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Responsibility 7: Relating the Merits and
Qualities of the Imam

Another responsibility is to mention the merits and qualities of Imam al-Mahdi (ajtf). The narrations have
encouraged the believers to do this for all of the Infallible A`immah (as) and specifically Imam al-’Asr
(ajtf).

Without doubt, mentioning and reminding others of the merits and virtues of the Imam is the same as
mentioning goodness in itself (as the Imams are the personification of everything good) and this is one of
the best actions which a believer can perform and is a way to show enmity towards Satan.

Imam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim (as) has said:

تَخَدَّد لاا مغَةُ لَحضم يسلبا هجو لـع قـبي تِ فَلايالْب لهلَنَا اانِ فَضرذْكي ثُم هانِ الرذْكانِ فَييلْتَقي نَينمونَّ الْما و
لَمالا نجِدُ ما يم دَّةش نم يثتَغلَتَس هوحنَّ را َّـتح

“Indeed when two believers meet one another and remember Allah and then mention the greatness of
us the Ahlul Bayt (as), no flesh remains on the face of Iblis (Satan) except that it gets wrinkled and his
soul cries out due to the severity of the pain (he feels).”1

In a tradition from Imam ‘Ali b. Husain as-Sajjad (as), it is stated that:

و اما حق ذِي الْمعروفِ علَيكَ فَانْ تَشْره و تَذْكر معروفَه و تَنْشُر لَه الْمقَالَةَ الْحسنَةَ

“As for the right of the person who has done good to you over you, it is that you should thank him,
remember his favor and spread (to others) good words about him.”2

1. al-Kafi, vol. 2, pg. 188, no. 7
2. Tuhaf al-’Uqul, pg. 265; Makarim al-Akhlaq, pg. 459
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