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Section 8: On Undesirable Characteristics

Chapter 1: On Anger

1784~ In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) forbade one to discipline when he is angry.”
1785- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Anger is the key to all evil.”

1786~ Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his noble father (a.s): “The disciples of Jesus, the son
of Mary (a.s) asked him: “O' Teacher of the good! Tell us what the hardest thing is?” Jesus (a.s) said:
“The hardest thing is God's Anger.” They asked him: “How can we be secure from God's Anger?” He
said: “You should not get angry.” They asked him: “How does anger start?” He said: “Through
selfishness, haughtiness and belittling people.”

1787- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever gets angry will lose his comfort.”

1788- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God will forbid the Fire of Hell to touch your body if you control yourself
when you are aroused, afraid, hungry, angry, pleased or unhappy.”
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1789- Some people talked about anger in front of Imam Bagir (a.s). He said: “When a man gets so
angry that he cannot be conciliated (and commits a sin) he will enter the Fire of Hell. If a man gets angry
when he is standing up, he should sit down to fend off Satan's evilness. If he is sitting, he should stand
up. Whoever gets angry with a relative should stand up, go towards him and touch him, since by

touching his relative he will get calm.”

1790- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “On the Resurrection Day three groups of people are closest to God until
the end of the Reckoning: those who quench their anger and do not oppress others when they have
power, those who mediate between two people and do not favor either side in the least amount, and
those who tell the truth whether it be in their favor or not.”

1791- God's Prophet (S) said: “Manliness does not depend on physical strength. Rather it depends on

the ability to restrain anger.”

1792- A man told Abu Dharr- May God have Mercy upon him: “You are the man who was deported. If
you were a good person, you would not have been deported.” Abu Dharr said: “There are very hard to
cross obstacles on my way. If | can pass over them safely, what you said will not harm me at all. But if |

cannot make it through, | am even worse than what you have said.”

1793- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Solomon, the son of David said: “We have whatever the people have. We
know whatever the people know of or not know. We have not come across anything better than fearing
God in public and in private. Nothing is better than moderation during times of affluence or poverty,

telling the truth during times of contentment or anger, and being humble to God under all



circumstances.”

1794- In Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha’ it is narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “God revealed the following to
one of His Prophets: When you leave the house in the morning, eat the first thing that you encounter,
hide the second thing, accept the third thing, do not disappoint the fourth and escape from the fifth.
When he first left the house in the morning, he encountered a big black mountain. He said to himself that

God had ordered him to eat it, and wondered how to do it.
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He then thought that God would not order him to do what was beyond his power. So he moved towards
the mountain. The closer he got to the mountain, the smaller it became. When he finally reached it, it
had turned into a small bite to eat. He ate it, and it was really delicious. He continued to go on until he

reached a golden pan. He said to himself that God had ordered him to hide it. He dug a ditch, threw the



golden pan in the ditch, covered it up with dirt, and started to go on his way again. But then he noticed
that the pan was visible out of the ground.

He said to himself that he had done what God had ordered him to and continued to go on. Then he
suddenly saw a bird being pursued by a falcon trying to hunt it. The falcon was flying around the bird.
The Prophet remembered that God had ordered him to accept this one. He opened his sleeve, and the
bird entered it. The falcon told the Prophet (S): You have caught the prey that | was after for a few days.
Then he remembered that God had ordered him not to disappoint this one.

Then he cut a piece of the bird's leg and threw it to the falcon. He continued to go on, and saw a piece of
rotten meat. He remembered that God had ordered him to escape this one, and he escaped from it.
When he returned home and went to sleep, he had a dream. He was told: “You performed your mission,
and did whatever you were instructed to do. Do you know what the philosophy behind all these issues
is?” He said: “No.” He was told: “That mountain was anger.

