Al-Islam.org

Ahlul Bayt Digital Islamic Library Project

Published on A/-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > Mishkat ul-Anwar Fi Ghurar il-Akhbar, The Lamp Niche for the Best Traditions > Section 4: On

How to Associate with Other People > Chapter 12: On Exchanging Gifts

Section 4: On How to Associate with Other
People

Chapter 1: On Choosing Friends

1040- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not deceive others since you will then be left without any friends.”

1041- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Any believer is the brother of any other believer. He will not oppress,

humiliate, deceive or lie to his brothers.”

1042- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is not appropriate for a believer to become friends with a believer or
others of a higher rank through fear since a believer's religion is honorable.”

1043- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not let the existing decency between you and your religious brother be

removed since it will result in the loss of your honor, but its presence will help maintain manliness.”

1044- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You should inform your religious brothers whenever life gets hard for you.
You should not rely solely on yourself as you may get overpowered.”
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1045- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever values God's religion will honor the rights of his believing

brothers, but whoever undervalues his religion will undervalue his believing brothers.”

1046- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If a believer is asked by another believer to help fulfill one of his vital
needs, and he refuses to do so although he is able to directly or indirectly fulfill his needs, he will be
resurrected with his hands tied to his neck and has to wait until God finishes the reckoning of all His

creatures' accounts.”

1047- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever associates with his believing brother just because he needs
something, and does not really wish him well is similar to one who is treacherous to God and His

Prophet.”
1048- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “A believer's right over other believers is to be sincerely advised.”

1049- Himad ibn Uthman narrated that once when he was with Imam Sadiq (a.s), one of their
companions entered, and Imam Sadiq asked him: “Why has so and so complained to me about you?”
He replied: “He is complaining because | have asked him to pay back what is mine.” Imam Sadiq said:

“Did you not think that he might get upset if you do so. Have you not read God's words in:

“Those who join together those things which God hath commanded to be joined, hold their Lord
in awe, and fear the terrible reckoning.”

The Holy Quran: Ra'd 13:21] “Do they fear that God may oppress them? No. They fear that they be
asked for their account of deeds. God called it “the terrible reckoning”, implying that it is bad to reckon

with your brother.”

1050- Ja'far ibn Muhammad ibn Malik narrated that one of the companions of Imam Sadiq asked him if



they should pray for their brothers who work for the government. The Imam (a.s) asked him if there is
any use in what they do for him. When he replied no, Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “I have broken off from

them, so you should break off from them too.”
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1051- Muhammad ibn San'an narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not embark in a deal in which
there are more losses for you than there are gains for your believing brother.” Ion San'an said: “This
means that if a man has a lot of debts but you have only a little bit of money and wish to repay his debt,

do not do so since you will lose all your money and his debt will not be settled either.”

1052- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “On the Resurrection Day a believer will be asked to watch the people,
and find out whoever has somehow helped him by feeding him, or giving him something to drink, etc. He
will then be allowed to take the hands of all the people who somehow helped him and take them all to

Heaven.”

1053- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever respects a believer it is as if he has respected God. Whoever
prays for his believing brother, God will fend off calamities from him and increase his share of daily
bread.”



1054~ Imam Ali (a.s) said: “Pay attention to your brothers as they will be useful for you in this world and
the Hereafter. Have you not heard God quote the residents of Hell: “Now, then, we have none to

intercede (for us), nor a single friend to feel (for us).” [The Holy Quran: Shu'araa 26:100-101]

1055- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “Even if you stay up for many nights for worship, and fast for many days and
make a sacrifice between the corner of the Kaba before the Black Stone (Hajar ul-Aswad), and the
Position of Abraham, God will resurrect you on the Resurrection Day with whomever or whatever you
love extremely. If it or they are supposed to be in Heaven, you will be in Heaven, and if it or they are to

be in Hell, you will be in Hell, too.”

1056- The Prophet (S) said: “Anyone who becomes friends with others for the sake of God, will attain a

rank in Heaven.”
1057- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is not fair to demand justice from your believing brothers.”

1058- A man went to see Salman Farsi and told him that someone had invited him for dinner. He said:
“Go greet him and ask him if | can bring all my companions with me.” The man went, and returned and
said: “Yes. Come with all
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your companions.” There were thirteen people in all. They went to the man's house and asked for
permission to enter. The host stepped out of his house, took Salman's hand, and directed them all into
the house. He asked Salman to sit down and asked the rest to sit on the right and left hands sides. The
weather was hot, so he unbuttoned his shirt and laughed. Then Salman laughed, and the others
laughed, too.

Then they asked why Salman had laughed. He said: “I heard God's Prophet say that God will look upon
whoever honors his Muslim brothers with Godly intentions. And whoever is looked upon by God will

never be punished.”

1059- Anas narrated that someone offered a roasted head of lamb to one of the companions of the
Prophet, but he turned it down and asked him to give it to someone else who needed it more than his
family. The man took the head of lamb to the other person, but he asked that it be given to someone
else, too. This was repeated with seven other people until it was finally given to the first man to whom it
was originally offered. Then the following verse was revealed:

“But give them preference over themselves, even though poverty was their (own lot). And those
saved from the covetousness of their own souls, -they are the ones that achieve prosperity.”
[The Holy Quran: Hashr 59:9]

1060- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Whoever hears gossip about another believer and defends him, God will
help him in this world and the Hereafter. But whoever hears gossip about another believer and can

defend him but does not do so, God will scare him in this world and the Hereafter.”

1061- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever objects to and
interrupts his Muslim brother has indeed violated his honor.”

1062- God's Prophet (S) said: “A believer is like a mirror for his believing brother and should remove his

troubles.”
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Chapter 2: On Etiquette

1063- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Moavieh ibn Vahaeb narrated that he asked Imam Sadiq (a.s):
“What is the proper way for us to treat others from our tribe and those who associate with us?” Imam
Sadiq (a.s) said: “Return to them what you are entrusted with. If they ask you to, witness on their behalf.

Visit their patients and attend their funeral processions.”

1064~ Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Gather together in the mosque, and wish for others what you wish for
yourselves. Are you not ashamed of not respecting your neighbor's rights while they respect your

rights?”

1065- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding the verse:
“For we see thou art one that doth good (to all).”
[The Holy Quran: Yusuf 12:36] “This verse refers to those who make room for their friends in meetings,

give loans to those in need, and help the weak.”

1066- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not do what you will later have to apologize for, since a believer does
not do anything for which he has to apologize. However a hypocrite always does wicked acts and
apologizes later.”



1067- Jabir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding the verse:

“Speak fair to the people.” [The Holy Quran: Baqgara 2:83]

“Tell the people the best things you like to be told about you, since God does not like those who swear,
slander or abuse the believers, nor does He like those who use obscene language or are stubborn

beggars. God loves those who are patient and virtuous.”
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1068- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Assist whomever you associate with as much as you can.”

1069- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever three believers get together, no two of them should whisper in

each others ears as this will hurt the third one.”

1070- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When your believing brother is not present, talk about him as you like him
to talk about you in a similar situation, and do not talk about things related to him which you do not like



him to talk about you in a similar situation. These are good deeds. Act like one who is certain to be

responsible for his deeds.”

