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Purpose of the second tradition

Firstly: Graves of the Prophets of Bani Israel

It is mentioned in the Old Testament in the Book of Genesis 25 that:

Abraham breathed his last ... Issac and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Mach-pelah, in the
field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre ... There Abraham was buried with Sarah his
wife.

And in Genesis 35:

And Jacob came to his father Issac at Mamre ... And Issac breathed his last; and he died and ... his
sons Esan and Jacob buried him. And in Genesis 50, we come across the circumstances of the death of
Yaqoob (a.s.) when he died in Egypt. His son Yusuf (a.s.) carried him to Mach- pelah and buried him
near his grandfather and father. (Ibrahim and Ishaq).

The Old Testament, Book of Numbers: 20, mentions that Haroon (a.s) died at Mount Hor and was buried
there by his brother Musa (a.s).

According to the Old Testament, Book of Deutronomy: 34

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord, and
he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor: but no man knows the place of his
burial to this day.

Old Testament, Joshua: 24

Joshua, the son of Nun died, they buried him in his own inheritance in the hill country of Ephraim ....

and

The bones of Joseph ... were buried at Shechem”
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However, the Old Testament does not mention the places of burial of Dawood (a.s) and Sulayman (a.s).
The author of Al-Qamus also admits: “We do not know the place of burial of Dawood (a.s) and
Sulayman (a.s).

In Mojamul Buldan, under the word ‘Khalil’ is mentioned:

Al Khalil is the name of a place. It is a city which has buildings, forts and markets near Baitul Muqaddas.
Between them is a distance of a day’s travel. At that place is the tomb of Khalil, Ibrahim (a.s) in the
depth of the earth. It is place of visitation for the people. Caretakers are appointed for the place and
there is arrangement for visitors. This place is known as Khalil but its real name is Hebron or Hebri. It is
mentioned in Taurat (Old Testament) that Khalil purchased a piece of land from Aafroon bin Sauhar Al
Hassi for 400 dirhams of silver, and buried Sarah there. Some of the hadith scholars have been
associated with this place, (i.e.they are referred to as Khalili). It is a lovely place which freshens and
purifies the soul due to its blessings. It has a fort which was built by Sulaiman bin Dawood (a.s). Al
Harwi says, “I entered Baitul Muqaddas in 567 A.H. and in the city of al-Khalil gathered the scholars and
elders, and held discussions with them. They told me that in the year 513 in the reign of Bardoel, this
place had sunk in the valley of Khalil and a group of French people entered it.

They saw the tombs of Ibrahim, Ishaq and Yaqoob (a.s). Their shrouds were decaying and they were
sitting, reclining their backs to the wall. Above their heads, chandeliers (lantern) hung from the ceiling.
Their heads were open. The King gave them new shrouds and again covered the place of their repose.
Al Harwi continues: A man known as Armani decided to visit Khalil. He brought expensive gifts for the
curator and requested him to allow him to see the last remains of Ibrahim (a.s). The caretaker told him
that it was impossible at that time. But it may be possible if he waited till the crowds depart.

So when the crowds dispersed, the caretaker led him to a trap door and lifted it. Taking a lantern, both of
them descended the steps (about 70 steps). It was a deep and vast cellar and a soft breeze blew in it. It
had a platform where Ibrahim (a.s) was lying. There was a green cloth over him. The gentle breeze
moved the white beard of Ibrahim (a.s). Besides him were Ishaq and Yaqoob (a.s.). After this, the
caretaker brought Armani to the wall of the cave and said, “Sarah (s.a.) is behind this wall.” The Armani
expressed his desire to see behind the wall but a voice told him “Stop! Do not trespass into the
prohibited place.” So they turned back and came up outside.

The following incident is mentioned in the first part of Tarikh Ibne Asakir.

In 86 A.H., when Damascus was being excavated by the order of Walid Ibne Abdul Malik (died 96 A.H),
they found the head of Yahya ibne Zakaria in a basket in a casket below one of the pillars supporting the
dome. It was beneath the greater dome.

There is no mention of all the graves of the Prophets of Bani Israel in Taurat and other books. The burial
places of Lut (a.s), Yusha, Yasa, Ayyub, Uzair and Zakaria (a.s) are not known. As far as Isa Ibne
Maryam is concerned, he was raised up by the Almighty Allah.



These are the details regarding the tombs of the Prophets of Bani Israel - the Jews. Yet we have never
heard of the Jews ever considering the graves of their prophets as idols. Paying respect to a grave does
not tantamount to worshipping it. They were facing the graves during prayers like we face the Kaaba
during our prayers. So how can it be equated with idol-worship?

Secondly: Place of worship of the Jews

The place of worship of the Bani Israel was also Tent of Worship.

Known as the Tent of worship. it housed the Ark of Covenant of Musa (a.s). It is mentioned in Exodus
25-27 that the Almighty ordered Musa (a.s) to construct the Ark. It has also come in the Old Testament
(Exodus 29-30) that the Almighty ordered Musa (a.s) to worship near Mount Sinai. The diagram of the
ark has been taken from the ancient book, Qamus.

The Bani Israel used to carry the ark with them wherever they migrated. This continued till they reached
the land of Palestine. Dawood (a.s) initiated the construction of a permanent place of worship based on
the model of the worship tent. After him, Sulaiman (a.s) completed it and transferred the tent and the Ark
into it.1

Thus we conclude that the Jews were having a tent of worship since the time they were in the deserts of
Sina, and when they reached Palestine, Sulaiman (a.s) constructed a place of worship for them. It was
called Haikal of Sulaiman. The tent of worship and the ark of covenant were transferred into it.

Whatever we have mentioned so far and whatever we will mention in future is authentic. There is no
doubt in the traditions of the Prophet (S) but as far as the reporters of traditions are concerned they are
prone to mistakes and forgetfulness. Hence, we will investigate the matter in a critical way. Let us first
examine the traditions mentioned by us in connection with the prohibition of the construction over the
graves and then we can evaluate them.

After this, we shall present the traditions that support the construction of buildings over graves.

1. The Book of Exodus, 40:35-38. The Book of Numbers 35-38.
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