Whenever one gets angry, he does not see himself and does not realize his situation. If he restrains
himself, recognizes his position and quenches his anger, the end is like a delicious bite which he eats.
The golden pan is indeed man's good deeds which are better to hide, but God will make them apparent
so that he is adorned by them, and he receives the reward in the Hereafter. But the bird is like a man
who advises you, and you should accept his advice. The falcon is like a man who comes to you and
asks you to fulfill his needs. You should not disappoint him. The rotten meat is like gossip which you

should avoid.”

1795- In Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “God loves whoever restrains
his anger when he gets angry.”
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Chapter 2: On Jealousy

1796- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When the Prophet Noah (a.s) got
off the ark, Satan went to see him and said: There is no one on Earth to whom | owe more. You asked
God to destroy those wicked people, and got me rid of them. Do you want me to teach you two
characteristics. Avoid jealousy that made me this way, and avoid greed that Adam (a.s) was entrapped

by.

”»

1797- God's Prophet (S) said: “O' Ali! | advise you against having three characteristics: jealousy, greed

and lying.”

1798- God's Prophet (S) said: “I will guarantee Heaven for whoever feels responsible to give sincere
advice for the sake of God, for the sake of the Prophet of God, for the sake of God's religion, and for the

sake of all Muslims.”
1799- God's Prophet (S) said: “Jealousy will destroy good deeds just as fire destroys wood.”
1800- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A man who is scared, jealous, and greedy is not a believer.”

1801- God's Prophet (S) said: “Do not blame your believing brothers since they might receive God's

Mercy, and then you might suffer.”

1802- God revealed to Solomon, the son of David (a.s): “I will give you seven pieces of advice: do not
be jealous of anyone, and do not gossip about My good servants.” Solomon (a.s) said: “O' Lord! Just

these two are enough for me.”

1803- It has been narrated that Moses (a.s) saw the high rank of a man near the Throne and envied
him. He asked about the man. He was told: “That man was never jealous of what God granted to others

from His Eminence.”

1804~ In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “The most ignorant person is one
who does not learn from the changes in this world, and does not change. The most self-sufficient person

is one who is not enslaved by greed.”
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Chapter 3: On Hypocrisy

1805- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Any form of hypocrisy is polytheism.
Whoever works for the people should demand his reward from the people, and whoever works for God,
his reward is given by God.”

1806- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Fear God and work for Him. God will fulfill your needs if you work for Him.

If you work for anyone other than God, God will leave you to whoever you work for.

1807- Ibn Arafeh narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) told him: “Woe to you! Whatever you do, God will put



an attire on you. If your deeds are good, it will be a beautiful attire, but if your deeds are ugly, it will be

an ugly attire.”

1808- Umar ibn Yazeed said: “I was dining with Imam Sadiq (a.s) when he recited the verse: “Nay, man
will be evidence against himself, even though he were to put up his excuse.

[The Holy Quran: Qiyamat 75:14-15] and said: “How can man approach the people (through hypocrisy)
in a way opposite to what God knows about? God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever has an intention, God
will put on him an attire for that intention. If it is a good intention, it will be a good attire. If it is an ugly

intention, it will be an ugly one.”
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1809- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Work only for God, not the people, since whatever is for God will remain
near God, but whatever is for the people will not go near God. Do not fight with the people over your
religion, since fighting will make your hearts ill. God the Almighty told His Prophet (S):

“It is true thou will not be able to guide everyone whom thou lovest; but God guides those whom
He will.”

[The Holy Quran: Qisas 28:56] and He also said:

“Will thou then compel mankind, against their will to believe!”



[The Holy Quran: Yunus 10:99]

1810- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Work for God without any hypocrisy and seeking fame, since

God will leave whoever works for other than God to his work.”

1811- In Rauzat al-Vaezeen it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “On the Resurrection Day, those
who worshipped the people will be called on to go and get their reward from the same people they

worshipped since God does not accept any deeds that are mixed with material worldly affairs.”