1071- God's Prophet (S) said: “Everything about a believer is respectable, including his honor, his
wealth and his life.”

1072- God's Prophet (S) said: “Do not seek the flaws of the believers, since then God will seek your

flaws, and cause you public disgrace even if you are at home.”

1073- Imam Ali (a.s) said: “I prefer that you mediate between two people who have problems in their

relationship than to give two Durhams in charity.”

1074~ Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “It is forbidden to tell a lie, unless it is beneficial for a believer or is meant

to defend a believer's faith and religion.”

1075- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The type of charity that is loved by God is mediation between people who
are fighting with each other, and helping them get closer to each other when they are about to be

separated from each other.”
1076- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “All believers joke.”

1077- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Do not make fun of people because this will cause resentment

and yields animosity. This kind of action is like a minor insult.”

1078- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not make fun of people since it will ruin one's honor and dignity. The
Prophet's companions used to gather together and tell jokes until the following verse was revealed:
“Has not the time arrived for the Believers that their hearts in all humility should engage in the
remembrance of God.”

[The Holy Quran: Hadid 57:16] Then after the Prophet recited this verse they stopped their joking and

vain talk.”

1079- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “Yahya ibn Zacharia used to cry, and not laugh, but Jesus used to laugh
and cry. What Jesus did was better than what Yahya did.”
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1080- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer's laughter is just a smile.”

1081- We read in another tradition (narrated by Khalid ibn Tahman on the authority of Imam Kazim
(a.s)]: “Whenever you laugh loudly you should pray God not to get angry with you.”

1082- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Laughing without a cause for delight is due to ignorance.”



1083- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Laughing too much will eliminate faith.”

1084- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Call men by their family names in their presence, and their names in
their absence.”

1085- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “The rights of a believer over another believer include: to feed him when
he is hungry; to clothes him; to save him from trouble; to pay off his debts; and to take care of his family
if he dies.”

1086- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are seven rights for any
believer that are incumbent upon other believers to honor. All seven are obligatory. If you do not honor
any of these rights, you have left the domain of divine friendship and God's servitude.” He was asked

what these seven rights were. He replied: “The simplest right is that you should like for them what you

like for yourself, and dislike for them what you dislike for yourself.

The second right is that you must assist them in fulfilling their needs and please them and not act
against their words. The third right is that you must use your property, wealth, tongue, hands and feet to
assist them. The fourth right is that you must be like their eyes, their guide, their mirror, and their
clothing. The sixth right is that if you have a wife and a servant, and your (believing) brother does not,

you must send your maid to his house to wash his clothes, prepare his food and make ready his bed.

These are all established duties between you and him. The seventh right is that you must accept his
oath, go to visit him if he gets ill, and make all efforts to fulfill his needs. You should not let him beg you
for help, but immediately fulfill his needs. Once you do this, you tie his friendship and yours together,
and tie your friendship to God's friendship.”
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1087- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever is given a public responsibility, acts justly, opens the door of his
house to the people, draws the curtain aside and looks after the affairs of the people, God the Almighty

is bound not to frighten him, and let him enter Heaven in the Hereafter.”

1088- Mufaz'zil ibn Amr narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked: “What is the smallest right of a
believer over his believing brother?” He replied: “That he does not place a higher priority for himself on

what his believing brother needs more.”

1089- Whenever Imam Hassan's teacher came in, Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) told Imam Hassan: “Stand

up in respect for your master.”

1090- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever the head of a tribe comes to visit you, you should highly

respect him.”

1091- God's Prophet (S) said: “The reward of a believer who associates with the people and bears with
their harassment is more than one who does not participate in public gatherings and does not put up

with their hassles.”
1092- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Seek nearness to God by sympathizing with your believing brothers.”
1093- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer is more respectable than the Kaba.”

1094- God's Prophet (S) said: “When a man comes to see you, ask him his name and where he lives.

Asking these questions will help foster friendship.”

1095- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever believes in God and the Resurrection Day should not divulge
his Muslim brother's secrets to us.”



1096- Once when the Prophet of God (S) and one of his companions entered a reed bed and picked
two reeds, one was bent and the other one was straight. The Prophet gave the straight reed to his
companion, and kept the bent one for himself. The man said: “O' Prophet of God! You are more
deserving to have this one.” The Prophet (S) said: “Not at all. Any believer who spends even one hour
with a friend is held responsible and will be questioned in the Hereafter.”
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1097- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) told Ali ibn Yag'tayn: “If you promise to do just one thing, | will guarantee three
things for you.” He asked what these were. Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “| guarantee that you will never
experience the heat of iron1; you will never get poor; and you will never be imprisoned.” He asked what
he should do instead. Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “You should always respect any of my friends (of the Holy
Household) who comes to you.” Ali ibn Yaq'tayn promised to do so, and Imam Ridha’ (a.s) guaranteed
the above three.

1098- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “I advise you to fear God and tell the truth, to acquire piety and to strive to
worship God, and to abandon sins. Beware that whoever does not control his wrath does not belong to
our nation. So is one who does not honor friendship and is not a good friend, does not associate well,
disturbs his neighbors, hurts his companions, does not treat his friends well, and does not oppose the

one who tries to misguide him.

| advise you to piety, abstention, concealing of faith and hiding your secrets. | swear by God that when |
looked to the right and to the left, | saw people each going on their own way. | chose the right path from
among all that dirt and dust. You should also fear God while you have time since there is no power other

than God's Power.”

1099- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever forces his brother to do what is beyond his power has been
treacherous to God and His Prophet.”

1100- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever sweats while trying to fulfill the needs of his believing brother

will not be punished.”
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Chapter 3: On Seeking Permission to Enter

1101- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Say “In the name of God”
whenever you want to enter your room so Satan runs away. When you enter your house say greetings

so that blessings descend and the angels get accustomed to the residents of your house.”

1102- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Say: “in the name of God and by God” whenever you enter your house
and greet your family. If no one is at home say “In the name of God, and greetings upon God's Prophet
and his household, greetings on us and on the good servants of God.” Once you say this Satan will run

away from your house.”

1103- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever a man enters his house he should stamp the floor with his
shoes and clear his throat to let everybody know he has come and he does not see something

disgusting.”

1104- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding the verse:

“Enter not houses other than your own, until ye have asked permission and saluted those in
them: that is best for you.”

[The Holy Quran: Nur 24:27]

“Asking permission implies greeting and stamping the floor with your shoes at the time you want to enter

the house.”
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1105- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “After you are granted permission to enter a house, greet first (by saying
one of the names of God). You must ask permission to enter from outside the door where you cannot
see anything inside since you are ordered to seek permission to enter just for what you might see. You
must seek permission to enter three times. Enter whenever they granted permission, but return
immediately if they ask you to return. The first time is to let the residents of the house hear your request.
The second request is to let them cover up their body to meet the veiling requirements, and the third
request is to give them a chance to grant permission to enter or deny it. If they do not grant permission

to enter, you must immediately return.”

1106- Whenever God's Prophet (S) went to someone's door, he would not leave until he greeted the

residents of the house three times so as to seek permission to enter.

1107- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever your slaves who work in your house or those who have not
reached puberty want to enter the house they should seek permission to enter three times. Even adults
who want to enter and see their mother, or sister or aunt, etc. should ask for permission to enter, and it
should not suffice them to seek permission. And they should greet the residents since this is a form of

obedience to God.”

