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Section 3: On Good deeds and Noble Traits

Chapter 1: On Repentance

527- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that regarding God's statement:

“Your Lord knoweth best what is in your hearts: if you do deeds of righteousness, verily He is
Most Forgiving to those who turn to Him again and again (in true penitence).

“[The Holy Quran: Bani Israil 17:25]

Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “They are the ones who worship a lot and repent often.”

528- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whenever one repents and God the Almighty accepts his
repentance, God will employ his body parts to cover up his sins. God will employ the places where the
sins were committed to hide the sins, and will make the guardian angels who record the sins forget

them.”

529- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his grandfather (a.s) on the authority of God's Prophet
(S): “Whenever you repent, God the Almighty will be pleased just as you get happy when you find

something that you have lost.”
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530- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: God the Almighty has granted those who repent three things each one of
which could save all that lives on the Heavens and on the Earth, if it were granted to them:

(1) God the Almighty said: “For God loves those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those
who keep themselves pure and clean. “[The Holy Quran: Baqara 2:222];

Therefore God will not punish whomever He loves.

(2) God the Almighty said: “Those who sustain the Throne (of God) and those around it sing Glory
and Praise to their Lord; believe in Him; and implore Forgiveness for those who believe; “Our
Lord! Thy Reach is over all things, in Mercy and Knowledge. Forgive, then, those who turn in
repentance, and follow Thy Path; and preserve them from the Penalty of the Blazing Fire! “And
grant, our Lord, that they enter the Gardens of Eternity, which Thou hast promised to them, and
to the righteous among their fathers, their wives, and their posterity! For Thou art (He), the
Exalted in Might, full of Wisdom. And preserve them from (all) ills, and any whom (Thou) dost
preserve from ills that day, on them will Thou have bestowed Mercy indeed: and that will be truly
(for them) the Highest Achievement.” [The Holy Quran: Mu-min 40:7-9].

(3) God the Almighty said: “Those who invoke not, with God, any other god, nor slay such life as
God has made sacred, except for just cause, nor commit fornication, and any that does this (not
only) meets punishment (but) the Penalty on the Judgment Day will be doubled to him, and he
will dwell therein in ignominy, unless he repents, believes and works righteous deeds, for God
will change the evil of such persons into good, and God is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.” [The
Holy Quran: Furgan 25:68-69]

531- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “God shall accept the repentance
of whoever repents one year before he dies.” Then he said: “One year is too long. God shall accept the
repentance of whoever repents one month before he dies.” Then he added: “One month is too long.
God shall accept the repentance of whoever repents one week before he dies. “Then he said: “One
week is too long. God shall accept the repentance of whoever repents one day before he dies.” Then he



said: “One day is too long. God will accept the repentance of whoever repents before he faces death.”
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532- Imam Bagjir (a.s) pointed to his throat and said: “God the Almighty will accept the repentance of

whoever repents before his life reaches this point.”

533- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “There is nothing that stops one from repenting until his life reaches his
throat.”

534- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will forgive sins that one commits.” He was asked how is that
possible. He said: “If he is sorry about what he has done, and he repents and constantly asks for

forgiveness until he is forgiven.”

535- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “l swear by God that God has only asked the people the following: 1- He
wants them to confess to His blessings so that He may increase them. 2- He wants them to confess to

their sins so that he may forgive them.”
536- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “No one can be saved from sin unless he confesses.”
537- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Feeling sorry is sufficient for repentance.”

538- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is quoted that God's Prophet (S) narrated that God the Aimighty said: “I
am God and there is no one else but Me to worship. | have created the rulers and have full control over
their hearts. | shall make them merciful with whoever obeys Me, and make them angry at whoever
disobeys Me. Beware not to waste your time swearing at the rulers. Turn to Me in repentance so | may

make their hearts kind toward you.”
539- God's Prophet (S) said: “No one is dearer to God than a young person who repents.”

540- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One who repents a sin is like one who has not committed any sin, but one

who continues to commit sins while he has repented is making a fool out of himself.”

541- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God grants seven hours to repent to any believer who commits a sin. If he

repents in that period, nothing will be recorded in his letter of deeds, but if he does not, then the sin will



be recorded.”
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542- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When you repent a lot, your letter of deeds will be elevated while it is

shining.



543- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “No minor sins with persistence, and no major sins with repentance1.”

544- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “If you do something which God is not pleased with once, God will cover it
up. If you repeat it again, God will cover it up again. But if you do it the third time, God will dispatch an
angel in the form of a man to publicly announce what you did.”

545- Imam Bagir (a.s): “If one truly repents, God likes to cover up his sins in the world and the
Hereafter.” He was asked: “How does God cover up the sins?” Imam Bagqir (a.s) said: “He will make
both guardian angels forget whatever they have recorded in the letter of deeds regarding his sins, He will
reveal to his body parts to cover up whatever sins he has done with them, and He will reveal to the
places on Earth where the sins where committed to cover up the sins. Thus when he goes to meet his
Lord in the Hereafter, there are no effects of his sins which are left.”

546- Imam Bagir (a.s) was asked what a true repentance is. He said: “It is repenting from a sin, and

never committing that sin again.

547- In Al-Irshad it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Putting off repentance is only self-
deception. Continuing the delay equals wandering about. Bringing excuses for God is a means of
destruction, and insisting on sin is a cause of sure divine punishment. There is no relief from divine

punishment especially for those who are at a loss.”
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Chapter 2: On Worshipping God

548- Abi Basir asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about the amount of worshipping that entitles one to be called a

worshipper. Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Having a good intention of worshipping God is important.”

549- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that God the Almighty said: “O' My honest servants! Benefit from the

blessings of My worshipping in this world, and you will benefit from it in the Hereafter.”

550- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet: “The best person is one who
wholeheartedly loves worshipping, and performs it with all his body parts really involved, and makes time
for doing it. Such a person is never worried about having an easy life or a hard one.”

551- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his grandfather (a.s) that God's Prophet (S) said: “To

be one of the most pious people perform the divinely obligatory acts.”

552- Imam Zayn al-Abedin (a.s) said: “Whoever performs divinely obligatory deeds is from among the

best people.”

553- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever properly performs an obligatory act deserves one of his prayers
to be fulfilled by God.”

554- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that God the Almighty said: “There is nothing better than the performance of
the obligatory acts to help My servants attain My Friendship.”
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555- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When the Resurrection Day arrives, a group of people shall rise and come
and knock at the gate of the Heaven claiming that they were those who persevered in obedience to God.

God the Almighty will say: “They are right. Let them enter Heaven”, as God has said:

“Those who patiently persevere will truly receive a reward without measure!”
[The Holy Quran: Zumar 39:10]

556- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Live and act as if you can see the Hereafter with your own eyes.”

557- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever decides to do something that is good should continue doing it for

one year, then decide whether to continue it or stop doing it.”

558- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not start doing something which you might stop doing before twelve
month passes.”
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Chapter 3: On Abstinence

559- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Abstinence is one of the means

of improving religious ethics.”

560- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Abstinence means reducing aspirations, being grateful for all

blessings and abstaining from all divinely forbidden acts.”

561- Imam Sajjad (a.s) was questioned about abstinence. He said: “There are ten ranks in abstinence.
The highest rank of abstinence is the lowest rank of piety. The highest rank of piety is the lowest rank of
certitude. The highest rank of certitude is the lowest rank of contentment, and all abstinence is
summarized in just one of the verses of God's Book:

“In order that ye may not despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult over favors bestowed
upon you.”
[The Holy Quran: Hadid 57:23]

562- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Abstinence does not mean wasting your property, or forbidding what is
allowed by God, but it means that you do not trust what is in your own hands more that what is in God's

hands.

563- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “The sign of being eager to
attain divine rewards for the Hereafter is not being inclined to worldly material things in this life. Beware
that even if one is abstinent, his not being inclined to material things will not cause a reduction of what
material goods of this world God has allocated to him.

In the same manner, the greed of a greedy man to obtain more in this world will not cause an increase in

his material goods. Therefore only those who get deprived of the benefits of the Hereafter are at a loss.”
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564- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will fill the heart of whoever is abstinent in this world with wisdom, and
enable him to speak wisely. He will enable him to see the flaws in this world, their problems and

treatment. God will take him out of this world healthy and deliver him to Heaven.”

565- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever God the Almighty wishes someone good, He will make him
unattached to this world, and knowledgeable about the religion, and able to see his faults. Whoever is

granted these things is granted the good of this world and the Hereafter.”

566- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “No one has found any better way than abstinence in this world to seek the
truth. This is contrary to what the opponents of the truth seek.” Someone asked him why. He said:
“Because they are attached to this world.” He added: “Is not there any noble, persevering person?
Beware that the life of this world is only for a short time. Beware that for those of you who are not

abstinent, it is forbidden to feel the taste of faith.”

567- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever struggles for this world, harms his Hereafter. But God will grant
the daily bread of whoever designates the Hereafter as his priority, and he will meet his Lord in a

prosperous state.”

568- In Al-Zuhd it is narrated that the Prophet (S) said: “Abstinence does not mean wearing harsh
clothes or eating unpleasant foods, rather it means reducing one’s aspirations.”

569- Abi Ayoub al-Ansari narrated that God's Prophet (S) told (Imam) Ali (a.s): “God has adorned you
with an adornment, which He has not adorned anyone with something which is more loved by God- an
adoration which God does not possess any higher than it- that is abstinence. God has granted it to you,
and has set up the world in such a way that it will not get anything from you, and has given you a visage

by which you will be known.”

570- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that a man asked the Prophet (S) to teach him something by



which God will love him from the heavens and the people will love him from the Earth. The Prophet (S)
said: “Fear what is near God, so that God loves you, and be abstinent regarding what is near the people

so that the people love you.”
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571- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was questioned about abstinence in this world. He said: “It implies abstaining

from the lawful for fear of reckoning, and abstaining from the forbidden for fear of punishment.”

572- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Abstinence is a form of wealth. Piety is like an armor. Abstinence
is best when done in private. Abstinence will make the body slim and restrict aspirations, and speeds up
death and pushes away worldly desires. Whoever attains it benefits, and whoever loses it will be

burdened. Nothing is nobler than piety. No trade is better than the performance of good deeds. Nothing



is a better form of piety than abstaining from what is doubtful. Nothing is a better form of abstinence than

abstaining from the forbidden. In short abstinence is expressed by God's statement:

“In order that ye may not despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult over favors bestowed
upon you.”
[The Holy Quran: Hadid 57:23]

Therefore whoever does not worry about the past, and does not get happy about the future has realized
both aspects of abstinence. O' people! Abstinence implies reducing aspirations, and thanking God for the
blessings, and abstaining from the forbidden. Whenever you lose these characteristics, do not let the
forbidden acts overcome your patience and do not forget being grateful for the blessings that you
receive. God has left no room for any excuse for you by sending clear reasons and divine Books.”

573- The Prophet (S) said: “Approach anyone that you see has been granted abstinence in this world

since he will give you wisdom.”

574- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was questioned about abstinence in this world. He said: “God has established
bounds for abstinence and has said:

“In order that ye may not despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult over favors bestowed
upon you.”
[The Holy Quran: Hadid 57:23]
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575- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “One who makes no progress from one day to the next is at a loss.
Whoever struggles in this life for the material goods of this world will feel sorry when he dies and has to
leave them behind. Whoever gets worse day by day is deprived. Whoever does not worry about what he
has saved for the Hereafter is ruined even if he has a good life. Whoever does not worry about his
spiritual weaknesses will be overwhelmed by his selfish desires.

Death is better for anyone who faces spiritual collapse. The life of this world is nice and sweet and there
are many who love it. There are also some people who love the life of the Hereafter and have separated
their way from those who are haughty and in love with this world. They do not compete with others in
this world. They will not get pleasure from its blessings and from life, and will not get sad about the
hardships in life. Whoever fears an enemy attack will stay up late at night. How fast do your days and
nights pass-by! Watch your tongue and be careful about your words. Say less but say good things.
Prefer for others what you prefer for yourself. Treat others the way you like them to treat you.”

Then he faced the companions and said: “O' people! Look at the people and see how they live, each
with a different situation, passing their days until the night. One is fallen down and is trying to get up.
Another one is ill. That other one is about to die, and has no more hopes. The other one has died and is
in the coffin about to be buried. One is seeking this world while death is seeking him. One is ignorant

while he has not been ignored. Those who remain pursue what those who died before pursued.

God created some people who are not attracted to this world. He made them abstinent regarding worldly
goods. They got attracted to the secure house to which God called them. They were patient, and put up
with the hardships in life, and were eager to attain the nobility that is near God. They gave their life to
please God, and their deeds ended with martyrdom. They visited God while God was pleased with them.

They realized that death is inevitable for those who lived in the past and those who will live in the future.

Therefore they saved up things different from gold and silver for the Hereafter. They put on rugged
clothes, and ate little, and preferred nobility. They became friends for God's sake or became enemies for
the sake of God. These people are guiding lights in this world, and will be surrounded by blessings in the

Hereafter. Peace be upon you!”
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576- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “You cannot experience the sweet
taste of faith unless you do not worry about who mongers the world.”

577- The Prophet (S) said: “Your hearts are forbidden to experience the sweet feeling of faith unless

you are abstinent in this world.”

578- God's Prophet (S) said: “Seeking this world is harmful for the Hereafter, while seeking the

Hereafter is harmful for this life. Let this life get harmed since it is more deserving.”
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Chapter 4: On Fear and Hope

579- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer fears no one but God, and says
nothing but the truth.”

580- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Ali (a.s): “Be more hopeful for that for which you
have no hope, compared to what you have some hope for. Moses the son of Imran left his town to ask
for fire for his people, but God spoke to him and he returned as a Prophet. The Queen of Saba left the
town as an infidel, but she became a Muslim when she met Solomon. Pharaoh's magicians also were

seeking honor for Pharaoh but they returned as believers.”

581- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever recognizes God fears Him, and whoever fears God deprives



himself from this world.”

582- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will make everything fear whoever fears God, and will make whoever
does not fear Him fear everything.”

583- Imam Sadiq (a.s) told Ishaq ibn Amr: “O' Ishaq! Fear God as if you see Him. If you do not see Him,
He sees you. If you believe that He does not see you, you are an infidel. If you know that He sees you,
and display your disobedience of God away from the public eyes, you have considered Him to be the

worst of those who see you.”
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584- One of the companions of Imam Sadiq (a.s) told him: “There are some people who constantly
commit sins until they die, and say that they hope for God's Mercy.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “These are
the people who always have aspirations but do not do anything. They lie since whoever has some hope

seeks what he is hopeful for, and whoever fears something will stay away from it.”

585- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not feel secure from anyone except those who fear God.”



586- Abi Hamze al-Somali narrated that Imam Zeyn al-Abedin (a.s) said that once he left the house
and walked until he reached a wall. He stopped and leaned on it. A man wearing two white robes came
and looked at him and said: “O' Ali, son of Hussein! What is the reason you are sad? Is it for this world?

The daily bread is provided by God for both the good-doers and the evil-doers.”

The Imam (a.s) said: “| am not sad for the world because it is just as you have said.” Then the man
asked: “Is it then for the Hereafter that is a true promise, and will be ruled by a powerful Lord?” The
Imam (a.s) said: “No | am not sad about the Hereafter either, since that is the same as you said.” The
man asked: “Then why are you sad?” The Imam (a.s) said: “I am afraid of the sedition of the Talha and

Zubair, and the condition of the people.”

Then the man laughed and said: “O' Ali, son of Hussein! Have you ever seen anyone who fears God
whom God has not saved?” The Imam (a.s) said: “No.” He said: “Have you seen anyone who relies on
God, left alone to himself by God?” The Imam (a.s) said: “No.” He said: “Have you seen anyone ask

something from God, and God not grant it?” Imam Zeyn al-Abedin (a.s) said: “No.”

587- God's Prophet (S) said: “I swear by the One who has control over my life that God is even kinder to
His servants than a kind mother is to her children.”

588- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are no believers that are not in a state in between fear and hope.”

589- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said that God the Almighty said: “I
swear by My Majesty and Honor. | shall not grant two fears for my servants, and shall not grant them two
causes for peace of mind. If my
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servants do not worry about Me in this life, they will have to fear in the Hereafter, and if they fear Me in

this life, then they will not have to worry in the Hereafter.”

590- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Be so hopeful of God that you do not dare to commit any sins, and fear
God so much that you do not lose all your hopes of His Mercy.”