1812- In Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha’ it is narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) quoted on the authority of his father
(a.s) on the authority of his noble grandfather (a.s) who quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen
(a.s): “All the world is full of ignorance except places illuminated by knowledge. Knowledge is only
arguments unless it is acted upon. And all acts are done out of hypocrisy unless they are done sincerely;

and sincerity is subject to disappear unless you consider the final results of your deeds.”
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Chapter 4: On Conceit

1813- The Almighty God said:
“O' ye who believe! Cancel not your charity by reminders of your generosity or by injury.” [The

Holy Quran: Baqara 2:264]

Reminding others of one's generosity is the result of overestimating one's deeds and that equals

conceit.”



1814- In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that the Almighty God said: “Some of My believing servants ask Me to
help them succeed in worshipping Me. But since | love them | do not help them succeed, so that they do

not get conceited.”

1815- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “When God the Almighty gave Abraham the glad tidings of his friendship
with God, He revealed to Gabriel: “Gabriel. Guard Abraham so that conceit does not ruin him.”

1816- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) narrated in a tradition that God the Almighty said: “Some believers ask Me for
help to succeed in God's worship, but | do not make them succeed since that might make them
conceited. Some believers are such that they will only improve in poverty, and | fear that they will be

ruined if | make them affluent.”
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1817- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S) that God the Almighty said: “Some
of My believers are such that their religious affairs will not improve unless they are affluent and healthy,
so | test them by giving them wealth and health. But some other believers are such that their religious
affairs will not improve unless they are ill and poor, so | test them by giving them disease and poverty.

| am better aware of what will improve the religious affairs of my believing servants. Some of My
believing servants are those who strive hard to worship Me. They get up from their warm beds and



spend the night in worship, and suffer hardships for Me. Because | love them, | make them fall asleep
one or two nights to safeguard their health. They fall asleep until the morning, and then blame
themselves.

But if | had left them to themselves to worship Me as much as they please, they might get conceited.
This conceit would lead them to mischief in their deeds and this would cause their ruin. Because of their
conceit and overestimation of their deeds, they would consider themselves to be superior to others, and
think that their worshipping had exceeded the degree of insufficiency. Thus they would get distant from
Me thinking that they are close to Me.”

1818- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “No position is higher than humbleness, and no loneliness is
more awesome than conceit. | am amazed at a conceited person who was only a sperm before and will

only be a corpse in the future.”

1819- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Moses the son of Imran (a.s) was
sitting and Satan approached him wearing a colorful hat. When Satan got near Moses, he took off his
hat and greeted Moses. Moses asked “Who are you?” He said: “Satan.” Moses said: “Is that you? God
will not let you approach Him.” Satan said: “| have come to greet you because of your position near
God.”

Moses asked: “What is this hat?” Satan said: “I attract the people to me with it.” Moses asked: “What sin
will allow you to overcome men who commit it?” Satan said: “When man gets conceited and

overestimates his good deeds, and underestimates his sins, | can overcome him.”
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1820- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that God the Almighty told David (a.s): “Give glad tidings to those who
commit sins, and admonish the honest ones.” David asked: “How should | do this?” God the Almighty
said: “O' David! Give glad tidings to those who commit sins that | accept their repentance, and forgive
their sins. And admonish the honest people so that they fear being conceited due to their deeds, since

whoever gets conceited will be ruined.”

1821- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said in Nahjul Balagheh: “A sin which makes you upset is better for
God than a good deed which makes you conceited.”

1822- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Conceit is jealous of the intellect.”
1823- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “The worst fear is of conceit.”

1824- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that his grandfather (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S):
“If sin was not better than conceit for a believer, God would have never let His believing servants commit

any sins.”

1825- In Al-Zuhd al-Nabi it has been narrated that Imam Bagijir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's
Prophet (S) that God the Almighty said: “I am better aware of what will improve My religion. There are
those religious believers who strive to worship Me, and get up from their warm cuddly beds for nighttime
supplications. They impose hardships on themselves for My worship.