1108- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding the Almighty God's statement:

“O'ye who believe! Let those whom your right hands possess, and the (children) among you who
have not come of age ask you permission (before they come to your presence), on three
occasions”

[The Holy Quran: Nur 24:58]

“This refers to the male or female servants or young children who have not reached puberty. They
should seek permission to enter on three occasions: After the night prayer which is the time to sleep,
and “the while ye doff your clothes for the noon day heat” and “before morning prayer.” Your servants

need not ask for permission to enter at other times.”
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1109- Jabir ibn Abdullah (al-Ansari) narrated that the Prophet of God (S) left his house and went
towards the Blessed Fatima's house while he accompanied him. When they reached her house, the
Prophet put his hand on the door and shook it and said: “Peace be upon you.” Fatima said: “O' Prophet
of God! Peace be upon you.” God's Prophet (S) said: “Can | enter?” She said: “O' Prophet of God!
Come in please.” The Prophet (S) said: “Can my companion and | enter?” She said: “O' Prophet of God!

| do not have a scarf.”

The Prophet (S) said: “Just use the cloth that you are holding in your hands as a scarf.” She did that.
Then the Prophet (S) said: “Peace be upon you.” She said: “O' Prophet of God! Peace be upon you.”
The Prophet (S) said: “Can | enter?” She said: “O' Prophet of God! Yes.” He asked: “Can my
companion and | enter?” She said: “Yes. You and your companion can enter.” Jabir narrated that first
the Prophet entered and then he entered the house. At this moment they saw that the Blessed Fatima
(a.s) was pale yellow like the color of the stomach of a locust. The Prophet asked: “Why is your face

yellow?”

She said: “O' Prophet of God! It is due to hunger.” The Prophet (S) said: “O' God who make the hungry
ones full, and eliminate destruction! Please make Fatima the daughter of Muhammad full.” Jabir added
that at this time he suddenly saw an inrush of blood started from Fatima's forehead under her skin and

her face turned red, and she never again got hungry after that prayer.

1110- Hamzat ibn Hamran narrated that he and Hassan al-Attar went to see Imam Sadiq (a.s). They
greeted, and the Imam (a.s) greeted back. They waited to receive permission to enter. Then Imam Sadiq
(a.s) asked: “Why do you not enter? Did | not grant you permission to enter? Is not my greeting back
permission for you to enter? O' people of Iraq! Why are you surprised? That first permission is enough.”
In another tradition we read that Imam Ali (a.s) sought permission to enter even from the free non-
Muslims living in Muslim countries who, in return for paying the capital tax, enjoyed protection and

safety.



1111- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A man should seek permission to enter the house of his married daughter

and sister.”
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1112- Umm Salamah narrated: “One morning Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) came and knocked at our door.
God's Prophet (S) asked me to get up and open the door. | opened the door, but Imam Ali (a.s) held the
door so that it did not open wide and he could not see me. | went to my room and he requested

permission to enter and entered the house when permission was granted.”
1112, ol 338 ool sual clo liosy yow i —lgall i ladl i go EiSo i ysh jun é dalls e

Yy lus oy o in Ol gisliaay 3al [l of cunias] Ol 4 gaisdli gasd 10 alll Sy, JU 1ol
sallalad o Jaud il (gyua Moy KA.

Chapter 4: On Greeting and Hugging

1113- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagqir (a.s) said: “Greet others as God has ordained. In

fact, divine greeting do not reach the oppressors2.”

1114- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Greet and shake hands when you



meet each other, and seek God's forgiveness when you depart.”

1115- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Greet aloud whenever you want to greet. Do not say they did not reply,
since they may have not heard you. Also reply aloud when you want to respond to someone who is
greeting so he does not say he greeted and no one replied.” He then added: “Imam Ali (a.s) said: Do not
get angry. Do not make others angry. Greet aloud. Speak fair to the people. Pray at night when others
are asleep so that you can safely enter Heaven. Then he recited:

“The Source of Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety.”

[The Holy Quran: Hashr 59:23]

1116- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are seventy benefits associated with greeting, sixty-nine
of which are for the one who greets first, and the last one is for the one who greets in return.”

1117- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Greeting one you see is a form of humbleness.”
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1118- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A miser is one who is stingy about greeting.”



1119- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One who is riding should greet those who are not riding, one who is
walking should greet those who are sitting. When a small group of people meet a larger group, those in

the smaller group should greet first, and when one meets a group of people, he should greet first.”

1120- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The people in a smaller group should greet those in a larger group.
Those who are riding should greet those who walk. Those who are riding a horse should greet those

who ride a mule, and those who are riding a mule should greet those who are riding a donkey.”

1121- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever one of the people in a group greets you, it suffices for the
group. And whenever someone greets a group and one of the people in that group greets in return, it
suffices for the group.”

1122- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever says “Greetings to you” ten good marks will be recorded for
him. Whoever says “Greetings and God's Mercy be upon you”, twenty good marks will be recorded for
him. And whoever says “Greetings and God's Mercy and His blessings be upon you”, thirty good marks

will be recorded for him.”

1123- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God's Prophet (S) used to greet women and return their greetings. Ameer
al-Momineen used to greet women and return their greetings, but did not like to greet young women and
said that he was afraid that hearing their voices might cause him to go into a state of mind which brings

him more loss than the reward he expected to get from greeting them.”
1124- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever one of you get up to leave a meeting, say “Salam” to depart.”

1125- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever you meet one of your believing brothers, greet him and shake
hands. God the Almighty respects the angels for greeting, and you should follow the angels in this

respect.”
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1126- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “God's Prophet (S)
forbade greeting four people: a drunk person, a sculptor, one who throws dice and one who gambles. |
will add one case and forbid you to greet one who plays chess.”

1127- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Do not greet Jews, Christians, Magians (adherents to Mazdaism), idol
worshippers or those who are drinking alcoholic beverages. Do not greet those who play chess, with
dice, or men who behave like women do, poets who accuse married women, or one who is praying since
he cannot greet in return. Greeting is recommended, but its reply is obligatory. Do not greet usurers,
those who are in the toilet or are bathing or corrupt people who display their corruption.”

1128- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “There are six groups of people who do not deserve to be
greeted, and there are six acts which are those that the people of Lot did. Those who do not deserve to
be greeted are: Jews, Christians, chess players, dice players; people of alcohol (alcoholics), Barbat and
Tanbour3, those who joke around by swearing at each other's mother, and poets. The following are
things that the people of Lot did: shooting round bullets using a kind of sling4; chewing gum; leaving their
shirt's unbuttoned (so that their chest is seen).”

1129- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever a Christian, a Jew or an Infidel greets you just say “to you”.

1130- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Do not initiate greeting to the people of the Book, but whenever

» »

they greet you just say “Alaykum” meaning “be upon you”.
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1131- (Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted that) Imam Sadiq (a.s) was asked about how to pray for the Jews and
the Christians. He said: “Say may God bless you in this world.”