591- Imam Zeyn al-Abedin (a.s) said: “O' children of Adam! You shall be prosperous as long as you
have an inner guide, and worry about your own reckoning, and you have fear and piety. You will die and

you will be resurrected and will be questioned about your deeds in God's court. So prepare an answer.”

592- God's Prophet (S) said: “The people came to visit the Prophet David thinking that he was ill. But he

was not ill, he was just modest and fearful of God.”

593- God's Prophet (S) said: “A believing servant is positioned between two fears: one is from the time
that has passed by, and he does not know what God has done to him; and the time he has left and does
not know what God will decree. Any servant of God must use himself and the life of this world to save
something for the Hereafter. | swear by the One who controls my life that there is no asking, petitioning
or soliciting favor of God after death, and there is no home after this world except for Heaven and Hell.”

594- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “I wonder why those who fear the following four things do not seek refuge

in the following four things. Why doesn't the one who fears take refuge in God's statement:
“For us God sufficeth, and He is the best disposer of affairs.”

[The Holy Quran: Ali-i-Imran 3:173], since | heard that God added: “And they returned with Grace and

Bounty from God; no harm ever touched them.” [The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:174]
| wonder why does not the one who is sad take refuge in God's statement:

“There is no god but Thou: Glory to Thee: | was indeed wrong!”
[The Holy Quran: Anbiyaa 21:87], since | heard that God added:

“So We listened to him: and delivered him from distress: and thus do We deliver those who have
faith.”
[The Holy Quran: Anbiyaa 21:88]
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| wonder why doesn't one who has been cheated take refuge in God's statement:
“My (own) affair | commit to God: For God (ever) watches over His servants”
[The Holy Quran: Mu-min 40:44], since | heard that God added:

“Then God saved him from (every) ill that they plotted (against him).” [The Holy Quran: Mu-min
40:45]

And | wonder why doesn't the one who wants this world and its ornaments seek refuge in God's
statement: “God's Will (be done)! There is no power but with God! [The Holy Quran: Kahaf 18:39),
since | heard that God added: “If thou dost see me less than thee in wealth and sons, it may be
that my Lord will give me something better than thy garden.” [The Holy Quran: Kahaf 18:39-40]

595- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked about the contents of the will of Lugman. He said: “There were
amazing things in that will. The most amazing thing is that he said to his son: Fear God so much that
you think He will punish you even if you do all the good deeds of the Jinns and the people. Have so

much hope in God's Mercy that even if you commit all the sins of all the Jinns and the People, He will



have Mercy upon you.”

596- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his noble father: “There is no believer without two
lights in his heart: The light of fear and the light of hope. If you weigh each one, it will not outweigh the
other one.”

597- In Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Fear of God is the source of

wisdom.”

598- Abu Kahel narrated that God's Prophet (S) told him: “O' Abu Kahel! God will never get angry with

one whose heart is filled with God's fear. The Fire will not bring him any harm either.”

599- Habib ibn al-Harith came to God's Prophet (S) and said: “O' Prophet of God! | am a man who has
been always in sin.” The Prophet (S) said: “Turn to God in repentance Habib.” He said: “O' Prophet of
God! | always repent, but repeat my sinful acts.” The Prophet (S) said: “Then whenever you commit a
sin, repent.” He said: “O' Prophet of God! This way my sins will be a lot more.” The Prophet (S) said: “O'
Habib ibn Harith! God's forgiving is more than your sins.”
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600- God's Prophet (S) said: “When the two angels who record the deeds take your letter of deeds to
God, and He sees that it is good in the beginning and at the end, He will tell the angels: “Witness that |

forgive My servant due to both ends of his letter of deeds.”

601- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “(The Prophet) David (a.s) would fear God whenever he made a mistake.
He feared God so much that his joints would get displaced and separated from each other. Then he
remembered the extent of God's Mercy and how He helps the sinners, and his condition returned to

normal.”

602- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “I will not be afraid of being alone if all the people from the East to the

West die as long as | am with the Quran. When he read the verse:

“Master of the Day of Judgment” [The Holy Quran: Fatiha 1:4], he would repeat it many times and
he would nearly die from fear.”
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Chapter 5: On Love and Eagerness

603- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagqir (a.s) told Zeyad: “Woe to you. Is religion anything but
love? Have you not seen the words of God:

“If ye do love God, follow me. God will love you and forgive you your sins for God is Oft-
forgiving, Most Merciful”
[The Holy Quran: Ali-i-Imran 3:31]

Have you not heard what God the Almighty told Muhammad:
“But God has endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your hearts, and He has
made hateful to you unbelief, wickedness, and rebellion: such indeed are those who walk in



righteousness.”
[The Holy Quran: Hujurat 49:7]

And God the Almighty said:
“Show their affection to such as came to them for refuge.”

[The Holy Quran: Hashr 59:9]; Therefore religion is the same as love, and love is the same as religion.”

604- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “When you wish to know whether there is any good in you, look at your
heart. There is some good in you if you love those who obey God. God will then love you. But there is
no good in you if you are the enemy of those who obey God, and love those who sin. Then God will be

your enemy. Every man is with whom he loves.”

605- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer can taste the sweetness of God's love if he abstains from the
world. He will thus succeed. Then he will attain God's love. He will be considered to be insane by those

who love the world, but in fact the sweetness of God's love has made him attend to nothing but God.”
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606- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that God's Prophet (S) asked his companions: “Which of the handles of faith
is stronger?” They said: “God and his Prophet know best.” Some of them said: “Prayer”. Some said:
“Alms”. Some said: “Pilgrimage” and others said “Holy Jihad.” God's Prophet (S) said: “Each of the
things you mentioned has some nobility, but neither one is the right answer to my question. The

strongest handle for faith is love for the sake of God, and animosity for God's sake. You must love God's



friends and avoid God's enemies.”

607- Imam Bagqir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Those who love for the sake of
God will be located on the right hand side of God- both His hands are right- and on a fresh chrysolite2
green land under the shade of His Throne on the Resurrection Day. Their faces will be whiter than snow,
and shinier than the Sun. All the nearby-stationed angels and all the appointed Prophets will be envious
of their position. The people will ask who they are. They will be told: “Those are the ones who loved for

God's sake.”

608- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever two believers face each other, the one who is kinder to the
other is the nobler one.”

609- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One of the strongest handles of faith is love for the sake of God, and

animosity for God's sake, and giving charity or not giving charity for the sake of God.”

610- Imam Bagqir (a.s) has been narrated as saying that when things got really hard for Abuzaer he said:
“O' God! | am about to choke from my anguish for You. | swear by your Majesty that | love You
wholeheartedly, as You know.”

611- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The love of the good people for other good people is rewarding. The love
of the bad people for the good people is considered to be a form of nobility for the good people. The

animosity of the good people with the bad people is a source infamy for the bad people.”
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612- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “God will reward any man who loves another man for the sake of God, even
if God knows that the second man is going to be one of the residents of Hell. God will also reward any
man who hates another man for the sake of God, even if God knows that the man being hated is going

to be one of the residents of Heaven.”

613- A man told Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s): “When a man comes to me and swears to God that he
loves me, can | swear to God that he is honest?” Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s) replied: “Check to see if

you love him wholeheartedly. Then swear if you love him.”

614- A man asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) regarding another man who claimed he loved him. He asked how
he could be sure that the man loved him. Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “See if you really love him, too. If so,
he really loves you.”

615- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever makes friends inappropriately is exposed to losing that

friendship.”

616- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “We love to benefit from our wives, families and God-given things like
maids and slaves. And we should pray for what God's decree has not yet descended. Once the divine

decree descends, we can no longer love what God does not love.”

617- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “People worship God in three
ways. Some worship Him in the hope of receiving His rewards. This is the form of worshipping of the
greedy ones. Some worship Him because they are afraid of the Fire. This is the form of worshipping of
the servants who are afraid. But | worship Him because | love Him, and this is the form of worshipping of
the noble ones. This form of worshipping is based on peace of mind, since God the Almighty said:

“And they will be secure from terror that Day.”

[The Holy Quran: Naml| 27:89]

He also said:
“If you love God, follow me: God will love you and forgive you your sins.”
[The Holy Quran: Ali-i-Imran 3:31], God loves whoever loves Him, and whomever God loves has peace

of mind.”
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618- God's Prophet (S) said: “On the Resurrection Day, whoever loves Me is with Me, and whoever

loves a stone, God will resurrect him with that stone.”

619- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One of the strongest handles of faith is to love for the sake of God, to hate
for the sake of God, to give charity or not give charity for the sake of God.”

620- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever possesses the following three characteristics has experienced
the true feeling of faith: 1- God and the Prophet of God are dearer to him than others. 2- He loves the
people only for the sake of God. 3- He prefers to go to Hell than becoming an infidel after being saved
from the Fire of Hell by God.”

621- God's Prophet (S) said: “I swear by the One who controls my life that you will not enter Heaven
unless you have faith. You will not have faith unless you love each other. Do you want me to tell you

what to do to love each other? Just greet each other.”

622- God's Prophet (S) said: “When the people acquire knowledge but malpractice; are friends on the
surface but are truly each other's enemies; and cut off relations of kin, God will damn them, and will

make them dumb and blind.”

623- God's Prophet (S) once told one of his companions: “O' Servant of God! Love for the sake of God,
and hate for the sake of God. Make friends for God's sake. Fight for God's sake. Indeed no one can

attain God's friendship otherwise, and no one can experience the taste of faith otherwise, even if he



prays and fasts a lot. Certainly most friendships today are for worldly affairs. They express friendship, or
hatred to each other on that basis. But this will not make them needless of their Lord.”

Then the man said: “O' Prophet of God! Is it possible for me to realize for sure that | have loved or hated
for the sake of God? But who is the Aimighty God's friend so that | love him and obey him? Who is God's
enemy so that | can hate him and be his enemy?” Then the Prophet of God pointed to the Ali and said:
“Do you see and know this man?” He said: “Yes.” He said: “He is God's friend, so love him. His
enemies are the enemies of God. Therefore be their enemy, and always be friends with his friends even

if they kill your brother and son. Be the enemy of his enemies even if they are your father or son.”
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624- The Prophet of God (S) said: “Whoever recognizes God and His Grandeur will shut his mouth up.
He will neither talk nor eat. He will fast and stay up at night to pray.” They asked him: “O' Prophet of
God! May our parents be your devoted servants! Are they God's saints?” He said: “God's saints are

quiet, and their silence is in remembrance of God. They look, and their looking is to learn a lesson.



They talk, and their sayings are words of wisdom. They walk around, and their walking is a blessing for
the people. If their life was not predestined for them, their souls would leave their bodies from the fear of

divine punishment and the eagerness for receiving divine rewards.”

625- God's Prophet (S) said: “When God the Almighty sees that the people of a village have excessively
committed sins, but there are three believers in the village, He will call the people who commit sins and
tell them that He would have sent down His true punishment without any hesitation if there were no
believers who loved God's Grandeur, who prayed, and constructed mosques and asked for God's

forgiveness at dawn due to their fear of God.”

626- In Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din it is narrated that God the Almighty asked Moses (a.s): “Have you ever
done anything for Me? “He said:” O' my Lord! | prayed, fasted, gave charity for You and remembered
you often.” God the Almighty said: “But praying was a light to guide you in your path, fasting was an
armor against the Fire, charity was a shade, alms was light, and your remembrance of Me was Heavenly

palaces for you. What have you done for Me?”

Moses asked: “Please advise me on what | can do for just for You.” God the Almighty replied: “O'
Moses! Have you ever made friends with anyone just for Me?” Moses then realized that the best thing to
do is to make friends in the way of God, and to be enemy of some people in the way of God.

627- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “If you love God and his Prophet, and God and His Prophet love
you too, your enemies cannot hurt you since none of God's friends are the enemies of God's friends, and

no one's friendship but God's can be beneficial for you.”
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He then quoted the Prophet of God: “One whose companion is God has no fear; one who is honored by
God will never be humiliated. One whose needs are provided by God will never become needy. One
who gets used to God will only have God as his companion. Whoever asks God for honor, God will grant
him honor even if he has no helpers or any tribes. Whoever asks God to make him needless, God will

make him needless of the rest of the world.”
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Chapter 6: On Affluence and Poverty

628- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “I do not care whether | am stuck
with being rich or poor.”

629- God's Prophet (S) said: “O' God! Please grant Muhammad and his Household chastity and
sufficiency (of daily bread), and grant the enemies of Muhammad and his Household extensive wealth

and plenty of children.”

630- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “A man came to Abazaer and gave him the glad tidings that his sheep had
increased in number. Abazaer told him that it is true that his sheep had reproduced and had increased in
number, but this is not good news for him. He said that he preferred that his sheep were fewer in

number just enough to suffice him, but not be so many that they make him forget God.”

631- Ali ibn Hussein (a.s) said: “Express your lack of need from other people, as this is the true state of
being needless, and ask others less for what you need, since this asking is exactly being poor by itself.”

632- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The nobility of a believer depends on his night-time worship, and his honor

depends on his being needless of others.”

633- Imam Ali ibn Al-Hussein (a.s) said: “I see all goodness in not being greedy of what other people
own. God will fulfill any prayers of one who has no hopes in the people and relies on God for all his

affairs.”
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634- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “You must both feel a need
for the people and be needless of them at the same time. That is you should be polite and pleasant with

them, and also protect your respect and honor.”

635- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “O' Ali' God has entrusted his creatures

with poverty. God will grant whoever hides his poverty the reward of those who fast and stay up at night
to worship Him. And if he expresses his poverty to someone who can help him fulfill his needs, but that
man does not do so, it is as if he has killed the poor man- not by using a sword or a dagger but with his

rejection.”

636- Imam Sadiq (a.s) has been quoted as saying: “If it was not for the existence of the poor, the rich
people could not enter Heaven.”

637- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “As a servant's degree of belief increases, his difficulties to provide for his

living expenses will increase.”



638- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “No one is granted any worldly goods except by which he learns a lesson

and nothing is taken away from anyone except by which he is tested.”

639- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Money (and the world)
destroyed those before you, and they will destroy you too.”

640- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said that God's Prophet (S) said that God the Almighty said: “Some of My
believing servants are such that their religious affairs will improve if they are healthy and wealthy.
Therefore, | test them by making them healthy and wealthy. But some other believing servants are such
that their religious affairs will not improve unless they are poor and physically ill, so | test them by using
illness and poverty. | am more aware of what improves the religious affairs of My believing servants.”

641- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When a servant of God has a rank near God which he cannot attain just
with his own deeds, God will make him ill, or bring a calamity upon his wealth or children in order to help

him attain that rank. If he is patient, then God will make him overcome that calamity.”

642- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If God loves any of His servants, He will take away his most beloved
child.”
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643- Ali ibn Hadid narrated that Jesus, the son of Mary (a.s) delivered a sermon to the Israelites and
said: “My life among you is such that | am always hungry, and eat the grass that grows for wild animals.
Moonlight is my lamp at night, and the earth is my bed and the rocks are my pillows. | have no house
that might get ruined, and have no savings that might get lost, and have no child who might die, and

have no spouse who might get sad. | have nothing, yet | am the most needless man.”

644- Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s) said: “There are three things unique to the Prophets, their children and

their followers: (1) physical iliness, (2) fear of the kings, and (3) poverty.”

645- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “If one sees a poor person and greets him in a manner different from the

way he greets a rich man, he will meet God on the Resurrection Day with God being angry with him.”

646- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Poverty will disable your tongue from reasoning. One who is poor
is like a stranger in his own town. Blessed be —Tooba- those who remember the Resurrection, and work
in such a way that they are prepared for the Reckoning, and are content with the minimum necessities.

Being needless where you are a stranger is like having a town to which you belong. Being poor in your
own town is like being a stranger where you live. Contentment is like wealth that never ends. Poverty is
like the greatest death. Indeed the Almighty God has established a portion of the food for the poor in the
wealth of the rich.

Therefore no poor person will stay hungry unless a rich person deprives him of his portion. How nice is it
if a rich man is humble to a poor man when he requests a reward that is near the Almighty God. It is

even nicer when the poor maintain their pride near the rich and rely on God.”

647- The Prophet of God (S) said: “On the Resurrection Day, God will make infamous anyone who

humiliates a believing man or woman for being poor.”

648- The Prophet of God (S) said: 'O' God! Please let me live in poverty; and die in poverty, and be with



the poor in the Hereafter.”
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649- A man went to see the Prophet (S) and said: “I like you for the sake of God.” The Prophet (S) said:
“If you really like me get ready to become poor, since poverty will approach those who truly love me

faster than a flood approaches its destination.”

650- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “Consider those who are lower than you, not those who are better off
than you are. This is better than denying God's blessings.”

651- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “God will leave whomever He loves hungry in this world.” He was
asked: “O' Prophet of God! How will God make him hungry?” He replied: “God's friend will not find any

food to eat where there is an abundance of cheap food and blessings.”

652- God's Prophet (S) said: “There are two forms of poverty: poverty in this world and poverty in the
Hereafter. Poverty in this world results in affluence in the Hereafter. Affluence in this world results in

poverty in the Hereafter which equals destruction.”



653- Lugman told his son: “O' my son! Do not humiliate anyone for wearing worn-out clothes, since his

Lord and your Lord is the same.”

654- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “The following deeds are all causes of poverty: not dusting off the
spider webs from the walls of the house; peeing in the bath; eating food before purification of the body
after having sex; associating with people who always waste their time with vain talk; combing hair while
standing up; not taking the trash out of the house; false swearing; fornication; greed; sleeping between
the evening and the night prayer; sleeping before sunset; becoming a liar; listening to music too much;
chiding away a poor man who remembers God at night; improper spending; and cutting off relations from

relatives.”

Imam Ali (a.s) then said: “Do you want me to tell you what will increase your share of daily bread?” The
people said: “O' Commander of the Faithful! Yes.” He said: “The following deeds will increase your
share of daily bread: saying your noon and afternoon, or evening and night prayers one right after the
other; saying some supplications after the night and morning prayer; visiting the relatives; sweeping the

entrance of the house; sympathizing with your believing
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brothers; getting up early in the morning and going out to work to earn the daily bread; asking God for
forgiveness; being trustworthy; saying what is right; going to pray when the call to prayer is announced;
not talking in the toilet; not being greedy; being grateful to the Owner of the blessings; avoiding false
swearing; making ablution before eating; eating what might fall off of the table cloth. In addition, God the
Almighty will fend off seventy types of calamities from whoever praises God thirty times each day- the
simplest of which being poverty.”

655- God's Prophet (S) said: “Richness does not depend on having a lot of wealth, rather it depends on

spiritual affluence.”

656- God's Prophet (S) said: “On the Resurrection Day, all rich and poor people will wish that they were
only given enough to fulfill their needs in this world.”

657- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said in Nahjul Balagheh: “O' children of Adam! Be afraid whenever you

see your Lord, the Praised One is continually sending his blessings upon you3.”
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Chapter 7: On Contentment

658- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagqjr (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S):
“Whoever wants to be the richest person should trust what is in God's hands more than what is in the

hands of the people.”



659- Imam Bagqir (a.s) said: “God the Almighty said: O' children of Adam! Be content with what you are

granted, then you will be the richest men.”

660- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “Whoever is content with what God has destined for him is one of the
richest persons.”

661- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The best form of wealth is contentment.”

662- Imam Sadiq (a.s) advised a man and said: “Be content with what God has destined for you. Do not
be greedy of what others own. Do not hope to have what you cannot get. Whoever is content will get

satisfied. But whoever is not content will never get satisfied. Gain your benefit from the Hereafter.”

663- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that Imam Ali (a.s) always said: “Whoever wishes spiritual richness but

does not quench his anger will die in sorrow.”

aliall Joadll

seliall

658. sl & Loy oSa8 Golal! ief o o syl oo 10 4l Jsuy JG :JG Sann ol e somlasdl QLS oy
a_).!.'cg;.s.lfé Lumyjfwl

659. Lulill Siaf cya oSG il Loy m )l eaol o Lyl Jl& 2 )8 dic.
660. Lulill (el cpe sod ol Loy 28 oo rrmall on e e

661. icliall aall aaf: alf se of JG.

B62. oo Gl (lili Eusal Lo bali Vg b Jie Lo ) a5 ¥ g coll ] i Loy sl sadaag o) Ll JUa

elipal e ellis 3a iy o a8y o1 ey b .

663. b uny Slo 4hiye iy oI dwdi & ad oo 15y — dele Wl wilshs - Cle oIS JU.



664- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Do not consider the conditions of those who are better off than you are,
since God the Almighty often said to the Prophet:

“Let not their wealth nor their following in sons dazzle thee.”

[The Holy Quran: Taaba 9:55], and:

“Nor strain thine eyes in longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to parties of them,
the splendor of the life of this world.”

[The Holy Quran: Ta-Ha 20:131] “If you ever doubt this issue remember the Prophet's life. His food was

barley bread, his sweets were dates, and his fire came from burning date branches- if he could get any.”

665- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Minimum worldly goods will suffice whoever is content with the

minimum necessities; but nothing will suffice one who is not content with the minimum necessities.”

666— A man went to see Imam Sadiq (a.s) and complained that he was never content with what he gets
for his daily bread, and he fought with himself wanting more. He asked the Imam (a.s) to teach him
something to benefit him. Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If you are content with the minimum necessities, you
will be rich with the minimum worldly goods, but if you are not, even everything in the world will not

suffice to enrich you.”

667- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “We will grant whatever you ask us

for, but God will make whoever does not ask for anything needless.”

668- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Time passes by and you will get
what is due to reach you from this world no matter how weak you are, and you will suffer any losses in
this world that you are doomed to suffer, and you cannot prevent this no matter how strong you are.
Whoever forgets about what he loses will attain peace of mind, and whoever is content with his divinely
allocated daily bread will get happy.”

669- Abi Basir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever recognizes his destiny will not get ruined,
and the people will not cry over what they lose, but over what they excessively obtain.” He then asked:

“How much will be enough for a man?”
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670- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted the above tradition on the authority of the Prophet of God and added:
“And what will suffice for man?” He then pointed to his hands.

671- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that someone went to visit Imam Bagjir (a.s) and said: “May God
maintain your health. We travel in the mountains for business and go to snowy places where we cannot
pray anywhere except on the snow.” Imam Bagir (a.s) pointed to another man who was there and said:
“Do you not want to be like this man who is content with less income and does not have to go on a

business trip where he has to pray on the snow.”

672- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Being content is a form of wealth

that will not be depleted.”
673- God's Prophet (S) said: “Being content is a treasure that will never get destroyed.”

674- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated on the authority of his noble grandfather (a.s) that a man went to see
the Prophet (S) and prayed: “O' God! Please make us needless of all creatures.” Then the Prophet of
God (S) said: “Do not pray this way. Say: O' God! Please make us needless of the wicked creatures,

since a believer is never needless of his believing brothers.”

675- Abu Ubaeydeh al-Haz'za asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) to pray to God not to make his daily bread come
by the way of the people. The Imam (a.s) said: “This is not possible since God wants to deliver the
people's daily bread by the means of other people. But | will pray that God deliver your daily bread by
the means of good people, as this is a form of prosperity; and not deliver it by way of wicked people

since that is a form of suffering and hardship.”
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Chapter 8: On Science, Scientists, Teaching, Learning and Using

Science

676- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Ali (a.s) said: “When God the Almighty wishes well for

someone, He will grant him religious knowledge.”

677- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Science is nobler to me than

worship, and the noblest part of your religion is piety.”

678- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: Whoever acquires knowledge for God's sake, and practices it and teaches it
to others for God's sake will be highly respected in the high ranks of the heavens. About him they will

say: he learned for God's sake, practiced for God's sake and taught for God's sake.”

679- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding the holy verse:
“Those truly fear God among His servants who have knowledge”
[The Holy Quran: Fatir 35:28], “What is meant by those who have knowledge is those whose words and

deeds are the same. If your deeds are not the same as your words, then you do not have knowledge.”

680- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that someone went to see God's Prophet (S) and said: “O' Prophet of
God! What is knowledge?” The Prophet (S) said: “Trying to hear.” He asked: “What else?” The Prophet
(S) said: “Listening.” He asked: “What else?” The Prophet (S) said: “Learning.” He asked “What else?”



The Prophet (S) said: “Practicing what is learned.” He asked: “What else?” The Prophet (S) said:

“Teaching it to other people.”
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681- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Try to be either a student or

scientist, and do not waste your time having fun.”

682- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Rush to learn science. | swear by the One who controls my life that what
you learn about the lawful and the forbidden from an honest man is worth more than the whole world

with all its gold and silver.”

683- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: God will not accept any deed that is without recognition, and will not accept
any recognition unless it is accompanied by action. If you have recognition, it will help guide your
actions. If you do not act, you do not have any recognition of it. Indeed some belief in one brings about

the other.”

684- God's Prophet (S) said: “Learning science is incumbent upon all Muslim men and women. Know
that God loves students.”



685- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “I would certainly punish any Shiite youth who is brought to me and has not

acquired religious knowledge.”

686- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “Any scientist who hides his knowledge will be resurrected as the worst
smelling creature in the Hereafter. He will be damned by any moving creatures on Earth, even the tiniest

ones.”

687- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Ali (a.s): “The rights of a scientist include the
following: 1- You should not ask him too many questions, 2- You should not pull on his clothes. 3-
When you go to see him and there are some people with him greet them all and give him especial
greetings. 4- Sit in front of him, and do not sit behind him. 5- Do not wink, or point with your fingers.

6- Do not talk too much, or argue with him that others have said things opposed to his views. 7- Do not
get upset if you have to wait a while to talk with him, since his case is similar to the case of a palm tree,
that is, you have to wait for a while before you can get some dates. The reward of a scientist is higher
than that of a fighter in the way of God, a worshipper or one who stays up at night to worship. Whenever

a scientist passes away, a gap is created in Islam which cannot be compensated until the Resurrection

»

Day.
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688- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet of God (S): “One who does things without

knowledge will make more corruption than improvement.”

689- Ishaq ibn Am'mar narrated that he said to Imam Sadiq (a.s): “Can any one stand up for someone
else as a sign of respect?” Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “This act is not recommended, except when done in

respect for men knowledgeable in religion.”

690- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) has been narrated as saying: “When you sit with a scientist, be more
eager to listen than talk, learn how to listen well, as well as you learn how to talk well, and never
interrupt anyone who is talking.”

691- Imam Sadiq (a.s) has been narrated as saying: “One who acts without any wisdom is similar to one

who goes astray. He will get farther away from his destination the more he rushes.”

692- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his grandfather (a.s) that the Prophet of God (S) said:
“Ask questions from the scientists, talk with the wise people, and associate with the poor people.”

693- Abi Hamze al-Somali narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “As long as the Earth exists, there is

always a scientist on it to distinguish between the right and the wrong.”
694- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Learn wisdom even from the infidels.”

695- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “There are two strange things. One
is to accept wise words you hear from an unwise man, and the other one is to forgive saying unwise

words when spoken by a wise man.”

696- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Two kinds of people hurt
me in this world: corrupt men who speak eloquently, and ignorant worshippers. People from the first
group use nice words to cover up their wicked acts, and the second group hide their ignorance with their
worshipping. Avoid sinful scientists and ignorant worshippers, since they will fool those who are attracted
to them. | heard the Prophet (S) say: O' Ali! The destruction of my nation is through the hands of

eloquent hypocrites.”
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697- It has been narrated that the Prophet of God (S) said: “Whoever studies for the sake of God will
become humbler when he makes a scientific achievement. Then he will be more humble with the
people, and will fear God more, and will strive more for the religion. Such a scientist will benefit from his
knowledge and will also help others benefit from it.

But whoever seeks knowledge in order to attain worldly gains, higher status, and a higher post near the
king will get haughtier the more he learns, and will become debased near the people. He will get
haughty before God, and will disobey religion. Such a person will not benefit from his knowledge and will

not have any support for himself, and will only get sorry, and debased on the Resurrection Day.”

698- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “O' believers! Knowledge and manners are the price for your life.



Try to learn knowledge and acquire proper manners so that your worth increases and position raises.
This is because knowledge will guide you towards your Lord, and you can serve your Lord better with
proper manners, thereby you acquire the position of nearness to God. Accept advice to be saved from

the torture of Hell.”

699- The Prophet of God (S) said: “Go to acquire knowledge, even if it is in China, since acquiring

knowledge is incumbent upon all Muslims.”

700- A man went to see the Prophet (S) and said: “O' Prophet of God! When the visit to a scientist is
concurrent with a funeral procession, which one do you prefer to attend? God's Prophet (S) said: “If
there are some people to participate in the funeral procession, | prefer to go visit the scientist since it is
better than attending a thousand funeral processions, and visiting a thousand patients, and worshipping
a thousand nights, and fasting for a thousand days, and giving a thousand Durhams in charity, and going
to the unobligatory pilgrimage a thousand times, and attending a thousand unobligatory wars in the way

of God using your wealth and life.

How can all these equal participating in a meeting with a scientist? Do you not know that God is obeyed
by the means of knowledge? And that He is worshipped through knowledge? The good of this world and
the Hereafter is accompanied by knowledge, and the wickedness of this world and the Hereafter is

accompanied by ignorance.”
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701- The Prophet of God (S) said: “Do you want me to tell you about the people who are neither of the
Prophets nor of the martyrs, but are of such a high position in the Hereafter that the Prophets and the
martyrs are envious of them? They will be sitting on pulpits of light.” The people asked: “O' Prophet of

God! Who are those people?”

The Prophet (S) said: “They are the people who make the people loved by God, and make God loved by
the people.” They asked: “It is clear how to induce God's love in the people's hearts, but how do they
make the people loved by God?” The Prophet (S) said: “They ask the people to do what God loves, and
forbid them from doing what God does not like. If people follow these instructions and obey, then God

will love them.”

702- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will grant the reward of seventy Prophets to whomever learns a
branch of science in order to teach it to others for God's sake.”

703- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is better to learn a branch of science than perform a thousand units of

recommended prayers, even if you do not you practice what you learn.”

704- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Those who recite the Quran can be classified into three groups: 1- The first
group are those who recite the Quran in order to earn a living, and demand a salary from the kings, and
act haughty with the people. 2- The second group are those who recite the Quran and memorize it, but

violate its principles in their life.

3- The third group are those who recite the Quran, use it as a spiritual medication for their soul, stay up
at night with the Quran, and stay thirsty during the day, stand up to the Quran in the Mosque, and do not
go to bed in respect for the Quran. God will fend off calamities (from the people) for their sake, and
protect (the people) from the wickedness of the enemies due to their blessings. God will send down rain
due to their blessings. | swear by God that those people are really rare among those who recite the

Quran.”

705- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will gather all the people in one place on the Resurrection Day and
will weigh their deeds. The blood of the martyrs will be weighed against the pen of the scientists, and the
pen of the scientists will be superior to the blood of the martyrs.”
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706- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are four groups of people who help maintain this world:
1- Active scientists who put their knowledge into practice,

2- Rich people who are not too greedy to aid the religious people with their excess wealth,

3- Poor people who do not trade their Hereafter for this world,

4- Ignorant people who are not so proud that they do not learn.

If a scientist hides his knowledge; and if a rich man is too stingy regarding his wealth; and if a poor man
sells his Hereafter for this world; and if an ignorant person is too proud to learn, the world will
deteriorate. Therefore do not be fooled by the increase in the number of mosques and the people who

go there.”

He was asked: “O' Commander of the Faithful! How should one live during such a time?” He said:
“Associate with them but be opposed to them in private since everyone will see the results of his deeds,
and will be resurrected and assembled with whoever he is friends with. Also hope for God to improve

your situation. “

707- The Noble Prophet (S) said: “The most knowledgeable person is one who combines the knowledge
of the people with his own knowledge, and the most valuable person is the one with the most
knowledge. The least worthy person is the least knowledgeable one. Those who are more
knowledgeable about the truth are more deserving of it, and the strongest person is the one who avoids
the ignorant people the most.”

708- Imam Kazim (a.s) narrated that once when the Prophet of God (S) entered the mosque he saw that



some people had gathered around a man. He asked the reason. They said that he was a scientist. He
asked what he is knowledgeable of. They said that he is most knowledgeable about the Arab tribes, their
history, the era of Ignorance and Arab poetry. The Prophet (S) said: “This knowledge is neither of any

use to one who honors it, nor of any harm to one who does not.”
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709- Abi Hamze al-Somali narrated that once the people went to see Imam Ali (a.s) and asked him: “O'
Commander of the Faithful! Teach us who a real religious jurisprudent is.” Imam Ali (a.s) replied: “OK, |
will tell you about a real religious jurisprudent. He is one who does not grant the people freedom to
commit sins, and does not make the people lose their hope in God, and does not make them feel secure

from the plots of God.

He will not abandon the Quran due to his attraction to something else. Know that there is no use in
reciting the Quran without thinking about what you read. Know that there is no use in knowledge without

pondering. Also know that there is no use in any worshipping which is not accompanied by piety.”
710- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Be humble to whomever you learn from and whoever you teach.”