Since | love them, | make them fall asleep to protect their health. They go to sleep and wake up in the
morning, and blame themselves. However, they do not know that if | had left them to themselves to
worship Me as much as they wanted, they would get haughty and become ruined. This will be due to
their conceit to the extent that they think they are better than all others who worship Me, and they have
passed all the stages of worshipping, and have perfected it.

This will force them away from Me, while they themselves think that they are close to Me. Thus those
who do good deeds should not rely on deeds which they do for getting rewards from Me, since if they
try, they will trouble themselves and waste their time spending it in My worship. Still they will be

deficient, and cannot attain the depth of My Servitude.
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They cannot attain any of the honor, Heavenly blessings, divine attention and high ranks near Me that
they seek. They can only rely on My Mercy, and be pleased with My Favor, and they should have a

good opinion about Me and trust. Then they will benefit from My Mercy, and by My forgiving | will take
them to Heaven, and Forgive them since | am God the Beneficent and the Merciful and am known by

these Names.”

1826- In Al-Shahab it is narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Three things ruin man and three things
save him. The three things that ruin man are stinginess, following selfish desires and conceit. The three
things that save man are fearing God in public and in private, moderation at times of affluence and

poverty, and being just at times of anger and contentment.”

1827- Mutraf said: “It is better for me to fall asleep at night and wake up sorry in the morning, than to
stay up all night and start my day with conceit in the morning. Conceit means being pleased with
perfection of man's characteristics, deeds or self; and relying on them and forgetting the real One who

gives the blessings.”
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Chapter 5: On Oppression and the Forbidden

1828- In Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din it is narrated that Imam Ridha’ (a.s) narrated on the authority of his
father (a.s) that Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) quoted the Prophet of God (S): “Avoid oppressing (others)

since it will spiritually ruin your heart.”

1829- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever knowingly accompanies and helps an oppressor has

abandoned Islam.”

1830- God's Prophet (S) said: “Helping a believer to avoid a divinely forbidden act is better than seventy

accepted pilgrimages for God.”

1831- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever a bite of illegitimate food enters a believer’s stomach, all the

»

angels in the heavens and the Earth will curse him... etc.

1832- God's Prophet (S) said: “When a believer receives some religious advice from God, it is in fact
like a divine blessing that he has received. If he applies it, he has been grateful for it. Otherwise, that

advice is considered to be an ultimatum from God, and he might later be subject to God's Wrath.”

1833- God's Prophet (S) said: “It is better to act justly for one hour than to worship for seventy years,
fast in the daytime and stay up and worship during the night-time. For God, one hour of oppressive

orders is worse than sixty years of committing great sins.”

1834~ God's Prophet (S) said: “The sins of whoever spends the night until the morning, and does not

intend to oppress anyone will be forgiven.”
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Chapter 6: On Relations with Kings and Obeying the Creatures
of God

1835- In Al-Seyed Nasih al-Din it is narrated that Al-Shaykh abi Ja'far ibn Babuyeh narrated from Al-
Maghna that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whoever is in charge of the affairs of ten people and does not
treat them fairly will be resurrected on the Resurrection Day with his hands, head and feet inside the

holes of a hatchet.”

1836- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will misguide whoever is in charge of the Muslims’ affairs of the
Muslims but misguides them.”

1837- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) said: “Whoever is in charge of the Muslims’ affairs but closes the doors
of his house and hides from the people will be subjected to God's Curse and Wrath, until he opens the

doors of his house and lets those who have any problems or complaints enter.”

1838- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The Almighty God has servants in the courts of oppressive kings who can



help fend off oppression from God's friends. They are saved from the Fire by God.”

1839- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “The penalty for working for a king is to fulfill the needs of believing
brothers.”

1840- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not ask the kings to fulfill your needs, since they will then ask Us to

fulfill their needs in the Hereafter.”
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1841- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “God has friends in the courts of the kings to help defend God's friends.”
In another tradition we read: “and they are saved from the Fire by God.”