1132- Al-Ays ibn al-Qasim asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) how to greet the people of the Book when writing a
letter. He said: “Write:

“And Peace to all who follow guidance’

[The Holy Quran: Ta-Ha 20:47] in the beginning, and write:

“And Peace on the apostles. And Praise to God, the Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds”

[The Holy Quran: Saffat 37:181-182] at the end of the letter.”

1133- Zaerih asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) about greeting the Jews and the Christians, and responding to
their letters. Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that it is not recommended to respond to their letters.

1134- God's Prophet (S) said: “Do not invite anyone to eat food with you unless he greets you.”

1135- God's Prophet (S) said: ““Salam” is one of the names of God. Make it common among you by
greeting each other. If one greets a group of people and they do not respond, the One who is better and
purer than them will respond.”

1136- God's Prophet (S) said: “I swear by the Lord who has control over my life that you shall not enter
Heaven unless you believe. You will not believe unless you love each other. Do you want me to tell you
what to do to help you love each other? Establish saying “Salam” (peace, greetings, hello) as the official

way to greet each other.”



1137- In Al-Ferdows it is narrated that Gods' Prophet asked al-Fazl ibn Abbas if he knew the meaning
of “Peace be upon you.” The Prophet explained: “Whenever a man says “Peace and God's Mercy be
upon you” to another man, it means that he has pledged to God not to gossip about him, not to find
faults in what he says, not to seek his faults. Whenever the other man responds by saying “And peace
and God's Mercy and His Blessings be upon you”, it means that he makes the same pledge to God plus

hoping for God's Mercy upon you, and also takes God as a witness to them.”

1138- In Al-Libas it is narrated that someone asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) how women should greet others
when they enter a meeting. The Imam (a.s) said: “Women should say “Upon you be peace” and men

should say “Peace be upon you.”
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1139- In Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “The basis of humbleness is
to greet whoever you see, respond to whoever greets you, sit in the lower ranks in a meeting, and not

get pleased with people admiring you.”

1140- God's Prophet (S) said: “The most incapable ones are those who are incapable of supplication,

and the most stingy ones are those who are stingy about greeting.”

1141- Am'mar ibn Yaser may God bless him said: “Whoever possesses the collection of the following

three has acquired faith: charity at times of poverty, self-sacrifice, and greeting everyone.”

1142- Ali ibn Abi Hamzeh asked Imam Sadiq (a.s): “Should we greet those who are buried in graves?”
He replied “Yes.” He asked how. Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Say: Peace be upon you, men and women,

residents of grave. You went before us, and we will join you soon.”
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Chapter 5: On Shaking Hands and Kissing

1143- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever you meet one of your
believing brothers, greet him and shake hands. God the Almighty respects the angels for greeting, and

you should follow the angels in this respect.”

1144- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Shaking hands has the same reward as that of those who immigrate for

the sake of God.”



1145- Abi Obeydeh al-Haz'za narrated that once when he was travelling with Imam Bagir (a.s), the
Imam (a.s) would shake hands with him whenever he got off his camel for some reason, and got back
on. He asked Imam Bagir (a.s) the reason. Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Whenever two believers shake

hands, they will leave each other without any sins.”

1146~ Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever two men shake hands, the reward of the one who initiates the
handshake is more than the other one. Also know that due to the handshaking, all the sins will be

eliminated, and no sin will remain.”

1147- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God's Prophet was never the first man to withdraw his hands when he
shook hands with other men.”

1148- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God's Prophet never allowed a man to shake hands with a woman, even

if she was an old woman.”
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1149- Ishaq ibn Am'mar narrated that once a man asked Imam Sadiq (a.s): “What is the reward of two
believers who hug each other when they meet one another.” He replied: “When they hug each other,
they will be encompassed with Mercy, and if they do this for God's sake, and they have no material

intentions for so doing, they will be told: “God blesses you. Do it again.”

When they get close to one another and talk, the angels will tell each other: “Let's go away. They are
having a private conversation, and God will keep their secrets.” Ishaq asked the Imam (a.s): “Will there
be nothing recorded even though the Almighty God said:

“Not a word does he utter but there is a sentinel by him, ready (to note it).”

[The Holy Quran: Qaf 50:18]

Then the Imam sighed, tears flowed from his eyes and his beard got wet, and he said: “When two
believers meet each other God orders the angels to respect them and maintain their distance. This is the
honor of the two believers. Even though the angels do not hear them and do not record anything, God

who is aware of their hidden words and deeds knows what they say and records it.”

1150- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The speed of development of mutual feelings between two good people
when they meet is similar to that of combining rain water with river water even if they do not verbally
express their friendship. However, the distance between wicked people when they meet each other-
even if they verbally express their friendship-is similar to the lack of feelings of the four-legged animals,

even if they spend a lot of time eating grass together in a field.”

1151- Abi Basir asked the Imam (a.s) about a Muslim shaking hand with Jews or Christians. He said: “It
is fine if you shake hands with some cloth in between, but if they touch your hands, wash them.”

1152- In another tradition we read: “If you do not find any water, rub your hands against a wall.”

1153- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You believers have spiritual illumination by which you can be recognized.

When one of you meets the other, he kisses just that light spot on the forehead.”
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1154- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “It is not proper to kiss a girl once she reaches the age of six.”
1155- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You are only allowed to kiss your small child and your wife on the lips.”

1156- A man kissed Imam Sadiq (a.s)'s hand. Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “This is only allowed for the

Prophet or those under special consideration of the Prophet.”

1157- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “It is fine to kiss your relatives whom you cannot marry. You can kiss your

brother on his cheeks and kiss your leaders on the forehead.”

1158- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You believers have a spiritual illumination by which you can be
recognized. Whenever you want to shake hands with one another, you can see the light in the other

one's face when you greet each other.”

1159- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When Abraham -the friend of the Merciful (a.s) was seeking a pasture for
his sheep in Mount Bayt al-Mughadas, he heard a voice. When he looked more carefully he saw a man
who was nearly twelve-hand spans (or feet) tall standing in prayer. Abraham said: “O' servant of God!

Who are you praying to?” The man said: “To the Lord of the heavens.”

Abraham (a.s) asked: “Do you have any relatives?” He said: “No.” Abraham asked: “Then what do you
eat?” He said: “I save the fruits of the trees in the summer, and eat them in the winter.” Abraham asked:
“Where do you live?” He said: “On the mountain.” Abraham said: “Can | spend the night in your house?”
The man said: “There is a hard to cross river on the way which we must cross.” Abraham asked: “How
do you cross it?” The man said: “l walk on top of the water.” Abraham said: “Let's go. Maybe God will

grant me what He has granted you.”

The worshipping man took Abraham's hand, and went to the river, and both walked on top of that river
and crossed it. Then they both went to his house. Abraham asked the man: “Which day is the greatest



day?” He said: “That on which the people get closer to each other.” Abraham said: “Do you want us
both to raise our hands in prayer for God to protect us from the evils of that day?” He said: “What do you

have to do with my praying? | swear by God that | have been praying for three years now but God
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does not fulfill my prayers.” Abraham said: “Do you want me to tell you why your prayers are not
answered?” He said: “Yes.” Abraham said: “God does not fulfill the prayers of one who prays and whom
God loves so that he continues to pray and ask Him for what he needs. But when God does not like
someone, He will immediately fulfill his needs so he does not pray again, or He makes him give up all

hope in praying.”