711- Imam Bagjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Both the teacher and the student
are partners in reward. There are two rewards for the teacher and the scientist, and one reward for the

student. And there is no good in anything else.”

712- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “The birds in the sky, and all the fish and other sea creatures will ask for
God's forgiveness for students until the Resurrection Day.”

713- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) went up the pulpit in Kufa and in a sermon said: “O' people! Beware that



the perfection of religion depends upon acquiring knowledge and putting it into practice. It is more
important for you to acquire knowledge than collect wealth. Wealth has been divided between you by the
Just One. He has guaranteed it. He will keep His promise. However, He has stored knowledge in the

hearts of some, and has ordered you to go and seek knowledge.

Beware that excessive wealth will corrupt your religion, and will make you ruthless. However having
extensive knowledge and putting it into practice will improve the religion and help you get into Heaven.
Wealth will make you greedy, and it decreases when used, but knowledge will increase the more you
spread it. The charity for knowledge is through its distribution among those who wish to acquire it or to

narrate it.
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Know that God will reward associating with and following those who possess religious knowledge.
Obeying them will increase the good, and eliminate the evil, and is a form of savings for the believers. It
will be a source of honor during life and death, and fame after death. Know that wealth will get
destroyed, as does its owner, but knowledge and those who possess it will last forever. Knowledge will
rule, but wealth will be ruled.”



714- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said the following in one of his sermons: “When a word is said with no
strings attached, it will be understood by those who hear it. They will believe it, follow it and attain

prosperity.”

715- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is an alms tax for everything. The alms tax for knowledge is
teaching.”

716- Hafs ibn Ghayas narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever puts what he knows into practice

will not need what he does not know.”

717- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “Whoever acts and talks
likewise is a perfect man, and whoever says something but does something else will only blame
himself.”

718- Isma'il ibn Jabir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “knowledge and practicing it are associated
with each other. One who knows something practices it, and one who practices something knows it.
Knowledge calls for practice, and will remain if one practices it, but it will depart if not put into practice.”

719- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) went up the pulpit and said: “O' people! Put what you learn into practice,
per chance you may be guided. A scientist who acts against his knowledge is similar to a wandering
ignorant person who will not become conscious due to his ignorance. This scientist will even be more
sorry about the knowledge that he has abandoned than the ignorant person who is wandering in his
ignorance. Both are wandering asleep. Both are lost without any goals. Both are at a loss. Do not let any
doubt overcome you. Do not doubt (about God) so that you do not become an infidel. Do not let
yourselves be fooled about the truth,
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since then you will be losers. Part of the truth is to understand religion. If you understand, you will not be
haughty. The one who is most concerned about himself is the one who best obeys God. The one who is
most treacherous to himself is the one who disobeys God the most. Whoever obeys God is secure, and
will be rewarded, but whoever disobeys God will be sorry.”

720- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Do not acquire knowledge to seek the worldly goods, since God
does not consider “those who know and those who do not know” [The Holy Quran: Zumar 39:9] equal in

retribution.

721- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whoever says God and the Prophet knows best when asked

about something which he does not know is a pious scientist.”

722- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three groups of students, and they can be distinguished as
follows: 1- Some students seek knowledge as a weapon for ignorance and for fighting. 2- Some
students seek knowledge to fool others and to get ahead. 3- Some students seek knowledge because
they want to learn and understand. The first group are quarrelsome ones, and start to talk in gatherings

and talk about science, and praise patience, and fake humbleness but are void of piety.

God has squashed their noses and cut their backs4. The second group are tricky and flattering. They act
to be higher up than their equals in rank, and they belittle themselves for the rich people. They will
respect the rich, and disobey their own religious beliefs. Therefore God has made them blind, and
eliminated their products from among those of the scientists. The third group who want to understand
are sad and stay up at night.

They leave their beds and stand up in the dark of the night. They act with fear, worry and want. They are
busy with themselves, and really know how the people are. They are even afraid of their most
trustworthy brothers. Therefore God will establish them firmly, and will grant them immunity in the
Hereafter.”
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723- Abi Khadijeh narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever wants the traditions for worldly gains
will receive no benefits in the Hereafter. But God will grant the good of this world and the Hereafter to

whoever seeks them for the good of the Hereafter.”

724- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “Whoever gets any money or gift for this knowledge will never gain any

benefits from this knowledge.”

725- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If you realize that a scientist loves this world, accuse him regarding your
religion since whoever loves something is its slave. God revealed the following to Prophet David: “Do
not let a scientist who is attracted to the world act as a middle man between you and |, since he will
prevent you from loving Me. Such people are the robbers of those who seek Me, and the least that |
shall do is to deprive them of the sweetness of My supplication.”

726- Imam Sajjad (a.s) quoted on the authority of his noble father (a.s): “If someone goes to see an
oppressive leader and recites the Quran for a worldly reward, he will be damned ten times for each letter

recited, and each listener there will be damned once for each letter heard.”

727- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “No believer's death is more pleasant for Satan than the death of a
scientist.”

728- Ibn al-Qad'dah narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his father quoted on the authority of
God's Prophet (S): “Two groups of people will never be satiated: Those who seek wealth, and those who



seek knowledge. Those who are content with what God has made allowable for them from this world will
remain healthy, but those who obtain worldly goods through forbidden means will be ruined, unless they
repent and return. Those who learn knowledge from the scientists and act accordingly will be saved, but

those who only want worldly gains and seek knowledge, will only get worldly gains.”

729- Soleim ibn Qays al-Halali narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's
Prophet (S): “There are two groups of scientists. Those who practice their knowledge are prosperous,

but those who abandon their
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knowledge get destroyed. The residents of Hell will be bothered with the bad smell of the scientists who
have not put their knowledge into practice. But there are those who are most sorry. They invite others to

God, their call is accepted by others who then obey God and are taken to Heaven by God. However, the



caller himself is taken to Hell by God for not acting, and following their whims will be the most sorry.

| fear two things concerning you. The first is following your whims, and the second is having high
aspirations since following your whims will prevent you from accepting the truth, and having high
aspirations will make you forget the Hereafter.”

730- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not trust your arms with a wicked man since he will corrupt you.”

731- Jabir narrated that he told Imam Bagir (a.s) that the jurisprudents in Kufa said: “On the
Resurrection Day, they shall bring a man with a mouth-piece made of fire. God will tell him: O' My

servant! What made you hide your knowledge?” He will say: “O' my Lord! | feared your servants.”

God will say: “I deserved more to be feared”, and then God orders him to be thrown into the Fire.” Imam
Bagir (a.s) said: “I swear by God that the jurisprudents of Kufa are liars. If this was true, God would have
not praised -in His Book- the believer in the family of Pharaoh who covered up his faith for six hundred
years since he was Pharaoh's treasurers.”

732- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The harshest people with a scientist are those of the same belief, not

others.”
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Chapter 9: On Encouraging to Write and to Correspond

733- Abi Basir narrated that once when he went to visit Imam Sadiq (a.s). The Imam (a.s) said: “Why

have you stopped writing? You will not be able to memorize anything unless you write it. Some people



who came from Basra to ask me some questions, wrote down the answers and left.”
734- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Keep your written notes since you will need them in the near future,”

735- Jabir narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) told his secretary: “Arrange the writings in order. We found

Imam Ali (a.s)'s writings in order.”

736- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Write and spread your knowledge among your brothers. If the end of your
life approaches, leave your knowledge as an inheritance for your sons, since there will come a time of

sedition when the people will only be intimate with their books.”
737- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The heart relies on what is written.”
738- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Read our traditions properly since we are eloquent people.”

739- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Brothers in faith are linked together in each others presence or visiting

each other, or writing letters when they are away on a trip.”

740- Al-Eyth ibn abil-Ghasem narrated that when he asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about how to greet the
people of the book in letters, the Imam (a.s) replied: “You write: Greetings to one who follows guidance.
And end your letter with: Greetings to the Apostles, and praise is due to the Lord of the two worlds.”
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741- Zarih narrated that when he asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about greeting the Christians and the Jews,

and replying to their letters, the Imam was not pleased.

742- Jamil ibn Dur'raj narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not abandon starting your letters with “In

the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful “even if you follow it with poetry.”

743- Harun Mowla Al-i-Abi Ja'da narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do your best when writing “In
the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful” in terms of the handwriting.”

744- Muhammad ibn Ya'qub quoted on the authority of some of the companions on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam on the authority of al-Hassan ibn
al-Sari that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not write “In the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful” for

so and so on the back on an envelope, but it is fine to write “for so and so” on back of the envelope.”

745- |bn Hakim narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is no problem in writing your friend’s name

before your name in a letter.”

746- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his noble grandfather (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-
Momineen (a.s): “Whenever you write a letter for something you need, you must recite Ayat al-Kursi
[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:255], and the end of the chapter Bani Israil so that your need is fulfilled

sooner.”

747- Marazem narrated that once Imam Sadiq (a.s) had ordered a letter to be written. When the written
letter was presented to Imam Sadiq (a.s) he saw that there were no instances of ‘God willing’ used in
that letter. He said: “How do you expect this work to be done without writing 'God willing' in it? Rewrite it

and insert 'God willing' wherever needed.”

748- Muhammad ibn San'an narrated that once when Imam Sadiq (a.s) wrote a letter, the mailman

wanted to seal the envelope. Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not seal that envelope. May God damn the first



man who started sealing envelopes!” They asked who that was. He said: “It was so and so of the

Ummayed clan, may God damn him.”
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749- Ali ibn Atiyeh saw some letters from Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s) which had been stamped.

750~ Abdullah ibn San'an narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is obligatory to reply to letters as it is to
reply to greetings.”

751- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was questioned about how to erase one of the names of God. He said it should

be erased with the cleanest thing available.



752- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet of God (S): “Erase the name of God, and
the verses of the Holy Scripture only with the cleanest thing available.” He ordered not to burn them or

cross out the verses by writing over them.

753- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Ali (a.s): “Note traditions along with their
references. If they are correct, you will share in the reward in the Hereafter, and if they are wrong, the

sin will be for the original authors to whom you referred.”
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Chapter 10: On Good Words and Deeds

754- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “Say good words to be
known for that, and do good deeds to be one of the good-doers.”

755- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that God's Prophet (S) said that God the Almighty said: “I do not accept
all the words of wise men, rather | accept ones will and efforts. If his will and efforts are for Me, | will

establish his words and deed as My worship, even if he has said nothing.”

756- God's Prophet (S) said: “God told me in one of His supplications: “O' Muhammad! Whoever hurts
one of my friends has indeed set out to fight with Me. | will fight with whoever sets out to fight with Me.”

757- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Imam Ali ibn al-Hussein (a.s):
“Moses, the son of Imran said: “O' Lord! Who are your friends on whom your shade will be spread on
the Day when there is no other shade? God revealed: “They are people with pure hearts and empty
handsé6.



They are people who say words of God’s remembrance whenever they remember God. They are people
who are pleased with obeying Me, just as babies are pleased with their mother's milk. They are people
who take refuge in My mosques, just as hawks take refuge in their nests. They are people who get angry

whenever they see that what | have forbidden is allowed. They get as angry as leopards get.
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758- Imam Bagjir (a.s) narrated that a man went to see the Prophet of God (S) and said: “O' Prophet of
God! Please teach me something.” The Prophet (S) said: “Do not place hopes in what others own. This
would constitute being needless.” The man asked him to teach him more. The Prophet (S) said:

“Whenever you decide to do something, think about its outcome. Do that if its outcome is goodness and

guidance, but abandon that plan if its outcome is deviation and corruption.”

759- Amr ibn Shimr narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) delivered a sermon in Kufa and said: “O'
people! Who are without inheritors among you?” They said: “Those who die without leaving a child
behind.” He said: “A real person without any inheritors is one who dies without already having sent a
child to claim his loss as a loss for God's sake, even if he leaves many children behind.” Then he asked:

“Who is poor among you?” They said: “Those who have no property.”



He said: “A real poor person is one who has not sent anything ahead of him to claim it to be for God's
sake, even if he leaves a lot of wealth behind.” He then asked: “Who is a wrestling champion among
you?” They said: “One whom no one can defeat.” He said: “A real champion is one who remembers

God and patiently quenches his anger whenever Satan beats his heart with it's fist to raise his anger.”

760- Imam Bagir (a.s) narrated that when the time came for the Prophet to perish, Gabriel descended
and said: “O' Prophet of God! Do you want to return to this world?” The Prophet (S) said: “No. | have
perfected my mission”. Gabriel asked the same question again. “The Prophet (S) said: “No. | just want
God.” Then he turned to the people who had surrounded him and said: “O' people! There will be no
Prophet or religion after me. Whoever makes such a claim, his claim and innovation belongs to the Fire
(of Hell). Kill him. Whoever follows him will go to Hell, too. O' people! Respect the law of retaliation.
Return the rights to whomever they belong. Do not get disunited. Accept Islam, submit (to God) and
remain healthy. God has decreed:

“It is I and My apostles who must prevail, for God is One full of strength, able to enforce His Will.”
[The Holy Quran: Mujadila 58:21]
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761- Abi Basir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) told him: “O' Abu Muhamad! Always be pious, strive to
worship and be honest. Strive to return what you are entrusted with. Fall in prostration for long periods of
time. These deeds are the good deeds for those who lived before.” Abi Basir said: “I heard the Imam

(a.s) say: Those who always return to God are the ones who repent.”



762- Abdullah ibn Ziad narrated that he greeted Imam Sadiq (a.s) in Mena and then asked: “O'
grandson of the Prophet! We are a group of passers-by. We were unable to become your companions
no matter how hard we tried. Please give us some advice.” The Imam (a.s) said: “I advise you to adhere
to piety, honesty, trustworthiness, treating others with kindness, greeting, feeding the poor, praying in the
mosques, visiting the ill, and attending funeral processions.

My father told me: “Our followers were always the best people. If there was a jurisprudent, he was a
Shiite. If there was a caller to prayer, a prayer leader, an orphan keeper, a trustworthy person, or a
depositor, he was one of the Shiites. Now you be the same way, and make us loved by the people, not
hated by them.”

763- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that God's Prophet (S) said that God the Almighty said: “There is
nothing better than the performance of obligatory deeds for My servants to get to like Me. However by
performing recommended prayers, he gets inclined to Me and | will love him. If | love him, | will be his
ears to hear with, his eyes to see with, his tongue to speak with, and his hands to give charity with. | will
then not hesitate to do what | must do, like hesitation in the death of a believer. He dislikes death, and |

am unhappy about his unhappiness.”

764- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “God the Almighty loves anyone who jokes without using indecent language,
thinks when he is alone, takes lessons from others, and stays up at night to pray.”

765- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Doing each of the following deeds will take you to Heaven: Giving water to
a thirsty person, feeding a hungry person, providing clothing for one who does not have any clothes, or

freeing a slave.”
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766- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted God's Prophet (S): “Whoever makes ablution, prays, pays the alms tax,
quenches his anger, watches his tongue, repents, and wishes well for the members of the Holy
Household of the Prophet has perfected the true aspects of religion, and the gates of Heaven will be

open to him.”

767- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God is so noble that He will not oblige the people to do what is beyond

their ability. God is so powerful that nothing can happen which He has not willed.”

768- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “The intent of a believer is better
than his deeds, and the intent of a corrupt person is worse than his actions. Everybody will be rewarded
according to his intentions.”

769- Ishaq ibn Am'mar and Yunus have narrated that they asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about God's
statement:

“Hold firmly to what We have given you”

[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:63], Does this “hold firmly” refer to the body or the soul?” Imam Sadiq (a.s)
replied: “It refers to both.”

770- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “On the Resurrection Day people will be assembled together according to

their intentions.”
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Chapter 11: On Numbered Characters

771- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Three things can save you: 1- Watching out what you say. 2-
Crying over your mistakes, 3- Owning a big house.”

772- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “Three things raise your rank, three things are compensation for sins, three
things are fatal and three things can save you. Greeting, feeding and praying at night when others are
asleep raise your rank. Making ablution in cold weather, walking to perform the various prayers, and
regularly attending the congregational prayers are compensation for sins. Deep jealousy, following
selfish desires and being conceited are all fatal traits. Fearing God the Almighty both in public and
private, moderation whether you are rich or poor, and speaking justly whether you are happy or angry
are things that can save you.”

773- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): Three groups of people will oppress

you if you do not oppress them: the ignorant ones, the wives and the servants.”

774- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Three groups of people cannot get their due rights from three groups of
people: 1- The noble people from the base ones, 2- The patient people from the stupid ones, 3- The

good-doers from the wicked ones.”

775- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that God the Almighty said: “Men's following deeds do not hinder Me: 1-
Obtaining wealth through illegitimate means, 2- Not paying the dues of property, 3- Improper use of
property.”
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776- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever has the following four
characteristics is in the Great God's light: 1- Witnessing to God's unity and my Prophethood prevents
him from committing sins, 2- Saying “From God we are and to Him is our return” at times of calamity, 3-
Saying “Praise be to the Lord of the two worlds” when he receives some blessings, 4- Saying “I ask for

forgiveness from Allah and repent to him” whenever he commits a sin.”

777- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Four groups of people will receive divine attention on the Resurrection
Day: 1- Those who help the oppressed, 2- Those who free a slave, 3- Those who marry off an
unmarried man, 4- Those whose holy pilgrimage is accepted.

778- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The following four deeds will increase one's daily bread. 1- Being good-

tempered, 2- Treating the neighbors with kindness, 3- Not bothering the people, 4- Not being talkative.”

779- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer is not immune from the following: 1- Another jealous believer,
this being the easiest problem, 2— A hypocrite trying to find his faults, 3- An enemy who fights with him,
4- Satan who tries to corrupt him.”

780- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You cannot enjoy life if you lack the following five: 1- health, 2- security,

3- sufficient wealth, 4- contentment, and 5- a well-matched companion.”

781- Imam Bagjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Seek refuge in God from the Fire
under the following conditions: (1) Whenever widespread sexual corruption appears in a society, new
illnesses and plagues will become epidemic, (2) whenever sellers cheat the buyers they will face high
living expenses, the oppression of the king and famine, (3) whenever the people abandon the alms tax, it
will not rain much, just some for the sake of animals, (4) whenever the people break their covenant with
God and His Prophets, their enemies will conquer them and capture some of their wealth, and (5)

whenever the people decree against divinely descended decrees, they will have fights among



themselves and God will leave them alone.”
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782- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “God the Almighty will punish six groups of people: 1- Arabs for
racism, 2- The headmen, or chiefs of a village or town for haughtiness, 3- Rulers for oppression, 4-

Jurisprudents for jealousy, 5- Businessmen for cheating, 6- Villagers for ignorance.”

783- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The following six are out of your control: 1- recognition (of God), 2-

ignorance, 3-contentment, 4- anger, 5- sleeping, 6- waking up.”

784- Salman Fasir narrated that the Prophet of God (S) recommended the following which he will never
abandon since they are heavenly treasures: 1- To consider the situation of those who are lower than
me, not to consider those who are better off, 2- To love the poor, and to become closer to them, 3- To
always tell the truth no matter what, 4- To visit the relations of the women even if they have cut off their
ties from me. 5- Never ask the people for anything, 6- Always rely on God by saying “ There is no



strength nor power but in, or by means of, God the High, the Great.”

785- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “There are eight groups of people
whose prayers are not accepted by God; 1- A runaway slave until he returns to his master, 2- A woman
who does not give in to her husband and he is not happy with her, 3- One who does not pay the alms
tax, 4- One who does not make ablution, 5- An adult girl who prays without a veil, 6- A prayer leader
whose followers consider him not to be trustworthy, 7- One who has to go to the toilet but does not do

so, 8- One who is drunk.”

786- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S) while he was describing (the
benefits of) a kind of date: “Gabriel informed me that eating dates has nine benefits: 1- It cuts off the
hands of Satan, 2- It strengthens the back, 3- It increases sex drive, 4- It improves hearing and vision,
5- It brings man closer to God, 6- It takes man farther away from Satan, 7- It helps digest food, 8- It

eliminates pain, 9- It makes your breath smell good.”
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787- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The following ten acts are pleasing: 1- Walking, 2- Riding, 3- Floating in



water, 4- Looking at green grass, 5-Eating and drinking, 6- Looking at a beautiful woman, 7- Making
love, 8- Brushing the teeth, 9- Washing both hands with marsh-mallow7, 10- Talking with important

people.”

788- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Ali ibn al-Hussein (a.s): “Possessing the
following four will perfect your Islam and eliminate your sins, and you will meet your Lord while God is
pleased with you: 1- Fulfilling your promises to the people, 2-Being honest with the people, 3- Being

ashamed of what is shameful near God and the people, 4- Being good-tempered with your family.”

789- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “My nation should always do the
following four: 1- They should love those who repent, 2- They should be sympathetic with the weak, 3-
They should help the good-doers, 4- They should pray for all the people.”

790- Abi Kahmas narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Six things will benefit a believer after his death:
1- A child who seeks God for his forgiveness; 2- A book which he has left behind; 3- A tree which he
has planted; 4- A water well which he has dug up; 5- Charity which he has established; and 6- A good

tradition from him which is acted on after him.”
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Chapter 12: On Practicing the Traditions and the Quran

791- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Murazem ibn Hakim quoted on the authority of Imam Sadiq (a.s):
“Whoever opposes the tradition of Muhammad (the Prophet) is an infidel.”



792- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “The best practice near God is the practice of traditions, even if a little.”

793- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever relies on my traditions in
order to resolve the conflicts amongst my nation has the reward of one hundred martyrs.”

794- A man went to see Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) and said: “What does tradition, innovation, union and
deviation mean?” Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) replied: “Tradition refers to the way of living that God's
Prophet (S) has prescribed. Innovation refers to ways that have been proposed after the Prophet. Union
refers to the assembly of a group of people who believe in God, even if they are few in number, and

deviation refers to following what is wrong, even if the number of such followers is large.”

795- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever opposes a tradition is an infidel.”
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796- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are two types of traditions. Some traditions are related to
the obligatory. Practicing them leads to guidance and abandoning them leads to deviation. Some other
traditions are not obligatory. It is better to practice them, but it is not a sin to abandon them.”

797- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “Whoever transgresses against the traditions shall be returned towards



traditions.”8

798- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “There is no one without both enthusiasm and weakness. Whoever whose
weakness is directed towards traditions, then he will find the right path. But if his weakness is directed
towards innovations, then he will get deviated.”

799- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Everything is considered according to God's Book and traditions. Whatever

tradition does not agree with God's Book is rejected.”

800- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “The heart moves from its place and reaches the throat before it can reach
God, and calms down when it reaches God.” Then he closed his fist and recited the following verse:
“Those whom God (in His Plan) willeth to guide, - He openeth their breasts to Islam; those whom He

willeth to leave straying, - He makes their breast close and constircted” [The Holy Quran: Anam 6:125]

801- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “You cannot draw a comparison from traditions. How can you do so when a
menstruating woman should not pray or fast, but has to make up her fasts but does not have to make up
her prayers.”

802- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his noble grandfather quoted on the authority of Imam Ali (a.s):
“There is a reality for every right affair, and there is a light for every right affair. Therefore act according

to the Quran and abandon whatever is opposed to the traditions of God's Prophet (S).”

803- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God bless whoever narrates traditions of the Prophet of God (S) and does

not distort them in which case the people will abandon him.”
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804- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whenever you hear a
tradition which contains contradictions, it is not what | have said, even if they claim | have said it. And if
you hear a tradition that is not contradictory by itself, it is from me. Whoever sees me dead is similar to
one who sees me when | am alive. | am a witness for whoever comes to visit my tomb, and | shall be his

witness in the Hereafter.”

805- Imam Sadiq (a.s) told Muhammad ibn Muslim: “O' Muhammad! Act according to any traditions that
are brought to you if they agree with the Quran irrespective of whether an honest man or a wicked man
brings it. On the other hand, do not act according to any traditions brought to you that disagree with the

Quran.”

806- In a long tradition commenting on the “ALMS” in “Alif, Lam, Mim, Sad” - The Holy Quran Al-A’raf
7:1- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) told Labid: “whoever thinks that there is any vagueness in God's Book is ruined.”
He then paused a little and added: “A is one, L is thirty, M is forty and S is ninety.” Then Labid asked
him: “This adds up to the number 161. What does that imply?” Imam Bagjr (a.s) said: “O' Labid! God

shall take away the rule of a tribe in the year 161.”
807- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The Quran has bounds as any house does.”

808- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that some of the companions of the Prophet asked Saed ibn Ebadeh

what he would do if he sees someone on top of his wife's stomach. He said: “By God | will chop off his
head with this sword.” Right then the Prophet (S) arrived and asked: “Whose head will you chop off?”

They informed the Prophet about what had been said.

The Prophet (S) said: “O' Saed! Where are the four witnesses that God the Almighty has required?”
Saed said: “O' Prophet of God! This act is done in front of my eyes and God is aware of it, too.” The
Prophet (S) said: “O' Saed! Even though you see it yourself and God is aware, God has set some
bounds for everything. He has also established a penalty for whoever transgresses any of these divine
bounds. You should not spread the word about what is done away from the eyes of four withesses

among the Muslims.”
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809- Imam Sadiq (a.s) asked Ali ibn Abdul-Aziz: “Do You want me to tell you the major, the minor and
the highest principles of Islam?” He said: “Yes.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The major principle is prayer.”
The minor principle is the payment of the alms tax. But the highest principle is holy war in the way of
God.

Do you want me to inform you about the gates of goodness? Fasting is similar to armor against the Fire
of Hell. Charity will eliminate the sins. The same holds true for staying up late at night and praying to the
Lord.” Then Imam Sadiq (a.s) recited the following verse: “Their limbs do forsake their beds of sleep,
the while they call on their Lord, in fear and hope: and they spend (in charity) out of the
sustenance which We have bestowed on them.” [The Holy Quran: Sajda 32:16]

810- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “After the obligatory acts, participating in a holy war is the noblest thing.”

811- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “All goodness is in the sword and
under its shadow. The people will not be directed to the right path except by the force of the sword.
Swords are keys to Heaven and Hell.”



809. « b :ouls : Y Sl 55,35 4e 85 aluw! Junly ol W12 alll wie oof Y :Jl 55000 are o [le e
i asuall $uall Ol ol yeal ¥ dll Jrrw 3 slgall ol 5,35 BIS31 ae 8 dhall bl 1l
W od ety ol Julll sa 8 Jall Aliss catlaall at 2iaall s

[T Jw// s LS

810. milill way e ld¥t Lmsl slgall gl Wl wie il e

811 s sully ecipually ¥ ulill ) ¥y ecipuall I Ciaty Gl 8 S S0all 10 Al J gy J :Jl8 e
Sy dadt ayllEs,

Chapter 13: On Avoiding the Forbidden and the Like

812- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “Whoever illegitimately

devours the property of a believer is not my friend.”

813- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If a man swears that he will not scratch his nose with the wall, God will
make him scratch his nose with the wall.”

814- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding God's statement:

“But for such as fear the time when they will stand before (the Judgment seat of) their Lord, there
will be two gardens.”

[The Holy Quran: Rahman 55:46], “This refers to one who realizes that God will see whatever he does,
and hear whatever he says, whether good or bad. This will stop him from doing bad deeds. Such a
person fears God and will forbid himself from his selfish carnal desires.”

815- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “All eyes will be crying on the Resurrection Day except for the eyes that
remain open at night for the sake of God, and eyes which cry for the fear of God, and the eyes that are

closed not to see what God has forbidden to see.”

816- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “You will not experience any calamities except due to committing sins.
However God is even more forgiving than that.”

ihie il Joadll

Ly Lo polaall Oliial



812. tbagﬁyauﬁf&;gyﬁwgzwyrﬁuu N [ERTI[[RVPS v

813, Lilally aaif Slay s atll edgy Lilally aiif Sy ¥ oF J25I IS ol 26 die.

814, (o aladys sy Lo o s oy alll 5 ol o 1l ol ) Al Gl Sl :as Se alll b b e
ssll oo Gualll (475 405 alie Gla ol ellis Jlae¥l oo rasdll elli oy o 3amd 5 sl s

B15. call 2uda oo 5K ey el Jniwr g6 s oo 50Ut Zolitll s BSU ppse IS U8 301 e
wle)&&&&&\s.

816. LiST die 4l Laay Loy iy ¥ wpall Copemy Lo S dic.

817- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his noble grandfather (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet
(S): “There are occasions in the Hereafter when you get imprisoned for one hundred years for just one
sin while you jealously look at your brothers and wives in Heaven.”

818- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Committing sins will hinder the arrival of your daily bread. This refers to the
Almighty God's statement:

“Verily We have tried them as we tried the People of the Garden”

[The Holy Quran: Qalam 68:17]

819- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Committing sins will block the daily bread of a Muslim.”

820- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Sometimes you ask God for something and God destines it to be fulfilled
sooner or later. But if you commit a sin, God the Almighty will tell the angel to deprive you and not fulffill
your request because you have raised His anger and deserve to be deprived.”

821- Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s) was asked about the major sins. He wrote: “The major sins are those
sins which God has promised the punishment of Hell and you should avoid them. If you are a believer,
then your other sins will be covered up. There are seven major sins which will take you to Hell: murder,
damnation of parents, usury, immigration from an Islamic environment, accusing pious women of

fornication, devouring the properties of an orphan, escaping from a holy war.”

822- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Avoid minor sins that will not be forgiven.” He was asked: “What are such
sins?” He said: “They are the ones which if a man commits them he says: | am prosperous if | do not

commit any other sins.”



823- Al-Nofli narrated that the Prophet of God (S) saw a group of people who were stoning a chicken.

He said: “Who are these people. May God damn them.”
824- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever asks for forgiveness but continues to commit sins is like a joker.”
825- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Sins will not be minor ones if you insist on committing them, and they will

not be major ones if you repent and ask for forgiveness.'
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826- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated on the authority of his father (a.s): “When Jesus, the son of Mary, may
God's blessings be upon him passed by a group of people who were crying, he asked: “What has made

them cry?” They said: “Their sins.” He said: “Stop crying, you will be forgiven.”

827- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated that a young Jew used to come to see God's Prophet (S) often. The
Prophet noted that he was very agile, so he sometimes assigned him to do things or deliver a letter to
some tribes. Once the Prophet asked about him. He was told that the man was near his death. The
Prophet went to visit him along with some of his companions. The Prophet was such a blessing that

anyone he talked to would respond to him. The Prophet (S) said: “O' young fellow!”

The young man opened his eyes and said, “Hello to you father of Ghasim.” The Prophet (S) said: “Say |
witness to the unity of God, and that you are Muhammad, the Prophet of God.” The young man looked
at his father and said nothing. The Prophet reiterated what he had said and the young fellow did the
same thing again. The Prophet repeated his words for the third time, but this time when the young man

looked at his father, his father said: “It’s up to you to say it or not.”

The man said: “I witness that there is no god but Allah, and you are Muhammad the Prophet of God”
and then died. The Prophet asked his father to go out, and asked his companions to wash the dead
man, and to prepare his body to be prayed upon and buried. Then he left and said: “Thank God that He
saved a man from Hell through me today.”

828- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his father (a.s) that his grandfather (a.s) quoted on the
authority of God's Prophet (S): “God the Almighty said: “I swear by My Honor and Grandeur that | will
not take the life of anyone upon whom | have bestowed My Mercy upon, until | punish him for his sins
either through physical iliness, or hardships in earning a living, or fear. Even if some sins are left | will
make his death a hard one. | swear by My Honor and Grandeur that | will not take the life of whom |
want to punish until | reward him for any good deeds he has done either through an increased income,
physical health, or peace of mind. Even if some of his good deeds remain unrewarded, | will make his

death an easy one.”
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829- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If God the Almighty wants to honor someone but he has committed some
sins, He will make him ill, or needy, or make his death a hard one so as to compensate for his sins. And
if He wants to humiliate one who has done some good deeds, He will make him healthy, or increase his
income or make his death an easy one so that he gets the reward of his good deeds.”

830- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority God's Prophet (S): “Whoever intends to and performs a
good deed will be rewarded by God tenfold, and whoever intends to do but does not perform a good
deed will be rewarded by God one-fold. Whoever intends to but does not perform a bad deed will be
ignored and nothing will be recorded, but if he commits it one sin will be recorded for him.”

831- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “One who covers up his good deed receives a seventy fold reward, one
who makes a bad deed known by the public is weak and without any protectors, but one who covers up

bad deeds is forgiven.”

832- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever commits a sin and
laughs will enter the Fire (of Hell).”

833- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “No worship is dearer to God than watching out what you eat, and restricting

your sexual relationships to what is legitimate.”

834- Imam Zeyn al-Abedin (a.s) said: “The best form of holy war is to watch out what you eat, and

restrict your sexual relationships to what is legitimate.”

835- A man told Imam Bagir (a.s): “| have not done many good deeds and have not fasted much, but |
hope not to eat anything but what is lawfully earned, and not marry anyone but those who are
legitimately allowed.” The Imam (a.s) said: “What effort is superior to watching out what you eat and
restricting your sexual relationships to what is legitimate.”

836- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The farthest away one can be from God is to be only concerned about

eating and sex.”
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837- Abi Jamilat narrated that either Imam Sadiq (a.s) or Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “No one is immune from
fornication and anyone can somehow derive pleasure from it. The fornication for the eyes is to look, the
fornication for the mouth is to kiss, and the fornication for the hands is to touch whether or not one

actually engages in sexual intercourse.”

838- Imam Kazim (a.s) told one of his sons: 'O' my son! Make an effort not to think that you have no

shortcomings in worshipping God, since God is not worshipped as He deserves to be.”

839- Jabir narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “O' Jabir! God will not eliminate your flaws and

shortcomings.”
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Chapter 14: On the Rights of the Parents and Treating them
Kindly

840- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagqir (a.s) narrated that God's Prophet (S) was asked:

“Who has the most rights over a man?” The Prophet replied: “His parents.”

841- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “If a man treats his parents kindly when they are alive, but does not ask
God to forgive them when they die, he will be disowned by his parents. If a man is disowned by his
parents while they are living, but often asks God for their forgiveness after they die, he will be considered

as a good-doer.”

842- Imam Kazim (a.s) narrated that God's Prophet (S) was asked: “What is the right of a father over his
children?” He replied: “That he does not call him by his name, that he does not walk ahead of him, and
he does not sit down before his father, and does not do something that might result in his father being

sworn at.”

843- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You should not let anything prevent you from treating your parents kindly
whether they are dead or alive. For them you can pray, give charity, go on the holy pilgrimage, or fast so
that they get the reward. You will also be rewarded, and God will grant you an abundant increase in

4

good through His Kindness and His Rewards.’
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844- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that a man went to see the Prophet (S) and said: “O' Prophet of God!
Give me some advice.” The Prophet (S) said: “Do not designate anything as a partner to God even if
you are tortured or burned. Always strengthen your heart with faith. Obey your parents, and treat them
with kindness whether they are alive or dead. Even if they order you to abandon your family and wealth
do it since this act is done out of faith.”

845- Muaem'mer ibn Khal'lad narrated that he told Imam Ridha’ (a.s): “Should | pray for my parents who
do not recognize God's religion?” Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Pray for them, give charity for them, and treat
them kindly if they are alive and do not recognize God's religion, since the Prophet of God (S) said: God
appointed me for mercy not disobedience.”

846- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that a man went to see God's Prophet (S) and asked him how to be kind
with his parents. The Prophet (S) said: “Treat your mother kindly, treat your mother kindly, treat your
mother kindly, treat your father kindly, treat your father kindly, treat your father kindly.” He mentioned

mother before father.

847- Mohany ibn Hakim quoted on the authority of his fathe that his grandfather asked the Prophet of
God (S): “O' Prophet of God! Who should | treat kindly?” He replied: “Your mother.” He asked: “Who
next?” The Prophet (S) said: “Your mother.” He asked: “Who next?” He replied: “Your mother.” He

asked: “Who next?” He said: “You father, and then whoever is closer to you.”

848- Moaviat ibn Vahab narrated that Zakariya ibn lbrahim said: “| was a Christian, and became a
Muslim. | went on the holy pilgrimage and then went to see Imam Sadiq (a.s) and said: “l was a
Christian, and became a Muslim.” Imam Sadiq said: “What did you see in Islam?” | said: “The Almighty
God's statement:

“Thou knoweth not (before) what was Revelation, and what was Faith; but We have made (the
Quran) a Light, wherewith We guide such of our servants as We will”

[The Holy Quran: Shura 42:52]

The Imam (a.s) said: “In fact God has guided you.” Then he said three times: “O' God! Please guide



him.” And added: “O' my son! Ask me for whatever you wish.”
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| said: “All my family members are Christian. My mother is blind, and | have to be with them since my
father has no one else to rely on. My parents like me to eat and drink with them from the same set of
dishes.” Imam Sadiqg asked: “Do your parents eat pork.” | said: “No. They do not even touch it.” Imam
Sadiq said: “Fine. Take care of your mother. Treat her well and do not leave her alone when she dies.
Take care of her burial yourself. Do not inform anyone that you have come to see me. God willing you

will come to see me in Mina.” Zakariya said: “I went to see him in Mina.

A lot of people had surrounded him. He was like a school teacher who was constantly asked questions
by the people. Then when | went to Kufa | treated my mother with kindness. | fed her myself. | cleaned
her clothes and her head myself. | served her myself. Then my mother told me: “O' my son! You never
treated me this way when you had our own religion. What is this kind of behavior | observe since you
have quit our religion and have accepted Islam?” Then | told her: “I was instructed to do so by a man

who is a grandson of our Prophet.” My mother asked: “Is that man a Prophet?”

| said: “No. But he is the grandson of the Prophet.” My mother said: “O' my son! This man is a Prophet



since what he has instructed you to do is one of the decrees of the Prophets.” | said: “Dear mom. There
will come no Prophet after our Prophet. He is a descendent of the Prophet.” My mother said: “Your
religion is the best religion. Please present it to me.” Then | presented it to her and she accepted Islam. |
taught her how to pray. She performed her noon, afternoon, evening and night prayers. At night her
disease overtook her. She asked me to teach her again what | had taught her about Islam. And | did so.
My mother witnessed to Islam and passed away. In the morning the Muslims performed her ablution and
covered her in cloth. | prayed over her body and buried her.”

849- Am'mar ibn Hay'yan told Imam Sadiq (a.s) that his son Ismail treats him kindly. Imam Sadiq (a.s)
said: “I liked him too. Now I like him more. The Prophet's foster sister went to see him, and once she
saw him she got happy and spread her veil for him to sit on. Then they talked and smiled for a while.
She left and her brother came, but the Prophet did not treat him as warmly as he treated his sister. The
Prophet of God was asked for the reason he treated his sister better than his brother. He said it is
because she treats he parents kindly.”

oslSh s Spgin & USTy e 05ST Glalll 28586 Sl iiluaill (e iy Jals a5 of O sulas
@il Cul (K eyt 1 ISE W ilo 13 s clalas elial il cGuls ¥ 188 (i giunay g ¥ coulis § 5y 53al1 (]
olae IS dgn Gulilly iay digls g6l e s o) ey il « il ol Tasl & puna ¥ (Ll 250

wlls lgasnly Lo lity Lush Jafs Lpoakal &Sy o Sudlall 28 o< Eiass Gold cadliy 1ia g iy s (lism
gl Cali Sydgiall & Culand & pala die dlie )] il lad « iy e culy lia g piat Lo CuS g1 b2 ]
gucjaﬂg,gzgqg:am‘;ﬁ&rﬁgﬂ:ms@ﬁ@ﬂm:mm‘l;ﬁ;;ﬁiu;gﬂjwaﬂ
lele diinyad Ele dimyeli o s olins 7y U s 8 eyl 4GSy %0t Wi a5y Gud ool G st o L)
E’A:).b)LQLQJu.'AJ.C;J(BJAYIGLLﬁan QJMJIJJAAJJ'JJG_EJIMSMI '.@iAiCJ gehglgaﬁd&dﬁ
osebuall HIS Eiapial Gli cuile s 44 w550 Luale daels Seliy oo tale L Zle ael 247 4 readlas Jull!
L&J{.agﬁid‘jj\gl.e_ﬂ.n}&ql.a\g Lgli:és\s (LAJ.L‘MQQJ.TI

849. dl lousl ais dial i<l 1 s [t il e Lo 5u] 4l e W [wnia 106 plia on slee] e
U5l 25 claale L6 il (o) Loy Lo o Loal] Slai Gali e Lin I e o) sl il O atl g, 51 (G5
Coatn lll Jguny b 1uis oLy g Lo oy ey 18 Lol ola g cunid cuald 3 clpgny 8 claas 5 Lgiliay
o Ll Sl S L U8 ) sas 4 pieat o L sl

850- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated that a man went to see God's Prophet (S) and said: “My parents lived for
many years and got old. My father passed away, but my mother is alive. She got so old that | have to
chew food for her, just as they do for a baby. | put a pillow for her just as they do for a baby. | put her in
cradle and rock her to sleep. She got so old that sometimes she asks me for something but | do not

understand what she wants. Or | ask her for something, but she does not understand what | want.

When | saw this, | asked God to give me breasts with milk to be able to breast-feed her. Then |



developed breasts and | pushed them and milk started to flow. Therefore now | breast-feed her just as
she breast-fed me.” At this point God's Prophet (S) cried and said: “You have attained goodness. You
asked God for something with the intention to get close to Him.” The man asked: “Have | been able to
compensate for her efforts for me?' The Prophet (S) said: “No. Not even one of her cries of pain during
labor.”

851- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Treat your fathers kindly so that your children treat you kindly. Do not look

at other women, so that other people not look at your woman.”

852- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three things you must do no matter what: 1- Return what you
are entrusted with whether it belongs to a good-doer or a wicked man, 2- fulfill your promise whether to
a good-doer or a wicked man, and 3- treat your parents kindly whether they are good-doers or wicked

ones.”

853- Imam Bagjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Do not disturb your parents. The
scent of Heaven can be smelled from a thousand years away, but those who are disowned by their
parents, or cut off from their relatives, and old men who commit fornication, or those who are so haughty
that their garments drag on the ground will not feel it. In fact Grandeur belongs to the Lord of the two
Worlds.”

854- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not say even a word of contempt to your parents, as God has forbidden
it.”
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855- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “May God have Mercy upon
whoever aids his parents doing good deeds. May God have Mercy upon whoever aids his children in
doing good deeds. May God have mercy on whoever aids his neighbors in doing good deeds. May God
have mercy on whoever aids his friends in doing good deeds. May God have Mercy on whoever aids his

companions in doing good deeds. May God have Mercy on whoever aids his king in doing good deeds.”

856- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever wishes that God make his death an easy one should increase
visiting his relatives, and be kind with his parents. Then God will make his death an easy one, and he

will never get poor during his life.”

857- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated that Moses the son of Imran said: “O' Lord! Please advise me. God the
Almighty replied: “I advise you to attend to Me.” He asked for advice again. The same advice was
repeated for three times. He asked for advice again. Then God the Almighty said: “I advise you to attend
to your mother.” This advice was repeated twice. He asked for advice again. Then God the Almighty
said: “l advise you to attend to your father.” That is why the good deeds for the mother are two thirds,

and those for the father are one third.”

858- God's Prophet (S) said: “God's pleasure is tied to parent's pleasure and God's anger is tied to

parents anger.”

859- God's Prophet (S) said: “The reward of each kind look of a good child to his parents is one
accepted holy pilgrimage.” He was asked: “O' Prophet of God! Does this hold true even if he does it a

hundred times each day.” The Prophet (S) said: “Yes. God is the greatest, and the purest.”
860- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will increase the life of whoever is kind with his parents.”

861- God's Prophet (S) said: “The prayers of three people are accepted: the oppressed, the travelers

and the fathers.”

862- God's Prophet (S) said: “The prayers of a father for his children are like the prayers of a Prophet

for his nation.”
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863- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked regarding God's statement:
“Treat with kindness your parents”
[The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:83], what is meant by “treat with kindness?”

He said: “This means that you associate with them with kindness, and do not put them in a position to

ask you for something which they need, even if they are rich.

Did God not say:
“By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that which ye love.” [The
Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:92]

He then added: “Consider the Almighty God's statement:

“Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor
repel them”

[The Holy Quran: Bani Isra-il 17:23]

This means that you should not insult them if they hurt you, and you should not treat them badly even if
they hit you. God the Almighty said:

“But address them in terms of honor.”

[The Holy Quran: Bani Isra-il 17:23]



This means that you should say: “May God forgive you” if they hit you. This is how you can address
them in terms of honor. God also said:

“And, out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility”

[The Holy Quran: Bani Isra-il 17:24]

This means that you should not stare at them, but look at them with kindness and sympathy, and do not

raise your voice over theirs, and do not raise your hands above theirs, and do not walk ahead of them.”

864- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Among the rights of the parents over their children we can say that they
should pay off their debts, and honor their vows, and do not do anything that might result in them being
sworn at. If so they are good-doers even if the parents disowned them during their life. However, if the
children do not do the above things, they will be disowned by their parents even if they were good

children during the lifetime of the parents.”

865- The Prophet (S) said: “| advise my present and future nation up until the Resurrection Day to treat
their parents with kindness even if they have to walk for two years to reach them, since this is a part of

our religion.”

866- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that an Arab man went to see the Prophet (S) and stretched out his

hand toward the Prophet and asked God's Prophet (S) to let him pledge allegiance to
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Islam. The Prophet (S) said: “So that you Kill your father?” The Arab man withdrew his hand. God's
Prophet (S) turned to the people to talk, but the Arab man returned and said the same thing again. The
Prophet (S) said: “So that you kill your father?” This time the man said “Yes” and the Prophet shook his
hand in a pledge of allegiance to Islam, and said: “Now is the time for:

“Take none for friends and protectors except God, His Apostle, and the (community of) Believers.”

[The Holy Quran: Tauba 9:16]

But | will not order you to disobey your parents. But treat them with kindness in this world.”

867- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that God's Prophet (S) went to see a young fellow who was about to die.
The Prophet (S) said: “Say there is no god but Allah.” The young man moved his tongue several times.
The Prophet looked at a woman who was there and asked: “Where is this young man's mother?” She
replied: “I am his mother.” The Prophet (S) said: “Are you angry with him?” She said: “Yes. | have not
talked to him for six years.” The Prophet (S) said: “Forgive him.” She said: “May God be pleased with

him due to your satisfaction, O' Prophet of God!”

Then the Prophet told the young man: “Say there is no god but Allah.” The young man uttered these
words. Then the Prophet asked: “What do you see?” He said: “l see an ugly, stinky black man who has
surrounded me and is choking me now.” The Prophet (S) said: “Now say: “O' the One who accepts little

deeds and forgives many sins! Please accept my little deeds and forgive my many sins.

You are indeed the Forgiving and the Merciful.” The young man uttered these words. The Prophet then
asked him what he sees. He said: “| see a well-dressed, beautiful, good-scented white man hugging me
and the black man is walking away.” The Prophet asked him to repeat his prayer again, and he did.
Then he said: “I no longer see the black man. | only see the white man who is hugging me.” Then he
died.

868- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One form of hurting your parents is giving them a mean look.”
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869- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The prayers of whoever looks at his parents with animosity will not be

accepted, even if they have oppressed him.”

870- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When the Resurrection Day arrives, they will draw aside one of the
curtains of Heaven, and its scent will be smelt by any creature as far away as five hundred years, except
for one group.” He was asked: “Who are they?” He said: “They are the ones disowned by their parents.”

871- Abdullah ibn Miskan narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “My father -may God honor his face,
looked at a boy who was leaning on his father's shoulders, and never spoke with that boy until the end of

his life because of this bad act.”
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Chapter 15: On Visiting the Relations of Kin

872- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) narrated on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “I
advise my present and future nation up until the Resurrection Day to visit the relations of kin even if they

have to walk for one year to get to them since this is a part of our religion.”
873- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Avoid cutting off from the relations of kin since it causes men to die.”

874- God's Prophet (S) said: “No sin speeds up your worldly punishment and the punishment of the

Hereafter more than cutting off from the relations of kin and oppression.”

875- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The first part that will talk on the Resurrection Day is the womb that will
ask God to keep His ties with whoever kept their ties with it, and to cut off His ties from whoever cut off
their ties with it9.”



876- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Visiting the relations of kin will purify your deeds, fend off calamities,

increase your wealth, ease the reckoning, and put off death.”

877- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said that God's Prophet (S) said: “Treating your parents with kindness and visiting
the relations of kin will ease the reckoning.” Then the Prophet recited this verse: “Those who join
together those things which God hath commanded to be joined..”

[The Holy Quran: Ra'd 13:21]
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878- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will extend your life and increase your daily bread if you treat your

parents with kindness and visit your relations of kin.”

879- Imam Ali ibn Hussein (a.s) said: “Whoever gets married for the sake of God, and visits his relations



of kin, God will place a royal crown on his head on the Resurrection Day.”

880- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Visit the relations of kin even if it is as short as having a drink of water, and
it is best not to hurt your relations of kin.”

881- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever likes his daily bread to be increased and his death to be put off

should visit his relations of kin.”

882- Salimah who was Imam Sadiq's maid narrated that she was near the Imam (a.s) at the time of his
death. The Imam (a.s) passed out for a while, and when he became conscious again, he said: “Give

seventy Dinars to Hassan ibn Ali ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein known as Aftaes, and so on.”