1842- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted the Prophet of God (S): “God has granted special privileges to some
people regarding His blessings and Has entrusted them with the benefits of other people to give away in
charity. But if they do not do so, God will take these privileges away and entrust others with these
privileges.”



1843- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “There are people among God's

creatures to whom others go to fulfill their needs. They are saved from God's Punishment.”

1844- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Kings are the worst creatures because they always oppose those who
seek their rights.”

1845- Abdullah ibn San'an narrated that he and some other people were with Imam Sadiq (a.s) when
someone talked about the king and the rest of the people present cursed the king. Imam Sadiq (a.s)
said: “Do not swear at the king since he is God's Shade on the Earth. But ask God to improve the king
since this will benefit you.”

1846~ Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said that God the Almighty said: “l am the only God, and there is no other god
besides Me. | am the King of the kings. | have full control over the hearts of the kings. | can make the
kings kind-hearted towards whoever obeys Me, and can make the kings bother whoever disobeys Me.
Beware, and do not waste your time swearing at the kings. Rather turn in repentance towards Me, so

that | make their hearts soft towards you.”

1847- Al-Fazl ibn Yazeed narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever expresses his needs to a king,
and experiences a calamity for doing so will not have any reward, not even the reward of perseverance
(over that calamity).”

1848- Ameer al-Momineen said: “Fear the king since his evil is from fire.”

1849- Hassan ibn al-Jahm narrated that he told Imam Kazim (a.s): “I go to see the king. When | see
that he violates what is right and acts against what God has ordained, Can | not forbid him to do so?” He

replied: “There is no problem in your doing so.”
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1850- Imam Bagjir (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet: “The people who support the one who
seeks the people's pleasure in God's Anger will blame him. But whoever prefers God's obedience over
people's anger will be protected by God against the jealousy of any jealous ones, and the oppression of

any oppressors. God will be his assistant and supporter.”

1851- Jabir ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever pleases a king by

raising God's anger abandons God's religion.”

1852- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Just seeing one's enemies engaged in committing sins is enough of a

Divine Help for any believer.”
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Chapter 7: On Prohibited Characteristics

1853- God's Prophet (S) said: “Nothing is dearer to God than faith and doing good deeds and
abandoning the prohibited things.”

1854- God's Prophet (S) said: “Do not point at your friends with your finger. Also do not point at the new

moon with your finger.”

1855- God's Prophet (S) said: “All the following people were cursed by Muhammad (a.s): Whoever
feeds the people with money earned from usury or buys food or drinks for himself with such money,
whoever records usury in the books, the two people who witness usury, whoever puts a tattoo on

someone, and the woman being tattooed, whoever hunts and whoever guides a hunter.”

1856- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “Whoever goes to the toilet in a graveyard or urinates standing up or in
water; whoever walks with one shoe; or drinks while standing up, or stays alone in a room, or sleeps
with greasy hands will be overcome by Satan, and will not be freed until God wills. These are the easiest
ways for Satan to overcome man. God's Prophet (S) was approaching a desert occupied by Jinns during
one of his battles.

When they got there, he told his companions to be careful and hold each other's hands when they
wanted to cross through it. He instructed them not to cross it alone. One of his companions crossed it
alone and got a headache when he got out. When the Prophet heard about him, he took that man's
thumb and said: “O' evil! Leave in the Name of God. | am God's Prophet.” The man immediately got well

and stood up.
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1857- In another tradition we read: “The best time for Satan to overcome one is when he is in one of the
states mentioned in tradition no. 1856. Once Satan overcomes one in one of these states, he will not
easily let go unless God wills.”

1858- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “Be afraid of becoming insane if you go to the toilet in a graveyard, or

walk with only one shoe, or sleep alone.”

1859- Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “The fastest time for Satan to overcome you is when you sleep alone.
None of you must not sleep alone.”