Then Abraham asked him what he had asked for. He said: “A young fellow passed by here with some
sheep. | asked him who owned the sheep. He said “They belong to Abraham, the friend of the Merciful.”
Then he said: “I prayed to God to show me His friend on the Earth if He has any.” Abraham said: “Your
prayer has been responded to since | am Abraham, the friend of the Merciful.” Then he hugged him.

Hugging became a tradition from this time on. Shaking hands became a tradition after the Prophet



Muhammad's appointment.”

1160- Zeriq narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Shaking hands with a believer has one thousand

rewards.”

1161- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his noble father (a.s) on the authority of Imam Ali

(a.s): “Do not greet women.”

1162- Ibn Abi Omir's sisters narrated that they went to see Imam Sadiq (a.s) and asked him: “Can a
woman visit her believing brothers?” He said: “Yes.” Then they asked: “Can they shake hands with

him?” He said: “It is fine if their hands are covered with cloth. When the women were swearing their
allegiance to God's Prophet, the Prophet had pulled his hands into his sleeves, and they touched his

sleeves.”

1163- Imam Jawad (a.s) said: “When the women wanted to swear allegiance to the Prophet of God (S),
he would put his hand in a pan of water and they would immerse their hands in the same pan of water.
This is how they expressed their faith in God, and acknowledged His Prophet, and accepted the religious

laws of Islam:

1164~ In another tradition we read: “The Prophet of God (S) called the women, placed his hand in a pan
of water and removed it, and then asked them to place their hands in the pan of water to swear

allegiance to him.”
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1165- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding the Almighty God's statement:
“Will not disobey thee in any just matter”
[The Holy Quran: Mumtahana 60: 12]

“This means that you should not go haywire at times of calamity. You should not tear your clothing,
scratch your face, scream and holler, sit by a grave crying aloud, wear black clothes, or mess up your

hair.”
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Chapter 6: On Sitting

1166- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The Prophet of God sat facing the Qibla

2

—The direction to which Muslims turn in prayer towards the House of God in Mecca— most of the time.’

1167- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever the Prophet of God (S) entered a house, he sat in the place
closest to the exit. Sometimes he sat on his shanks, and held his knees with his hands. Sometimes he

bent one leg and crossed his other leg over it. He was never seen sitting with his legs crossed.

1168- Him'mad ibn Uthman said: “| saw Imam Sadiq (a.s) sitting by the door of his house facing the
Qibla.”

1169- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer’s private zone (when sitting somewhere) in the summer is as

much as the span between the two hands (or nearly six feet).”

1170- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever enters a meeting and just sits down somewhere without
considering his rank or position will be blessed by the Almighty and the angels as long as he is sitting

there.”
1171- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer's sitting in the mosque is like being prepared for going to war.”

1172- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Three things will prove your
friendship to your Muslim brother: Welcoming him warmly, making room for him in meetings when he

arrives, and calling him by his dearest names.”
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1173- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Staying in the mosque is the
Arab form of monasticism. The mosque is a believer's social gathering place, but his monastery is his
house.”

1174- God's Prophet (S) said: “In meetings do not force your believing brothers to get up from their
place so you can sit there yourself.”

1175- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever you are in the presence of a teacher or in a scientific meeting,

sit in an orderly fashion by sitting in rows. Do not sit in a random fashion like the ignorant people did.”

1176~ The Prophet of God (S) advised Abu Dharr: “Whoever loves the people to stand in front of him (to



respect him) will be burnt in the Fire.”

1177- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever you enter a meeting say “Praise and thanks to You. There is
no god but You. Forgive me. To You | turn in repentance” three times. If the meeting is a good one, this
is like a seal of its approval, but if this meeting was bad this meeting, this act is like an expiation for

being in that meeting.”

1178- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever you enter a meeting, greet others. Do not leave the meeting in
the middle of it. When you get up to leave say Salam since the first greeting does not suffice and you

must say Salam for farewell as well.”

1179- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Associating with three groups of
people will spoil the heart: associating with mean people, talking with women and associating with the

rich people.”

1180- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) passed by a mosque which had thick extruding bases (like benches),
so he ordered these extrusions to be removed. Then again the extrusions were rebuilt (by others) and

he ordered them to be removed again.

This was repeated for three times. Then he addressed those sitting on these benches that “If you must
(sit here), then lower your eyes and hands (do not watch others), take back the lost ones (could mean
the animals/camels that have gone astray) and guide the people to their destinations. In short be useful,

if you must sit around.”
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1181- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is a way (trick) to protect (push away) yourself from everything,
and the trick for believing brothers is relocation. Whenever a believer enters a meeting, he should sit in
the nearest available seating. It is a sign of being feeble-minded to climb over the people to get to a

better position in the meeting.”

1182- God's Prophet (S) said: “When the people got settled in a meeting, and someone offers a place to
his believing brother to sit, he should accept. But if there is no room available, he should wait until a
place becomes available for him to sit.”

1183- God's Prophet (S) said: “Making room in a meeting for your believing brothers to sit is better than

freeing a slave.”

1184- God's Prophet (S) said: “Only make room in meetings for three groups of people to sit: old people
due to their age, scientists due to their knowledge, and the King due to his being the King!”
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Chapter 7: On Sneezing

1185- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Sneezing is divine, but yawning is Satanic.”

1186- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Sneezing is good and useful for the body, and makes one remember
God.” Someone said: “There are some who say God's Prophet (S) never sneezed.” Imam Bagir (a.s)

said: “Whoever lies will not benefit from Muhammad's intercession.”

1187- A man sneezed near Imam Sadiq (a.s) and said: “Praise be to God, and peace be upon
Muhammad, the Prophet of God.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “You said what was rightfully due to God and
the Prophet. What about us?”

1188- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever the Prophet of God (S) sneezed, Imam Ali (a.s) said: “May
God exalt your name, and indeed He will”. Whenever Imam Ali (a.s) sneezed, the Prophet (S) said:

“May God raise your position, and indeed He will.”

1189- Sa'd ibn Abi Khalaf narrated that whenever Imam Bagir (a.s) sneezed, they told him “May God
bless you” and he said: “May God forgive and bless you.” Whenever someone sneezed, Imam Bagir

(a.s) said: “May God bless you.”

1190- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “God will cure the ear-aches and tooth-aches of whoever

sneezes and says: “Praise be to the Lord of the two Worlds under all circumstances.”

1191- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Pray three times for whoever sneezes, then leave him.”
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1192- Abdul-Rahman ibn Abi Najran narrated that once a Christian man sneezed near Imam Sadiq
(a.s). Those present said: “May God guide you.” Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “May God bless you.” They
said: “He is a Christian. Why do you say this?” He replied: “God will not guide him unless He blesses
him.”

1193- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever one sneezes while he is talking, this is a sign that he is telling
the truth.”

1194- Moavieh ibn Am'mar asked Imam Sadiq (a.s) regarding the Almighty God's statement: “Lower thy
voice.” [The Holy Quran: Lugman 31:19]

Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “This implies that you should not sneeze aloud or talk in a high tone of voice at

war unless you are inviting the people to follow God.”

1195- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “When an ill person sneezes it is a sign of improvement and physical
health.”
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Chapter 8: On Associating with Each Other

1196- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Associating with each other on
Fridays is accompanied by visiting and grace. They asked him what is meant by grace. He said: “They
go to visit each other after they perform the congregational prayers.”

