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Responsibility 76: Protecting Ones’ Self

A true believer must protect himself so that during the advent of the Imam, one may be able to assist
him.

In regards to this, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) has said:

:قُولي هنَّ الا، اوبِقُهم و هنَفْس لقَات لَةلدَّول ضِرتَعنَّ الْـمفَا ةيبِالتَّح يهتَتَّق نم تَقْبِلاس شِ وفَام لَةُ الظُّلْمود انَتذَا كا
ةُلالتَّه لـا مدِيياتُلْقُوا ب لا و

“In the reign of the unjust regime, you must walk carefully and receive those whom you fear with
greetings. Verily, one who opposes such a regime will have killed himself and brought about his own
perdition. Surely Allah says: And do not cast yourselves with your own hands to destruction.”1

Imam Muhammad ibne ‘Ali al-Baqir (as) has said:

لع موفَهيوا سعضكَ وا ذٌلواذَا رفَا نَهطَوعي فَلا ونَهطْلُبي ثُم نَهطَوعي فَلا قونَ الْحطْلُبشْرِقِ يوا بِالْمجقَدْ خَر بِقَوم ّناك
تكردا لَو ّنا اما دَآءشُه مهقَتْلا مِباحص لـا لاا اونَهدْفَعي لا وا وقُومي َّتح لُونَهقْبي لُوا فَلااا سنَ مطَوعفَي هِمقاتوع
ذٌلكَ بقَيت نَفْس لصاحبِ هذَا الامرِ

“It is as if I see myself with a people who rose up from the east. They demand their right but it will be
withheld from them. They will ask for it again but it will not be given. When they see this, they place their
swords on their shoulders (ready to use them), so they are given whatever they ask for but they do not
accept it.

They revolt and deliver their victory to your patron (al-Mahdi). Their killed ones will be martyrs. Verily,
were I to live until that time, I would try to save myself for the Patron of this Matter (so as to join him).”2

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) has narrated that if one wishes to have a long life and be able
to assist the Imam, then one should recite the following prayer. The narrator of this supplication states
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that: “When I continuously recited this supplication, my life extended to such an amount that I was
satisified with living.”

تددا تَرم :نَّكَ قُلْتا قَال هآل و هلَياتُكَ علَوص دَّقصالْـم ادِقولَكَ الصسنَّ را مللّٰهدٍ. امحآلِ م دٍ ومحم لـع لص مللّٰها
دٍ ومحم لـع لفَص مللّٰها .تَهاىسم هركنَا اا و توالْـم هري نموالْـم دِيبع حوضِ رقَب دِي فدتَرك لُهنَا فَاعا ءَش ف
ف لا نٍ (وفُلا ف لا و تبحا ندٍ محا ف لا و نَفْس ف نوتَس لا و رالنَّص ةَ ويافالْع و جكَ الْـفَرِيلول لِجع دٍ ومحآلِ م
...(فُلانٍ

“O’Allah! Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad. O’ Allah! Your Messenger, the truthful, the
trustworthy - may Your blessings be upon him and his household has said that You say ‘I have not
hesitated in a matter that I decide to do more than My hesitation in taking the soul of My believing
servant who hates to encounter death and I hate to perturb him.’

O’ Allah! Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and hasten the relief of your intimate servant
and give him wellbeing and succor, and do not perturb me or any of those whom I love, including so and
so.’”3

If one wishes, he can then take the names of each of his friends and close acquaintances whom he
wishes this supplication for and in place of the word فلان and the words which appear in the brackets,
one can mention all of his friends.

1. Tuhaf al-’Uqul, pg. 309; Suratul Baqarah (2), Verse 195
2. al-Ghaybah of Nu’mani, pg. 273, sec. 14: “Signs before the Avent,’ no. 50; Biharul Anwar, vol. 52, pg. 243, sec. 25, no.
116
3. Biharul Anwar, vol. 86, pg. 7, sec. 38, no. 7; Makarim al-Akhlaq, pg. 284
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