthood and extensive academic
training, I have had doubts. As a scientist, I am no longer able to accept any religious doctrine that is
inconsistent with a scientific knowledge. Having an inquisitive spirit, I tried to satisfy my doubt by looking
into some religious teachings other than that of my own denomination. I tried many religious avenues,
but I was never able to satisfy my doubt.

“Finally, I read some literature about Islam, and that made me interested in acquiring more information
about it. Now as I come to you, I am hopeful that I will be able to have a better knowledge of your faith. I
understand that you have a profound knowledge of Islam, and that you are specialized in this field. I
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would like to conduct a research on Islam with you, and I am confident that you will be able to answer
my questions. ”

The questions which he directed to me may come to the mind of any person who tries to find the truth in
Islam and about Islam. I thought, therefore, that those questions and their answers ought to be recorded
and published, and that a book containing our dialogues might be useful to any individual who has
doubts and wants to find answers to pertinent questions.

I know that a great number of people have similar problems, but they act indifferently. They keep their
doubt and seek no guidance. Some of them turn their back on the whole religious issue, while others
remain within their respective denominations with no earnest desire to seek the truth.

Distinguished, indeed, are those who feel thirsty for religious knowledge and energetic enough to try to
quench their thirst. This book is aimed to inform these seekers of truth and to satisfy the curiosity of
anyone that may read it. If it should help the reader to clarify his religious thought, if it should bring about
a better understanding of Islam, and if it should create a closer cooperation among the major religions,
then the author would feel most gratified and extremely rewarded.

Mohamad Jawad Chirri
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