1197- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “You receive the reward of the pilgrims for your making

associations.”

1198- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “Whoever visits his believing brother for the sake of God will be
accompanied by seventy thousand angels, and an angel will say “You did a good act, may you enjoy
Heaven” from his behind his back. When he shakes hands with him, he will be immersed in God's

Mercy.”

1199- God's Prophet (S) said: “An angel saw a man standing at the door of a house, and asked: “O'
Servant of God! Why are you standing here?” The man replied: “I know a believing brother in this house,
and | am waiting for him to come out and greet him.” The angel asked: “Are you his relative, or do you

need something?” He replied: “I do not need anything.

| have made a pact of brotherhood with him in the way of God. Besides being Muslims, we have no
close ties.” The angel said: “l am sent to you from God. He greets you and says: “You have indeed
come to visit Me. Now | will grant entrance to Heaven to you, and save you from the Fire of Hell for your
love for Me.”

1200- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Whoever eagerly goes to visit his believing brother for God's sake, it is as

if he has visited God. God will grant him whatever he wants when he shakes hands with him.”
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1201- Hisham ibn Salim said: “One day when Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) went out along with his
companions. He was riding his horse, but noticed that his companions were walking. He asked them if
they had something to do with him. They replied in the negative and said that they just wanted to be with

him.

He then asked them to ride their horses, since accompanying one who is riding on foot will corrupt the
one who is riding and humiliate those who are walking.” Hisham ibn Salim said that another time God's
Prophet (S) left with them and they did the same thing. The Prophet (S) said to them: “Return since the

sound of shoes stamping on the ground from behind will corrupt one’s heart if he is foolish.”

1202- God the Almighty said: “I love those who make friends with each other, associate with each other

or visit each other for My sake.”

1203- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “God has a garden in Heaven into which no one can enter, but those who
judge themselves rightly, visit their believing brothers for the sake of God, or prefer their believing

brothers over themselves for God's sake.”

1204- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Separation should not exceed

three days.”

1205- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Imam Hassan (a.s) and Imam Hussein (a.s) were not on speaking terms

with each other. Once Muhammad ibn Hanifeh went to see Imam Hussein (a.s) and asked: “Why do you



not go to see Imam Hassan (a.s). He is older than you are.” Imam Hussein (a.s) said: “I heard from my
grandfather-the Prophet of God- that whenever two break off relations, God will take to Heaven the one
who first goes to greet the other one to make up. | do not want to go to Heaven sooner than my brother.”
Then Muhammad ibn Hanifeh went to Imam Hassan (a.s) and told him what Imam Hussein (a.s) had

said: “He said: “He is right. Let's go to see him.”

1206- God's Prophet (S) told Abazar: “O' Abazar! Do not break up with your religious brothers, since it is
not proper. Avoid it, but if you were forced to do so, do not let it exceed three full days, since whoever
dies during these three days while he is not on speaking terms with his believing brother deserves the

Fire (of Hell).”
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1207- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever two men break off their relations, one or even both will
deserve a divine curse. Mutab said: “May | be your devoted servant! If one is the oppressor, why should

God curse the one who is oppressed?” Imam Sadiq (a.s) replied: “Because he does not try to invite the



other one to improve himself. He is not ready to speak with him.

| heard my father say “Whenever two people fight, and one is defeated, the one who is defeated should
go to his brother and tell him that he himself is the oppressor, so that they do not break their relations.
This is because God the Almighty will take the right of the oppressed one from the oppressor Himself.”

1208- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The relationship between believing brothers is established through visiting

each other, and can be continued by writing letters when they travel.”

1209- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever you start to go to visit your believing brother, God will forgive

your sins and fulfill your needs for this world and the Hereafter before you return.”
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Chapter 9: On Becoming Friends

1210- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S):
“Try to seek doubtful points in order to block the execution of final divine criminal punishments. Forgive

the slippage of the noble ones unless they deserve punishment according to divine ordinances.”

1211- Imam Hassan (a.s) was questioned about manliness. He said: “Manliness is equal to guarding
one's religion, running one’s affairs, using good temper to solve problems, promoting peace, talking

gently, and friendship with people.”

1212- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “There are three kinds of hands:
those which beg; those which are beneficial and those which are thrifty. The hands which are beneficial

are the best ones.”

1213~ Al-Sokuni told Imam Bagir (a.s): “How should | divide something and give it to my friends?” Imam
Bagir (a.s) said: “Give to those who are religious, jurisprudent and nobler.”



1214- Abdullah ibn San'an narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Blessed be —Tooba- the one who is not
known by the people, but he knows the people. And blessed be the one who physically associates with
the people but does not wholeheartedly agrees with their deeds. The people have only known him on
the surface, but he has known them deeply.”
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1215- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S) that the Almighty God said: “The
most delightful friend of Mine is one who is poor and has a simple life. He best performs his worshipping
in private. He is known by the people, and is content with the minimum daily bread. He does not leave

much inheritance behind, and only a few will cry over his death.”

1216- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Sadiq (a.s): “There are occasions when one
tells the truth about his believing brother, but this act hurts his believing brother and to God it is as if he
has lied. There are also occasions when one wants to bring some benefit to his believing brother and
lies, but to God it is as if has told the truth.”



1217- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The reward for eliminating the cause of a Muslim's sorrow is more than

the reward for praying and fasting, and this is the best way to approach God.”

1218- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will grant seventy-three rewards to whomever eliminates the cause
of a Muslim's sorrow or a believers sadness. He will save seventy-two of those rewards for him, and

grant him one reward immediately.”
1219- God's Prophet (S) said: “Assisting the weak is the best form of charity.”

1220- God's Prophet (S) said: “God has ordered me to treat the people with kindness just as He has
ordered me to do what is obligatory.”

1221- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said the following regarding the Almighty God's statement:
“For We see thou art one that doth good (to all)”
[The Holy Quran: Yusuf 12:36]

“This refers to the Prophet of God who made room for whomever entered their meetings, obtained loans

for the needy, and helped the poor.”

1222- Abdullah ibn Ajlan quoted on the authority of al-Sokuni that someone told Imam Bagir (a.s): “How
should | sometimes divide something | want to give my friends.” The Imam (a.s) replied: “Use their
superiority in religiousness, knowledge and jurisprudence as measures of priority to divide it between

them.”

1215, Gha 15 Jlall ciuia o) guie Ulsl el e 5] 2 Jlas atll J 0 4l Jgusy JU 2 L3l e
wSlgr iy ailyi J88 wle tle s BUS 483, Jaa ulill 8 Lasle oIS cuall & 4 sule ol

1216. 55<ud &uie il e daus oo dlisd aal e soad o ll 51 adll e il JU :J6 Lsyll e
lolin all aie osSid dimdis 4 ayp uaf e SIS Jayll &l call aie LIS,

1217. 44 580 Lo Jumil sag clidin s clogen oo Tral oliel (e {5 yal £ S udi (B alll wge 4 e
all It sball

1218, cppars orisil 4 5230 dany cyparws G d Wl S cyede &8 S of Gligd wlaf o :Jl die

ZAAIJ‘LIJ;.LJ E.AA).