1860- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not quarrel or you might harm your reputation. Do not argue with

patient or ignorant people, since patient people will overcome you and ignorant people will humiliate

»

you.

1861- Imam Bagjir (a.s) was questioned about an evil man. They asked: “Should we defame him in
public, or should we treat him with patience?” Imam Bagir (a.s) said: “It is better to treat him with

patience than to defame him. There is always relief after every difficulty:

“Verily, with every difficulty there is relief.”
[The Holy Quran: Inshirah 94:6]

1862- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “One who possesses knowledge never talks in vain.”
1863- God's Prophet (S) said: “If there is a bad omen in anything, it is in the tongue.”
1864- Lugman advised his son: “O' My son! You will be accused whenever you go to bad places.”

1865- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whenever a believer accuses one of his believing brothers, his faith will

disappear just as salt dissolves in water.”
1866- The Prophet (S) said: “A believer will never be bit through the same hole twice.”

1867- A man went to the Prophet of God (S) and asked: “O' Prophet of God! Should I let go of my camel
and rely on God, or should | tie it up and rely on God?” The Prophet (S) said: “Tie it up and rely on
God.”
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1868- Imam Bagjir (a.s) said: “Follow those who wish you well and make you cry. Do not follow those
who fool you and make you laugh. Know that you shall soon appear in front of God.”

1869- Moaviat ibn Am'mar narrated that he went to Imam Sadiq (a.s) and asked: “Can a slave see the

hair of his master if his master is a woman?” He said: “Yes. He can even see her legs.”

1870- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A castrated man cannot go to Heaven through the intercession of his

parents or children.”



1871- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “A castrated man cannot have any children. God does not fulfill his calls to

have a child.”

1872- Ali ibn Mahziar asked Imam Kazim (a.s) about a servant his father had purchased. He asked the
Imam (a.s): “How is he?” Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “He is castrated. May God damn the castrated people.

They are the worst creatures.”

1873- Imam Kazim (a.s) advised one of his children: “Never think that you have no shortcomings in

praising God, since God the Almighty is never worshipped as He deserves to be worshipped.”

1874~ Jabir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “O' Jabir! May God not take you out of this state of

considering your deeds deficient, and considering having shortcomings in your worshipping.”
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Chapter 8: On Fame

1875- God's Prophet (S) said: “It is troublesome enough for a man to be pointed at with fingers from

fame due to religious or worldly fame.”

1876- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “God hates two types of fame: fame for the way you dress, and fame for

praying.”
1877- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Fame whether good or evil results in Fire.”

1878- Imam Hassan (a.s) said: “God will make the one who puts on a garment of fame in this world

wear a garment of Fire in the Hereafter.”

1879- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “What will you, who cover up your evilness and display your goodness, do
when you realize that you are not so when you think about yourself. God the Almighty said:

“Nay, man will be evidence against himself.”

[The Holy Quran: Qiamat 75:14] Whoever improves his inner self, his outward appearance will also be

improved.”

1880- God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever a servant's inward and outward appearances are the same,

God the Almighty will consider him to be a true servant of God.”

1881- God's Prophet (S) said: “If one hides his inward self, God will make his inward self appear as a
garment on him. If his inward self is good, the garment will look nice, but if his inward self is evil, his

garment will look bad.”
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1882- Ameer al-Momineen (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “All people have an inner
and an outer self. Whoever purifies his inner self, God will purify his outer appearance for him. Whoever

corrupts his inner self, God will corrupt his outer appearance.”

1883- God's Prophet (S) said: “All people have a reputation among the people of the heavens and a
reputation among the people of the Earth. Whenever one's reputation among the people of the heavens
is good, his reputation among the people of the Earth will also be good. And whenever his reputation
among the people of the heavens is bad, it will be also bad amongst the people of the Earth.” He was

asked: “What do you mean by reputation?” He said: “The way he is remembered.”