Then she asked him: “Will you also give to one who attempted to attack you with a knife?” He said:
“Have you not read the Quran?” She said: “Yes.” He said: “Have you not read the Aimighty God's
statement:

“Those who join together those things which God hath commanded to be joined, hold their Lord
in awe, and fear the terrible reckoning.”

[The Holy Quran: Ra'd 13:21]

883- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “I visit my relations of kin before they become distant from me.”

884- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Three things are noble acts for this world and the Hereafter: forgiving one
who has oppressed you, joining one who has cut off from you, and being patient when you are being

treated out of ignorance.”

885- God's Prophet (S) narrated that Gabriel quoted on the authority of the Almighty God: “l am
Merciful, and the word womb “rahem” in Arabic is derived from my name “Rahman”. | shall establish ties

with whoever visits the relations of kin, and shall cut off from whoever cuts off his relations of kin.”
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886- God's Prophet (S) said: “If your nephew comes to you and asks you for some money that you have
extra of, and you do not honor his request, God will deprive you of His blessings on the Resurrection

”»

Day.
887- God's Prophet (S) said: “Visit the relations of kin even if it is limited to greeting.”

888- God's Prophet (S) said: “Divine Mercy will not descend upon a tribe among whom there are some

who cut off their relations of kin.”

889- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that a man from the Khas'aem tribe went to see the Prophet and said:
“O' Prophet of God! What is the highest rank in Islam?” The Prophet (S) said: “Faith in God.” He asked:
“What is next?” The Prophet (S) said: “Visiting the relations of kin.” He asked: “What is next?”

The Prophet (S) said: “Advising to do what is right and forbidding what is evil.” The man asked: “What is
the most despised act near God?” The Prophet (S) said: “Infidelity”. He asked: “What is next?” The
Prophet (S) said: “Cutting off the relations of kin.” He asked: “What is next?” The Prophet (S) said:
“Advising to what is evil, and forbidding what is right.”

886. aluill a gy dlind oyo alll dais tdaiad dlind o dlluy e ol bufﬁd% Lail :0 JUas.

887. adually sl (Sala )i I5lis :0 JUs.

888. pa ! @uﬂgfﬁggmﬁ Jsi ¥ :0 Js.



889. :Jl& $aduw¥! Jumil Lo catll Yy b :JE8 O alll Jsuy M el pain o Moy ) 16 Goliall e
JUs 1l Siall e gilly S smally Sa¥1 2l S 55 g (a3l Al 106 SHL o JG callly o lagy!
31 g6 $13e i 8 a1 dagad 1 $he o 1 callly bl 26 alll ] il Jlae¥ T gl
Syl e il Siall.

Chapter 16: On Orphans

890- Ins ibn Malik narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “God will accept the deeds of whoever has an
orphan in his house and he feeds and clothes him and does not hit or hurt him.”

891- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever entrusts an orphan with a Muslim couple until the child becomes

needless, will certainly go to Heaven.”

892- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever an orphan cries on Earth, God the Almighty says: Who has
made this servant of mine who has lost his parents on the Earth cry?” The angels will say: “You are
Pure. We do not know anything except for what you have taught us.” God the Almighty says: “I will use
you as witnesses that | will please with Heaven whoever pleases this orphan.” Then a man asked the

Prophet: “What will please him?” The Prophet (S) said: “Caressing his head or feeding him with a date.”

893- God's Prophet (S) said: “The best Muslim house is one in which an orphan is treated with kindness
and the worst Muslim house is one in which an orphan is mistreated.” He then pointed with his fingers
and said: “Both me and the guardians of orphans will be in Heaven.”

894- A man was complaining about his ruthlessness to the Prophet (S). The Prophet (S) said:

“Whenever you want to become soft-hearted feed a poor person and caress an orphan.”

895- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will humiliate whoever humiliates an orphan.”

alidl <5 o

890. 4y yums (15 8351 ol sl sl warili iy a3 & oIS o Y120 Wl J sy JU& 2 L o il e

891. &l dlall ol cuias udi dtuy s praluse gl o Loty s 0% 0 Wl gy Js.



892. Sum,¥1 & ol ol qupil cude il il lia guie (S oo s all JB )31 & ! (613100 Sl
Cralin Gla slomyy Sl o F 0o (oS gl 2 el 5 cliale Lo ¥ W ple Y elilau :aSRlT J siis
5 yai dankey of ol puay 18 St Lol Jpuy b :Jsd clall oo slin .

898. JalSs Ul 1 1 ceul] ol 1y 48 ot s eul] i 1 458 i ralusall 6 s S 50 Jlis
ol sy sag — dall & el

894. Luly rsals uSunall palals elils s of ST 13] 188 caels 55l O Jpuall I S ey O s
I,

895. atll d13f Lagy J3l o2 :Jls.

896- A man told God's Prophet (S): “O' Prophet of God! | am unhappy with my ruthlessness.” The
Prophet (S) said: “Approach an orphan and caress him, and bring him home and feed him. Then your
heart will be softened and you will be able to get what you need.”

897- God's Prophet (S) said: “Feed orphans and women who do not have any supporters. Be as a kind
father for the orphans, and as a kind husband for the women who do not have any supporters. A castle
will be given to you in Heaven for every human you treat with kindness. The castle will be better than all
the castles in this world, and whatever they contain.”
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Chapter 17: On Respecting the Old

898- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Part of the rights of
respect for God the Almighty is respecting old Muslims, just people and interpreters of the Quran who

neither say less nor more than what the Quran contains.”

899- God's Prophet (S) said: “If any young fellow respects an old man, God will appoint some young
fellow to respect him when he gets old.”



900- God's Prophet (S) said: “God is ashamed of punishing an old man.”

901- Ibn Abbas narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever does not have mercy on the youngsters
and does not respect the elders, does not belong to my nation.”

902- God's Prophet (S) said: “Respect the elders, since this is like respecting God the Almighty.

Whoever does not respect the elders does not belong to my nation.”

903- God's Prophet (S) said: “Do you want me to tell you who the best of you are?” They said: “O'
Prophet of God! Yes.” The Prophet (S) said: “The best of you is the elderly who is on the right path.”

904- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his noble grandfather (a.s) said: “Two men went to see the Prophet
(S). One was young and the other one was old. The young one started to talk first, but the Prophet

stopped him and said: “The elder, the elder.”
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905- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “O' old men with white hair and black heart! You are facing the Fire, and the
angel of death is behind you. What do you want to do? When you were a child you were ignorant. When
you were young you were corrupt, and when you got old you were a hypocrite. Where do you stand?

What deeds have you done?”

906- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever recognizes the position of an old man
and respects him, God will grant him peace of mind regarding the Resurrection Day.”

907- Once when the Prophet was among his companions, a man passed by him. Someone said: “This
is an insane man.” The Prophet (S) said: “No. He is perfectly healthy. Men or women who spend their

youth obeying someone other than God are insane.”

908- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet (S): “God will protect any man who attains
the age of forty from insanity, elephantiasis, leprosy10. God will ease the reckoning of any man who

reaches the age of fifty. God will grant any man who reaches the age of sixty opportunity to repent.

God and the companions of the heavens love any man who reaches the age of seventy. God will order
the good deeds to be recorded, and the bad deeds to be eliminated for any man who reaches the age of
eighty. Whenever a man reaches the age of ninety, God will forgive all his past and future sins. He will
be considered to be one of the slaves of God on Earth.”

909- God's Prophet (S) said: “God respects seventy year old people, and is ashamed to punish eighty

year old people.”
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910- God's Prophet (S) said: “And old man to his family is like a Prophet to his nation.”

911- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever a man reaches the age of forty and his good deeds do not
outweigh his bad deeds, Satan will kiss him and say: This is the face of one who will not prosper.”

912- God's Prophet (S) said: “The one who passes the age of forty and his good deeds do not outweigh
his bad deeds should be prepared for the Fire (of Hell).”

913- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Whenever a man reaches the age of forty a divine call will say: The time to
depart is approaching. Prepare something for your trip to the other world.”

914- Abdullah ibn Aban narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “O' servants of God! Honor your elders,
and visit your relations of kin. Nothing is better in associating with your relatives than not bothering

them.”

915- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Imam Hussein never walked ahead of Imam Hassan, and never spoke first

in public in order to respect him.”

916- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will not punish in the Fire anyone who is Muslim for sixty years. God
will protect anyone who is Muslim for seventy years from the painful punishment. God will not do the

reckoning for any one who is a Muslim for eighty years.”

917- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “On the Resurrection Day, they will bring an old man and hand him his
record of deeds in a way that he can see it but the people cannot see what is written on it. He will see
nothing but a long list of bad deeds that are recorded. He asks God if He orders him to enter Hell. God
the Almighty will say: “O' old man! | am ashamed to punish you since you prayed for Me all your life.

Take My servant to Heaven.”

918- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: When one reaches the age of thirty-three he has reached his maximum

strength. When he reaches the age of forty, he feels some deficiencies. It is better for him to be like one

”»

who is about to die when he is fifty years old.
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Chapter 18: On Youth

919- Ana's narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “No one is dearer to God than a young fellow who

repents.”

920- God's Prophet (S) said: “The best of your youth are those who imitate (the behavior and thinking
of) the old (wise) men, and the best of your old people are those who imitate (the behavior and thinking)

of the young ones.”

921- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will grant the reward of ninety-nine honest ones to any youth who

dies during God's worship.”

922- Ibn Abbas narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Nothing in this world is dearer to God than a

youth who repents, and nothing is more despised by God than an old adulterer man.”



923- God's Prophet (S) said: “No one can move on the Resurrection Day unless he is questioned about
what he has done during his life, what he has used his youth for, how he has used his knowledge, and

how he has obtained wealth and spent it.”

924- God's Prophet (S) said: “You should value the following: youth before old age, health before

iliness, being free before getting busy, life before death, and affluence before poverty.”

925- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever is chaste regarding his God-given beauties, and charitable with

his God-given wealth will enter Heaven.”

926- There was a young man who lived during the life of the Prophet and served him. When God's
Prophet (S) died, he started to worship God. They told him that the Prophet would have become pleased
if he had done so in his lifetime.” The man said: “| had two chances, one is over but one is left. God the
Almighty said:

“But God was not going to send them a Penalty whilst thou was amongst them; nor was He going
to send it whilst they could ask for pardon.”

[The Holy Quran: Anfal 8:33]
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Chapter 19: On Honesty, Forgetting People's Faults and

Forbidding Gossipping

927- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty never appointed any
Prophets who were not honest and trustworthy to good-doers and evil-doers.”

928- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever is honest is a good-doer.”

929- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A note was found in the sheath of the Prophet's sword that said: “Make
ties with those who have cut off their ties with you, grant to those who have deprived you. Speak the

truth even if it is against your interests.”

930- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One will tell the truth so much that he will be included among the honest
people near God, and will lie so much that he will be included among the liars near God. Whenever one
tells the truth, God says: He told the truth, he did a good thing. When he tells a lie, God says: He lied,
and did a wicked act.”

931- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “Honesty will guide you to goodness, and goodness will invite you to Heaven.
As long as you tell the truth, no lies will be left in your heart and you will be known as an honest person

near God.”

932- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “Being honest is a part of faith, and one who is honest will not even say useful
lies, and will not say anything beyond his knowledge.”

933- Imam Ali (a.s) said in a part of a long sermon: “O' People! Try to be honest because God is the
helper of the honest people. Avoid telling lies since it will ruin your faith. Know that honest people are on

the verge of nobility and honor, while liars are on the verge of collapse and destruction.”
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934- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “There are four things that perfect your Islam and cleanse your sins, and
enable you to meet the Lord pleased with you in the Hereafter: 1- Fulfilling all your promises to the
people, 2- Honesty with the people, 3- Being ashamed of whatever is shameful near God and the
people. 4- Being good-tempered with the family.”

935- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Invite the people to do good deeds by acting, not just words, so that

people see your efforts in the way of worshipping, piety and honesty.”



936- Imam Bagir (a.s) told Raebih: “Men will tell the truth so much that they reach the rank of the honest

ones near God.”

937- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “We are a family who consider our promises as debts just as the Prophet
of God (S) did.”

938- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that the Prophet (S) said: “(On the Resurrection Day) those of
you who are the most honest, most trustworthy, the ones with the best temper and the ones closest to

the people will be closest to me and will deserve my intercession the most.”

939- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Nothing but the tongue deserves more to be locked up for a long

time.”

940- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You are considered to be a good-doer as long as you are quiet, but as

soon as you start to talk, you will be recorded as a good-doer or a wicked person.”

941- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “The rights of the tongue include forbidding it from swearing, and vain talk

and fostering proper talking and kindness to the people.”

942- God's Prophet (S) said: “Have six traits and | will guarantee Heaven for you: 1- Do not lie when
you quote someone, 2- Do not violate your promises. 3- Do not cheat in what you are entrusted with. 4-
Do not look at what is forbidden to see. 5- Guard your chastity, 6- Watch what you do and say.”

943- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Be a source of honor and respect for us, not a means of disgust. Talk

nicely with the people. Watch your tongue, and do not boast or swear.”
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944- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “It is not right to lie, be it serious or not. It is not right to promise
your kids something and not fulfill it. Telling lies will drag you into wicked acts. Wicked acts will take you
into Hell. If you lie the people will say “He lied, He did wrong.” If you always lie, no room will be left in

your heart for honesty, and you will be recorded as a real liar near God.”

945- Imam Bagjir (a.s) was asked: “What is the right of God over His servants?” He said: “That they do
not say what they do not know.”

946- The Prophet (S) was asked: “Does a believer get scared?” He said: “Yes.” He was asked: “Does a

believer get jealous?” He said: “Yes.” He was asked: “Does a believer lie a lot?” He said: “No.”
947- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever stays quiet will be saved.”
948- God's Prophet (S) said: “Calamities depend upon what we say.”

949- God's Prophet (S) said: “Most of man's mistakes are due to what he says. If you watch your
tongue, God will cover up your faults.”

950- God's Prophet (S) said: “If someone gossips about a believer regarding what is true, God will not
reunite him with that believer in the Hereafter. If someone gossips about a believer regarding what is

false, the ties between them will be cut off and he will reside in Hell forever. What a terrible penalty!”



951- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whoever gossips -which is like eating the flesh of the people- is
a liar if he says he is legitimately born. Abstain from gossiping since it is good food for the dogs in the
Fire (of Hell).”

952- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Divulging the faults of other believers which God has hidden is a form of

gossiping. Claiming what is not true about your believing brothers is a form of accusation.”

953- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “How bad is a hypocrite with two faces and two tongues. He admires his
brother in his presence, but gossips about him in his absence. He will envy his brothers if they get rich,
and will not help them if they get in trouble.”
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954- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever faces people one way but changes face and gossips behind their
backs will be resurrected with two tongues made of fire on the Resurrection Day.”

955- Jesus, the son of Mary (a.s) told one of his companions: “Do not treat others the way you do not
like to be treated. If someone slaps you on the right cheek, turn your left cheek towards him.”

956- Jesus (a.s) said: “Do not gossip, so that no one gossips about you. Do not dig a ditch for your

brothers since you will fall in it yourself. Whatever you do, you will be treated likewise.”

957- Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din Abilbarakat narrated that Abdullah ibn Khowzad asked the Prophet (S): “O'
Prophet of God! Does a believer ever steal?” He said: “Maybe sometimes.” He asked: “Does a believer

ever lie?” He said: “No.”

“It is those who believe not in the signs of God that forge falsehood. It is they who lie.” [The Holy Quran:
Nahl 16:105]

958- God's Prophet (S) said: “Woe to whoever lies while quoting someone so that others laugh. Woe to

him!”
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Chapter 20: On Watching Your Tongue

959- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Watch your tongue, since this is like
giving charity to yourself.” He then said: “You will not experience true faith unless you watch your

tongue.”
960- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whoever watches his tongue, God will cover up his faults.”

961- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated that Abuzaer said in one of his sermons: “O' seekers of knowledge!
Know that the tongue is the key to goodness and wickedness. Therefore lock up your tongue as you lock
up your gold and silver.”

962- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) that God's Prophet (S) said:

“If there is bad omen in anything, it is the tongue.”
963- God's Prophet (S) said: “Silence is golden but talking is like silver.”

964- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Silence is one of the gates of wisdom and it brings affection, and it is the

guide to any good affair.”
965- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Fear God and be quiet.”

966- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “How beautiful is silence in the absence of weakness. Talkative people

make many slips.”

967- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “In fact, we the Shiites talk a little.”

Ssball Jadll

QLA.u.Ul.EéAgé

959. i a ¥y :JU o ccludi e Ly iati 1800 il clilud clusl 10 all Jsuy JU puwlaall OUS e
alud o385 s olay! dda e,

960. iyse Wl yiw Glul Lin oot oyiedell el e

961. piali b rlides pa rlide olulll i 5] olall G b stickaa & Jois 53 sl oS :J sina o e
eliyys cliad e (iai LS elilul e,



962. o Lull i A5ib ¢ b b OIS O] 10 Al Jsasy JU 1l el sl el sse o e

963. Limd NIy Lua o sl 0 Ui

964. yua JS Lo s dily cimall G 2oSall Olal oo Ol caall &) 1 sl e

965. crawally (Syle g alll 1581 :J die.

966. wlhiiw d jligalls (o s e croall ual bl we.

967. Lu,all liagd &)+ 8 e

968. oLusi £ g0 cpe 1S 5l (o138 Tun JU8 fage all (2720 il Jsu, JU.

969- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his noble grandfather (a.s) quoted on the authority of Abuzaer:
“Divide words into several parts: good words that you say, and bad words you hear but you remain
quiet, and words that are neither good nor bad to express.”

970- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever gets to know God will stutter11.”

971- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever recognizes that what he says is a part of his deeds, will only say
good things.”

972- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Will anything but the results of what the people say throw them face down

in the Fire of Hell?”

973- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “All good is summarized in looking, silence, and talking. Any
looking without learning is an error. Any silence without pondering is out of ignorance, and any talking

which does not remind you of God is in vain.”
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Chapter 21: On Peace-Making

974- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The form of charity that God loves is peace-making among the people

when they get corrupted, and making them closer to each other when they get disunited.”

975- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One will be questioned about lying except for the following cases: 1-
When you want to make peace between two people and treat them in a way you have not done so
before. 2- When a man uses trickery at war. 3- When a man promises something to his family just to
keep them content.”

976- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Any form of false swearing is a sin except for those which are beneficial for

a believer and help defend a Muslim's religion.”
977- The Prophet (S) said: “Honor any of the noble men of your tribe who come to you.”

978- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “When Oday ibn Hataem went to see the Prophet (S), and the Prophet (S)
took him home. There was nothing except for a piece of floor covering made of palm leaves and a

leather pillow. God's Prophet (S) spread them for Oday ibn Hataem to rest on.”

979- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “Only donkeys turn down
being honored.” They asked: “What does that mean?” He said: “Whoever does not smell a fragrant
scent that is offered to him or does not sit in a meeting where people offer him a good place to sit is just

like what was said (about the donkey) .”

980- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three people whose rights are honored by all except the
hypocrites known for hypocrisy: 1- Those who have lived as a Muslim until their hair turns white, 2—
Those who usually read the Quran, and 3- Those who are known as just leaders.”
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Chapter 22: On Treating Others with Patience and Proper Habits

981- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that Gabriel came to the Prophet (S) and
said: “O' Muhammad! Your Lord sends blessings and says: Treat My servants with patience.”

982- God's Prophet (S) said: “My Lord has ordered me to treat people with patience just as He has

ordered me to propagate my Prophethood.”

983- Imam Bagir (a.s) narrated that an Arab man went to see the Prophet (S) and asked for some
advice. The Prophet gave him some advice including: “Be friendly with the people so that they be
friendly with you.”



984- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever avoids hurting the people will be protected from the hurting of

many others.”

985- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When the following verse was revealed:

“O' ye who believe! Save yourselves and families from a Fire”

[The Holy Quran: Tahrim 66:6], a Muslim man sat down and started to cry, and said: “I cannot even
save myself, how | am ordered to save my family too?” The Prophet of God (S) said: “It suffices for you

to instruct them to do what you do, and forbid them from doing what you forbid yourself.”

986- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s): “You must feel to be
needless and in need of the people at the same time. You must feel needy of them and treat them with
kindness and you must feel needless of them and maintain your honor and pride.”
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987- Oun ibn Abdullah ibn Attabeh said: “Abu Dharr bought two pieces of expensive cloth. He used one
for a shirt, and the other one for a cloak. He gave the second one to his servant. When they went to see
the tribe, the people told him it would have been nicer if he had worn both of them himself. He said:
“That is right, but | heard God's Prophet (S) say: “Feed them from what you eat, and put on them from
the same clothes that you wear.”

988- In Elam al-Vari it has been narrated that Imam Sajjad (a.s) once called his servant twice but he did
not respond. When he called him for the third time he responded. Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “O' my son!
Did you not hear me call you.” He said: “I did.” Then the Imam asked: “Why then did you not respond?”
He said: | felt secure with you.” Then Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “Praise to God who has made my servant

secure with me.”

989- Imam Sajjad (a.s) had a maid who was pouring water over his hands once. The water jar fell down
and the Imam's hand got injured. When the Imam looked up at her, she said:

“God the Almighty said: “Who restrain anger...”

[The Holy Quran: Ali-i-Imran 3:134]

The Imam (a.s) said: “I restrained my anger.” She continued the same verse: “....and pardon (all) men.”
[The Holy Quran: Ali-i-Imran 3:134]

The Imam (a.s) said: “l pardon you”, but she continued the same verse: “...
for God loves those who do good.”
[The Holy Quran: Ali-i-Imran 3:134]

Then Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “Go, you are freed for the sake of God.”

990- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that once when Imam Ali (a.s) had sent his servant to do something, he
came back a little too late. Imam Ali (a.s) told him to rush, and he did. Then when he came to Imam Ali

(a.s), Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “I see no other way to be kind with you. Go you are free.”

991- Ans narrated that when the Prophet of God (S) was near death he insisted on advising the people

to say prayers, and assisting the servants until he perished.
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992- Ibn Amr narrated that a man told the Prophet of God (S): “O' Prophet of God! How often do you
forgive your servants?” The Prophet of God was silent for a while and then said: “Seventy times each

»

day.

993- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever beats his servant with a whip for more than three times will be

treated likewise in the Hereafter unless he is performing divinely ordained punishment.”

994- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever is seditious, treacherous or be mistreats his servant will not

enter Heaven.”
995- God's Prophet (S) said: “You get more honor if you treat the people kindly.”

996- Salman told his servant: “| would have really beaten you up if there was no retaliation punishment

in the Hereafter.”
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Chapter 23: On Moderation and Warm Welcome

997- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God has indeed increased the daily bread
of any family who benefits from moderation. Also making good use of your available property is better
than getting rich. Such moderation will help you to never become unable to do anything, but excessive
expenditures will leave nothing for you. God -being moderate- loves those who are moderate.”

998- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “There is a key for everything, and the key to faith is moderation.”
999- God's Prophet (S) said: “Moderation is half of one's income.”

1000- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whatever is accompanied by moderation is adorned by it, and anything

which is not accompanied with moderation is ugly.”

1001- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You are sure to go to Heaven if you perform the following three acts:
charity during the times of poverty, treating all the people kindly, and being just with yourself.”

1002- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “A warm welcome causes love and nearness to God, but a cold welcome

causes animosity and becoming more distant from God.”

1003- God's Prophet (S) said: “You cannot attract the people to yourselves using your wealth. Use a

cheerful face and a warm welcome to attract them.”

1004- God's Prophet (S) said: “May God have Mercy upon all who are cheerful and good-tempered.”
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1005- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is good for a believer to smile at another believer.”

1006- God's Prophet (S) said: “The best of you are those who are good-tempered, are fond of the

people, and the people are fond of them.”

1007- God's Prophet (S) said: “A believer gets calm near his believing brothers just as one who is thirsty

gets calm when he drinks some cool water. “

1008- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Blessed be12 the one who makes friends with others and others

make friends with him for the sake of God.”
1009- God's Prophet (S) said: “Kindness is good, and sternness is despised.”

1010- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God the Almighty who is Kind loves kindness, and will not grant the

reward for violence that He grants for kindness.”
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Chapter 24: On Good Deeds

1011- Ali ibn Abi Hamzeh narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “May God have Mercy upon those who
make us loved by the people, and not hated by them. | swear by God that if they quote our good sayings

for others, they will become dearer and no one can ascribe anything to them.”

1012- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Control your behavior through good deeds and try to guide
yourself towards the noblest characteristics. Try to get accustomed to patience, and persevere to self-
sacrifice even in cases that your great efforts are little appreciated. Do not be picky with people and try
to maintain your nobility by forgiving minor faults.

Try to save a weak person who is expecting you to help him if you can, or seek help from others using
your position and social status if you cannot save him yourself. Do not try to discover the secrets of the
people since the people will blame you. Do not lie since lying is the worst habit. It is the lowest form of
behavior. It is similar to swearing. It is a form of inferiority. Be noble, and forgive minor issues, and do

i

not investigate them further.” In another tradition we read: “Forgive and do not investigate minor issues.’

1013- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Love your Muslim brothers, and like for them what you like for yourself.
Ask them for help if you need anything, and fulfill their needs if they ever ask you for help. Do not hide

from them any good things, as they are your supporters.

When they are not present, support them in their absence until they returns, then go to see them when
they return. Honor them since you are from them and they are from you. If they blame you, do not
abandon them, and let them express what bothers them. Praise God when they receive some good

things, and help and support them when they suffer from a calamity.”
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1014- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his noble grandfather (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Ali
(a.s) who quoted on the authority of the Prophet of God (S): “The most pious person is the one with the

purest heart and the one who wishes all the best.”

1015- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “Never be suspicious about what you hear your believing brothers say when

you can find a way to justify it.”

1016- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “The nobility of a believer depends on his prayer and staying up at night (to

worship God). Speak nicely with the people.”

1017- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “I advise you to fear God. Do not even think of what you do not like for
yourself for your Muslim brothers. If you do so, God will establish it as a cause of hypocrisy in your

heart.”

1018- An Arab went to see the Prophet (S) when the Prophet was going to war. He grabbed the leading
rope of his horse and said: “O' Prophet of God! Please teach me something to help me enter Heaven.”
The Prophet (S) said: “Then treat others as you like them to treat you. And do not wish for them what

you do not like yourself. Now let go of my horse.”



1019- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Once when the Prophet (S) was passing by a group of people who were
trying to lift a rock, he asked them why they did so? They said that they were trying to find out who the
strongest was. The Prophet (S) told them that he could tell them who the strongest man was if they
wished him to do so. When they said they wished to hear the Prophet (S), he said the one who is the
strongest is the one who does not engage in sin or wrong deeds whenever he is satisfied; one who does
not utter but what is right when he is angry; and does not do what is unjust when he is powerful.”

1020- Abu Dharr wrote to Salman -may God have Mercy upon them: “You will not attain all that you
wish to attain unless you abandon your selfish desires, and will not get what you want unless you are

patient with what you dislike. Your words must be in remembrance of God. You should look in
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order to learn, and you should be pondering when you are silent. You should know that the weakest



people are those who follow their selfish desires, and just ask God to fulfill their hopes, and the wisest

people are those who are humble to God, and work for the Hereafter.”
1021- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever saves the Muslims from fire or flood will go to Heaven.”

1022- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever God wills to strengthen Islam and the Muslims, then He will
give the riches to those who pay its dues and spend it in a good way. But when He wills to weaken Islam
and the Muslims, He will give the riches to those who do not pay its dues and do not spend it in the

proper way.”

1023- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Indeed a refugee is like oneself. You should neither hurt him nor bring

any losses to him.”

1024- Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked about feeding the captives. He said: “It is the duty of the capturer to
feed his captives. If he wants to kill him in the morning, he should give him food and water, and provide
a shelter for him, whether the one who is captured is an infidel or not.”

1025- Imam Sadiq (a.s) told his companions: “Fear God, and be good brothers for each other. Love

each other for the sake of God, and be united. Visit each other, talk about our friendship and revive it.”

1026- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever does not associate with others, does not love others, does not
visit others, or does not give charity for our sake does not belong to our nation.”
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Chapter 25: On Charity

1027- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of the Prophet of God (S): “God did not appoint us to
collect wealth, but He appointed us in order to give charity.”

1028- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Give charity and be sure you will receive a reward later. Know that
whoever does not give charity out of obedience to God will suffer later on from spending in the way of
committing sins. And whoever does not attempt to help fulfill the needs of God's friends will later have to
try to fulfill the needs of God's enemies.”

1029- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that once when God's Prophet (S) passed by Bilal who had some
dates, he told him: “O' Bilal! Are you sure you will not go to Hell due to these dates? So give some in

charity and have no fear of poverty.”

1030- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “The best thing for the religion and the religious people is that wealth be in
the hands of those who pay its due and do good deeds with it, and the worst thing for religion and the
religious people is that wealth be in the hands of those who do not pay its dues and do not use it in

proper ways.”

1031- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “As long as you are obedient to God, He will not take away the blessings

that He has granted to you. But if you disobey Him, He will take back His blessings.”

1032- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Seek God for help whenever you notice a change in the blessings granted
to you, your children or your family. | will guarantee that if you do so, God will help you and you can get

whatever you want.”
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Chapter 26: On Not Depending on the People

1033- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that when life got difficult for one of the companions of the Prophet, his
wife told him to go and ask God's Prophet (S) to help them. The man went to see the Prophet. When the
Prophet saw him, he said: “Whoever asks us to help him, we will grant him (something), but whoever

seeks independence, God will make him independent.”

The man thought that the Prophet was referring to him, and went to his wife and told her what had
happened. His wife said: “God's Prophet is a human, too. You should have told him about our situation.”
The man went see the Prophet, but again as soon as the Prophet saw him he repeated what he had
said before. This was repeated three times until he decided to go and borrow a pick, go to the top of the
mountains and use it to collect some wood. He sold the wood in exchange for some flour that he took

home to eat.

He continued working, and saved up some money and bought his own pick. Then he bought two camels
and two slaves. He continued to work until he became rich. Then he went to the Prophet and told him
what he had come for and what he had heard the Prophet say. The Prophet again said: “I told you
whoever asks us for something, we will grant it to him, but whoever seeks independence God will make
him independent.”



1034- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Whoever takes a loss easily is physically in comfort.”

1035- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The best form of comfort is being independent of people.”
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1036- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Asking people to give you what you need will ruin your honor and
eliminate shyness, but seeking independence from people will be a source of honor for a believer in his

religion, and greed is exactly the same as the present poverty.”

1037- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Asking people to give you what you need is the root of the existing

poverty.”

1038- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Do not place any hopes in what is in the hands of the people. This will
make you independent, Do not be greedy since greed is the root of the present poverty.”

1039- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Fear God, and strengthen yourself such that you need not ask others to
fulfill your needs. Know that if you humiliate yourself by asking for something that an oppressive king or
one who opposes your religion has, God will be angry with you and make you unknown and leave you to
yourself. And if you get some control over a part of the domain of the rule of the king, God will take away
all blessings, and will not reward you for any of your good deeds such as going on holy pilgrimage or

freeing a slave.”
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1. Translators’ note: This implies that if you persist on sinning, you will move on from minor sins to major ones, but if you
repent, even your major sins will be forgiven

2. Translators' note: Chrysolite, a certain green transparent gem is a well-known gem that is a kind of expensive gem
similar to but more expensive than emerald, which is dark green.

3. Translators’ note: since this may be a divine test for you

4. Translators’ note: implying that God humiliates them and destroys their power

5. Unknown reference

6. Translators’ note: they are poor and sincere people

7. Translators' note: Althaea, the althaea officinalis of Linn; i.e. marshmallow; a certain plant with which, or with a
preparation of which the head is washed; a well-known preparation for washing the head.

8. Translators' note: The Islamic society should be such that he is returned towards the traditions.

9. Translators’ note: This implies relations of kin.

10. Translators' note: Elephantiasis is a species of leprosy that pervaded Europe in the latter part of the Middle Ages. Itis a
certain disease, arising from the spreading of the black bile throughout the whole person, so that it corrupts the
temperament of the members, and the external conditions thereof; and sometimes in the dissundering, or corrusion of the
members and their falling off, in consequence of ulceration, so called because it dissunders the flesh, and causes it to fall
off; or because the fingers, or toes become cut-off. It is a cracking of the skin, and a dissundering and gradual falling off of
the flesh. However, leprosy is a well-known disease, which is a whiteness incident in the skin, which appears upon the
exterior of the body, by reason of a corrupt state of constitution.

11. Translators’ note: In Usul al-Kafi we read: “...stutter out of fear of God.”

12. Translators’ note: For a better understanding of “blessed be” please see tradition No. 409 and the description of the

Arabic word “Tooba”.
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