1219, ziall (hel po Cipaall dlige 1 €] 0 Jill e



1220. aailyill elsly gisal WS Gulidl 815y iy ginel 10 JB.

1221, (glinall (o5t s curlall st oIS 1S Gyl Go 31 612 atll Js 8 aill e o e
‘—é-.‘.-’-‘-.é-”g’)-.‘.-’-.'ij-

1222, oy el alaiol e o) Eualad Loy sinn ¥ &l 16 gsSaall e oMae o 4lll age e
dlly il ouall 35 ymgll e pabael sl Spprbe] .

1223- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One of God's treasures is covering up your needs.”

1224- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “If a believer takes his problems or needs to an infidel or one who

opposes his religion, it is as if he has made a complaint to God the Almighty.”

1225- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “O' Alit Needs are what God has

entrusted His creatures with. Whoever covers up his needs will be granted the reward of one who prays
for God. If he expresses his needs near one who can fulfill them but that person does not do so, then it

is as if he has been killed, not by a sword, gun or bow and arrow but by shooting him in the heart.”

1226- God's Prophet (S) said: “You can never please the people with your wealth. Therefore use good

temper to please the people.”

1227- The Prophet of God (S) said: “The best believer is one with the best temper. The best person is
one who is best for the people and the most useful person is one who is most useful for the people.”

1228- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Do not approach or make friends with the fools, the misers, the cowards,
or the liars. Fools will harm you instead of benefiting you. Misers will take things from you and not give
you anything in return. Cowards will run away from you and their parents. Liars will testify but will not tell
the truth.”

1229- The Prophet (S) told Imam Hussein (a.s): “Perform what is divinely obligatory to be the most
virtuous, be content with what is divinely destined to be the most self-sufficient. Avoid the divinely
forbidden to be the most pious. Treat your neighbors kindly to be among the believers, and treat your

companions with kindness to be a Muslim.”

1230- God's Prophet (S) said: “Associating with religious people results in honor in this world and the

Hereafter.”

1231- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not totally trust your believing brothers, since you can never recover

from a blow from one who knows all your secrets.”
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1232- In Elal al-Sharayeh it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God's Prophet made an
appointment with someone next to a boulder, and told him he would stay there until he returned. The
sun was shining on the Prophet. His companions asked him why he did not move to where there was
shade. He replied: “| made an appointment with him here. If he does not come, he will remain in the

Heat in the Hereafter.”
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Chapter 10: On the Rights of the Neighbors

1233- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Do you know what the rights of
the neighbors are? Beware, you only know a little about the rights of the neighbors. One whose neighbor
is not secure from him, has not believed in God and the Hereafter. He should give him a loan whenever
he requests one. He should congratulate him whenever something good happens to him, and he should
condole him whenever something bad happens to him. He should not build his house so high that his

neighbor's house cannot get any fresh air, unless he gets permission.

He should give him fruit whenever he needs any. If he does not give it in public, he should send it in
private. He should not give his kids any toys with which they might bother the neighbor.” Then the
Prophet added: “Neighbors are divided into three groups. Some have three rights: Islam, being
neighbors and being relatives. Some have two rights: Islam, and being neighbors. But some have only

one right. They are infidels who only have the right of being neighbors.”

1234- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever sleeps with a full stomach but his neighbors are hungry is not a

believer.”

1235- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will deprive whoever hurts his neighbors of the scent of Heaven. He
will be placed in Hell. What a bad place it is. Whoever violates the rights of his neighbors does not

belong to our nation.”

1236- God's Prophet (S) said: “Gabriel advised me on the rights of neighbors so much that | thought
soon they would be declared to be partners in my inheritance.”
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1237- God's Prophet (S) said: “In the Hereafter God will forgive the flaws of whoever forgives the flaws
of his neighbors. Whoever is careful about what he eats and guards his chastity will be like a beautiful
angel in the Hereafter. A house will be built in Heaven for whoever frees a believing slave.”

1238- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Being good with neighbors is a cause of

extended life and expansion of buildings.”

1239- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said:; “Not bothering your neighbors is not being good to your neighbors.
Rather being patient with the neighbors bothering you is being a good neighbor.”

1240- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A believer is one whose neighbors are secure from his oppression and

maltreatment.”

1241- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A man complained to God's Prophet (S) about his neighbor. The Prophet
(S) turned his face away. The man did it again but the Prophet paid no attention to him. He complained
for the third time. This time the Prophet looked at Imam Ali (a.s), Salman and Meghdad and said: “Go

and announce that God and His angels damn whoever bothers his neighbors.”

1242- In the Battle of Tabuk God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever has bothered his neighbors should not

accompany us.”
1243- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever believes in God and the Hereafter will not hurt his neighbors.”

1244- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever dies and has three neighbors who are all pleased with him will
be forgiven.”

1245- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “I seek refuge in God from a bad
neighbor who watches your house carefully. He will be upset if something good happens to you, and will

be pleased if something bad happens to you.”



1246- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The prayer of those who pray to get rid of their neighbors shall not be
responded to, since God has established a way to escape from this situation. He can sell his house and

move to another location.”
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1247- The Prophet (S) was told: “There is a woman who fasts in the daytime and prays at night and

always gives charity, but verbally bothers her neighbor.” The Prophet (S) said: “Her deeds are of no use.



She shall go to Hell.” They said: “There is another woman who fasts during the Holy month of Ramazan -
-month of fasting- and does her obligatory prayers but does not disturb her neighbor.” The Prophet

(S)said: “She shall go to Heaven.”

1248- God's Prophet (S) ordered Imam Ali (a.s), Salman and Meghdad to each go to one region and

announce that the neighbors' rights span out to forty houses away.”

1249- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There have been, and there will be no Prophets or believers without a

neighbor who bothers them.”

1250- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three problems which believers always face, even sometimes
all at once. Either a person with whom he lives in the same house will close the door and not let him in,
or there is a neighbor who will bother him, or someone will bother him on his way to work. Even if a
believer lives on top of a mountain, God will appoint a Satan to disturb him. God will designate a

companion for him by using his faith so that he does not fear anyone.”

1251- Imam Bagjir (a.s) quoted God's Prophet (S): “The one whose neighbors are not secure from his

harm is not a believer.”

1252- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God's Prophet (S) ordered Imam Ali (a.s), Salman and Abazar to loudly
announce: “Whoever whose neighbors are not secure from his harm is not a believer.” They announced
that three times. He then pointed with his hand to stress that neighbors include forty houses on the right,
on the left, in front and in the back.

1253- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When Benjamin left Jacob, Jacob said: “O' God! Will you not have Mercy
on me? You took my sight, and my son.” The Almighty God revealed: “I would have even resurrected
them to be at your side if they had died. But remember the sheep you slaughtered, cooked and ate while

your neighbor was fasting, and you did not give him any.”
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1254- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Then Jacob ordered it to be announced within a distance of six kilometers

that whoever wants to eat can come to dine at Jacob's house every night.”

1255- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “One of the back-breaking calamities is a bad neighbor who will cover up

your good acts and divulge your bad deeds.”
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Chapter 11: On Patience, and Controlling One's Anger

1256- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “The Almighty God loves shy and patient

people.”

