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Preface

In the name of Allah (SwT), The Benficient, The Most Merciful

“Praise is due to Allah (SwT) whose worth cannot be described by speakers, whose bounties
cannot be counted by counters and whose claim (to obedience) cannot be satisfied by those who
attempt to do so, whom the height of intellectual courage cannot appreciate, and the height of
human understanding cannot reach; He for whose description no limit has been laid down, no
eulogy exists, no time is ordained and no duration is fixed. He brought forth creation through His
Omnipotence, dispersed winds through His Compassion, and made firm the shaking earth with
mountains and rocks.”

Imam Ali Ibn Abu Talib (as) First Sermon: Nahjul Balagha

*****

Hyderi Islamic Centre, was honoured and privileged to have a world-renowned speaker address the
community for five days in January 2012 (Islamic year: Safar 1433). This was to commemorate the
tragedy of Karbala, when Imam Husayn (as) the grandson of the Holy Prophet (S), was martyred in
Karbala, in Iraq more than 1,400 years ago.

The topic covered during these five days was based on answering: “The 50 most common questions
posed by Ahlul Sunnah to Shia Muslims”.

At the request of Hyderi members, this book and publication has been compiled, and attempts to resolve
major theological differences, in the form of Questions and Answers so that the knowledge can be
shared with other readers.

Our thanks to Shaykh Mohammed Abbas Panju, who has recently graduated from his studies in Najaf
and become the resident aalim at Hyderi Islamic Centre. His encouragement and scholarly review have
proved invaluable and to Tehseen Merali from Sun Behind The Cloud Publications for her advice and
help in publishing the work. Lastly, we would also like to thank Reshma Jaffrey and Sameer Abedi for
their contribution to this book. Your rewards are with the Almighty.
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We hope and pray that the answers and comments in response to these 50 common questions will help
bridge the gap of understanding between Shias and Sunni Muslims. For this reason, all of the answers
are provided with references from the Holy Qur’an and books compiled and written by leading Ahlul
Sunnah Scholars.

All the knowledge contained in this book is by the Grace of Allah (SwT) and any mistakes or errors are
through our weaknesses, fallibility or misunderstanding. We ask Allah (SwT) to forgive us if we have
offended any reader, Muslim or non-Muslim, Sunni or Shia.

Dr Liaket Dewji and Baqerali Alidina
12th May 2012 / 20th Jamadil-al-thani 1433
Wiladat of Lady Fatima (as)
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