1884- Imam Bagqjir (a.s) said: “Whosever's outward appearance is better than his inner self, his balance
of good deeds will be light in the Hereafter.”

1885- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever appears in public adorned with what God likes, but appears in
front of God adorned with what God dislikes will meet God when God is angry with him.”

1886- God's Prophet (S) said: “God will put a garment on whoever has an intention in his heart in
accordance with that intention. If it is a good intention, the garment will be good, but if it is a bad

intention, the garment will be bad.”
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Chapter 9: On Humiliating Believers

1887- Muhammad ibn Abi Hamze narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever humiliates a poor
believer will be humiliated by God until he stops humiliating him.”

1888- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever humiliates or belittles a believer for being poor, God will make

him known for something in the Hereafter that will make him lose his good reputation.”

1889- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever insults any of My
friends has declared war against Me.”

1890- Abi Basir narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not humiliate our followers who are poor. God
will humiliate whoever humiliates a poor Shiite believer. He will remain humiliated until he stops

humiliating the poor Shiite believer.”

1891- Al-Bajli narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not insult the poor Shiites of Ali, since any one
of them can intercede in the Hereafter on behalf of as many people as the tribes of Rabieh and Mezr

»

can.

1892- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Whoever insults any of My
friends has declared war against Me.”

1893- Mual'lay ibn Khonayth narrated that he heard Imam Sadiq (a.s) say that the Aimighty God said:
“Whoever humiliates My believing servants should prepare to fight with Me, since | rush to help My

friends sooner than anyone else does.”

1894~ Ibn Abi Ya'fur narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever honors God's religion has honored

the rights of his believing brothers.”

1895- Mual'lay ibn Khpnayth narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said that the Aimighty God said: “Whoever
humiliates My believing servants has declared war against Me, and whoever honors My believing

servants will be safe from My Wrath in the Hereafter.”

1896- Davood al-Raghi narrated that Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Whoever fulfills the needs of a believer



without belittling him will be housed in Heaven.”
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Chapter 10: On Keeping Secrets

1897- Al-Sokuni narrated that Imam Sadiqg (a.s) quoted on the authority of Ameer al-Momineen (a.s):
“Whoever hides his secrets has control over them. But if anything is expressed to two or more people, it
will be spread around.”

1898- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Do not let your friend know your secrets, unless these secrets will not

harm you if your enemies hear them. One day your friend might turn into your enemy.”

1899- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “If you have something in one hand and can do something that your other
hand does not find out about it, then do it.”

1900- Imam Sadiq (a.s) narrated that a man told Imam Sajjad (a.s): “So and so accuses you of
deviation and innovation (in religion).” Imam Sajjad (a.s) said: “By telling me what he told you, you did
not respect the rights related to associating with him. You also did not respect my rights since you told

me something about my believing brother of which | was unaware.

We will all perish, and be resurrected on Resurrection Day, and God will judge between us. Avoid
gossiping since it is the stew meat for the dogs of Hell. Know that many will gossip about anyone who
spreads the word around about the faults of the people, and he will also be questioned about his own

faults.”
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1901- Al-Sokuni narrated that God's Prophet (S) said: “Whenever you like one of your Muslim brothers,
you should ask his name, his father's name, the name of his tribe, and his nationality. This is necessary

and true brotherhood demands these questions to be asked. Otherwise this kind of simply knowing each
other is foolish.”

1902- Imam Kazim (a.s) said: “Do not let the existing decency between you and your religious brother

be removed since it will result in the loss of your honor.”

1903- Imam Ridha’ (a.s) said: “Call men by their family names in their presence, and their names in
their absence.”

1904- Imam Sadiq (a.s) quoted on the authority of his father (a.s), on the authority of their forefathers
(a.s), and on the authority of God's Prophet (S): “Good men bring good news, but wicked men bring bad

news.”

1905- Imam Sadiq (a.s) said: “Helping a deaf man understand is a good form of charity.”
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