1257- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “God has not honored any

ignorant people, nor has He humiliated any patient people.”

1258- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) asked Imam Hussein (a.s): “My dear son! What is patience?” He

replied: “It is controlling your anger and maintaining your self-control.”



1259- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) told a man from Qum: “Fear God, be quiet, persevere and be patient since no

one can attain the position of God's servitude unless he is patient.”
1260- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Whoever is not patient is not sane.”

1261- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of Imam Sajjad (a.s): “I like men who are patient when
they get angry.”

1262- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Nothing is dearer to God the Almighty than quenching your anger with
patience.”
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1263- The brother of Himad ibn Bashir narrated that he was in a meeting with Abdullah ibn al-Hassan



and his brother al-Hassan ibn al-Hassan. They started to talk about Imam Sadiq (a.s) and Hassan said
some false things regarding Imam Sadiq (a.s). The brother of Himad ibn Bashir left the meeting and

went to see Imam Sadiq (a.s) at bedtime, and described what had happened.

Imam asked his maid to bring water. He made ablution, said two units of prayer in the mosque in his
house and then said: “O' God! He tells me of Hassan who is oppressing me. But | forgive him. You too
forgive him.” He kept on praying until he noticed his companion. He said: “May God bless you, too.

Please go.” The man left. Later Hassan went to visit the Imam (a.s).

1264- Him'mad al-Lah'ham narrated that someone went to see Imam Sadiq (a.s) and said that one of
his nephews gossiped and said whatever obscene things he could say about the Imam. Imam Sadiq
(a.s) asked his servant to bring him some water.

He made ablution and started to pray. The man thought that Imam Sadiq (a.s) was cursing his nephew.
Then after saying two units of prayer Imam Sadiq (a.s) said “O' God! | forgive him. You are more
forgiving than me, so please forgive him for my sake and do not question him about this.” The Imam

(a.s) continued to cry and pray and the man was surprised.

1265- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “God will honor whoever is oppressed and is able to take revenge but does

not do so.”

1266- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will increase the honor of whoever quenches his anger in this world
and the Hereafter. The Almighty God said: “Who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men, for God loves
those who do good.” [The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:134]

God will recompense him with Heaven in return for his anger.”

1267- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever is able to take revenge but restrains his anger, God will fill his
heart with peace and faith until the Resurrection Day.”

1268- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Quenching anger is a blessing for whoever is patient.”
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1269- Imam Sajjad (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Two of the best ways to

approach God are restraining one’s anger, and maintaining one's patience in the face of calamities.”

1270- Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “God Has made a covenant with believers to acknowledge His words and

not take revenge from his enemies.”

1271- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that a man asked the Prophet of God (S) to inform him about
good ethics. He said: “Forgive whoever has oppressed you, establish ties with whoever has cut off his
relations with you, forgive whoever has deprived you, and tell the truth even if it is not to your benefit.”

1272- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will marry off Heavenly Hurri's to you in whatever manner you
please if you restrain your anger, patiently fight in the way of God, and do not use illegitimately obtained

wealth.”

1273- God's Prophet (S) said: “The wisest men are those who treat the people with kindness. The

strongest men are the ones who best quench their anger.”

1274- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will call upon whoever can take revenge but shows self-restraint in

the Hereafter in front of all and give him the option to choose whichever Houri he pleases.”

1275- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): | swear by God who controls my

life that nothing blends with knowledge better than patience.”

1276- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There is nothing better than quenching your anger with patience and

perseverance.”

1277- al-Seyed al-Imam Nasih al-Deen abil-Barakat narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever



lives and treats others with patience will die as a martyr.”

1278- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Once when the Prophet (S) was passing by a group of people who were
trying to lift a rock he asked them why they were doing so? They said that they were trying to find out
who the strongest was. The Prophet (S) told them that he could tell them who the strongest
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man was if they wished him to. When they said they wished to hear the Prophet (S), he said the one
who was the strongest is the one who does not engage in sin or wrong deeds whenever he is satisfied;
one who does not utter but what is right when he is angry; and one who does not do what is unjust when

he is powerful.”
1279- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Anger is the key to all wickedness.”

1280- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “The disciples of Jesus asked him to instruct them about the hardest
thing. He said: The hardest thing of all is God's wrath.” They asked how one could be saved from God's
wrath.” He said: “Do not get angry.” They asked: “What is the roof of anger?” He said: “Haughtiness,

selfishness and belittling the people.”
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Chapter 12: On Exchanging Gifts

1281- al-Nufli narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “It is part of a man's nobility to accept his Muslim

brother's gifts, and give him a gift from what he has, and not cause himself any difficulty for this matter.”
1282- God's Prophet (S) said: “I do not like those who put themselves in difficulty.”

1283- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “The Prophet of God (S) accepted gifts, but did not accept charity, and
said: Give gifts to each other since this will eliminate hard feelings and remove any bad feelings and left

over animosities.”

1284- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted on the authority of his father (a.s) on the authority of his grandfather
(a.s): “The Prophet of God (S) liked gifts and considered them to be good and allowed. He took gifts and

gave equal gifts in return.”

1285- Ibrahim al-Karkhi talked to Imam Sadiq (a.s) about a man who owned a large farm and said:
“People bring him gifts on the first day of fall and spring, and try to get close to him. He accepts their
gifts even though he does not know them.” The Imam asked: “Are there any who pray among those who

bring him gifts?”



Ibrahim said: “Yes there are.” The Imam (a.s) said: “Then he should accept their gifts and be kind to
them. God's Prophet (S) said he will even accept a leg of lamb as a gift since accepting gifts is a part of
religion. But if a hypocrite or an infidel gives me a date | will not accept it since this is also one of the
principles of our religion, and God has not allowed me to accept the gifts or the food of the hypocrites
and the infidels.”
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1286- Muhammad ibn Muslim narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A man's companions share the gifts
that he receives.”

1287- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “There are three kinds of gifts: gifts in return for gifts, gifts for making up
and gifts for God.”

1288- Al-Sokuni narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever you like one of your Muslim brothers,

you should ask his name, his father's name, his family name, and his tribe and nation. This is necessary



and true brotherhood demands these questions to be asked, otherwise this kind of knowing each other is

foolish.”

1289- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “Do not let the existing decency between you and your religious brother

be removed since it will result in the loss of your honor.”

1290- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Call men by their family names in their presence, and their names in

their absence.”

1291- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his father (a.s), on the authority of his forefathers
(a.s), and on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Good men bring good news, but wicked men bring bad

news.”

1292- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Helping a deaf man understand is a good form of charity.”
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1. Translators’ note: get killed by the sword
2. Translators’ note: The Arabic word for greeting means “peace be upon you” and this tradition implies that you should
wish peace for everyone. Don’t worry about wishing peace for the oppressors by greeting them, since they won’t receive

the benefits of the greeting.



3. Translators' note: Barbat is the Persian lute, a certain musical instrument. It also refers to the breast of a duck or goose.
Tanbour refers to a certain musical instrument, a kind of malodine with cords of brass wire, which is played with a plectrum.
4. Translators' note: The Prophet of God (S) forbade shooting round bullets using a kind of sling because game cannot be
killed thereby, nor an enemy defeated, but a tooth may be broken, and an eye put out.
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