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Responsibility 86: Respecting Places Related to
the Imam Part 2

We are also obliged to show respect and reverence to Masjid as-Sahlah and to perform the special acts
of worship in that place.1

As for the sanctity and greatness of this Masjid, it has numerous characteristics which other Masajid do
not have - for example, it was the original house of Prophets Ibrahim and Idris , and was also a place
that the great man of Allah, al-Khiďr frequented. It is also a place where Imam al-Mahdi (ajtf)
occasionally resides.

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) has stated that:

نْزِلم يهانَ فك .منَع دَاكَ؟ قَالف لْتعج نْزِلَهونُ مي قُلْت .هاليع و هلهبِا لَةهجِدِ السسم ف مالْقَائ ولى نُزرا ّناك
يهف يمقالْم رِ وضالْخ نسم يهف و يهف َّلقَدْ ص و الياً انَب هال ثعا بم و نمحالر يلخَل يماهربا نْزِلانَ مك و رِيسدا
كالْمقيم ف فُسطاَط رسولِ اله و ما من مومن و ال مومنَة اال و قَلْبه يحن الَيه و فيه صخْرةٌ فيها صورةُ كل نَبِ و ما
.خَافا يمم هال هارجا الا هارتَجسدٍ احا نا مم و هتاجح اءبِقَض هال فَهرص الا ادِقَةص ةيبِن ها الدٌ فَدَعحا يهف َّلص
الا لَةلَي ال و موي نا مم ا ويهف دْعنْ يا هال بحا الَّت الْبِقَاع نم وه قَال ،منَع نَزِيدُكَ؟ قُلْت قَال ،لالْفَض وذَا لَهه قُلْت
و الْمالئةُ تَزور هذَا الْمسجِدَ يعبدُونَ اله فيه اما انّ لَو كنْت بالْقُربِ منْم ما صلَّيت صالةً اال فيه يا ابا محمدٍ و ما
اءضانْق لـا دِهعب نذَا مه ؟ قَالدِهعب نفَم قُلْت .منَع داً؟ قَالبا يهف مالْقَائ الزي دَاكَ الف لْتعج قُلْت .ثَركا فصا لَم
الْخَلْق

“‘It is as if I see the descending of al-Qa`im (ajtf) in Masjid al-Sahlah, accompanied by his family and
close relatives family.’ (The companion said) I asked: ‘May Allah accept me as ransom for you! Will it be
his dwelling place?’ The Imam stated: ‘Yes, it will be. It was the dwelling place of Prophet Idris and
Prophet Ibrahim, the intimate friend of the all-Merciful and Allah did not send any prophet but that he
offered prayers in it (Masjid al-Sahlah).

It was also the house of al-Khiďr. He who resides in it is like one who resides in the tent of Allah’s
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Messenger. The hearts of true believing men and women yearn for it (Masjid al-Sahlah). In it there is a
rock which has the pictures of all the Prophets.

Nobody prays there and supplicates to Almighty Allah with a sincere intention but that his needs are
fulfilled by Almighty Allah; and nobody takes it as a shelter but that he is protected by Almighty Allah
against whatever he fears.’ I said: ‘This is indeed an excellent virtue.’

The Imam said: ‘Should I tell you more?’ The companion replied: ‘Yes.’ The Imam continued: ‘It is one of
the places where Almighty Allah likes to be called upon. There is no day or night when the Angels are
not frequenting this Masjid to worship to Almighty Allah. Verily, if I were to live near you, I would not offer
a single prayer anywhere else. O’ Abu Muhammad! There is more than what I have just said.’

I asked: ‘May Allah ransom me for you! Will al-Qa`im (ajtf) reside in that place for all time?’ The Imam
replied: ‘Yes, he will.’ The companion then asked: ‘Will those who come after him reside in the same
place?’ The Imam replied to the man: ‘Yes, they will up until the end of creation.’”2

1. Mafatih al-Jinan, sec. 6: “the greatness and actions to be performed in Masjid al-Sahlah.’
2. Biharul Anwar, vol. 100, pg. 436, section 7, no. 7
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